H1482

these issues, generate pressure on Viet-
namese officials, and hold the Vietnamese
government accountable.

| am hopeful H. Con. Res. 320 will serve as
a small stepping-stone towards the ultimate
liberation and freedom of the Vietnamese peo-
ple, and | urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise in strong support of House
Concurrent Resolution 320, a resolution that
calls for the release of Dr. Pham Hong Son
and other political prisoners and prisoners of
conscience in Vietnam.

Dr. Pham was imprisoned in 2002 for the
simple act of translating a document posted
on the U.S. Embassy’s website entitled, “What
is Democracy?” He has tirelessly worked in
non-violent ways to promote democracy and
freedom of speech, expression, and associa-
tion in Vietnam.

But Dr. Pham is not alone. Thousands of
peaceful activists have been harassed, impris-
oned, or been placed under house arrest for
calling for basic human rights in Vietham. The
State Department, the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom, Amnesty
International, the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists, and various Vietnamese-American
groups have documented egregious violations
of religious freedom, human rights, and free
speech in the country.

For the past two years, the State Depart-
ment has designated Vietnam a ‘“country of
particular concern” which means Vietham has
been engaged in systematic, ongoing, egre-
gious violations of religious freedom. In com-
pany with Vietnam are such human rights vio-
lators as Sudan, Burma, China, Iran, and
North Korea.

In its 2005 report, the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom states, “the
government of Vietnam continues to commit
systematic and egregious violations of reli-
gious freedom by harassing, detaining, impris-
oning, and discriminating against leaders and
practitioners from all of Vietnam’s religious
communities. Religious freedom conditions in
Vietham remain poor, and the overall human
rights situation has deteriorated in the past
two years.”

The Committee to Protect Journalists says,
“Press conditions in Vietnam largely stagnated
in 2005, despite efforts by the country’s lead-
ers to project an image of greater openness.
Three writers remained imprisoned on anti-
state charges for material distributed online;
print and broadcast media continued to work
under the supervision of the government; and
attacks on journalists were common.”

For the past year, Vietham has sought a
new relationship with the United States. Prime
Minister Phan Van Khai and several other
high-level members of the Vietnamese govern-
ment visited the U.S. in 2005. But if the Viet-
namese government expects to cultivate this
new relationship, it must start by respecting
basic human rights of all citizens of Vietnam.

| hope this Congress will show strong sup-
port for change in Vietham by unanimously
passing House Concurrent Resolution 320
today.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 320 which
calls for the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Dr. Pham Hong Son and other polit-
ical prisoners in Vietham. The Socialist Re-
public of Vietnam has been holding prisoners
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because of their exercise of basic human
rights including freedom of speech, religion,
movement, and association.

Dr. Pham Hong Son was indicted and im-
prisoned for translating an article on the Web
site of the U.S. Embassy in Vietnam entitled
“What is Democracy?” and circulating the arti-
cle among friends and senior party officials.
He was subsequently sentenced to 13 years
imprisonment and 3 years of house arrest on
espionage charges after a half-day closed trial
that deprived him of due process. The Viet-
namese Constitution and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), of which Vietnam is a state party,
both protect the rights to freedom of opinion
and speech. The government of Vietham
should uphold their obligations under the
ICCPR and honor other internationally recog-
nized standards for basic freedoms and
human rights before their accession into the
World Trade Organization.

The fall of the Republic of Vietnam dis-
placed approximately three million Viet-
namese. My late husband Ricardo J. Bordallo
was Governor of Guam at the time of Oper-
ation New Life. | vividly remember how the
Guam community came together in solidarity
with the Vietnamese people and worked hard
to help comfort these brave individuals who
had left all their worldly possessions behind in
the name of freedom. The people of Guam
empathized with the Vietnamese refugees,
and we opened our hearts as well as our is-
land to them. One of my assignments as First
Lady was to organize the care for the hun-
dreds of orphan babies that arrived in Oper-
ation Baby Lift. This was a moving experience
that has remained one of my fondest memo-
ries of my husband’s first term as Governor of
Guam.

Of the 150,000 Vietnamese who arrived on
Guam in April 1975, many decided to return to
Vietnam to help rebuild their motherland. Un-
fortunately, those who remained in Vietnam
now face a Socialist government that denies
them basic human rights of freedom of
speech, religion, movement, and association.
They deserve the right to a fair trial and due
process.

