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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. REHBERG).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 9. 2006.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DENNIS R.
REHBERG to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

“Love justice, you rulers of the
earth. Set your mind upon the Lord, as
is your duty. Seek the Lord with sim-
plicity of heart.”

Given in the Book of Wisdom, You
command those who govern to love,
but to love as none of the others, to
love above all else, to love justice.
Such a love, always seeking the ways
of justice, will put everything and
every relationship in proper perspec-
tive.

Lord, You follow this command to
those who govern with the directive on
how to achieve and how to maintain
this love of justice. ‘““‘Set your mind
upon the Lord. Seek the Lord with
your whole heart.”

For the rulers You call into being,
Lord, You alone are the source, the
guarantee and the regulator of justice.
Because You are love, infinite and uni-
versal, You hold all peoples in the bal-
ance of justice. And You teach the
ways of loving justly.

So in and through You, rulers of the
earth can govern without ever failing
their people. Because their hearts are
fixed on You, transformative love can

hold them and change everything, now
and forever. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This letter is to inform
you that I have sent a letter to Texas Gov-
ernor Rick Perry dated June 7, 2006, inform-
ing him that I am resigning my House seat,
the 22nd District of Texas, effective at the
close of business on June 9, 2006.

Sincerely,

Capitol

ToM DELAY,
Member of Congress.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2006.
Hon. RICK PERRY,
Governor of the State of Texas,
Austin, Texas.

DEAR GOVERNOR PERRY: For more than
twenty one years I have been honored to
serve the people of the 22nd Congressional
District of Texas in the great institution of
the U.S. House of Representatives. I am
deeply appreciative of the voters and con-
stituents for the opportunity to serve.

During my career in public service, I am
proud to have worked with an extraordinary
number of dedicated people in the district,
the state and the nation to ensure that
America is set on a course toward achieving
her brightest days.

I have recently made the decision to pur-
sue new opportunities to engage in the im-
portant cultural and political battles of our
day from outside the arena of the U.S. House
of Representatives. As a result, I hereby wish
to tender my resignation as Texas’ 22nd Con-
gressional District Representative effective
at the close of business on June 9, 2006.

May God continue to bless you and the
people of the Great State of Texas.

Sincerely,
ToM DELAY,
Member of Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five 1-minute
speeches from each side.

————

REPUBLICANS ARE WORKING TO
ADDRESS ENERGY NEEDS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans are continuing to work to
lower the cost of gasoline over the mid
and long-term.

On Wednesday, House Republicans
passed the Refinery Permit Process
Schedule Act to help reduce America’s
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dependence on foreign oil. Despite our
country’s increasing demand for fuel,
the United States has not built an oil
refinery in over 30 years. Total capac-
ity of current refineries is roughly 17
million barrels per day, while demand
is nearly 21 million barrels per day.

We cannot continue this trend of
using more refined petroleum products
than we produce. It is vital that we
move away from our dependence on for-
eign sources to fill this gap. I am
pleased that this week’s long overdue
legislation helps remove red tape pre-
venting construction of new refineries.

House Republicans have also taken
other actions to ban price gouging, pro-
mote conservation efforts, reduce the
cost of energy, encourage the use of al-
ternative power sources and improve
our electricity transmission capability.

Republicans have also repeatedly

supported legislation to open up the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil
and gas exploration.
And the Democrats? They have voted
no’> on nearly every measure that
would offer relief to hardworking
Americans.

133

——
THE CASE FOR LEAVING IRAQ

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Hussein is in jail.
Zarqawi is dead. Now we should leave
Iraq.

Zarqawi represented a small portion
of a large and growing anti-American
insurgency in Iraq, a sliver of the non-
Baathist insurgency while Baathists
make up a majority of armed insur-
gents. So his killing is unlikely to end
the violence in Iraq.

Those who say we must prevail until
victory are not themselves paying the
price. Nearly 2,500 Americans dead,
over 10,000 innocent Iraqis dead, our
national honor tainted by a false case
for war, Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo,
Haditha. When will we understand that
you can bomb the world to pieces, but
you can’t bomb the world to peace?

——

DESERT OUTLAW

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, this morning,
freedom has found a victory. Like the
days of the Old West, an outlaw has
been eliminated and we can take down
the wanted posters.

We weren’t looking for a bank rob-
ber, a railroad bandit or even a horse
thief. We were tracking a terrorist, a
war criminal. High-tech helped find his
hideout.

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, militant mas-
termind who planned and ordered hun-
dreds of bombings, kidnappings and be-
headings of Iraqis and Americans, is
dead. The prince of the forces of evil,
the most wanted man in the desert of
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destruction, died like the outlaw that
he was. He wasn’t hung at the court-
house square like the days of the Old
West, but he was the recipient of a U.S.
military air strike, a strike that all
but wiped out his desert gang of bad
men, cutthroats and outlaws.

But like the days of the Old West,
there are more outlaws in hideouts in
the hot hills of Iraq, and they, too, will
be brought to a fitting end. Their reign
of terror will be brought to justice.

Freedom must always fight to sur-
vive, but freedom will prevail when the
desert dust settles.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

VA MUST RESPOND
APPROPRIATELY TO ID THEFT

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, this body
and the American public should be out-
raged by the continuing reports of the
theft of personal identification of
America’s finest, our veterans and our
brave men and women who are serving
in uniform today here at home and
abroad.

As a result of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs incompetence, the well-
being of millions of our military fami-
lies has been compromised today.

Congress must act now to provide ap-
propriate oversight. I have worked
with my colleagues to demand account-
ability and full disclosure of the VA. I
support my friend Congressman
SALAZAR’s legislation to provide vet-
erans credit monitoring services. I
have joined with those who demand
that not one penny of the funding to
pay for the VA’s debacle be diverted
from veterans health care or other
sorely needed services.

The House must demand more of the
Veterans Administration than its un-
acceptable response of hand-wringing
and wrist-slapping. We owe our vet-
erans and our active military personnel
nothing less than to respond appro-
priately.

———

FUND THE BYRNE-JAG GRANTS

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, at a time when 80 percent or
more of the meth in this country is
pouring in from international
superlabs like those in Mexico, the
Federal Government has a duty to help
local law enforcement to keep this poi-
son off our streets. That is why I can-
not understand why some, including
the administration, would propose to
eliminate the Byrne-JAG program.

For those of us that represent highly
rural and exurban districts, these vital
grants and the police officers that they
support are critical to efforts to keep
drugs out of our communities and away
from our children.
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Last year, the Byrne-JAG program
took a significant hit, despite our best
efforts. The effect was predictable.
Many States had to cut or eliminate
their drug task force.

We cannot afford these cuts again.
We must fund the Byrne-JAG program
at no less than $900 million in FY 07.

————

QUESTIONING THE STRENGTH OF
THE ECONOMY

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, my Re-
publican colleagues like to say the
economy is ‘‘robust.” But for middle-
class families it’s the best of times, it’s
the worst of times. While the gross do-
mestic product increases, Americans
are drowning in a sea of debt in this
wageless recovery.

New data released by the Federal Re-
serve today indicated that household
debt grew at a faster rate in the first
quarter of this year than in the pre-
vious quarter. Why is it increasing? Be-
cause middle-class families are taking
on more debt just to make ends meet.

Wages in 2006 were actually lower
than they were in November of 2001
when the recovery began. Monthly job
growth is a measly 0.4 percent since
March 2001, the weakest of any busi-
ness cycle since World War II. At the
same time, the cost for gasoline is up,
tuition is up 38 percent, health care
premiums have increased 73 percent.

What is the end result? America has
a negative savings rate.

Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues like to say the economy is
booming, and that is certainly true for
the credit card companies. But for mid-
dle-class families, these are hardly the
best of times.

It is time for a change. It is time for
a new direction.

———

AL-ZARQAWI IS DEAD

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate our TUnited

States military for eliminating a ruth-
less and brutal terrorist in Iraq.

Late Wednesday night, it was an-
nounced that Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, al
Qaeda’s leader in Iraq, had been killed
in an air raid. This is a tremendous vic-
tory in our war on terrorism and a tre-
mendous day for the Iraqi people. In
fact, the air strike resulted from tips
given to Iraqi Security Forces by resi-
dents in Diyala.

Mr. Speaker, al-Zarqawi was respon-
sible for an untold number of bombings
and kidnappings. He is even believed to
have personally beheaded two Amer-
ican hostages. His death lets our en-
emies know we will not bow to their
ruthless tactics.

America, our allies and the Iraqi peo-
ple are committed to the triumph of
liberty over terrorism.
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Mr. Speaker, our military is doing an
outstanding job protecting our Nation
from those who wish us harm. I ask
that you join me in thanking our serv-
icemen and women for their selfless
courage and congratulate them on
their most recent victory, the elimi-
nation of the brutal terrorist leader,
al-Zarqawi.

