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low-cost accounts, cheaper remit-
tances, less expensive loans, and in-
sured savings accounts.

————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On June 15, 2005, Dwan Prince was
savagely beaten by three men as Prince
stood outside of his apartment building
in New York, NY. The apparent moti-
vation for the attack was Prince’s sex-
ual orientation. According to police,
the three attackers shouted anti-gay
slurs throughout the attack on Prince.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that are born
out of hate. The Local Law Enforce-
ment Enhancement Act is a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation and
changing current law, we can change
hearts and minds as well.

————

LETTER ON THIRD ARMORED
CAVALRY REGIMENT

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to share with my colleagues
a letter written by the mayor of Tall-
at Afar, Ninewa, Iraq, concerning the
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment of the
U.S. Army. This unit of brave soldiers
is completing its second deployment to
Iraq. As the unit prepares to come
home, they have recently received this
letter from the mayor of that city:

In the Name of God the Compassionate and
Merciful To the Courageous Men and Women
of the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, who
have changed the city of Tall-at Afar from a
ghost town, in which terrorists spread death
and destruction, to a secure city flourishing
with life.

To the lion-hearts who liberated our city
from the grasp of terrorists who were be-
heading men, women and children in the
streets for many months. To those who
spread smiles on the faces of our children,
and gave us restored hope, through their per-
sonal sacrifice and brave fighting, and gave
new life to the city after hopelessness dark-
ened our days, and stole our confidence in
our ability to reestablish our city.

Our city was the main base of operations
for Abu Mousab Al Zarqawi. The city was
completely held hostage in the hands of his
henchmen. Our schools, governmental serv-
ices, businesses and offices were closed.

Our streets were silent, and no one dared
to walk them. Our people were barricaded in
their homes out of fear; death awaited them
around every corner. Terrorists occupied and
controlled the only hospital in the city.
Their savagery reached such a level that
they stuffed the corpses of children with ex-
plosives and tossed them into the streets in
order to kill grieving parents attempting to
retrieve the bodies of their young.
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This was the situation of our city until
God prepared and delivered unto them the
courageous soldiers of the 3rd Armored Cav-
alry Regiment, who liberated this city, rid-
ding it of Zarqawi’s followers after harsh
fighting, killing many terrorists, and forcing
the remaining butchers to flee the city like
rats to the surrounding areas, where the
bravery of other 3rd ACR soldiers in Sinjar,
Rabiah, Zumar and Avgani finally destroyed
them.

I have met many soldiers of the 3rd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment; they are not only
courageous men and women, but avenging
angels sent by The God Himself to fight the
evil of terrorism.

The leaders of this Regiment; COL
McMaster, COL Armstrong, LTC Hickey,
LTC Gibson, and LTC Reilly embody cour-
age, strength, vision and wisdom. Officers
and soldiers alike bristle with the confidence
and character of knights in a bygone era.
The mission they have accomplished, by
means of a unique military operation, stands
among the finest military feats to date in
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and truly deserves
to be studied in military science. This mili-
tary operation was clean, with little collat-
eral damage, despite the ferocity of the
enemy. With the skill and precision of sur-
geons they dealt with the terrorist cancers
in the city without causing unnecessary
damage.

God bless this brave Regiment; God bless
the families who dedicated these brave men
and women. From the bottom of our hearts
we thank the families. They have given us
something we will never forget. To the fami-
lies of those who have given their holy blood
for our land, we all bow to you in reverence
and to the souls of your loved ones. Their
sacrifice was not in vain. They are not dead,
but alive, and their souls hovering around us
every second of every minute. They will
never be forgotten for giving their precious
lives. They have sacrificed that which is
most valuable. We see them in the smile of
every child, and in every flower growing in
this land. Let America, their families, and
the world be proud of their sacrifice for hu-
manity and life.

Finally, no matter how much I write or
speak about this brave Regiment, I haven’t
the words to describe the courage of its offi-
cers and soldiers. I pray to God to grant hap-
piness and health to these legendary heroes
and their brave families.

NAJIM ABDULLAH ABID AL-JIBOURI

Mayor of Tall-at Afar, Ninewa, Iraq.

This mayor’s gratitude towards the
soldiers of the 3rd Armored Calvary
Regiment speaks volumes of the sac-
rifice and bravery that all of our sol-
diers are displaying in Iraq. Our service
men and women are making a dif-
ference in Iraq by spreading democracy
and fighting the terrorists. These sol-
diers ought to be proud of their ef-
forts—we certainly are, and so are the
Iraqis.

————

CLEAN WATER AUTHORITY
RESTORATION ACT

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, for
the last 33 years, the American people
have relied upon the Clean Water Act
to protect and restore the health of the
Nation’s waters. The primary goal of
the act to make rivers, streams, wet-
lands, lakes, and coastal waters safe
for fishing, swimming and other recre-
ation, suitable for our drinking water
supply, and available for wildlife and
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fish habitat—has become accepted by
the public not only as a worthy endeav-
or but also as a fundamental expecta-
tion of government providing for its
citizens. It is our responsibility to pro-
vide adequate protection to ensure that
our freshwater resources are able to en-
hance human health, contribute to the
economy, and help the environment.

Despite being one of our Nation’s
bedrock environmental laws, the Clean
Water Act faces new and unprecedented
challenges.

The Supreme Court recently heard
two Clean Water Act cases, the out-
come of which will have significant im-
plications for Federal efforts to protect
the Nation’s waters from pollution and
destruction. Fortunately, an unprece-
dented array of local, State, regional,
and national officials, professional or-
ganizations, and public interest groups
from across the country and the polit-
ical spectrum have joined in the de-
fense of the Clean Water Act. The un-
paralleled collection of interested par-
ties includes the attorneys general of
33 States plus the District of Columbia;
four former Administrators of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency—Rus-
sell Train, Douglas Costle, William
Reilly, and Carol Browner; nine cur-
rent and former members of the U.S.
Senate and U.S. House of Representa-
tives who were directly involved in the
passage of the 1972 Act and its reaffir-
mation in 1977; the Association of
State Wetlands Managers, the Associa-
tion of State Floodplain Managers, the
Association of State and Interstate
Water Pollution Control Administra-
tors, and the International Association
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies; numer-
ous hunting, fishing, wildlife and out-
door recreation organizations and busi-
nesses, including Ducks Unlimited, the
National Wildlife Federation, Trout
Unlimited, the American Sportsfishing
Association, Bass Pro Shops, the Orvis
Company, and the Wildlife Manage-
ment Institute, among others; and a
number of local, regional, and national
environmental groups. All of these in-
terests filed briefs expressing strong
support of the Clean Water Act’s core
safeguard: the requirement to obtain a
permit before discharging pollutants
into waters of the United States.

With such strong support for the
Clean Water Act, which is grounded in
the language, history, and purpose of
the law itself, I hope that the Supreme
Court will follow its own precedent and
reaffirm Federal protections for
streams, headwaters, tributaries, and
wetlands that have long been covered
by the Act.

Whatever the outcome of these crit-
ical cases, Congress must reaffirm the
historical scope of the Clean Water
Act. The best way to do this is through
passage of the Clean Water Authority
Restoration Act, S. 912. This bill sim-
ply confirms that the Act has always
covered all of these waters, consistent
with Congress’s clear intent, by codi-
fying the regulatory definition of ‘‘wa-
ters of the United States’ that has
been in use since 1973.
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