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has laid in front of the President.
Worse than that, they are going to in-
crease this. They are looking beyond
Afghanistan and Iraq.

It is in the editorial today in The
Guardian, which is a newspaper from
England: ‘“‘Looking beyond Iraq and
Iran battlefields, U.S. commanders en-
visage a war unlimited in time and
space against global Islamic extre-
mism. ‘The struggle may well be
fought in dozens of other countries si-
multaneously and for many years to
come.””’

How are they going to do that? Very
simply. They are going to continue to
spend us into debt. There will not be a
dime to fix what is going on in New Or-
leans or the health care system or the
educational system or anything else.

Listen to what is in that report. They
want 15 percent more special forces, an
extra 3,700 people in black operations,
in PsyOps and civil affairs units. That
is an increase of 33 percent. They will
have people to run in and go and run
these countries. They want nearly dou-
ble the number of unmanned aerial
drones.

Now, consider what an aerial drone
is. That is something you take off in
this country or take off somewhere,
you fly over a country and somebody
thousands of miles away says, drop the
bomb over there at Seventh and Vine.

Now, consider what we are planning.
We are planning to invade countries
from the air without even being there.
It will be like war games, like kids sit-
ting in the front room with their little
board games. That is what we are talk-
ing about. We are talking about taking
our Trident nuclear submarines and re-
fitting them, not to shoot up nuclear
missiles, but to send up regular mis-
siles. So they will pull alongside a
country and fire a bunch of rockets
into the country and they will fix
them. This is what is going on. And
America is sitting quietly by and
watching this happen.

We are allowing the President and a
very small number of people, Mr.
Speaker, to make decisions. We have a
Vice President who says he can now
leak secret material anytime he fig-
ures he can use it. Use it to get us into
another war. There are an awful lot of
people on this floor, Mr. Speaker, who
are very worried about the next 6
months in Iran because there is an
election coming. And the only way you
can get the people to vote the Repub-
licans back in is by making them
afraid. This is a vote of confidence on
George Bush. And the people will have
to vote ‘‘no” to get rid of them.

——————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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THE DETERIORATING SITUATION
IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to address the deteriorating situ-
ation in Iraq. Over the past 10 days, we
have seen a country on the brink of
civil war slide into civil war.

On February 22, a bomb exploded at
the Golden Mosque causing significant
damage to one of Shiite Islam’s holiest
shrines and setting off the latest and
most violent sectarian violence since
the war began in 2003.

Since the war began, we have wit-
nessed almost daily bombings in Iraq.
Thousands of IEDs have been exploded.
Hundreds of suicide bombings have
been staged. Tragically, the number of
such attacks has grown each year, a
stark contrast to the Vice President’s
prewar assessment that we would be
greeted as liberators.

According to the U.S. Department of
Defense, the number of insurgent at-
tacks on our soldiers, Iraqi security
forces, and civilians increased 29 per-
cent in 2005 when compared to 2004.
Specifically, the number of car bombs
increased to 873 in 2005, more than
twice of the number of car bombs in
2004, and the number of suicide car
bombs went to 411 from 133.

Conservative estimates suggest that
more than 30,000 Iraqi men, women and
children have been killed since the war
began. Unfortunately, Iraqis are not
the only ones caught up in these at-
tacks. More than 2,296 U.S. soldiers
have died in Iraq and more than 16,825
have been injured. And I am sorry, I do
not have the number of amputees or
suicides tonight. But they are serious.

Our very presence in Iraq fuels the
death, destruction and has helped cre-
ate the civil war which now endangers
millions of lives. These are not just my
words. The same thoughts and senti-
ments are being echoed throughout
conservative America.

It was said here earlier tonight, Wil-
liam F. Buckley, Jr., the founder of
“The National Review’’ recently wrote,
“One cannot doubt that the American
objective in Iraq has failed.”

Bill Kristol, one of the war’s staunch-
est defenders recently said, ‘“We have
not had a serious 3-year effort to fight
a war in Iraq.”

Even columnist George Will recently
described Iraq in this manner. ‘“This is
a civil war,” he said.

The bombing of the Golden Mosque
pushed Iraq over the edge. Thousands
of Iraqis are in the streets protesting
and others are attacking their histor-
ical enemies in retaliation to the
bombing of the Golden Mosque.

According to today’s Washington
Post, more than 1,300 individuals have
been Kkilled, and more than 1,000 Sunni
mosques have been attacked since last
week’s bombing of the Golden Mosque.
Instead of putting a stop to the vio-
lence, Iraq’s security forces are con-
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tributing to the murders. It is clear
that some Iraqis have joined the Iraq
Army to continue family or tribal
feuds under the protection of the Iraqi
military uniform and that many Iraqis
do not trust the military because of
ethnic divisions.