Today, Congress calls on Vietnamese au-
thorities to end all forms of repression against
small religious sects and for the release of all
Vietnamese political prisoners who have legiti-
mately and peacefully exercised their rights. |
urge passage of H. Con. Res. 320.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 320, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

——————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT SAUDI ARABIA SHOULD
FULLY LIVE UP TO WORLD
TRADE ORGANIZATION COMMIT-
MENTS AND END BOYCOTT ON
ISRAEL

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 370) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that
Saudi Arabia should fully live up to its
World Trade Organization commit-
ments and end all aspects of any boy-
cott on Israel.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 370

Whereas the United States supported the
accession of Saudi Arabia to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in 2005;

Whereas, as part of the working party re-
port for the accession of Saudia Arabia to
the WTO, Saudi Arabia reiterated its com-
mitment to terminate the secondary and ter-
tiary boycotts on Israel;

Whereas Saudi Arabia also committed not
to discriminate against any WTO members
and specifically did not invoke the non-ap-
plication provisions of the WTO Agreement,
and thus has rights and obligations to all
WTO members, including Israel;

Whereas, in spite of these commitments to
WTO members and United States officials,
press reports indicate that an official of the
Government of Saudi Arabia has stated that
Saudi Arabia has not committed to ending
the primary boycott on Israel, which would
violate Saudi Arabia’s WTO obligations to-
ward Israel;

Whereas United States Trade
Represenative Portman has testified to the
Committee on Ways and Means of the House
of Representatives that Saudi Arabia’s appli-
cation of the boycott is a ‘‘big concern’ of
the United States; that Saudi Arabia did not
invoke non-application of WTO commit-
ments to Israel, so that Saudi Arabia is re-
quired to provide nondiscriminatory treat-
ment to Israel; and that the United States
Trade Representative has received assur-
ances from Saudi Arabia that it will abide by
its WTO commitments; and

Whereas the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) scheduled its ‘“‘Ninth Meet-
ing of the Liaison Officers of Islamic Re-
gional Officers for the Boycott of Israel’” for
the week of March 13, 2006, at the OIC’s head-
quarters in Saudi Arabia: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) Saudi Arabia should maintain and fully
live up to its commitments under the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and end all as-
pects of any boycott on Israel; and

(2) the President, the United States Trade
Representative, and the Secretary of State—

(A) should continue their active involve-
ment on this issue by strongly urging the
Government of Saudi Arabia to comply with
its WTO obligations; and

(B) should urge Saudi Arabia to end any
boycott on Israel.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SHAW) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I am delighted to introduce this reso-
lution and support it, which has also
the support of the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) and I believe
probably is one of the best bipartisan
resolutions to come before this Con-
gress in a while.

This resolution would express the
sense of the Congress that Saudi Ara-
bia should fully live up to its World
Trade Organization commitments and
end all aspects of any boycott on
Israel.

In 2005, the United States supported
the accession of Saudi Arabia to the
World Trade Organization. During this
process, Saudi Arabia reiterated its
commitment to terminate the sec-
ondary and tertiary boycotts on Israel.

Additionally, it committed not to
discriminate against any World Trade
Organization members; and specifi-
cally, it did not invoke the nonapplica-
tion provision of the World Trade Orga-
nization agreement. Because of this,
Saudi Arabia has rights and obligation
to all the World Trade Organization
members, including Israel. Given this,
we should not have to be here today de-
bating this resolution on the floor of
the House.

Instead, today Members should be
able to praise Saudi Arabia for its for-
ward thinking and its upcoming ex-
panded role in the global economy. Un-
fortunately, though, many of my col-
leagues and I have read press reports
that an official of the government of
Saudi Arabia has stated that Saudi
Arabia has not committed to ending
the primary boycott on Israel. This
would be a clear violation of its World
Trade Organization commitments to
Israel.

I am pleased that when United States
Trade Representative Rob Portman
testified before the Ways and Means
Committee he stated that Saudi Ara-
bia’s application of the boycott is a big
concern of the United States. He also
reiterated that Saudi Arabia is re-
quired to provide nondiscriminatory
treatment to Israel. I appreciate Am-
bassador Portman’s efforts in this area.

This resolution would provide further
support for the stated position of the
USTR by establishing that it is the
sense of the Congress that Saudi Ara-
bia should maintain and fully live up
to its commitments under the World
Trade Organization and end all aspects
of any boycott on Israel. It also urges
the President, the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative and the Secretary of State
to continue their efforts to ensure that
this is exactly what happens. I ask my
colleagues to vote ‘‘aye’ on this reso-
lution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW) in
introducing this resolution we are con-
sidering today. As Mr. SHAW pointed
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out, last year the United States nego-
tiated a bilateral trade agreement with
Saudi Arabia which paved its admis-
sion into the WTO in December.