——
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REPUBLICAN HYPOCRISY

(Mr. OBEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, some of the
things that happen in this place are
enough to give hypocrisy a bad name.
Example: I got a letter just 3 days ago
from about 30 Republican Members of
the House demanding that we add fund-
ing back for the Corporation For Pub-
lic Broadcasting.

All but one of those Republican Mem-
bers voted for a budget resolution that
makes it impossible for us to do what
they ask us to do in that letter. That is
what I call posing for political holy
pictures in the most cynical way.

Mr. Speaker, the second thing I
would say is for any Member to come
to the floor and ask that we fully fund
programs like the Byrne Grant or any
other grant, I would simply say this:
Those who voted against the budget
resolution have a perfect right to do
that. Those who voted for the budget
resolution need to simply look in the
mirror to see why we do not have the
money to do what they have just come
to the floor and asked us to do.

————

HOUSE DEMOCRATS FORECAST
ECONOMIC DOOM AND GLOOM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to be amazed that House Democrats al-
ways manage to find doom and gloom
in the face of success on the battlefield
and at home. Last week, the Depart-
ment of Labor announced that over
75,000 Americans had achieved jobs,
created in May, and that the unem-
ployment rate dropped to 4.6 percent.

Mr. Speaker, while most people
would celebrate this economic growth,
Minority Leader PELOSI actually said
this was proof that the Bush economic
policies continue to go in the wrong di-
rection. Can she seriously believe that
over 33 consecutive months of eco-
nomic growth, and the creation of 5.2
million American jobs hurts our coun-
try?

Additionally, PELOSI promised that
House Democrats have a plan to take
America in a new direction. After wit-
nessing 181 House Democrats vote
against tax reductions, I am confident
they will rely upon their old same tax-
and-spend strategies to chart their
course.
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American voters recognize that
Democrats impose higher taxes and
have demonstrated their trust in Re-
publican economic policies this week
by electing Republican BRIAN BILBRAY
to Congress.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5522, and
that I may include tabular material on
the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

———

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 851 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5522.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5522) making appropriations for foreign
operations, export financing, and re-
lated programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2007, and for other
purposes, with Mr. THORNBERRY in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Thursday,
June 8, 2006, the amendment by the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY)
had been disposed of and the bill had
been read through page 14, line 3.

Pursuant to the order of House of
that day, no further amendment to the
bill may be offered except those speci-
fied in the previous order of the House
of that day, which is at the desk.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

TRANSITION INITIATIVES

For necessary expenses for international
disaster rehabilitation and reconstruction
assistance pursuant to section 491 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, $40,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to support
transition to democracy and to long-term de-
velopment of countries in crisis: Provided,
That such support may include assistance to
develop, strengthen, or preserve democratic
institutions and processes, revitalize basic
infrastructure, and foster the peaceful reso-
lution of conflict: Provided further, That the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment shall submit a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 5 days
prior to beginning a new program of assist-
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ance: Provided further, That if the President
determines that it is important to the na-
tional interests of the United States to pro-
vide transition assistance in excess of the
amount appropriated under this heading, up
to $15,000,000 of the funds appropriated by
this Act to carry out the provisions of part
I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 may
be used for purposes of this heading and
under the authorities applicable to funds ap-
propriated under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available pursuant to
the previous proviso shall be made available
subject to prior consultation with the Com-
mittees on Appropriations.

DEVELOPMENT CREDIT AUTHORITY

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct loans and loan guar-
antees provided by the United States Agency
for International Development, as authorized
by sections 256 and 635 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, up to $21,000,000 may be de-
rived by transfer from funds appropriated by
this Act to carry out part I of such Act and
under the heading ‘‘Assistance for Eastern
Europe and the Baltic States’: Provided,
That such funds shall be made available only
for micro and small enterprise programs,
urban programs, and other programs which
further the purposes of part I of the Act: Pro-
vided further, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such direct and guaranteed
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as amend-
ed: Provided further, That funds made avail-
able by this paragraph may be used for the
cost of modifying any such guaranteed loans
under this Act or prior Acts, and funds used
for such costs shall be subject to the regular
notification procedures of the Committees
on Appropriations: Provided further, That the
provisions of section 107A(d) (relating to gen-
eral provisions applicable to the Develop-
ment Credit Authority) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, as contained in section
306 of H.R. 1486 as reported by the House
Committee on International Relations on
May 9, 1997, shall be applicable to direct
loans and loan guarantees provided under
this heading: Provided further, That these
funds are available to subsidize total loan
principal, any portion of which is to be guar-
anteed, of up to $700,000,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out credit programs administered by
the United States Agency for International
Development, $8,400,000, which may be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation
for Operating Expenses of the United States
Agency for International Development: Pro-
vided, That funds made available under this
heading shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009.

PAYMENT TO THE FOREIGN SERVICE
RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY FUND

For payment to the ‘“‘Foreign Service Re-
tirement and Disability Fund’, as author-
ized by the Foreign Service Act of 1980,
$38,700,000.

OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE UNITED STATES

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 667 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $646,000,000, of which up
to $25,000,000 may remain available until
September 30, 2008: Provided, That none of
the funds appropriated under this heading
and under the heading ‘‘Capital Investment
Fund” may be made available to finance the
construction (including architect and engi-
neering services), purchase, or long-term
lease of offices for use by the United States
Agency for International Development, un-
less the Administrator has identified such
proposed construction (including architect
and engineering services), purchase, or long-
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term lease of offices in a report submitted to

the Committees on Appropriations at least

15 days prior to the obligation of these funds

for such purposes: Provided further, That the

previous proviso shall not apply where the
total cost of construction (including archi-
tect and engineering services), purchase, or
long-term lease of offices does not exceed
$1,000,000: Provided further, That contracts or
agreements entered into with funds appro-
priated under this heading may entail com-
mitments for the expenditure of such funds
through fiscal year 2008: Provided further,

That none of the funds in this Act may be

used to open a new overseas mission of the

United States Agency for International De-

velopment without the prior written notifi-

cation to the Committees on Appropriations:

Provided further, That the authority of sec-

tions 610 and 109 of the Foreign Assistance

Act of 1961 may be exercised by the Sec-

retary of State to transfer funds appro-

priated to carry out chapter 1 of part I of
such Act to ‘‘Operating Expenses of the

United States Agency for International De-

velopment’ in accordance with the provi-

sions of those sections: Provided further, That
none of the funds appropriated by this Act or
any prior Act making appropriations for for-
eign operations, export financing, or related
programs may be used by the United States
Agency for International Development for
the rent of buildings and space in buildings
in the United States pursuant to the author-
ity of section 636(a)(1) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961: Provided further, That the
previous proviso shall not apply to any lease,
agreement, or other instrument executed for
the purpose of maintaining United States

Agency for International Development con-

tinuity of operations and to the cost of ter-

minating the domestic lease executed on

September 30, 2005.

CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND OF THE UNITED
STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT
For necessary expenses for overseas con-

struction and related costs, and for the pro-

curement and enhancement of information
technology and related capital investments,
pursuant to section 667 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, $105,300,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That this
amount is in addition to funds otherwise
available for such purposes: Provided further,
That funds appropriated under this heading
shall be available for obligation only pursu-
ant to the regular notification procedures of
the Committees on Appropriations: Provided
further, That of the funds appropriated under
this heading, not to exceed $89,000,000 may be
made available for the purposes of imple-
menting the Capital Security Cost Sharing

Program.

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 667 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961, $39,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2008, which
sum shall be available for the Office of the
Inspector General of the United States Agen-
cy for International Development.

