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(A) the work of the Society to perpetuate 

and honor the memory of the brave individ-
uals who fought for freedom during the War 
for Independence; and 

(B) the unfailing devotion of the Society to 
the youth of the United States. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3588. Mr. CRAIG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 4939, making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3589. Mr. BURR submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 4939, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 3590. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself 
and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 4939, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3588. Mr. CRAIG submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4939, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

REPEAL OF PROVISIONS REQUIRING OUTREACH 
TO VETERANS ON BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
AVAILABLE TO VETERANS UNDER LAW 

SEC. ll. Section 228 of The Military Qual-
ity of Life and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–114; 119 Stat. 
2393) is repealed. 

SA 3589. Mr. BURR submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4939, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 238, line 23, strike ‘‘Control and 
Prevention, and’’ and insert ‘‘Control and 
Prevention, $65,000,000 shall be for the 
Smithsonian Institution to carry out global 
and domestic disease surveillance, and’’. 

SA 3590. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for him-
self and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4939, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 162, between lines 12 and 13, insert 
the following: 

RAMAPO RIVER AT OAKLAND FLOOD CONTROL 
PROJECT 

For an additional amount for the Corps of 
Engineers for the completion of the Ramapo 
River at Oakland flood control project in the 
State of New Jersey, $2,500,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
amount provided under this heading is des-
ignated as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 402 H. Con. Res. 95 (109th Con-
gress), the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2006. 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

The hearing will be held on Monday, 
April 24, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. in room SD– 
366 of the Dirksen Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding the eco-
nomic and environmental issues associ-
ated with coal liquefaction technology 
and on implementation of the provi-
sions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
addressing coal gasification. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send two 
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150. 

For further information, please con-
tact John Peschke 202–224–4797 or Shan-
non Ewan at 202–224–7555. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, the chair 
would like to inform the Members of 
the Committee that the Committee 
will hold a hearing on Wednesday, 
April 26, 2006 at 10:30 a.m. in Russell 
428A to address the reauthorization of 
Finance and Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment programs administered by the 
Small Business Administration. 

f 

AUTHORITIES FOR COMMITTEES 
TO MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Monday, 
April 24, at 2:30 p.m. The purpose of 
this hearing is to receive testimony re-
garding the economic and environ-
mental issues associated with coal liq-
uefaction technology and on implemen-
tation of the provisions of the energy 
policy act of 2005 addressing coal lique-
faction. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d–276g, as 
amended, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the Senate Delega-
tion to the Canada-U.S. Inter-
parliamentary Group during the Sec-
ond Session of the 109th Congress: the 
Honorable WAYNE ALLARD of Colorado 
and the Honorable GEORGE V. VOINO-
VICH of Ohio. 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that immediately following 
morning business on Tuesday, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session and to 
the consideration of Calendar No. 602, 
Gary Miller to be a U.S. District Judge 
for the Southern District of Texas; fur-
ther, that there be 5 minutes of debate 
for each of the Senators from Texas 
and that following the use or yielding 
back of that time, the Senate proceed 
to a vote on the nomination; provided 
further that following the vote, the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

REFERRAL OF S. 2612 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that S. 2612 be 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2603 AND S. 2611 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there are two bills at the 
desk due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2603) to reduce temporarily the 
royalty required to be paid for sodium pro-
duced on Federal lands, and for other pur-
poses. 

A bill (S. 2611) to provide for comprehen-
sive immigration reform, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bills on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Without objection, the bills will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 
2006 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:45 a.m. 
tomorrow, Tuesday, April 25. I further 
ask that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved, and the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning business 
for up to 60 minutes, with the first 30 
minutes under the control of the ma-
jority leader or his designee and the 
final 30 minutes under the control of 
the Democratic leader or his designee; 
further, that following the vote on the 
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district judge that was ordered earlier, 
the Senate then resume consideration 
of H.R. 4939, the emergency supple-
mental appropriations bill, for debate 
only until after the 2:15 recess. I fur-
ther ask that the Senate stand in re-
cess from 12:30 until 2:15 to accommo-
date the weekly policy luncheons. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President and 
colleagues, the first vote of the week 
will be tomorrow morning at approxi-
mately 11 o’clock on a district judge. 
Following that vote, we will begin con-
sideration of the emergency supple-
mental appropriations bill. Senators 
who intend to offer amendments to 
that bill are reminded to work with the 
bill managers. Additional votes obvi-
ously will occur, we hope, tomorrow 
afternoon. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that the Senate 
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order following the remarks of 
Senator INHOFE and Senator SPECTER 
for up to 15 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NETT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FEDERAL JUDGE 
EDWARD R. BECKER 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to speak about the 
extraordinary career of Federal Judge 
Edward R. Becker who was appointed 
to the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in 
1970, was elevated to the Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit in 1982, was 
Chief Judge of the Circuit Court from 
February 1998 until May 2003, and con-
tinues to serve as a Senior Judge. 

In addition to his 35-plus years on the 
Federal bench, he also has the distinc-
tion of being the 101st United States 
Senator. Some, who have laid claim to 
the position of 101st Senator, have en-
hanced their status. To identify Judge 
Becker as the 101st Senator is to en-
hance the status of the United States 
Senate. 

Judge Becker became a member of 
the Senate’s family by his negotiating, 
cajoling, and writing most of Senate 
Bill 852 dealing with asbestos reform. 