A key commitment as part of the
United States’ agreement with the
Saudis was that they would not have
any further boycott with Israel, either
primary or secondary. It was also clear
that they would not invoke the non-
application provision of the WTO
agreement, meaning that it agreed it
would treat all WTO members, includ-
ing Israel, equally.

Yes, the primary responsibility was
to eliminate the secondary boycott;
but in not invoking the nonapplication
provision, it agreed to treat all WTO
countries equally, including Israel.
This was a key commitment for the
United States’ approval of an agree-
ment that paved the way for the Saudis
entering the WTO.

Unfortunately, the Saudis’ action in
recent months appears to fly in the
face of that commitment. In December,
Saudi officials were quoted in the press
as insisting that Saudi Arabia would
continue its participation in the pri-
mary boycott against Israel which pro-
hibits imports of Israeli goods. Saudi
Arabia’s continued participation in the
boycott conflicts directly with the
country’s commitment as a WTO mem-
ber to treat all nations in a non-
discriminatory manner.

What is even more disturbing is that
Saudi Arabia has not only continued to
participate in the boycott, but Saudi
Arabia has helped to promote it. In
March, Saudi Arabia hosted a meeting
of the Organization of Islamic Con-
ference, an international organization
with 57 member countries. The purpose
of this meeting was to discuss
strengthening the Arab League boycott
against Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the United
States must not stand silently while
the Saudis disregard the commitments
that it made to us and the WTO to
treat all countries equally. We must in-
sist that the Saudis live up to their
commitments.

I urge President Bush, the U.S. Trade
Representative and all members of the
administration to call upon the Saudis
to adhere to the commitments that
they made to us, that they made to the
WTO. It is time for them to end their
boycott against Israel, not just the sec-
ondary but the primary boycott. I urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY).

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that
Saudi Arabia should end its economic
boycott of Israel. I want to personally
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
SHAW) and my very good friend, the
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gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN), for introducing this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, no one is born knowing
how to hate. Hate needs to be taught.
The Saudi Kingdom, our so-called part-
ner in peace and ally in the fight
against terrorism, has turned teaching
hatred into a perverted science and a
twisted art form.

Last year the Bush administration
supported Saudi Arabia’s accession to
the World Trade Organization. As a
condition of joining the WTO, the
Saudis agreed to end all boycotts of
Israel. Their Foreign Minister repeated
this pledge to our Secretary of State.
Israel is our strongest ally in the Mid-
dle East. This boycott has hurt Israel’s
economy since its founding in 1948. The
Israeli Chamber of Commerce esti-
mates that Israeli exports are 10 per-
cent less than they would be without
the boycott; investment in Israel, 10
percent lower.

It is no surprise to me that the
Saudis have not honored their commit-
ment to end the boycott. The reasons
to me are painfully apparent: anti-
Semitism and a hatred for Israel. Saudi
Arabia continues to be one of the few
nations to participate in the boycott
when many of its neighbors have given
up. In 1990, Egypt was the first nation
to abandon the boycott. Jordan fol-
lowed in 1995. The Palestinian Author-
ity dropped the boycott in 1995 as well.
In 1994, several of the gulf states aban-
doned their secondary and tertiary
boycotts. In 2005, just last year, Bah-
rain announced it was completely with-
drawing from the boycott.

The Saudi government has repeat-
edly said that Saudi Arabia is not anti-
Semitic. Oh, really, Mr. Speaker. These
are the same Saudis that support ter-
rorism, export terrorism, finance ter-
rorism, the same Saudis that spew rac-
ist and anti-Semitic hatred, and the
same Saudis that have the worst record
on the planet when it comes to reli-
gious intolerance and discrimination.

The Saudis say they share our values.
Exactly what values do they think
they share with the United States?
They do not value a hate-free edu-
cation for their children. Saudi school-
books paint an ugly, distorted portrait
of a world in which Israel does not
exist. The 9/11 attacks were perpetrated
by so-called Zionist conspiracies, and
the anti-Semitic and fictitious ‘“Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion” is taught as
actual history. These schoolbooks are
the official publications of the edu-
cation ministry.