OTHER BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
EcoNOMIC SUPPORT FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of chapter 4 of part II,
$2,650,740,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2008: Provided, That of the funds
appropriated under this heading, not less
than $120,000,000 shall be available only for
Israel, which sum shall be available on a
grant basis as a cash transfer and shall be
disbursed within 30 days of the enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That not less than
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$455,000,000 shall be available only for Egypt,
which sum shall be provided on a grant basis,
and of which sum cash transfer assistance
shall be provided with the understanding
that Egypt will undertake significant eco-
nomic and political reforms which are addi-
tional to those which were undertaken in
previous fiscal years: Provided further, That
with respect to the provision of assistance
for Egypt for democracy and governance ac-
tivities, the organizations implementing
such assistance and the specific nature of
that assistance shall not be subject to the
prior approval by the Government of Egypt:
Provided further, That of the funds appro-
priated under this heading for assistance for
Egypt, not less than $135,000,000 shall be
made available for project assistance, of
which not less than $50,000,000 shall be made
available for democracy, human rights and
governance programs and not less than
$50,000,000 shall be used for education pro-
grams: Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading for assistance
for Egypt for economic reform activities,
$200,000,000 shall be withheld from obligation
until the Secretary of State determines and
reports to the Committees on Appropriations
that Egypt has met the calendar year 2005
benchmarks accompanying the ‘‘Financial
Sector Reform Memorandum of Under-
standing’ dated March 20, 2005: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds appropriated under
this heading, $135,000,000 is available only to
carry out programs in Colombia and may be
transferred to ‘‘Development Assistance’ to
continue programs administered by the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment: Provided further, That $15,000,000
of the funds appropriated under this heading
should be made available for Cyprus to be
used only for scholarships, administrative
support of the scholarship program,
bicommunal projects, and measures aimed at
reunification of the island and designed to
reduce tensions and promote peace and co-
operation between the two communities on
Cyprus: Provided further, That in exercising
the authority to provide cash transfer assist-
ance for Israel, the President shall ensure
that the level of such assistance does not
cause an adverse impact on the total level of
nonmilitary exports from the United States
to such country and that Israel enters into a
side letter agreement in an amount propor-
tional to the fiscal year 1999 agreement: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated
under this heading, not less than $250,500,000
should be made available only for assistance
for Jordan: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated under this heading may
be made available for assistance for the West
Bank and Gaza: Provided further, That
$35,500,000 of the funds appropriated under
this heading shall be made available for as-
sistance for Lebanon, of which not less than
$6,000,000 should be made available for schol-
arships and direct support of American edu-
cational institutions in Lebanon: Provided
further, That not more than $225,000,000 of
the funds made available for assistance for
Afghanistan under this heading may be obli-
gated for such assistance until the Secretary
of State certifies to the Committees on Ap-
propriations that the Government of Afghan-
istan at both the national and local level is
cooperating fully with United States funded
poppy eradication and interdiction efforts in
Afghanistan: Provided further, That such re-
port shall include an analysis of the steps
being taken by the Government of Afghani-
stan, at the national and local level, to co-
operate fully with United States funded
poppy eradication and interdiction efforts in
Afghanistan: Provided further, That of the
funds appropriated under this heading that
are available for assistance for the Demo-
cratic Republic of Timor-Leste, up to
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$1,000,000 may be available for administrative
expenses of the United States Agency for
International Development: Provided further,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, funds appropriated under this heading
may be made available for programs and ac-
tivities for the Central Highlands of Viet-
nam: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this heading that are made
available for a Middle East Financing Facil-
ity, Middle East Enterprise Fund, or any
other similar entity in the Middle East shall
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations.

Mr. KOLBE (during the reading). Mr.
Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
that the remainder of the bill through
page 23, line 7 be considered as read,
printed in the RECORD, and open to
amendment at any point.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Arizona?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRELAND

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of chapter 4 of part II of teh For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, $10,800,000, which
shall be available for the United States con-
tribution to the International Fund for Ire-
land and shall be made available in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement Support Act of 1986 (Public Law
99-415): Provided, That such amount shall be
expended at the minimum rate necessary to
make timely payment for projects and ac-
tivities: Provided further, That funds made
available under this heading shall remain
available until September 30, 2008.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MS. GINNY

BROWN-WAITE OF FLORIDA

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 2 offered by Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE of Florida:

Page 23, line 11, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ‘‘(reduced to $0)"’.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I reserve
a point of order on the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman re-
serves a point of order against the
amendment.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
June 8, 2006, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE) and
a Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Chairman, Ronald Reagan had
a wonderful statement, and that was, if
you want to live forever become a Gov-
ernment program because they never,
ever go away.

When the British and Iraq govern-
ments established the International
Fund for Ireland in 1986, as part of the
Anglo-Irish Accord, Ireland’s per capita
gross domestic product was relatively
low. It certainly was a very good pro-
gram.

Since then, Ireland has grown at a
pace more rapid even than ours, and is
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known as the Celtic Tiger. Today, Ire-
land’s GDP is on par with the United
States, and its unemployment rate is
4.7 percent. Yet we still continue want
to appropriate $10 million for the Inter-
national Fund for Ireland.

In a decade of increasing deficits, the
United States must stop sending
money to programs that are not nec-
essary. Actually, most recently they
used some of our money for the Chef
Development Program and the con-
struction of a 3,000 foot cafe, and also
to help fund the World Toilet Summit.
So obviously we have got to stop flush-
ing away some of this money.

I have spoken to several individuals
who were very, very involved in estab-
lishing this fund and feel very, very
strongly about the fund. And I have as-
surances from the Representative from
New York (Mr. WALSH) along with sev-
eral others that the funding for this is
going to be reduced in further appro-
priations.

I had thought that one of them would
be here for a colloquy. And I had told
the great Mr. WALSH from New York,
as well as others, that I would with-
draw this amendment with the assur-
ance that future funding would be re-
duced and eliminated over the next few
years.

Mr. Chairman, I ask for unanimous
consent to withdraw the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from Florida?

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I ob-
ject for the purposes of claiming the
time in opposition.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard.
The gentlewoman reserves the balance
of her time.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I with-
draw my point of order on the amend-
ment and I would allow Mr. CROWLEY
to claim the time in opposition.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
withdraws his reservation of a point of
order.

The gentleman from New York
claims the time in opposition to the
amendment and is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I
thank my friend from Arizona (Mr.
KoLBE) for withdrawing the point and
allowing for this discussion.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate that gen-
tlewoman from Florida has the right to
bring this amendment to the floor. But
what I am concerned about is possibly,
and I do not know enough about the
gentlewoman’s involvement in the
peace process as it pertains to North-
ern Ireland.

And, yes, it is quite true that the Re-
public of Ireland is having an incred-
ibly strong economy and it is the Celt-
ic Tiger, it is doing remarkably well.
But this is not about the south of Ire-
land, or the Republic of Ireland, this is
about the Northern Irish peace process.

As you so point out, created in 1986,
under the Irish Peace Agreement, the
IFI has been a fund that has helped de-
velop businesses within Northern Ire-
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land and attract business to Northern
Ireland that is supported by both
Unionists and Nationalists in the north
of Ireland.

Because Ireland is doing well, it does
not mean that all parts of Ireland are
doing well. In particular, in those areas
where the communities are interfaced,
amongst the Protestant and Catholics,
Nationalists and Unionists commu-
nities where there is still tremendous
strife, a lack of opportunity for
growth, for young people within the
north of Ireland.

And symbolically this is America’s
involvement in this peace process, one
of the most successful peace processes
in modern history. This is still an on-
going process, though. The government
has not devolved back to the north of
Ireland. People are not involved in a
real Democratic society there.

To withdrew this money with the un-
derstanding that this money is in a
phase-out program right now, I think
is unfair. And to point to one par-
ticular aspect of this as the reason or
the cause to do that, the World Toilet
Summit, well, quite frankly, I think
are people who may be interested in
purchasing toilets, the creation of toi-
lets.

If that is something that is drawing
tourism and is drawing industry to the
north of Ireland, who are we to criti-
cize? So be it. Using it as a catch
phrase, I think is unfortunate, because
it trivializes what has been taking
place over the last decade in both Re-
publican and Democratic administra-
tions, and that is the advancement of
opportunities for peace in the north of
Ireland.

So with that, I am happy that the
gentlewoman is going to withdraw this
amendment. I hope that she learns
more about even the toilet summit. I
am not so sure she is all that familiar
with that. I know I am not. Nor do I
have the authority to speak on it.

But I am glad that she is going to
withdraw this, and I hope in the future
that we have the opportunity for more
discussion prior to such amendments
coming to the floor.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I certainly thank the
gentleman from New York for this op-
portunity to exchange views. I would
encourage him to look into the World
Toilet Summit.

Americans are tired of money being
flushing down the toilet. I am de-
lighted that the program is going to be
phased out, and also very happy that
the economy of Ireland has improved.
There is no better way to have peace
than to have prosperity.

The fact that general economy of Ire-
land has improved certainly is a very
great benefit to that part of the world.
Mr. Chairman, I withdrew this with the
information that the program is being
phased out in future years.
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Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from Florida?

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I ob-
ject.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I
yield the gentleman from Massachu-
setts the balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Massachusetts is recognized for 30
seconds.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentleman from
New York for yielding me time.

Mr. Chairman, this discussion is ill-
considered and ill-advised. At a time
when America foreign policy is under
question everywhere across the globe,
this is a remarkable achievement for
our State Department and for Members
of Congress.

In fact, the American role has been
indefensible in bringing about a new
day. This has had brought support
cross Congress and across America, re-
minding ourselves that the European
Union participates, Australia partici-
pates, and sectarian murders have al-
most been gone. We are down to a cou-
ple of small issues.

But the Good Friday Agreement is
the way forward, and America and
Members of this Congress can take
great satisfaction in this achievement.
It has worked extraordinarily well.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Chairman, I ask for unanimous
consent to withdraw this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from Florida?

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve the right to object.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from New Jersey reserves the right to
object.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida yield?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman
from Florida withdraws her unanimous
consent request, and is recognized.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, let me just say, I appreciate the
gentlewoman’s willingness to withdraw
this amendment.