This is a stark difference from the
President’s words that the Iraqis are
successfully assuming the role of pro-
tecting their fellow countrymen. It is
very interesting to note that the very
week that Iraq has seen the most vio-
lent sectarian violence in years, the
Defense Department announced that
the number of Iraqi Army battalions
capable of fighting the insurgency
without U.S. help had fallen from one
to none since September 2005.

Last summer, a defense official
claimed that there were three battal-
ions ready to take on the insurgency.
However, in September 2005, General
George Casey, the top U.S. commander
in Iraq, told the Senate Armed Services
Committee that the number of Iraqi
battalions capable of fighting inde-
pendently of U.S. troops had dropped
from three to one. Therefore, despite 3
years and more than $260 billion, we
find that the number continues to de-
crease.

Now, the President is asking Con-
gress to pass a supplemental appropria-
tions request of $75 billion for the Iraq
war, the war on terrorism, and the gulf
coast recovery efforts. The lion’s share
of this money, about $63 billion, is for
the Iraq war. If this bill passes, the
total amount we will have spent on the
war will be over $350 billion.

The President is asking us to spend $350
billion a war that his Administration claimed
would be of minimal cost to American tax-
payers.

Perhaps worse, the President wants to
spend hundreds of billions of dollars on this
war at a time when the Congress is pushing
through tens of billions of dollars in cuts to
Medicare, education, Community Development
Block Grants and other important programs.

Mr. Speaker, the Administration has failed. It
is long past time for our troops to come home.
Civil war has broken out—we can not expect
our soldiers to try to sort out which side is
which in this civil war and we should not take
sides. | urge the President to conclude this
war and bring our troops home.

————
[ 2030

MARKING THE 18TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SUMGAIT MASSACRES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CONAWAY). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
marks a tragic anniversary for Arme-
nians around the world. In late Feb-
ruary of 1988, in the town of Sumgait,
Azerbaijan, an organized attack on the
Armenians of the town was carried out
by Arzerbaijani nationals. This 3-day
rampage left dozens dead and hundreds
injured.
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Mr. Speaker, I stand today to recog-
nize the massacres in Sumgait, Azer-
baijan, and the continued Turkish and
Azeri aggression against the Armenian
people.

This massacre left dozens of Arme-
nians dead, a majority of whom were
set on fire alive after being beaten and
tortured. Hundreds of innocent people
received injuries of different severity
and became physically impaired.
Women, among them minors, were
abused. More than 200 apartments were
robbed, dozens of cars were destroyed
and burned, dozens of art and crafts
studios, shops and Kkiosks were demol-
ished, and thousands of people became
refugees.

Mr. Speaker, these crimes were never
adequately prosecuted by the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan, and most of its or-
ganizers and executors were simply set
free. Despite the attempt by the Gov-
ernment of Agzerbaijan to cover up
these crimes, enough brave witnesses
came forward to give an accurate ac-
count of the offenses.

The Sumgait massacres are just an-
other in a long line of Azerbaijan’s ag-
gressions against the Armenian people.
The events in Sumgait were preceded
by a wave of Anti-Armenian rallies
that shook the city in February 1988.
Almost the entire territory of the city,
with a population of 250,000, became an
arena for mass violence against its Ar-
menian population.

The attacks also marked the begin-
ning of the violent Armenian-Azer-
baijani conflict, which claimed nearly
30,000 lives and left over 1 million refu-
gees. The continued hostilities in Azer-
baijan and the military aggression
against the Armenians of Nagorno
Karabakh in 1992 through 1994 led to
the disappearance of a 450,000-strong
Armenian community in Agzerbaijan
within a span of just a few years.

Mr. Speaker, today many Armenians
marked the anniversary of the Sumgait
massacre by organizing a march here
in Washington from the embassy of
Turkey to the embassy of Azerbaijan in
order to highlight the continued Turk-
ish and Azeri aggression toward the Ar-
menian people.

The aggression I speak of, however, is
still happening in a number of ways
even today. There continues to be an
organized effort to destroy historically
sacred Armenian sites by the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan. Recently, there
has been a documented video, evidenc-
ing the systematic destruction of a
more than 1,000-year-old cemetery and
historic carved stone crosses in the
southern Nakhichevan region of Djulfa.