They do not value religious freedom
and pluralism. Saudi Arabia bans all
religions except Islam. Saudi Arabia’s
religious beliefs have even gone so far
as banning the Barbie doll, calling
them Jewish toys that are offensive to
Islam.

They couldn’t value honesty because
last year the Saudi Crown Prince told
Saudi television that ‘‘Zionists” were
behind the attack at the oil facility in
Yanbu. The Crown Prince also is
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quoted as saying, ‘‘Our country is tar-
geted. You know who is behind all of
this. It is Zionism.”’” That is dishonest.
That is a lie, Mr. Speaker.

The United States Congress, by vot-
ing for this resolution, can take a
strong stand against this type of reli-
gious and racial intolerance. Congress
can take a strong stand on behalf of a
fellow democracy and our most reliable
ally in the Middle East. And Congress
can take a strong stand to demand that
the Saudis live up to their obligations
and promises, the ones they made in
order to get into the WTO with Amer-
ican support.

I urge the Saudis to fulfill their
international obligations and promises
by ending the Israeli boycott. I urge
immediate passage of this resolution.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 370 expressing the sense of
Congress that Saudi Arabia should
fully live up to its World Trade Organi-
zation commitments and end all as-
pects of any boycott on Israel.

I take this position because I believe
that as we continue to move towards
resolution of problems and towards
peaceful resolution of difficulty, we
have to begin someplace. I am often re-
minded of something that John Ken-
nedy supposedly said, and that is that
peace is not found only in treaties, cov-
enants and charters, but in the hearts
of men, and I imagine if he was around
today he would say men and women.

I think that resolution of this boy-
cott would move positively in the di-
rection of peace in the Middle East,
and so I strongly support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Let me just say that this is an impor-
tant resolution because I think all of
us believe that for peace in the Middle
East it is important to open up eco-
nomic opportunity within the entire
region. This administration has put a
priority on moving forward with free
trade agreements in the Middle East
with the support of both Democrats
and Republicans. Because we do believe
in commerce, there is an opportunity
for better understanding in that region
of the world.

We have concluded free trade agree-
ments with other countries and we
have made it clear that the boycott
against Israel must be eliminated. Not
only eliminated, but the country must
reach out so there is full participation
among all of the countries of the re-
gion so they all can benefit economi-
cally from commerce within that re-
gion.

Saudi Arabia is a major country in
the Middle East. They need to exercise
leadership in the Middle East. And in
doing that, they must join us in our
fight against terror and our fight
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against terrorism. They also must join
us in making it clear that all countries
in the Middle East need to be included
in economics and commerce. They need
to eliminate their boycott against
Israel.

We thought we had an understanding
when we entered into an agreement
that led to their accession into the
WTO. Clearly the Saudis are not living
up to that commitment. I think it is
extremely important that this country
make it clear that we cannot tolerate
that type of conduct by the Saudis. It
is time for them to end their boycott
against Israel and exercise leadership
in the Middle East so we can move for-
ward with peace in the Middle East. I
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, this resolu-
tion is important beyond just the pages
of the resolution itself. It is important
as to the future of world trade. Are we
as a member of the World Trade Orga-
nization, are we going to support the
values, the obligations that we have
and that other nations have to other
nations within the World Trade Organi-
zation?

We pride ourselves as being a govern-
ment of laws. This means that we have
to adhere to our own laws. And also it
goes beyond that. We have to adhere to
our obligations. And our trading part-
ners should also be required to do so.

But this particular one, pinpointing
this boycott of Israel, is particularly
important because through free trade
comes understanding. It comes the free
flow of goods. It also brings about the
free flow of ideas which brings about
understanding, which brings about
world peace. This is the pathway to
world peace, and there is no place it is
needed more than it is in the Middle
East. And our good friend Israel needs
help with regard to getting along with
its neighbors. And this is a good step
forward.

So I would ask all Members to sup-
port this resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of this bill, and | commend my good
friends Mr. SHAW and Mr. CARDIN for intro-
ducing this timely and very important resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, after a years-long quest, Saudi
Arabia finally acceded to membership in the
World Trade Organization late last year.

Unfortunately, the Saudis acceded in letter
only—and in a spirit utterly contrary to the
principles of free trade embodied by that orga-
nization. Moreover, it now appears that Saudi
Arabia, having gained accession, has abso-
lutely no intention of implementing even the
letter of WTO rules.