I, like many of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, have worked for
years going back to the creation of the
International Fund for Ireland in the
1980s on providing funding and direc-
tion for the IFI. I have visited its
projects and witnessed the cross com-
munity cooperation. As a direct result
of the IFI and U.S. support for the
fund, we have seen tremendous job cre-
ation. I would agree, in the Republic of
Ireland there has been a significant
growth, economic recovery, particu-
larly in the Dublin area, not nec-
essarily in western Ireland, but cer-
tainly in the Dublin area.
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But in Northern Ireland, in Belfast,
and in the counties in the north, there
remains serious problems, problems
that fuel social unrest. One of the
things that I find so encouraging is
that, we have worked well with the
leaders of the IFI. They are on a glide
path to ending foreign support for this
program. But they are doing so in a
way that encourages police corporation
and sustains good programs. They did
it frankly directly at our request.
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The remaining problem is that the
Catholics and the DProtestants still
haven’t collaborated enough where
prejudices have broken down. There are
5,700 projects that have been funded
under the IFI, and I am glad the gen-
tlewoman is withdrawing her amend-
ment.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman, |
rise to speak on behalf of the International
Fund for Ireland (IFl) and | am pleased that
the gentlelady from Florida has withdrawn the
amendment to eliminate it's funding.

The International Fund for Ireland is widely
recognized for creating comprehensive pro-
grams that have helped promote peace and
reconciliation in the north of Ireland and the
border counties in the Republic of Ireland.

Twenty years ago the U.S. Congress, with
overwhelming bi-partisan support, passed the
Anglo-Irish Support Act of 1986. This land-
mark legislation created the means for the
U.S. to contribute to the IFl—a Fund estab-
lished by the Irish and British governments to
promote economic development and peace in
Northern Ireland. The Fund receives support
from the United States, EU, Canada, Australia,
and New Zealand. it's been a most effective
way for the international community to help
end the terrible war raging in Northern Ireland.

Four U.S. Presidents and 10 Congresses
have endorsed the efforts of the IFI. At the
joint hearing | held this March—the eleventh |
have convened on the peace process in
Northern Ireland—U.S. Special Envoy for
Northern Ireland Ambassador Mitchell Reiss
strongly praised the outstanding work being
done by the IFI, and urged continued support
for it.

Since the inception of the IFI, the United
States has contributed nearly $460 million and
the results have been remarkable. As of 2004,
the IFI has created nearly 38,000 direct jobs,
and 18,000 indirect ones. In the 1990s North-
ern Ireland’s GDP increased 53 percent, em-
ployment increased 17 percent and unemploy-
ment fell by 40 percent. Eighty percent of
these investments have been in disadvan-
taged areas. The IFI has contributed to over
5,700 projects in Northern Ireland and the bor-
dering counties of the Republic of Ireland and
has provided 17,000 young people from cross-
community areas with jobs. This is a tangible
success in our struggle to end the conditions
of despair and hopelessness which are the
breeding grounds for terrorism.

Earlier in this Congress, and also in the
108th Congress, the House passed my legis-
lation (H.R. 2601 and H.R. 1208 respectively)
reauthorizing the program at more than $20
million and urging the Fund to shift its focus
from primarily economic programs to those
that have a greater emphasis on peace and
reconciliation.
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| am pleased to say, the Fund has re-
sponded. This year they released a Strategic
Framework of Action 2006—2010 which strong-
ly emphasizes cross community and reconcili-
ation programs. The strategic plan also puts in
place an exit strategy in which the Fund will
wind down its reliance on international sup-
port. With this strategic plan in place, we can-
not falter on our commitment. We are near to
lasting peace in Ireland, but this is no time to
falter in our efforts or rest on our laurels.

Much remains to be done as Irish Foreign
Minister Dermot Ahem has said, “The next
five years will be vital to ensure a lasting leg-
acy for the Fund and for 25 years of inter-
national engagement with the peace process.
. . . Once again the United States has dem-
onstrated the importance of its relationship
with Ireland and of our efforts to bring the
peace process to a conclusion.” Among the
most important work it is doing now, in re-
sponse to urgent requests from this Congress,
are programs that enhance relations between
the police and the communities they serve and
promote human rights training for police. With-
out our continued funding, it will be near im-
possible for the IFI to do this vital work for
lasting peace and finish the work it has begun.

As IFI Chairman Rooney has stated, “(The
Appropriation Committee’s) recommendation is
a real vote of confidence in the young people
and communities which benefit from the pro-
grams of the IFl. These programs address the
root causes of conflict in our society: eco-
nomic and social disadvantage, sectarianism
and marginalisation. With a contribution of this
level (i.e., $10.8 million) we can continue to
target the areas of greatest need and ensure
the goals we set ourselves. . . . The goodwill
and support of the American people will be
critical to our efforts. | would like to thank the
many friends of Ireland in Congress for their
continued generosity.”

Now is not the time for the United States to
pull the plug on our support for this successful
peace and reconciliation program; such a
move would have a dramatic impact on pro-
grams that emphasize reconciliation among
school children and young adults. The IFI has
developed its own exist strategy enabling a
thoughtful transition to self-reliant cross-com-
munity and social advancement. It is a good
strategy and one that deserves our support
until the end.

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Chairman, | oppose
this amendment which would eliminate funding
for the IFI.

The violence in Ireland has devastated fami-
lies and too many men, women and children
have lost their lives.

The road to peace has been a long one with
many bumps in that road.

But, Mr. Chairman, we are making progress.

By all indications we are on the verge of
peace, which is nice for a change.

Now is not the time to cut this important
funding, as it has been critical in the peace ef-
forts and it is still needed particularly in places
like Belfast.

Cutting U.S. funding now would send a
message that the IFI is not internationally sup-
ported.

It is important that the people in Ireland who
are working toward peace know that they have
the support of the United States in these ef-
forts.

| understand that my colleague will offer and
withdraw this amendment.
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Having said that, | strongly oppose this
amendment and will oppose any future similar
efforts.

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
opposition to an amendment offered by Rep-
resentative GINNY BROWN-WAITE to H.R. 5522,
the Foreign Operations Appropriations Act.
The proposed amendment would effectively
cut $10.8 million in funding for the Inter-
national Fund for Ireland from the Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Bill for FY 2007.

The Fund was created by the Irish and Brit-
ish governments 20 years ago to foster eco-
nomic and social advancement and to encour-
age dialogue, contact, and reconciliation be-
tween unionists and nationalists throughout
Ireland. The Fund appropriates its money to
address the root causes of deprivation in the
most vulnerable regions by using shared eco-
nomic concerns as a platform for regeneration
and cross-community activity.

If the Fund was dissolved, its pioneering
work with children and youth throughout the
North and border counties would end just as
there is progress towards the implementation
of the Good Friday Accords. A termination of
U.S. funding would undermine the perception
of the IFI as an internationally supported body
and may impede its ability to secure funding
elsewhere.

The IFI has been integral in the progress to-
wards peace and prosperity throughout Ire-
land, acting in good faith to employ successful
measures to alleviate areas of disadvantage. It
is with our help that the IFl can continue to
achieve these praiseworthy goals in the future.

I hope my colleagues join me in opposition
to this amendment so that together, we can
move towards peace and prosperity for all of
Ireland.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Again, Mr. Chairman, I ask unani-
mous consent to withdraw this amend-
ment with the proviso that future
amounts for this program will be re-
duced. It is obviously a great success,
and at this point we want to make sure
Ronald Reagan’s prediction wasn’t
right and that future funding will be
reduced.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection,
the amendment is withdrawn.

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

ASSISTANCE FOR EASTERN EUROPE AND THE

BALTIC STATES

(a) For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 and the Support for East European De-
mocracy (SEED) Act of 1989, $227,900,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2008,
which shall be available, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, for assistance
and for related programs for Eastern Europe
and the Baltic States.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
strike the last word, and yield to my
distinguished member of the sub-
committee, Mr. FATTAH.

Mr. FATTAH. I want to thank the
gentlewoman from New York, and I
want to thank and congratulate the
chairman. I wanted to submit for the
RECORD letters from the Secretary
General of the U.N., the Ambassador
for the European Union, and from
Prime Minister Tony Blair in support
of a Safe Blood for Africa Initiative
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that the chairman and the ranking
woman from New York have agreed to
insert into the report that will accom-
pany this bill which has to do with an
initiative to make healthier the blood
supply throughout sub-Saharan Africa.
It has the potential of saving millions
of lives, and these letters illustrate
international support for it. So for Sec-
retary Kofi Annan and Tony Blair and
the European Union, I want to submit
these letters for the RECORD.

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL,
May 30, 2006.
Hon. CHAKA FATTAH,
Congressman, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN FATTAH, Thank you for
your important efforts in support of improv-
ing the blood supply in Africa. The HIV/AIDS
pandemic poses an unprecedented threat to
human security and development in the con-
tinent. The epidemic demands an exceptional
response and your Initiative on Safe Blood
will play an invaluable role in benefiting the
lives of millions of Africans.

