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Mr. Speaker, the Congressional Gold Medal 

is the highest honor Congress bestows. It has 
gone to military heroes, including General 
George Washington, and heroes of the fight 
against prejudice. Thus, it is only fitting—and 
long overdue—that we recognize the 
Tuskegee Airmen in this manner, and do so 
during Black History Month. 

It is for those reasons, Mr. Speaker, that I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 1259, introduced 
by the gentleman from New York, that would 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Tuskegee Airmen, and ask for its immediate 
passage. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1259. This resolution 
authorizes the President to award a gold 
medal on behalf of Congress to the Tuskegee 
Airmen in recognition of their unique military 
record, which inspired revolutionary reform in 
the Armed Forces. 

As a veteran of the United States Air Force, 
I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this impor-
tant resolution. I thank the gentleman from 
New York for introducing it and urge my col-
leagues’ support. 

Prior to the Tuskegee Airmen, all combat pi-
lots had been white. In 1941, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt ordered the creation of an all 
black flight training program to train black 
Americans as military pilots. Due to the rigid 
system of racial segregation that prevailed in 
the United States during World War II, black 
military pilots were trained at a separate air-
field built near Tuskegee, Alabama. The Divi-
sion of Aeronautics of Tuskegee Institute, the 
famed school founded by Booker T. Wash-
ington in 1881, conducted primary flight train-
ing. Thus, they became known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

The first classes of Tuskegee Airmen were 
trained to be fighter pilots for the famous 99th 
Fighter Squadron, slated for combat duty in 
North Africa. Additional pilots were assigned to 
the 332nd Fighter Group, which flew combat 
along with the 99th Squadron from bases in 
Italy. 

Due to the success of the program, in Sep-
tember 1943, a twin-engine training program 
was begun at Tuskegee to provide bomber pi-
lots. However, World War II ended before 
these men were able to get into combat. 

By the end of the war, 992 men had grad-
uated from pilot training at Tuskegee, 450 of 
whom were sent overseas for combat assign-
ment. During the same period, approximately 
150 lost their lives while in training or on com-
bat flights. 

The Tuskegee Airmen inspired revolutionary 
reform in the Armed Forces, paving the way 
for full racial integration in the Armed Forces. 
They overcame the enormous challenges of 
prejudice and discrimination, succeeding, de-
spite obstacles that threatened failure. Yet, 
their impact can be felt far beyond the U.S. 
Armed Forces into nearly every aspect of 
American life. The strength and courage of the 
Tuskegee Airmen serve as an inspiration to all 
Americans, regardless of skin color or nation-
ality. 

It remains critically important for all Ameri-
cans to know the Tuskegee Airmen’s story 
and the struggles these men went through and 
ultimately overcame. I encourage everyone to 
learn more about these remarkable and inspi-
rational men and urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important resolution. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CONAWAY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. NEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1259, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 1259 and H.R. 2872 and to insert ex-
traneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
ZIMBABWE—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 109–93) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal 
Reqister for publication the enclosed 
notice stating that the national emer-
gency blocking the property of persons 
undermining democratic processes or 
institutions in Zimbabwe is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2006. 
The most recent notice continuing this 
emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on March 4, 2005 (70 FR 10859). 

The crisis constituted by the actions 
and policies of certain members of the 
Government of Zimbabwe and other 
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s 
democratic processes or institutions 
has not been resolved. These actions 
and policies pose a continuing unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the foreign 
policy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is 

necessary to continue this national 
emergency and to maintain in force the 
sanctions to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 27, 2006. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 15 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DENT) at 6 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 1096, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 668, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 1259, by the yeas and nays. 
The first and third electronic votes 

will be conducted as 15-minute votes. 
The second vote in this series will be a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

ACT COMMEMORATING THE LITE, 
OR LIFETIME INNOVATIONS OF 
THOMAS EDISON 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill, 
H.R. 1096, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
RENZI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1096, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 399, nays 1, 
not voting 32, as follows: 

[Roll No. 14] 
YEAS—399 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Becerra 

Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 

Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
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