As Saudi Arabia has now made clear in the
aftermath of its accession, it has absolutely no
intention of ending its boycott of trade with
Israel. This is a direct violation of Saudi Ara-
bia’s WTO obligations to Israel.

Earlier this month, as if to underscore its
disregard for the WTO rules to which it is for-
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mally committed, Saudi Arabia hosted a con-
ference called “Ninth Meeting of the Liaison
Officers of Islamic Regional Officers for the
Boycott of Israel.”

Mr. Speaker, there is indeed a mechanism
by which a WTO member-state can invoke an
exception regarding its commitments to an-
other member-state, but Saudi Arabia did not
invoke that exception regarding Israel. And it
doesn’t take a genius to figure out why: The
ruling royals no doubt thought that, if they in-
voked that exception, the U.S. Congress
would persuade the Administration to veto
their accession to the WTO.

So they deceitfully and cynically deceived
us into thinking that they had taken a dramatic
decision to open trade ties with Israel, all the
while planning to continue their boycott
unabated.

Clearly, USTR thought they had an agree-
ment for an end to the boycott. After signing
off on Saudi accession in September last year,
USTR boasted that Saudi membership in the
WTO meant that—and | quote from a USTR
press release—"“Saudi Arabia is legally obli-
gated to provide most-favored nation treat-
ment to all WTO members, including Israel.
Any government sanctioned activity on the
Boycott would be a violation of Saudi Arabia’s
obligations and subject to dispute settlement.
This legal obligation cannot be changed.”

So the Saudis not only deceived the U.S.
Congress; they have embarrassed the U.S.
Trade Representative and left themselves
open to dispute settlement mechanisms.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. helped shepherd
Saudi Arabia into the WTO. We have a right
to expect the Saudis to obey its rules. Most of
all, we have a right to expect them to honor
their commitments to us.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation has many issues of
concern regarding Saudi Arabia—including
lack of human rights, a benighted educational
system, and ongoing support for extremist
madrasas around the world. Nevertheless, this
body has every right to expect that the Admin-
istration will place an extremely high priority
on persuading the Saudis to fulfill their
pledges as WTO members, particularly re-
garding trade with Israel.

The Saudis, we now see, entered the WTO
under false premises. They must put this situ-
ation aright once and for all. They must end
their boycott of Israel without delay, and the
Administration should not let Saudi rulers have
a moment’s rest until they comply.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support this resolu-
tion, and | urge all my colleagues to do like-
wise.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, after 12 years
of difficult negotiation, Saudi Arabia joined the
World Trade Organization last November. This
was good news—the Saudi government has
the potential to further join the world commu-
nity as a responsible actor on the world stage,
and the Saudi economy is a large one that will
benefit from international trade, as will the
U.S. in turn from increased commerce with the
Arab nation. However, the Saudis are yet
again missing a unique opportunity to reform,
blinded by an irrational hatred of their neigh-
bor, Israel.

This is part of a larger fabric of unaccept-
able behavior on the part of Saudi Arabia,
which seeks greater ties with the West while
maintaining its autocratic and anti-democratic
policies. State-sponsored Saudi TV regularly
broadcasts not just anti-Israeli diatribes, but
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anti-American propaganda as well, further en-
couraging the attitudes that lead to terrorism.
The fact that Saudi nationals continue to sig-
nificantly fund international terrorism, as re-
ported this week by the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, means that Saudis have a long way to
go to match their anti-terror rhetoric with their
actions. As | have in the past, | once again
call on Saudi leader Prince Faisal to take re-
sponsibility for his government’s actions which
promote hatred and the repercussions it has
on Saudi Arabia’s relations with other coun-
tries.

As President Carter said in 1977, the Israeli
boycott “goes to the heart of free trade among
nations,” and is clearly unacceptable from a
member of the World Trade Organization. This
boycott, in place since the founding of Israel in
1945, has no place in the modern, globalized
world. Recognizing this, several Gulf States
are withdrawing from the boycott, and gaining
both political and economic benefits. In the
face of these events, Saudi Arabia’s recal-
citrance is all the more puzzling.

Mr. Speaker, Saudi Arabia has reportedly
agreed to end the secondary and tertiary as-
pects of the anti-Israeli boycott, but is stopping
short of allowing direct trade with its neighbor.
Such half-measures are clearly not accept-
able. All World Trade Organization members
must treat all other members equally. Accord-
ing to diplomats, Saudi Arabia affirmed this
principle with respect to Israel before being
admitted to the WTO. Today’s resolution ex-
presses the sense of Congress that Saudi
Arabia must live up to its commitments as a
member of the World Trade Organization and
end its boycott against Israel. | strongly urge
my colleagues to support this resolution.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 370, a resolu-
tion that calls on Saudi Arabia to end its boy-
cott of Israel.

