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her family members and many friends. Betty 
Friedan’s unwavering commitment to change 
and equality has served to make a difference 
within the lives of countless individuals, and 
on history itself. Betty Friedan’s legacy of 
service and revolution will be honored and re-
membered for all time. 
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RETIREMENT OF SERGEANT 
MAJOR MICHAEL DUDLEY, USA 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I hope the House 
will join me today to pay tribute to an excep-
tional patriot and Non-Commissioned Officer in 
the United States Army, Sergeant Major Mi-
chael Roy Dudley, upon his retirement from 
active military service. 

Sergeant Major Dudley’s remarkable career 
spans over 31 years in the United States 
Army culminating with his appointment to Prin-
cipal Announcer of The United States Army 
Band, ‘‘Pershing’s Own’’ and Non-commis-
sioned Officer-in-Charge of the United States 
Army Chorale. 

He was also a producer, performer and an-
nouncer for numerous inaugural events for 
Presidents Carter, Reagan, G.H.W. Bush and 
Clinton. He was the announcer for the nation-
ally televised September 11 Pentagon Memo-
rial Services on September 11, 2002; intern-
ment of the Unknown Soldier from Viet Nam 
at Arlington National Cemetery; narrative solo-
ist with the Boston Pops Orchestra and the 
Penn Woods Festival Orchestra at Penn State 
University for the 2000 National Governors’ 
Conference performing Aaron Copland’s ‘‘A 
Lincoln Portrait.’’ 

He has been the featured announcer and 
soloist numerous times for The United States 
Army Band’s concerts at Lincoln Center and 
Carnegie Hall in New York City from 1993 to 
the present. Sergeant Major Dudley’s talent 
and professionalism has been instrumental in 
the flawless performance of these international 
events. 

Other significant performances by Sergeant 
Major Dudley include: The White House per-
formance for the signing of the peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel; featured vocal solo-
ist for Gerald Ford and Friends Gala in Vail, 
Colorado; White House State Dinners and 
Christmas receptions (1975-present); numer-
ous performances for the Kennedy Center 
Honors Program and the July 4, 1976 Bicen-
tennial Concert of the United States with John-
ny Cash on the grounds of the Washington 
Monument. 

Sergeant Major Dudley has truly rep-
resented The United States Army and The 
United States of America in an exemplary 
manner which was quintessential to the over-
whelming success of these very important 
events in the history of our nation. This soldier 
is the recipient of the United States Armed 
Forces Legion of Merit award for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in his performance of out-
standing service to this country. 

He has established a renowned reputation 
both nationally and globally as a musical am-
bassador of goodwill. I ask my colleagues to 
join me today to thank Sergeant Major Dudley, 
his wife, Mary Lou, and his entire family for 

the commitment, sacrifice, and contribution 
that they have made throughout his honorable 
military career. 
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
sadness that I inform the House of Represent-
atives of the passing of my friend, the Honor-
able John J. Pollard of Lexington, Missouri. He 
was 96. 

Judge Pollard was born on November 14, 
1909, in Lexington, Missouri. After he grad-
uated from Lexington High School in 1928, 
Judge Pollard worked various odd jobs. Judge 
Pollard was offered a special commission as 
deputy constable in 1931 and began, like his 
father before him, a lifelong career in law en-
forcement. In 1934, he was appointed deputy 
sheriff, designated the court bailiff, and moon-
lighted as a city fireman. 

Judge Pollard married Genevieve Bray on 
January 11, 1936. That same year, Judge Pol-
lard first campaigned for public office and was 
elected Constable. Judge Pollard was elected 
Constable twice more; in 1938 and again in 
1940. He also continued as deputy sheriff until 
1940. 