There are also continued attempts by
Turkey and Azerbaijan to strangle Ar-
menia’s economy and its people’s abil-
ity to survive through economic ag-
gressions. The over 10-year blockade of
Armenia by Turkey and Agzerbaijan
cuts off a valuable trade route through
the country and further isolates Arme-
nia. These blockades have been de-
nounced by the United States, the
United Nations and the European
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Union, but they still exist as a way to
starve the Armenian economy. The
United States should do more to en-
courage the Turkish and Azerbaijani
Governments to stop their illegal
blockade of Armenia.

Mr. Speaker, today, as the protesters
walk the cold route from the Turkish
embassy to the Azerbaijani embassy,
the message should be heard loud and
clear. It is time for the United States
to do all that it can and to flex its geo-
political muscle in order to send a mes-
sage that ethnically charged genocides,
illegal blockades of sovereign nations
and the constant harassment of the Ar-
menian people will not be tolerated.

This anniversary reminds us yet
again of the historical injustice the Ar-
menian people have faced, unfortu-
nately, throughout their history.

———
THE TRANSEA ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the Bush administration recently ap-
proved a deal, as we all know, that al-
lowed the operation of six U.S. ports to
be taken over by Dubai Ports World, a
state-owned company controlled by the
Government of the United Arab Emir-
ates, a $6.8 billion contract.

The administration’s handling of this
deal has drawn criticism from Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, and right-
ly so.

The 9/11 Commission’s final report
warns of the United Arab Emirates’
record of support for terrorism and its
links to September 11, both strategic
and financial.

The Congressional Research Service
noted the UAE was named as a point of
shipment for illegal nuclear compo-
nents sold by Pakistan.

The U.S. Coast Guard told the admin-
istration, referring to the United Arab
Emirates-controlled ports, that,
“There are many intelligence gaps,
concerning the potential for DPW or
PNO assets to support terrorist oper-
ations.”

These and other more serious con-
cerns may have been overlooked, as the
administration rushed its review of
this deal, but what this instance really
highlights is a much broader and
longer-term concern, the lack of a sys-
tematic process for the review of home-
land security issues associated with
America’s international trade policy.

In a post-9/11 world, trade agreements
are no longer just vehicles for eco-
nomic development. Trade agreements,
to be sure, lower tariffs in open mar-
kets, but they also can lower our de-
fenses as they open our ports and open
our infrastructure and open our trans-
portation and supply lines.

In the post-9/11 world, America’s
trade policies and America’s homeland
security policies cannot exist separate
from each other and in isolation. The
risk is simply too great.

H425

For example, the United States
Trade Representative right now is cur-
rently negotiating a trade deal with
the United Arab Emirates. That trade
deal would already have been in effect
if it had been negotiated, passed by the
Senate, passed by the House and signed
by the President. It would likely have
been declared illegal and unfair trade
practice for us to cancel that $6.8 bil-
lion deal.

The administration has it exactly
backwards. Security needs to go in
these trade agreements before they are
signed, not pass a trade agreement and
then hope for the best to protect the
homeland.

Other trade pacts negotiated by the
Bush administration have given foreign
governments, and even foreign compa-
nies, the right to sue the U.S. for gov-
ernment actions that cost the company
money. There is no reason to believe
that such suits could not be filed in
some cases to block homeland security
policies. Those suits would be heard by
an international tribunal meaning that
the U.S. would no longer have inde-
pendent control over our own national
security decisions.

Before we implement the UAE agree-
ment, the one that the U.S.T.R. is ne-
gotiating today or any other free trade
agreement, we should have a full un-
derstanding of homeland security con-
sequences.

That is why I introduced today the
Trade-Related America National Secu-
rity Enhancement and Accountability
Act, the TRANSEA bill. My bill would
do several things: require a systematic
homeland security review of trade
agreements, with sign-off from the U.S.
Trade Representative, the Homeland
Security Department and other respon-
sible agencies, and with reporting to
Congress.

Second, it would require that all fu-
ture agreements include a national se-
curity waiver, allowing the President
to suspend an agreement or any provi-
sion of an agreement if the President
determines that the agreement creates
a homeland security vulnerability.

Third, it would create an independent
trade security commission to watchdog
trade policy from a homeland security
perspective and report to Congress on
potential threats.

Last, it would to allow Congress to
force action if the administration fails
to respond to a homeland security
warning from the commission.

It is absurd to require that our con-
stituents remove their shoes at the air-
port, but not require that multibillion
dollar trade agreements undergo sys-
tematic homeland security review.

The TRANSEA Act is an important
step toward a policy that reflects the
realities of a post-9/11 world. I urge my
colleagues to support this important
legislation.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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