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He was commissioned in 1998 as a Second
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, following gradua-
tion from the Marion Military Institute. He
earned a Bachelors Degree in Business Ad-
ministration from National University in San
Diego. After completing the Armor Officer
Basic Course in Fort Knox, Kentucky, Daniel
was assigned to 4-64 Armor Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Georgia, where he served as Assistant Bat-
talion Maintenance Officer. He was deployed
to Kuwait in 2002 for Operation Enduring
Freedom. In 2003, he was sent to Iraq for Op-
eration Iragi Freedom as the 1st Platoon
Leader in Bravo Company and after returning
he was sent again with Charlie Company as
Executive Officer.

After completing the Armor Officer Ad-
vanced Course in 2005, Daniel has been as-
signed to the 6th Recruiting Brigade Las
Vegas, Nevada, serving as Brigade Assistant
S3.

Daniel's awards and decorations include the
Bronze Star Medal with Valor, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal,
Presidential Unit Citation, National Defense
Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Army Reserve
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, and
Combat Action Badge.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Captain Daniel L. Van Kirk on the floor of the
House today. He is a model of patriotism and
a fine example to all members of the military
and citizens of Nevada.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, though | was
absent on Thursday, March 9, 2006 for per-
sonal reasons, | wish to have my intended
votes recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

March 9, 2006: Rollcall vote 33 on Ordering
the Previous Question on the Rule for H.R.
2829—"aye”; rollcall vote 34 on Chabot
amendment to H.R. 2829—"aye”; rollcall vote
35 on the Hooley amendment to H.R. 2829—
“aye”; rollcall vote 36 on the Paul amendment
to H.R. 2829—"nay”; rollcall vote 37 on the
Rehberg amendment to H.R. 2829—"aye”;
and rollcall vote 38 on the final passage of
H.R. 2829—"aye.”

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WEB-
STER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPART-
MENT

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Webster Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Fifteen courageous citizens formed
this outstanding and brave fire department on
March 23, 1906. Since its inception, the de-
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partment has had over 850 faithful volunteers
that have protected the communities of East
Webster, Village of Webster, and North East
Penfield.

Today, the Webster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment has a membership of 140 brave fire-
fighters who on average respond to 1,200
calls per year. These calls for aid range from
fires, accidents, emergency medical care and
service calls; all showing the department’s
ability to assist the varying needs of the com-
munities they proudly serve. In addition to
their heroic tasks, the department also pro-
vides fire prevention programs, CPR and first
aid training for all citizens. The Webster Fire
Department also works closely with various
neighborhood groups such as local Boy
Scouts troops, Girl Scouts troops, and various
other groups.

In honoring their 100th anniversary, the
Webster Fire Department will begin its cele-
bration with a founders banquet, followed by a
gigantic carnival and parade for the entire
community.

| stand here today proud of the services
these brave men and women provide our
area. Their strong tradition of service and
bravery has kept our citizens safe over the
past century. | personally thank the Webster
Volunteer Fire Department and thank them for
their past service as well as the next 100
years that lie ahead.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HEIGHTS
PLAYERS

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the 50th anniversary of the
Heights Players, Brooklyn’s oldest community
theater group.

For half a century, families, children and in-
dividuals living in the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict and surrounding areas have been en-
riched through the exposure to quality theater
offerings at a reasonable price. The Heights
Players has also excelled at providing an out-
let for amateur and professional actors, techni-
cians, writers, designers and directors to hone
their skills, gain experience, and perform be-
fore a live audience.

Since its inception in December 1956, those
involved with the Heights Players have worked
to establish the group not only as a commu-
nity theater, but also as a growing nonprofit
theatrical organization. In its 50 seasons of
operation, the Heights Players has made
many contributions to the community, such as
the Theater for Children program, and per-
formances for senior citizens and hospitalized
children who otherwise lack the means to ac-
cess this type of cultural and educational ex-
perience.

The Heights Players has extended their
community service in recent years, reaching
countless other city residents through their
unique and creative offerings. Since 1988, the
group has completed performances for over
1,000 homeless New Yorkers each year.

In recognition of its extraordinary efforts on
behalf of disadvantaged New Yorkers, the or-
ganization has received a host of special
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awards and commendations over the years
from the Partnership for the Homeless, the
Brooklyn Borough President, the Brooklyn
Heights Association, and the New York City
Council.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 50th anniversary of the Heights
Players, and join with my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to commend this or-
ganization and all of its creative members for
their outstanding service and dedication to
making live theater accessible for those living
in the New York City metropolitan area.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUE W. KELLY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday,
March 8, 2006 on the motion to instruct con-
ferees regarding the Pension Protection Act,
H.R. 2830, | meant to vote “yes” on the mo-
tion but inadvertently voted “no.”

HONORING THE GOOD HOPE
BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the recent accomplishments
of a very special church in Lafayette, LA.

On March 5, 2006, members of the con-
gregation of Good Hope Bapist Church gath-
ered to dedicate their new Family Life Center.
This day was the culmination of an 8-year
project that not only provides a new facility to
the church, but much needed jobs for its com-
munity as well. Credit for the Family Life Cen-
ter should go to the Building Committee, under
the leadership of Othus Doomes, Jr. and the
church’s pastor, Dr. Ricky Carter, who were
instrumental in bringing the vision of the cen-
ter to fruition.

The purpose of the center is to provide for
the total needs of a person—emotional, spir-
itual, material, practical, functional, psycho-
logical, intellectual and social. It will provide a
variety of uses for its community including day
care, recreational activities, as well as class-
rooms for educational purposes. The new fa-
cility is equipped with a commercial kitchen, to
provide hot meals for those in need, as well a
gymnasium which can also be used for wor-
ship service.

Today, | honor Dr. Carter and the entire
congregation of Good Hope Baptist Church,
and congratulate them for the completion of
this great facility, which will benefit Lafayette
for many years to come.

——————

THE NATIONAL UNIFICATION
COUNCIL CEASES TO EXIST

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, on February
27, Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian declared
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