In the fall of 1940, a conversation with Sen-
ator Harry S. Truman from Independence, 
Missouri, led to a position as one of the very 
first members of a security force being estab-
lished at the new Lake City Ordinance Plant. 
Shortly after Judge Pollard was hired as a dis-
patcher and firearms inspector, war was de-
clared. During World War II, the ammunition 
plant would reach a high of 23,000 employ-
ees, 600 of whom were on the security force. 
After World War II officially ended on Sep-
tember 2, 1945, Judge Pollard received a spe-
cial ‘‘Certificate of Meritorious Conduct’’ from 
the United States Army, recognizing his serv-
ice to the war effort. 

Judge Pollard was the only security man 
kept on staff after the Lake City Ordinance 
Plant closed a month after the war. When the 
plant reopened in 1949, Judge Pollard was 
made Chief of Security. When the Korean 
Conflict began in 1950, the plant once again 
aided in the war effort and Judge Pollard, as 
head of security, held the military rank equiva-
lent of Colonel. Before retiring in 1974, Judge 
Pollard attended a 40-hour course in shooting 
at the FBI Academy; completed the MP 
School of the Army at Fort Gordon, Georgia; 
and graduated from the U.S. Army Intelligence 
School. He also took courses in industrial se-
curity management, effective speaking, human 
relations, communications, and job relations. 

In 1978, Judge Pollard was elected to the 
office of Municipal Judge of Lexington. When 
the legal qualifications to hold the office 
changed a year later, he was in the first group 
of judges to take the Supreme Court’s manda-
tory test for Municipal Judges. His background 
in law enforcement served him well and he 
easily passed the test. He was held in high 
esteem by the local lawyers and was invited to 
become an ex-officio member of the Lafayette 
County Bar, a high honor for a non-lawyer. 
Judge Pollard resigned from office on May 30, 

1989, having served for eleven years and one 
month. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge John J. Pollard was 
more than a civil servant, he was a true friend. 
He is survived by his son Jack Pollard; Jack’s 
wife Beth; one brother, Dale Pollard; and two 
grandchildren. He will be missed and I know 
the members of the House will join me in ex-
tending heartfelt condolences to his loved 
ones. 
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor and pay tribute 
to the late John J. Sanvidge, a dedicated and 
loyal public servant, and one of my out-
standing constituents from the 20th District of 
New York. His professional and personal 
achievements are numerous and varied, and 
have positively shaped the lives of many in my 
District. 

Throughout his life John worked to protect 
the people of his community and nation. He 
courageously defended our country in the Eu-
ropean Theatre of WorId War II, while serving 
in the U.S. Navy. Locally, he was an advocate 
for the citizens of the 20th District through his 
service as Commissioner of Public Safety for 
the city of Troy, and while serving as Director 
of Civil Defense for Rensselaer County. John 
also worked to help those less fortunate. For 
over 50 years, the John J. Sanvidge Funeral 
Home, Inc., founded by John, has helped 
countless citizens of Renssealear, Albany, and 
Saratoga counties cope with some of the most 
difficult times in their life. He served as chair-
man of the Rensselaer County Muscular Dys-
trophy Association Drive and was influential in 
the first Jerry Lewis Telethon in New York 
City. John was an active member of his com-
munity as a member of the CSEA, Veteran of 
Foreign Affairs Post 8764, the Tibbits Cadets 
of Troy and the American Legion. 

It is my privilege to honor such a dedicated 
member of my district. The selfless work of in-
dividuals like John Sanvidge constitutes the 
foundation of good citizenship and embodies 
true American values. The residents of my dis-
trict have benefited from the efforts and 
achievements of John J. Sanvidge. I thank 
him for his contribution to our community and 
our Nation. 
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REVEREND AL’S NEW FLOCK— 
SHARPTON NURTURES UP-AND- 
COMING ACTIVISTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the Reverend Al Sharpton for his 
continued encouragement of black youths in 
America to rise up and join the struggle 
against poverty, low performing schools, cor-
ruption and other ills that plague many of our 
inner cities across this nation. The Reverend 
believes that the time is now for new blood 
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