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on the ground to meet a standard of 20
troops per 1,000. This number is more
than three times the number of foreign
troops now deployed in Iraq.”

Paul Bremer writes: “I found the
conclusions persuasive and troubling.
That afternoon, I had a summary of
the draft copied and sent down the cor-
ridor to Don Rumsfeld. ‘I think you
should consider this,” I said in my
cover memo. I have never heard back
from him about the report.”

Now, I am not here to help sell books
for Paul Bremer, but the President’s
top man asked for more troops to suc-
ceed in Iraq and never got an answer
from either the President of the United
States or from the Secretary of De-
fense. When Secretary Don Rumsfeld
completely ignores the man who is in
charge of America’s most important
policy mission, we have a problem.

A few days later, Paul Bremer got a
chance to air his concerns to the Presi-
dent: ‘““There is one other important
issue, Mr. President. Troop levels.”

Troop levels never increased. The
troop level never got up. In Iraq,
Bremer’s worst fears were realized, and
he writes: ‘‘According to CENTCOM
briefings in Qatar, we didn’t yet have
enough troops in Baghdad to secure
key tactical objectives, traffic circles,
bridges, power plants, banks and muni-
tion dumps, and also patrol the
streets.”

We will never know for sure if more
troops would have secured Baghdad in
time to prevent the insurgency we see
today, but we do know that the Presi-
dent’s top man had asked for help and
the President failed to respond, and the
Secretary of Defense failed to respond;
and today we are seeing the results of
that failure. And we do know that
136,000 men and women who are there
now do not have the support that they
need.

If you look today in the New York
Times in a poll done by Mr. Zogby, the
American troops don’t think we have
enough troops. They also don’t think
we should continue to stay there at the
level that we are there.

Retired Army Lieutenant General
Bill Odom, former head of the National
Security Agency, said that the inva-
sion of Iraq ‘‘will turn out to be the
greatest single strategic disaster in
U.S. foreign policy.”

Lawrence Wilkerson, former Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell’s chief of
staff at the State Department, said
President Bush’s foreign policy was
“ruinous’” and said that ‘‘we have
courted disaster in Iraq, North Korea,
and in Iran.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a change
in policy.

——
RETAIN BYRNE-JAG GRANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KENNEDY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, on February 16, while police

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

officers representing law enforcement
organizations with over 100,000 mem-
bers from every congressional district
in the country were on Capitol Hill 1lob-
bying to save Byrne-JAG formula
grants, police officers just outside the
town of Monticello in my district in
Minnesota were proving why the short-
sighted elimination of the Byrne-JAG
program must be rejected.

During a mid-afternoon traffic stop
involving several individuals from
Washington State in a vehicle likely
stolen in California, a Minnesota State
trooper noticed the smell of meth com-
ing from a car.

After a brief search of the car with a
trained drug dog, an elaborate trunk-
latch device wired to the car’s air con-
ditioning knob was discovered and
eight sealed packages and one large
ziploc bag of meth were located in the
car’s passenger-side air bag compart-
ment. In all, more than 11.5 pounds of
meth worth over $1 million was taken
off our streets, along with several traf-
fickers who profit from dealing this
poison.

Mr. Speaker, 11.5 pounds of meth is
the equivalent of over 45,000 hits. One
hit of meth is enough to form an addic-
tion more difficult to break than even
heroin.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the police
officers who made this bust and kept
this staggering amount of meth out of
the community in my district and like-
ly those of many of my colleagues.
However, Mr. Speaker, imagine how
much meth they were not able to catch
because of the devastating cuts to the
Byrne-JAG program.

For the second year in a row, the ad-
ministration has singled out the
Byrne-JAG program for elimination,
despite the fact that local police and
the communities they protect praise
the valuable source of crime-fighting
grant money it provides.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join Representative LEE TERRY and me
in our letter to the Budget Committee
urging in the strongest terms that the
President’s proposal to eliminate
Byrne-JAG grants not be followed and
that this critical program to protect
our communities from drugs and vio-
lent crime be funded at no less than
$900 million in the fiscal year 2007
budget cycle.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of
my time to my colleague who has been
a leader on this issue, Representative
DAVIS of Tennessee.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding
me the time.

Congressman KENNEDY has been a
real leader and a fighter for the
Brynes-JAG funding and methamphet-
amine issues in general. I applaud his
efforts and his continued concern about
our families and our Nation and cer-
tainly the States that we represent.

Mr. Speaker, methamphetamine
abuse continues to be a growing plague
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on America’s families, communities
and our economy. Abuse of this drug
has swept across our Nation like a ter-
rible storm that leaves in its wake bro-
ken families, endangered children,
overcrowded jails, degraded environ-
ment and communities begging for
help.

I cannot overstate the problems this
drug creates. As Attorney General
Alberto Gonzalez said in July of 2005,
in terms of damage to our children and
to our society, methamphetamine is
now the most dangerous drug in Amer-
ica. That is why, Mr. Speaker, I was
terribly disappointed to see that the
President’s budget for fiscal year 2007
completely cut funding for the Byrnes
Justice Assistance Grants.

This program has been cited by State
and local governments across the coun-
try as critical in their efforts to com-
bat meth. In essence, it represents the
combined effort among Federal, State
and local governments to create safer
communities. In my State the funding
has helped fund the State’s drug task
force and helped fund local community
crime prevention projects.

State officials back home have in-
formed me that eliminating this pro-
gram could reduce criminal justice
funding to Tennessee by a total of $11
million and eliminate 170 much needed
individual projects across our State.

That is why I have joined with Rep-
resentative KENNEDY and many of our
other colleagues in urging the House
Budget Committee to include at least
$900 million for the Edward Byrnes Me-
morial Justice Assistance Grant pro-
gram in the budget resolution for fiscal
year 2007, which is still $200 million
less than the program’s authorized
level of $1.1 billion.

We must fight this elicit drug head
on. Just as we need to give our soldiers
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq the
tools and resources needed for success,
s0 too must we give our local law en-
forcement officials the tools they need
to fight the war on drugs.

This program is a tool our local law
enforcement officers desperately need.
Congress must restore the funding. The
risk in not doing so is simply too scary
and the threat to our children’s future
is too great.

I thank the gentleman for yielding
me time.

——————

THE STATE OF BEGGARDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CONAWAY). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, let me
ask the “why” question tonight. Why
would the United States allow itself to
be reduced to a state of beggardom in
the Dubai ports deal?

The definition of a beggar is a person,
in this case a country, that lives by
asking others for help or charity. So
why would the United States allow
itself, a nation that created Social Se-
curity, won World War II, landed a man
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