In 2005, Saudi Arabia pledged to the United
States that it would end its boycott of Israel as
part of its accession to the World Trade Orga-
nization. Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal as-
sured Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
that Saudi Arabia would follow all WTO rules,
including the anti-boycott provisions and spe-
cifically pledged to dismantle the secondary
and tertiary elements of the boycott against
Israel during negotiations for WTO accession.
However, shortly after joining the WTO in De-
cember, a Saudi official stated unequivocally
that the boycott would be maintained.

Mr. Speaker, this blatant disregard for the
terms of agreement must be addressed. We
must force an end to the Saudi boycott on
Israel which has been going on far too long.

| have been fighting the Israel boycott since
| came to Congress. In 1993, | introduced
H.R. 1407, the Arab Boycott Arm Sales Prohi-
bition Act, a version of which was signed into
law in September 1993. Thirteen years ago
we talked about the harm the Arab boycott
was causing—that it is a blatantly discrimina-
tory practice which is contrary to free trade. It
is now 2006 and we are still trying to end the
boycott.

Mr. Speaker, | urge this Administration to
continue to take a strong position against the
Saudi boycott on lIsrael. It undermines our ef-
forts in the Middle East to bring peace, sta-
bility and prosperity and it runs contrary to the
obligations of membership in the WTO.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5
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legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the subject of the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 370.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MAYOR JOHN THOMPSON “TOM”
GARRISON MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 4688) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 1 Boyden Street in
Badin, North Carolina, as the ‘“‘Mayor
John Thompson ‘Tom’ Garrison Memo-
rial Post Office”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4688

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MAYOR JOHN THOMPSON “TOM” GAR-
RISON MEMORIAL POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1
Boyden Street in Badin, North Carolina,
shall be known and designated as the
“Mayor John Thompson ‘Tom’ Garrison Me-
morial Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Mayor John Thompson
‘Tom’ Garrison Memorial Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I might
consume. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of H.R. 4688 offered by the distin-
guished gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. HAYES). This bill would des-
ignate the postal facility in Badin,
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North Carolina, as the ‘“‘Mayor John
Thompson ‘Tom’ Garrison Memorial
Post Office.”

Tom Garrison was born on May 25,
1925. He was educated at Badin High
School and completed his postgraduate
work at Staunton Military Academy.
In September of 1943, Mr. Garrison en-
tered the Army and played an active
role in the European Theater of Oper-
ations for 22 months. He received a bat-
tlefield commission and was decorated
with the Silver Star and other honors.

After returning home, Mr. Garrison
married and graduated from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He also served stateside in the Ko-
rean conflict and retired after 20 years
with the North Carolina National
Guard. With the conclusion of his mili-
tary career, Tom Garrison became an
active member in his community of
Badin, serving as the town’s mayor for
over 10 years. He was also a member of
the First Baptist Church, in which he
served in many capacities, as well as
being involved in the Rotary Club, the
Troop Committee of Boy Scout Troop
82, and a member of the board of the
Badin Museum and the Better Badin
Committee.

I urge all members to come together
to honor a man that promoted excel-
lence in government and community
by passing H.R. 4688.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Government Reform Committee,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of H.R. 4688, legislation
naming a postal facility in Badin,
North Carolina after the late John
Thompson Garrison. This measure,
which was introduced by Representa-
tive ROBIN HAYES on February 1, 2006
and unanimously reported by our com-
mittee on March 9, 2006, enjoys the sup-
port and cosponsorship of the entire
North Carolina delegation.

Tom Garrison was born and raised in
Badin. He served in the U.S. Army in
World War IT and returned to his home-
town to settle into the insurance and
real estate business. Active in his
church, community and numerous
local civic organizations, Tom served
as mayor of Badin from 1990 until his
death last year at the age of 80.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to recognize Mayor
Tom Garrison and honor his memory in
this manner.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield as much time as he may con-
sume to my distinguished colleague
from the State of North Carolina (Mr.
HAYES).

Mr. HAYES. I thank the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for
yielding the time. And I want to thank
my good friend, DANNY DAVIS, for his
kind and most appropriate words about
this outstanding and honorable gen-
tleman, Mr. John T. Garrison, Sr.
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