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water users, from tribes to the State to
local entities.

Ron not only has dedicated his life to
managing critical natural resources in
southeast Idaho, he has also carried on
the tradition of his parents in reaching
out caring arms to disadvantaged
youth. It is this calling that he intends
to pursue in retirement, managing the
Pearl House Project in Idaho Falls, a
full-service residential youth center for
children in crisis. I am certain that his
vast management knowledge gained
from years as watermaster will serve
him well in this endeavor. I congratu-
late Ron and his family on his retire-
ment and wish him well. Idaho’s agri-
culture community’s loss is the youth
of southeastern Idaho’s gain.

———

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, as
Dean of the Senate Women, I rise on
this day in Women’s History Month to
honor the unique contributions women
have made to America since its begin-
ning and to pay my respects to all the
forgotten women who have served this
country. Women’s roles in history are
often overlooked and undervalued. But
we have shaped, and continue to shape,
society—not only in terms of battles
fought and won—but through great so-
cial movements.

Women were the driving force behind
the abolitionists, who helped end slav-
ery and fought for the fourteenth
amendment. And, of course, women led
the suffragist movement, which sought
to curb domestic violence by ending
drinking and gave women control of
their lives with the right to vote. The
list goes on and on—and it is still
growing.

Last month, we said goodbye to a
true pioneer for women’s rights—Betty
Friedan. Ms. Friedan opened Ameri-
cans’ minds to the possibility of a new
role for women in our country with her
book, ‘“The Feminine Mystique.” She
provided the spark in 1963 to launch an-
other movement for women’s rights.
And she kept that fire going—dedi-
cating her life to fighting for equality,
founding the National Organization for
Women and NARAL, and cofounding
the National Women’s Political Caucus
with Gloria Steinem and myself.

Last month, Maryland and the world
also said hello to another female star
in her own right—Kimmie Meissner of
Bel Air, MD, who took sixth place in
Olympic women’s figure skating. Every
March, we point to those women who
have come before us and who have
paved the way for current advances,
but it is only right and proper that we
also salute the ones who are making
history as we speak and inspiring other
young women to follow their dreams.
This year, we salute Kimmie Meissner
and the honor she brought Maryland
and our great Nation with her talent,
skills and sportsmanship.

The passion that inspired both of
these women is the same that helped
me to realize my own dreams—giving
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me the courage to break the glass ceil-
ing as a social worker, a Baltimore
City councilwoman, a U.S. Congress-
woman and now as a U.S. Senator.
That is why I sponsored legislation as
a Congresswoman in 1981 to establish a
Women’s History Week and then in the
Senate to expand the observance into
Women’s History Month in 1987.

As the first Democratic woman elect-
ed to the Senate in her own right in
1986, I have seen the Senate women
grow to the nine Democratic women
Senators and 14 total women we have
now. Today, I am Dean of the Senate
Women—welcoming and guiding
women Senators when they first take
office and building coalitions to get
things done once they are here.

Together, we have been working to
add to the legacy of women’s history,
and every year during this month we
are especially reminded of our ongoing
fight for equality. Since 1992, women
Senators have tripled funding for do-
mestic violence shelters, increased
funding for child care by 68 percent and
small business lending to women by 86
percent. And we have passed such im-
portant legislation as the Family and
Medical Leave Act, the Violence
Against Women Act, and the Breast
Cancer Research Stamp Act.

One of the issues that has been most
important to me is women’s health.
When I first came to the Senate, wom-
en’s health wasn’t a national priority.
But since then I have helped to estab-
lish an Office of Research on Women’s
Health at the National Institutes of
Health, to increase women’s involve-
ment in clinical drug trials, and to in-
crease funding for breast cancer re-
search by 700 percent since 1992. I will
continue to fight to make sure that
women’s health remains a priority in
the Federal checkbook and that women
are not left behind when it comes to
their survival.

This year in the Senate I have also
been fighting to save American work-
ers’ pensions. Women are more likely
to have either lower pensions than men
or no private pension at all. That is
why it is so important to make sure
their retirement is secure. And that is
why I fought with my colleagues to im-
prove retirement security for women
by ensuring better survivor benefits
and better rights for divorced women
in the new pension legislation.

Because women are less likely to
have these private pensions, make less
money than men on average, and are
more likely to work fewer years than
men due to family responsibilities, So-
cial Security is also of particular im-
portance to us. Last year, I success-
fully fought to protect Social Security
from privatization so that women and
all people are guaranteed lifetime, in-
flation-proof Social Security. I truly
believe that privatization of Social Se-
curity would have been a bad deal for
women and would have increased pov-
erty among them. Whether mothers are
at home raising children or in the
workplace, Social Security must re-
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main a guaranteed benefit, not a guar-
anteed gamble. That is why I will con-
tinue to stand sentry to keep the ‘secu-
rity’ in Social Security.

And I will continue fighting to close
the wage gap between men and women.
Women make this country run—we are
business leaders, entrepreneurs, politi-
cians, mothers and more. But even in
2006, women who work full-time year
round earn only 76 cents for every $1
their male counterpart makes.

There are many terrific accomplish-
ments we have made and are con-
tinuing to make in the ongoing strug-
gle for women’s equality. I am so proud
of the women who I serve with in the
Senate and the work that we do, but I
am reminded, especially during this
month, that we can do more. Betty
Friedan, Kimmie Meissner, and mil-
lions of women past and present serve
as models for unwavering advocates for
equality, justice, women and positive
change. So during this Women’s His-
tory Month I not only honor their
courage and hard work, I vow to carry
on their legacy.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

A PROUD TRADITION

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize two outstanding
young Idahoans who are here this
week, getting a little taste of what it is
like to work in and around the U.S.
Senate. In the top 1 percent of Idaho
students, Kortnee Hurless and Tenaya
Pina, both from Camas County High
School, were selected to participate in
the U.S. Senate Youth Program this
week. Kortnee and Tenaya have been
able to attend policy addresses by
Members of this body as well as Cabi-
net members, officials from the De-
partment of Defense, directors of var-
ious Federal agencies, and will meet
with a Justice of the Supreme Court.

Kortnee and Tenaya were selected for
this program because they have dem-
onstrated superior achievement and
leadership at school and in their com-
munity. Idaho is very proud of these
young women. Vision, purpose, com-
mitment to challenging goals such as
Tenaya and Kortnee have shown do not
typically remain hidden in the back-
ground. I wouldn’t be surprised to hear
their names in leadership roles in the
not too distant future. Past graduates
of this 44-year program include my col-
league, the distinguished Senator
SUSAN CoLLINS from Maine, Presi-
dential advisers, and former Lieuten-
ant Governor of Idaho, David LeRoy.
Tenaya and Courtney carry on a fine
tradition of Idaho’s involvement in the
leadership of our country at the high
school level. I congratulate them on
this tremendous achievement. They are
shining examples of the abilities and
promise of Idaho’s youth.e
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