At my request, he convened the so- 
called stakeholders—that is, the manu-
facturers, labor—AFL–CIO, insurers 
and trial lawyers—in his Philadelphia 
chambers for 2 days in August 2003 to 
preside over discussions leading to the 
structuring of the asbestos reform bill. 

Thereafter, on about 50 occasions, 
frequently with my being present, he 
continued to preside over negotiations 
with stakeholders in meetings attended 
by 20 to 50 interested parties. Beyond 
that, he met with numerous individual 
Senators, representatives of the stake-
holders on dozens of occasions, and 
continuously counseled Judiciary Com-
mittee staff for almost 3 years. When 
the legislation was in committee and 
on the Senate floor, Judge Becker was 
at my side continuously counseling on 
the next steps to be taken to promote 
the bill’s passage. 

He undertook this arduous extra as-
signment in addition to his judicial du-
ties notwithstanding the fact that he 
was undergoing treatment for prostate 
cancer. 

When told of Judge Becker’s con-
tribution to this important legislation, 
President George Bush inscribed a trib-
ute to Judge Becker on the face of Sen-
ate Bill 852 designating it as the 
‘‘Becker Bill’’. 

I first met Ed Becker in the fall of 
1950 when we rode the Frankford ele-
vated train, public transportation, to-
gether for about an hour each morning 
from Northeast Philadelphia to the 
University of Pennsylvania. He grad-
uated Phi Beta Kappa from Penn in 
1954 and, again with academic distinc-
tion, from the Yale Law School in 1957, 
which we again attended together. We 
were colleagues in a celebrated debate 
against the Norfolk Massachusetts 
State Prison team in 1952 before ap-
proximately 800 inmates, truly a cap-
tive audience. The prison team took 
the affirmative on the subject: Re-
solved that the Communist Party 
should be outlawed. Editors from the 
then-five Boston newspapers voted 4 to 
1 that the prisoners won the debate. 

Following graduation from law 
school, he had a distinguished law 
practice in the partnership of Becker, 
Becker and Fryman, his father and 
brother-in-law. He was active in poli-
tics, becoming a Republican com-
mitteeman, as his father was before 
him. He worked the rowhouses in 
Northeast Philadelphia going door to 
door seeking new registrations and 
support for his Party. He undertook 
kamikaze candidacies for State Senate 
and City Council on the Republican 
ticket in Philadelphia, a city totally 
dominated by Democrats. He rep-
resented the Republican Party as coun-
sel in complex court proceedings. 

He was a lawyer’s lawyer, just as he 
later became a judge’s judge. I turned 
to him for counseling and representa-
tion when the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania on three occasions in 1967 
ruled on my status a to be a candidate 
for mayor while continuing to serve as 
district attorney. The Philadelphia 

Home Rule Charter prohibited any city 
officer from being a candidate for any 
other office. With his assistance, we 
won all three cases. If I had followed 
his political advice as well as his legal 
advice, I probably would have been 
elected mayor; but who knows what 
would have happened after that. 

When appointed to the Federal Bench 
in 1970 at the age of 37, he merited the 
position both in terms of exceptional 
competency and extraordinary con-
tribution to his party. No one in my 
experience has merited the appoint-
ment to the Federal bench more than 
Judge Becker on both counts. 

Judge Becker and I have been good 
friends, really best friends, in the in-
tervening years. Our wives were school- 
girl classmates. Joan Levy, now Spec-
ter, sat next to Flora Liman, now 
Becker in alphabetical order in Olney 
High School. 

As Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit, he brought 
many innovations. In 2002, he was the 
recipient of the coveted Edward J. 
Devitt Distinguished Service to Justice 
Award with his selection as the most 
distinguished Article III Judge out of 
862 then sitting ‘‘whose career has been 
exemplary, measured by their signifi-
cant contributions to the administra-
tion of justice, the advancement of the 
rule of law, and the improvement of so-
ciety as a whole.’’ 

He brought to the bench a prodigious 
work ethic. He is never without a stack 
of briefs which he reads whenever he 
has a moment to spare. At Philadel-
phia Eagles’ football games, he would 
read those briefs during halftime pre-
ferring them to the dancing cheer-
leaders. He would even sneak a peak— 
I mean a peak at the briefs—during the 
incessant timeouts for the endless com-
mercials. 

Among his landmark decisions are 
three opinions adopted by the Supreme 
Court on cutting-edge issues. He pio-
neered new law on the reliability of sci-
entific evidence which formed the basis 
for Justice Blackmun’s decision in 1993 
in Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharma-
ceuticals. Similarly, he originated the 
rationale on class action certification 
adopted by Judge Ginsburg in 1995 in 
Georgine v. Amchem Products. When 
he disagreed with seven other Circuit 
Courts of Appeals, the Supreme Court 
followed his judgment on ERISA 
Standards of Review in Firestone Tire 
& Rubber Co. v. Bruch. He was consist-
ently recognized by the University of 
Chicago Law Review as being among 
the three Circuit Judges most often 
cited by the Supreme Court. 

His 2,000 judicial opinions, filling 
many volumes on law library shelves, 
are legendary—long, thorough, analyt-
ical with many footnotes. His master-
ful handling of Japanese electronics 
case produced four opinions exceeding 
2,000 pages having ruled three times on 
complex evidentiary issues before 
granting summary judgment in a high-
ly unusual case. His versatility was 
demonstrated when he once wrote an 
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