April 5, 2006

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken tomorrow.

Proceedings on motions to suspend
the rules postponed earlier today will
also resume tomorrow.

——————

CONGRATULATING NASA ON THE
26TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FIRST FLIGHT OF THE SPACE
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 366) to congratu-
late the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration on the 25th anni-
versary of the first flight of the Space
Transportation System, to honor Com-
mander John Young and the Pilot Rob-
ert Crippen, who flew Space Shuttle
Columbia on April 12-14, 1981, on its
first orbital test flight, and to com-
mend the men and women of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration and all those supporting Amer-
ica’s space program for their accom-
plishments and their role in inspiring
the American people.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 366

Whereas Space Shuttle Columbia was the
first manned, reusable spacecraft that was
flown into orbit without benefit of previous
unmanned orbital test flights;

Whereas the Space Shuttle Columbia was
the first spacecraft to launch with wings,
using solid rocket boosters;

Whereas the Space Shuttle Columbia was
the first reentry spacecraft to land on a con-
ventional runway;

Whereas the Space Shuttle program has al-
lowed the United States to partner with
other nations to build and to inhabit the
International Space Station;

Whereas the successful return to flight of
the Space Shuttle represents the first leg of
the Nation’s Vision for Space Exploration;

Whereas the men and women of America’s
Space Shuttle program have been instru-
mental in ensuring the Nation’s preeminence
in space exploration for 25 years;

Whereas the very specialized and highly
valued workforce of the Space Shuttle pro-
gram will contribute greatly to the Vision
for Space Exploration as we return to the
Moon, and go on to Mars and beyond;

Whereas, like the explorers Lewis and
Clark who explored our great Nation, John
Young and Robert Crippen opened a new era
of human exploration beyond our planet; and

Whereas heroes such as John Young and
Robert Crippen are a great inspiration to our
next generation of Americans as they stimu-
late interest in the study of math and
science: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) congratulates the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration on the 25th anni-
versary of the first flight of the Space Trans-
portation System;

(2) honors Commander John Young and the
Pilot Robert Crippen, who flew Space Shut-
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tle Columbia on April 12-14, 1981, on its first
orbital test flight; and

(3) commends the men and women of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and all those supporting America’s
space program for their accomplishments
and their role in inspiring the American peo-
ple.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CALVERT) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. BAIRD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H. Con. Res. 366.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HALL).

(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 25th anniversary
of the first flight of the Space Shuttle.

On April 12, 1981, Commander John Young
and Pilot Robert Crippen launched from the
Kennedy Space Center in the Space Shuttle
Columbia. Their successful 3-day test flight of
the manned, reusable spacecraft marked the
beginning of a long career for the Space Shut-
tle that continues today.

Because of the design of the Shuttle, the
spacecraft is uniquely qualified to help Amer-
ica build and supply the International Space
Station. As we work with our international part-
ners to complete the Space Station, the Shut-
tle will help us achieve that goal. For 25 years,
the men and women of our Shuttle program
have done a remarkable job returning the
Shuttle to flight year after year to continue
America’s prominence in space. This resolu-
tion not only commends the first flight of the
Shuttle, but it also recognizes and honors
these dedicated citizens who work every day
to this singular goal.

The Shuttle has seen glory and it has seen
tragedy. The loss of Challenger and Columbia
remind us that space travel is difficult and
dangerous. Astronauts are today’s
Columbuses and Magellans—and their mis-
sion is a fragile and dangerous one. And yet,
the Space Shuttle program continued on be-
cause of the men and women dedicated to the
important work of the space program—work
that benefits all sectors of society and im-
proves the quality of all our lives.

America now has a new Vision for Space
Exploration. We have already achieved the
first step in the new Vision for Space Explo-
ration when the Space Shuttle returned to
flight last summer. Commander Eileen Collins
and her crew successfully executed the 14-
day mission into outer space and delivered
more than 6 tons of needed supplies to the
Space Station. Like many of my colleagues, |
am eagerly anticipating the Shuttle’s next flight
this summer.

| am also looking forward to our next step
in the process—the development of a new ve-
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hicle to replace the Shuttle. We need to make
sure that the transition between these two
spacecrafts is as seamless at possible be-
cause we cannot afford to lose the very spe-
cialized and highly valued Shuttle workforce.
We also need to make sure that the new
spacecraft includes a crew escape system be-
cause our astronauts deserve to be as safe as
possible. | am pleased that NASA will require
this system on the new crew exploration vehi-
cle, and | will be continuing to monitor that de-
velopment.

America leads the world in space explo-
ration, and this is due, in large part, to the
men and women of the Space Shuttle pro-
gram. And this is only the beginning. With as-
tronauts like the ones who traveled over the
years on the Space Shuttle, and specialists
and staff at NASA, America will continue to
push frontiers and lead the world in space ex-
ploration and discovery.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on April 12, 1981, two
American heroes, Commander John
Young and Pilot Robert Crippen, were
strapped into their seats in the Space
Shuttle Columbia and took off into his-
tory, orbiting the Earth for 54 hours, 20
minutes, and 53 seconds. This was the
boldest test flight in history.

The space shuttle was the first reus-
able spacecraft to be flown into orbit
without the benefit of previous un-
manned orbital test flights, and was
the first spacecraft to land on a con-
ventional runway at Edwards Air Force
Base in my home State of California.

Like the explorers Lewis and Clark
who explored our great Nation and who
opened up the West, John Young and
Robert Crippen opened a new era of
human exploration beyond our planet
Earth. Now, as we move forward with
the vision for space exploration, the
successful return to flight of the space
shuttle represents the first step toward
going to the Moon, Mars, and beyond.

Today as a Nation, we want to pay
tribute to the National Space and Aer-
onautics Administration on the 25th
anniversary of the first flight of the
space shuttle. We want to honor Com-
mander John Young and Pilot Robert
Crippen, who flew the first Space Shut-
tle Columbia, on April 12-14, 1981, on its
first orbital test flight. We want to
commend the men and women of NASA
and our aerospace industry for the
roles they play in inspiring the Amer-
ican people. This is what provides the
inspiration to our next generation to
study math and science. This is what
keeps our Nation competitive.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend my
colleague and rise in strong support of
H. Con. Res. 366, a resolution to com-
memorate the first flight of the Space
Shuttle STS-1 and to honor its crew,
Commander John W. Young and Pilot
Robert L. Crippen.

It is hard to believe now, but 25 years
have passed since the Space Shuttle
Columbia took off on its maiden voyage
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