I commend your leadership on this issue
and look forward to hearing more about it in
the weeks and months ahead.

Yours sincerely,
KOFI A. ANNAN.
EUROPEAN UNION, DELEGATION OF
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2006.
Hon. CHAKA FATTAH,
Member of Congress,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. FATTAH, I very much enjoyed the
discussion we had on 9th March in your of-
fices on various issues of common concern
and in particular on how best to help Africa
reach the Millennium Development Goals in
the Health Sector. I consider that your Safe
Blood Initiative is a very timely and impor-
tant effort towards these goals, and I would
be glad to support you in this.

The European Commission, as you know, is
committed to working in partnership with
the United States and the international com-
munity to reach the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, three of which relate directly or
indirectly to health. In external action, our
policy tackles the three infectious diseases
related to poverty, namely, HIV/AIDS, Ma-
laria and Tuberculosis.

The Commission’s Action plan in this area
emphasizes the need to strengthen country
health systems and to support country led
strategies. At global level, the Action Plan
focuses on affordability, strengthening regu-
latory capacity, and the need to work in
partnership. We support and work closely
with other private partners such as the Glob-
al Initiative for Vaccines and Immunization
(GAVI).

We are partners with the United States in
the fight against contagious diseases and
participate in the Global Fund for AIDS, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria (GFHTM). To date,
the Commission has pledged a total of €522
million for the Fund, covering the period of
2001-2006 of which €432 million have already
been disbursed.

We see your Initiative to protect the safety
of blood in Africa as closely related to the
fight of contagious diseases. In fact, we advo-
cate that blood safety should be an integral
part of any national strategy for HIV/AIDS
prevention, as well as a standard component
of national health policies. We believe that
blood safety should be addressed as part of
efforts to strengthen the national health sys-
tems, and that specific action to reduce the
risk of HIV transmission should include fi-
nancing for strengthening systems for blood
safety.
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I trust that you will receive congressional
support for your very crucial Initiative. It is
my hope that this will raise awareness of the
wider health system issues and that Africa—
and the world as a whole—will be a safer
place as a result.

Sincerely yours,
JOHN BRUTON
Ambassador.
THE PRIME MINISTER,
London, March 31, 2006.

DEAR MR. FATTAH, Thank you for your let-
ter of 1 March about the Fattah initiative on
Safe Blood.

During 2005, G8 leaders agreed to a set of
commitments which should have a real im-
pact on poverty in Africa and across the
world. I believe it is vital to assist African
countries to strengthen their health serv-
ices—and this includes the provision of safe
blood, integrated with comprehensive na-
tional HIV prevention strategies. We are
committed to playing our part and have
committed £1.5 billion over the next three
years to tackling HIV and AIDS across the
world.

The Department for International Develop-
ment (DFID) takes the lead on this and other
overseas development issues. I have asked
the Secretary of State for International De-
velopment to ensure DFID officials follow up
with you to discuss further and gain a better
understanding of your initiative.

I wish you well with your efforts.

Yours sincerely,
TONY BLAIR.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that the remainder
of the bill through page 32, line 20 be
considered as read, printed in the
RECORD, and open to amendment at
any point.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Arizona?

There was no objection.

The text of the remainder of the bill
through page 32, line 20 is as follows:

(b) Funds appropriated under this heading
shall be considered to be economic assist-
ance under the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 for purposes of making available the ad-
ministrative authorities contained in that
Act for the use of economic assistance.

(c) The provisions of section 529 of this Act
shall apply to funds appropriated under this
heading: Provided, That notwithstanding any
provision of this or any other Act, including
provisions in this subsection regarding the
application of section 529 of this Act, local
currencies generated by, or converted from,
funds appropriated by this Act and by pre-
vious appropriations Acts and made avail-
able for the economic revitalization program
in Bosnia may be used in Eastern Europe and
the Baltic States to carry out the provisions
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and the
SEED Act.

(d) The President is authorized to withhold
funds appropriated under this heading made
available for economic revitalization pro-
grams in Bosnia and Herzegovina, if he de-
termines and certifies to the Committees on
Appropriations that the Federation of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina has not complied with
article III of annex 1-A of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina concerning the withdrawal
of foreign forces, and that intelligence co-
operation on training, investigations, and re-
lated activities between state sponsors of
terrorism and terrorist organizations and
Bosnian officials has not been terminated.
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ASSISTANCE FOR THE INDEPENDENT STATES OF
THE FORMER SOVIET UNION

(a) For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of chapters 11 and 12 of part I of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and the
FREEDOM Support Act, for assistance for
the Independent States of the former Soviet
Union and for related programs, $371,280,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2008:
Provided, That the provisions of such chap-
ters shall apply to funds appropriated by this
paragraph: Provided further, That funds made
available for the Southern Caucasus region
may be used, notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, for confidence-building meas-
ures and other activities in furtherance of
the peaceful resolution of the regional con-
flicts, especially those in the vicinity of
Abkhazia and Nagorno-Karabagh: Provided
further, That notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, funds appropriated under this
heading in this Act or prior Acts making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs, that are
made available pursuant to the provisions of
section 807 of Public Law 102-511 shall be
subject to a 6 percent ceiling on administra-
tive expenses.

(b) Of the funds appropriated under this
heading, not less than $41,000,000 should be
made available, in addition to funds other-
wise available for such purposes, for assist-
ance for child survival, environmental and
reproductive health, and to combat HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis and other infectious dis-
eases, and for related activities.

(c)(1) Of the funds appropriated under this
heading that are allocated for assistance for
the Government of the Russian Federation,
60 percent shall be withheld from obligation
until the President determines and certifies
in writing to the Committees on Appropria-
tions that the Government of the Russian
Federation—

(A) has terminated implementation of ar-
rangements to provide Iran with technical
expertise, training, technology, or equip-
ment necessary to develop a nuclear reactor,
related nuclear research facilities or pro-
grams, or ballistic missile capability; and

(B) is providing full access to international
non-government organizations providing hu-
manitarian relief to refugees and internally
displaced persons in Chechnya.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to—

(A) assistance to combat infectious dis-
eases, child survival activities, or assistance
for victims of trafficking in persons; and

(B) activities authorized under title V
(Nonproliferation and Disarmament Pro-
grams and Activities) of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act.

(d) Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support
Act shall not apply to—

(1) activities to support democracy or as-
sistance under title V of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act and section 1424 of Public Law 104-
201 or non-proliferation assistance;

(2) any assistance provided by the Trade
and Development Agency under section 661
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961;

(3) any activity carried out by a member of
the United States and Foreign Commercial
Service while acting within his or her offi-
cial capacity;

(4) any insurance, reinsurance, guarantee
or other assistance provided by the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation under title
IV of chapter 2 of part I of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961;

(5) any financing provided under the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945; or

(6) humanitarian assistance.

TRADE CAPACITY ENHANCEMENT FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the

provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of
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1961 for the enhancement of trade capacity in
foreign countries, $522,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2008: Provided,
That these funds shall be available to the Di-
rector of Trade Capacity Enhancement to be
used only for enhancing trade capacity, most
especially to assist a country in efforts to
qualify for, implement and benefit from free
trade agreements with the United States:
Provided further, That in order to accomplish
the purposes provided herein, funds appro-
priated under this heading may be trans-
ferred to and merged with funds appropriated
by this Act under the headings ‘‘Develop-
ment Assistance”, ‘Economic Support
Fund”, ‘‘Assistance for Eastern Europe and
the Baltic States’, ‘‘Assistance to Inde-
pendent States of the Former Soviet Union”’,
and ‘‘Andean Counterdrug Initiative’’: Pro-
vided further, That any such transfers shall
be subject to the regular notification proce-
dures of the Committees on Appropriations:
Provided further, That funds appropriated
under this heading are in addition to funds
otherwise available for such purposes.

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDATION

For necessary expenses to carry out the
functions of the Inter-American Foundation
in accordance with the provisions of section
401 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1969,
$19,268,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2008.

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

For necessary expenses to carry out title V
of the International Security and Develop-
ment Cooperation Act of 1980, Public Law 96—
533, $22,726,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2008: Provided, That funds made
available to grantees may be invested pend-
ing expenditure for project purposes when
authorized by the Board of Directors of the
Foundation: Provided further, That interest
earned shall be used only for the purposes for
which the grant was made: Provided further,
That notwithstanding section 505(a)(2) of the
African Development Foundation Act, (1) in
exceptional circumstances the Board of Di-
rectors of the Foundation may waive the
$250,000 limitation contained in that section
with respect to a project and (2) a project
may exceed the limitation by up to $10,000 if
the increase is due solely to foreign currency
fluctuation: Provided further, That the Foun-
dation shall provide a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations after each time such
authority is exercised.

PEACE CORPS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Peace Corps Act (756 Stat.
612), including the purchase of not to exceed
five passenger motor vehicles for administra-
tive purposes for use outside of the United
States, $324,587,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2008: Provided, That none of
the funds appropriated under this heading
shall be used to pay for abortions: Provided
further, That the Director may transfer to
the Foreign Currency Fluctuations Account,
as authorized by 22 U.S.C. 2515, an amount
not to exceed $2,000,000: Provided further,
That funds transferred pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso may not be derived from
amounts made available for Peace Corps
overseas operations.

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

For necessary expenses for the ‘‘Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation’, $2,000,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided,
That of the funds appropriated under this
heading, up to $95,000,000 may be available
for administrative expenses of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation: Provided fur-
ther, That up to 10 percent of the funds ap-
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propriated under this heading may be made
available to carry out the purposes of section
616 of the Millennium Challenge Act of 2003
for candidate countries for fiscal year 2007:
Provided further, That none of the funds
available to carry out section 616 of such Act
may be made available until the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation provides a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations listing the can-
didate countries that will be receiving as-
sistance under section 616 of such Act, the
level of assistance proposed for each such
country, a description of the proposed pro-
grams, projects and activities, and the im-
plementing agency or agencies of the United
States Government: Provided further, That
section 605(e)(4) of the Millennium Challenge
Act of 2003 shall apply to funds appropriated
under this heading: Provided further, That
funds appropriated under this heading may
be made available for a Millennium Chal-
lenge Compact entered into pursuant to sec-
tion 609 of the Millennium Challenge Act of
2003 only if such Compact obligates, or con-
tains a commitment to obligate subject to
the availability of funds and the mutual
agreement of the parties to the Compact to
proceed, the entire amount of the United
States Government funding anticipated for
the duration of the Compact.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
GLOBAL HIV/AIDS INITIATIVE

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 for the prevention, treatment, and con-
trol of, and research on, HIV/AIDS, including
administrative expenses of the Office of the
Global AIDS Coordinator, $2,772,500,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
$244,500,000 shall be made available, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, except
for the United States Leadership Against
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Act of
2003 (Public Law 108-25) for a United States
contribution to the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and shall be
expended at the minimum rate necessary to
make timely payment for projects and ac-
tivities: Provided, That up to 5 percent of the
aggregate amount of funds made available to
the Global Fund in fiscal year 2007 may be
made available to the Office of the United
States Global AIDS Coordinator for tech-
nical assistance related to the activities of
the Global Fund.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL AND LAW

ENFORCEMENT

For necessary expenses to carry out sec-
tion 481 of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, $703,600,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2009: Provided, That during fis-
cal year 2007, the Department of State may
also use the authority of section 608 of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, without re-
gard to its restrictions, to receive excess
property from an agency of the United
States Government for the purpose of pro-
viding it to a foreign country under chapter
8 of part I of that Act subject to the regular
notification procedures of the Committees
on Appropriations: Provided further, That the
Secretary of State shall provide to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations not later than 45
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act and prior to the initial obligation of
funds appropriated under this heading, a re-
port on the proposed uses of all funds under
this heading on a country-by-country basis
for each proposed program, project, or activ-
ity: Provided further, That of the funds appro-
priated under this heading, not less than
$16,250,000 shall be made available for train-
ing programs and activities of the Inter-
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national Law Enforcement Academies: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated
under this heading, $26,100,000 shall be made
available to carry out programs in Colombia:
Provided further, That $10,000,000 of the funds
appropriated under this heading shall be
made available for demand reduction pro-
grams: Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated under this heading, not more than
$33,484,000 may be available for administra-
tive expenses.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. HOOLEY

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Ms. HOOLEY:

Page 32, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert the following: ‘“(increased by
$10,000,000) (reduced by $10,000,000)".

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of June 8, 2006, the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
HOOLEY) and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oregon.

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Chairman, mem-
bers of the Committee, communities
across this country are facing an in-
creasing problem with methamphet-
amine, a drug that is cheap, easy to
make, and gives addicts an intense
longlasting high, but one that destroys
their brains, causes them to abuse and
neglect their children, and can lead to
paranoid acts of violence. And while we
have taken action to cut off
pseudoephedrine sales to the mom and
pop meth labs, the vast majority of
meth consumed in this country is made
in Mexico and smuggled into the U.S.
by Mexican drug cartels. My amend-
ment would help address this issue by
designating $10 million in the inter-
national narcotics control and law en-
forcement for counter-methamphet-
amine efforts in Mexico.

International narcotics control and
law enforcement is funded in this bill
at $703 million, a $231 million increase
over last year’s funding. While the
overall account is adequately funded
within this program, the committee re-
port designates only $40 million for
Mexico, with the money being spread
among a number of narcotic control
and law enforcement efforts, including
strengthening the northern border in-
frastructure and fighting drug and
weapons smuggling.

The amendment simply increases
funding for international mnarcotics
control and law enforcement by $10
million and immediately reduces it
again. The intent of the amendment is
to redirect these funds to the designa-
tion for Mexico, devoting the $10 mil-
lion specifically toward the counter of
methamphetamine efforts. The money
should not come from any other al-
ready designated account within inter-
national narcotics and law enforce-
ment, but from those funds which have
not yet been allocated either through
the legislative language or committee
report. We must provide the State De-
partment with additional resources so
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they can better stem the rising influx
of methamphetamines produced by
these Mexican drug cartels. My amend-
ment would ensure that the State De-
partment devotes its resources specifi-
cally toward stemming the rising in-
flux of methamphetamine produced by
these Mexican drug cartels.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Ms. HOOLEY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona.

Mr. KOLBE. The gentlewoman from
Oregon has described this precisely. We
all recognize that methamphetamine is
a terrible problem. I represent a border
district in a border State; we have a
terrible problem with that with Mex-
ico. The gentlewoman has described
this amendment accurately, in that
while it increases and decreases the
same time, it does not change the
structure of any of the accounts or any
of the programs; and, therefore, I am
willing to accept this amendment.

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOOLEY).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

ANDEAN COUNTERDRUG INITIATIVE

For necessary expenses to carry out sec-
tion 481 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
to support counterdrug activities in the An-
dean region of South America, $506,850,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2009:
Provided, That in fiscal year 2007, funds
available to the Department of State for as-
sistance to the Government of Colombia
shall be available to support a unified cam-
paign against narcotics trafficking, against
activities by organizations designated as ter-
rorist organizations such as the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC),
the National Liberation Army (ELN), and
the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia
(AUC), and to take actions to protect human
health and welfare in emergency cir-
cumstances, including undertaking rescue
operations: Provided further, That this au-
thority shall cease to be effective if the Sec-
retary of State has credible evidence that
the Colombian Armed Forces are not con-
ducting vigorous operations to restore gov-
ernment authority and respect for human
rights in areas under the effective control of
paramilitary and guerrilla organizations:
Provided further, That the President shall en-
sure that if any helicopter procured with
funds under this heading is used to aid or
abet the operations of any illegal self-de-
fense group or illegal security cooperative,
such helicopter shall be immediately re-
turned to the United States: Provided further,
That the Secretary of State, in consultation
with the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, shall
provide to the Committees on Appropria-
tions not later than 45 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act and prior to the
initial obligation of funds appropriated
under this heading, a report on the proposed
uses of all funds under this heading on a
country-by-country basis for each proposed
program, project, or activity: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available in this Act
for demobilization/reintegration of members
of foreign terrorist organizations in Colom-
bia shall be subject to prior consultation
with, and the regular notification procedures
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of, the Committees on Appropriations: Pro-
vided further, That section 482(b) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 shall not apply to
funds appropriated under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That assistance provided with
funds appropriated under this heading that is
made available notwithstanding section
482(b) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
shall be made available subject to the reg-
ular notification procedures of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations: Provided further,
That of the funds appropriated under this
heading that are available for alternative de-
velopment/institution building, not less than
$85,400,000 shall be apportioned directly to
the United States Agency for International
Development: Provided further, That with re-
spect to funds apportioned to the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment under the previous proviso, the respon-
sibility for policy decisions for the use of
such funds, including what activities will be
funded and the amount of funds that will be
provided for each of those activities, shall be
the responsibility of the Director of Foreign
Assistance in consultation with the Assist-
ant Secretary of State for International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That no United States Armed
Forces personnel or United States civilian
contractor employed by the United States
will participate in any combat operation in
connection with assistance made available
by this Act for Colombia: Provided further,
That funds appropriated under this heading
that are made available for assistance for
the Bolivian military may be made available
for such purposes only if the Secretary of
State certifies that the Bolivian military is
respecting human rights, and civilian judi-
cial authorities are investigating and pros-
ecuting, with the military’s cooperation,
military personnel who have been implicated
in gross violations of human rights: Provided
further, That of the funds appropriated under
this heading, not more than $18,060,000 may
be available for administrative expenses of
the Department of State, and not more than
$7,800,000 may be available, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses, for administrative expenses of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. MCGOVERN

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 7 offered by Mr. McGov-
ERN:

In the item relating to ‘ANDEAN
COUNTERDRUG INITIATIVE” (page  , line
), after the aggregate dollar amount, in-
sert the following: ‘‘(reduced by $30,000,000)"’.

In the item relating to ‘“UNITED STATES
EMERGENCY REFUGEE AND MIGRATION ASSIST-
ANCE FUND” (page  , line ), after the
dollar amount, insert the following: ‘(in-
creased by $30,000,000)"".

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of June 8, 2006, the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) and a Member opposed
each will control 30 minutes.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
claim the time in opposition to the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Arizona will control the time in
opposition.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.
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Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself 4 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, this is a very straight-
forward amendment. It increases fund-
ing by $30 million for the U.S. Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assist-
ance Fund, and it decreases the Andean
Counter Drug Initiative by the same
amount. The reduction in the ACI ac-
count should come from eradication
and military related aid above the
President’s request level. It is my un-
derstanding from figures provided by
the Foreign Operations Subcommittee
that, under the ACI, the President re-
quested $506.2 million for Colombia; the
committee provided $545.2 million for
all these categories of aid. So even
after this amount is reduced by $30 mil-
lion, aid for Colombia requested by the
President would still total $515.2 mil-
lion, or $9 million above the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2007 request.

Mr. Chairman, I have been on this
House floor before expressing my con-
cerns about our policy in Colombia.
The drug eradication policy, to be
blunt, has been a miserable failure. The
Colombian military continues to com-
mit heinous acts with impunity.

Now, I know that some of my es-
teemed colleagues who oppose this
amendment will once again come to
the House floor with their charts and
graphs and arrows pointing this way
and that, but no matter how you slice
and dice it, the bottom line is that
after 6 years and $4.7 billion for Colom-
bia, we are exactly where we started
out as far as drug cultivation is con-
cerned. The same amount of coca is
being grown today in Colombia as in
1999. And this isn’t JIM MCGOVERN just
saying this; this fact comes from our
own Office of Narcotics Control and
Drug Policy. It is their figures, their
findings, their conclusion; the State
Department backs them up on this. $4.7
billion.

As the committee report accom-
panying this bill states so eloquently
on page 62: after a massive increase in
fumigation from 47,000 hectares at the
start of Plan Colombia to today when
we fumigated 138,775 hectares last year,
we have accomplished zilch, Mr. Chair-
man. Coca cultivation in Columbia is
at the same level or maybe slightly
above from where it was when we start-
ed.

On Monday, Mr. Chairman, headlines
in the newspapers informed us that a
Colombian military unit murdered in a
deliberate cold-blooded ambush one of
the most successful U.S.-trained anti-
drug units in Colombia. Yesterday the
U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee
froze $30 million in military aid be-
cause it was so enraged over these mur-
ders and the State Department’s recent
human rights certification.

Mr. Chairman, we have to respond to
this. This House has to respond, and
this is the moment to do so. We are not
undermining President Uribe by adopt-
ing this amendment. Colombia will
still receive more than what the Presi-
dent of the United States of America



H3654

asked for in fiscal year 2007. But we can
send a powerful message to the Colom-
bian Armed Forces that we won’t keep
writing blank checks, we won’t keep
turning a blind eye, we aren’t a cheap
date you can take advantage of.

Mr. Chairman, we have the oppor-
tunity to do some real good with this
amendment. We can fund the Presi-
dent’s request for U.S. Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance fund.
The fund currently stands at its lowest
balance in over a decade. The State De-
partment generally draws down be-
tween $60 million and $70 million in
ERMA funds each year. There are just
too many unexpected emergencies hap-
pening around the world. Without the
increase provided by the amendment,
we could be threatening the life-saving
assistance that can mean the difference
of life and death to persons caught in
tragic violence or natural disaster.
Whether we are looking at an increas-
ingly explosive border between Chad
and Sudan to preventing food aid pipe-
line breaks in Kenya and Uganda, to
being able to respond quickly to vic-
tims of earthquakes or volcanoes, this
fund is one of the President’s most ef-
fective tools. With this amendment we
can give the President what he has re-
quested and needs for Colombia and
ACI, and we can give him what he
asked for and needs to meet emergency
refugee crises. And at the same time,
Mr. Chairman, and for the first time,
we can send a powerful message to the
Colombian military that our pockets
and our patience are wearing thin.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
the strongest possible opposition to
this amendment offered by the gen-
tleman. There are few things in this
hemisphere that are more important
for us than the Andean Counterdrug
Initiative. In our effort to try and fight
drugs abroad we can fight drugs here at
home.

The gentleman has suggested this
money would go to the International
Refugee and Migration account, and we
believe we have funded that in a fair
and reasonable way and will have ac-
counted for the needs of that account.

Let me tell you why my concern is
more not that we couldn’t use more
money in ERMA; my concern here is
taking this money out of the Andean
Counterdrug Initiative. Let me tell you
why I think this is the wrong thing to
do at this time.

We have rewarded in this bill good
performers and taken action against
those who have not done so well. As I
described in my opening statement, we
have restructured the accounts that go
to Colombia. They are an important
strategic partner in the region, and our
bill recognizes that by normalizing how
we fund Colombia. We move funds for
the Colombia Alternative Development
programs to the ESF account and to
the other accounts; we have moved
funds for Colombia rule of law to the
INCLE account, the narcotics account.
These are the accounts we use to fund
similar activities for all of our other
strategic partners.
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So we have basically said to Colom-
bia, you have graduated. It is time for
you to become a strategic partner and
for our funding of foreign assistance to
fall into normal categories.

I firmly believe that, contrary to
what the gentleman said, that Colom-
bia stands as the most successful model
of democracy in this region. It is not
without its problems, but I think it has
made enormous and positive strides in
recent years. With our support it has
been transformed into a much more se-
cure democratic and economically
prosperous country.

So why do I say that? How do I meas-
ure the success that we have had? Well,
we have got more than 200,000 acres of
legal crops that have been planted,
64,000 farm families provided legal
farming options, coca eradication
through spraying has gone from 47,000
hectares of the first year of Plan Co-
lombian to 138,000 last year, and man-
ual eradication also increased substan-
tially. An additional 1,600 hectares of
poppies were eradicated in the year
2005. We have regained Colombian sov-
ereignty over most of the air space,
and that has led to a 56 percent de-
crease in suspected trafficker flights.
The drug flow by air to the United
States has dropped by about 7 percent.
Kidnappings are down 51 percent.
Homicides are down 13 percent. All
1,098 Colombian municipalities have a
permanent government presence. These
are just some of the measures of the
things that we have done that I think
are very significant.

The bill from which this would take
funds also rewards Peru by increasing
the funds allocated it by $10.5 million.
And I did this because we have de-
creased over the years the funds to
Peru and we have experienced the bal-
loon effect of having drug production
move from one part of the region to an-
other part, and that is why we have
proposed a $7 million increase to Peru’s
interdiction and eradication program.
The last thing in the world we should
be doing right now is making a reduc-
tion in these overall accounts.

On the other hand, we have reduced
some of the funds provided to Bolivia.
We have reduced the President’s re-
quest by 44 percent. Of course, that re-
quest was drafted very early in this
year before the problems that we are
seeing with the current government in
Bolivia have occurred. There, the
eradication efforts have gone abso-
lutely the wrong direction, from an
historic high in 1999 of 17,000 hectares
of coca eradicated, to a goal in 2006 of
only 5,000; and they are not on track to
even meet that very reduced goal in
Bolivia.

And so those are just some of the rea-
sons why we are, as I said, trying to re-
ward those who are doing the right
thing in the region, but also make sure
that our money is not used inappropri-
ately in countries that are not doing
the right thing.
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So these are just some of the reasons
why I think that this amendment
would be absolutely the wrong signal
at the wrong time and could be the
best possible message that we could
send to drug traffickers to reduce this
Andean counterdrug initiative by the
amount that the amendment calls for.
I urge my colleagues to vote against
this amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr.
yield myself 30 seconds.

Mr. Chairman, my colleague is abso-
lutely right, eradication has dramati-
cally increased in Colombia, but it has
achieved absolutely nothing. There is
even more coca in Colombia today than
there was in Plan Colombia’s first
year. We have gone from 336,000 acres
in 2000 to 355,000 acres, and that is ac-
tually a 6 percent increase. How is that
success?

When Plan Colombia started, it was
supposed to decrease coca growing by
50 percent over 5 years. That is what
we were promised. Well, $4.7 billion
later, we have a 6 percent increase over
5 years the amount of coca being grown
in Colombia.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FARR) who is a Colombian expert and
who was also a Peace Corps volunteer
in Colombia.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Chairman, thank you
very much for yielding.

I rise in strong support of the McGov-
ern amendment and in incredibly
strong appreciation for the great job
that Chairman KOLBE does on this
committee. I do not think there is any-
body that knows these issues better
than he does, but I am just in disagree-
ment with the approach here, and I do
not think it is Mr. KOLBE’s approach. It
is the administration’s approach and it
comes under Plan Colombia.

The problem that we have, and as I
say, I am speaking from some experi-
ence having lived in Colombia several
years as a Peace Corps volunteer in the
1960s, is if you do not deal with people
on the ground, who are struggling with
the culture of poverty, you cannot wipe
out an agricultural crop by just bomb-
ing it. You wipe it out by creating eco-
nomic opportunities that are alter-
natives to coca growing. You do not
have to retain as much money as you
can get from growing coca, because
what you do is you build infrastruc-
ture, school and health care, and just
like this community, most people will
do things as long as people will have a
better life, as long as there are re-
sources there.

I think what America fails to look
at, whether it is in Iraq or other areas,
is how poorly we do at developing post-
country capacity, and that is what this
amendment is all about. It is the use of
money to better build host country ca-
pacity to sustain themselves other
than having to grow illicit crops.

Alternative development programs
have enabled Colombians to move to

Chairman, I
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alternatives, and when they did, they
were very successful with it, but we are
not putting enough effort into it.

Colombia is a huge country. It is the
second most biodiverse country in the
planet. It can grow just about any-
thing. You just have to put energy and
get people access to places to grow, and
in this case, because we are not doing
enough in the alternative, they are
going to go into growing more coca, as
Mr. MCGOVERN’s pointed out.

After 6 years of sustained, robust
U.S. assistance, 40 percent of the Co-
lombians still remain underemployed
in a formal Colombian economy.

So I rise in strong support because I
think this is moving money to what we
really need to invest in which is invest-
ing in host country capacity.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA), one of
the members of the Drug Task Force.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Chairman, thank you
for yielding me time on this.

I have worked on this issue for a
number of years in Congress. I have
seen failed policies and I have seen suc-
cessful policies. The worst thing we
could do today would be to cut the
funds to Colombia. What a horrible
message we would send. Let me just de-
scribe what is taking place, the policy
of failure, the policy of success.

I chaired the Criminal Justice, Drug
Policy Subcommittee. That was one of
the responsibilities Speaker HASTERT
had before I inherited it from him. He
chaired the National Security Sub-
committee that had that responsi-
bility. We did everything we could dur-
ing the Clinton administration to get
resources to Colombia. The liberals did
everything they could to keep re-
sources going to Colombia. The policy
was a policy of failure. It was a policy
of death and destruction. Thousands of
people were slaughtered while the lib-
erals in Congress and the administra-
tion denied aid to Colombia. Policemen
were Kkilled by the thousands. Members
of the legislature, members of the Cab-
inet, people on the street, villages were
wiped out because they did not want to
send the necessary aid to Colombia.

President Bush, thank God for Presi-
dent Bush and his action and his policy
of success. He took a policy of success.
He put the resources there. The mur-
ders are down dramatically. The last
speaker spoke about creating economic
opportunity. How can you create eco-
nomic opportunity or economic activ-
ity when there is slaughter and chaos
in the streets?

I went down with President Pastrana,
and he wanted to sing Kumbayah with
the terrorists and the leftists, and that
approach did not work. People contin-
ued to get slaughtered, and the drugs
came into this country in unprece-
dented amounts.

Ask DEA about drugs, about heroin.
At the beginning of the Clinton admin-
istration, you know how much heroin
was produced in Colombia? Zero. Look
at it now, and look at it over the past
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yvears. It flooded into our streets and
killed our children and our most pro-
ductive citizens and those with poten-
tial in this country by the thousands
and has left thousands being destroyed
in Colombia.

This is a horrible amendment. It
would be a horrible step backwards to
bring drugs into this country to stop a
policy, and now we have been blessed
not only with a President with strong
determination and a good, successful
policy in this country, but one in that
country who just got reelected, and to
cut his legs out from under him at this
juncture, when he has experienced suc-
cess, not only have we stopped the
killings and the murders and the
slaughters there and stopped people
from dying in our streets, the economy
has dramatically increased, almost
doubled in Colombia since Presidents
Bush and Uribe’s policies have taken
place.

This would be a step backward. This
is a step towards death, destruction
and drugs coming into our country. I
have had it with the liberals who al-
lowed this to happen and let thousands
of people go to their deaths in Colom-
bia, who allowed drugs to proliferate in
that country and create and finance
narco-terrorism which destroyed some
of that region and thousands of lives
there and thousands of lives here.

If we pass that amendment, it is a
horrible step back. I cannot tell you
how important this amendment is, not
only to the lives in Colombia, but to
the lives of the young men and women
and those in this country that have
been victims. I urge people to vote this
down in huge numbers.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I will insert in the RECORD at this
point an article that recently appeared
in the Financial Times entitled, ‘‘Co-
lombia ‘most dangerous’ place for trade
unionists’ in the world.

[From the Financial Times, June 6, 2006]
COLOMBIA ‘‘MOST DANGEROUS’’ PLACE FOR
TRADE UNIONISTS
(By Frances Williams)

Colombia remains the most dangerous
place on earth to be a trade unionist, with 70
people killed there last year for union activi-
ties.

In addition, 260 Colombian trade unionists
received death threats ‘‘in a climate of con-
tinuing impunity for the assassins, according
to the annual survey released today by the
International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions.

Right-wing paramilitary groups and the
state security forces have been blamed for
most of the violence in Colombia. The
ICFTU also records slayings in Brazil and
Honduras, and a ‘‘pervasive climate of vio-
lence and fear” in Guatemala.

Worldwide, a total of 115 people were mur-
dered for defending workers’ rights in 2005,
more than 1,600 were subjected to violent as-
saults and some 9,000 were arrested. Apart
from Colombia, the report highlights vio-
lence and repression in Iraq, Iran, El Sal-
vador, Djibouti, China, Cambodia, Guate-
mala, Zimbabwe and Burma.

Though the death toll was down from 145 in
2004, almost entirely due to fewer killings in
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Colombia, ‘““we are nevertheless witnessing
increasingly severe violence and hostility
against working people who stand up for
their rights,” said Guy Ryder, ICFTU gen-
eral secretary.

Even in the industrialised world workers’
rights are frequently violated or eroded, the
report says. The Bush administration is ac-
cused of encouraging ‘‘union-busting”’
through measures via its National Labour
Relations Board to reduce the influence of
trade unions.

The ICFTU also notes aggressive publicity
campaigns in the US aimed at weakening
workers’ trust in trade unions.

Australia is criticised for a wave of anti-
union laws that it said would deprive most
workers of protection from unfair dismissal.

Publication of the report by Brussels-based
ICFTU, whose 233 affiliated organisations
represent 145m workers, is timed to coincide
with the annual conference of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation now underway
in Geneva.

The conference is expected to condemn
Belarus for persistent interference in trade
union affairs and to consider action against
Burma for its refusal to end forced labour.

In Asia, violence against trade unionists
by police and security forces was docu-
mented last year in Burma, South Korea,
India, Cambodia and China, where dozens of
trade union activists continue to be incar-
cerated.

In the Middle East, 13 union representa-
tives were assassinated in Iraq and there
were reports of torture and violence against
strikers in Iran. In several other countries
trade unions are outlawed or severely re-
stricted.

In Africa, the report singles out Djibouti
and Zimbabwe, where the trade union move-
ments suffer constant harassment by the
government of President Robert Mugabe.

Mr. Chairman, I would also insert in
the RECORD an article that I referred to
earlier that appeared in the Boston
Globe about how ‘‘Colombia says sol-
diers killed antidrug police.” That Co-
lombia’s military unit assassinated a
U.S.-trained, elite antinarcotics team
at the bidding of the drug mafia 2
weeks ago. And what is the response of
this House? Nothing. The United
States Senate froze $30 million in mili-
tary aid because they were so outraged
that the Colombian military, who we
finance, went out and killed in cold
blood this anti-drug police unit.

Mr. Chairman, we need to send a
strong signal that we are not a cheap
date, that we are watching, that we
care and we demand accountability.

[From the Boston Globe, June 6, 2006]
COLOMBIA SAYS SOLDIERS KILLED ANTIDRUG
POLICE
AUTHORITIES PROBE COLONEL FOR LINK TO
MAJOR TRAFFICKER
(By Indira A.R. Lakshmanan)

BoGOTA.—Suspicions that a Colombian
military unit assassinated a US-trained,
elite antinarcotics team at the bidding of the
drug mafia two weeks ago have proven true,
officials say, in a case that has badly shaken
public confidence in the military.

On May 22, 10 of the country’s most suc-
cessful antidrug police were Kkilled by a mili-
tary platoon in the outskirts of Jamundi, an
area under the influence of narco-traffickers
195 miles southwest of the capital, near Cali.

Two military officers and six soldiers were
arrested Thursday on the basis of incrimi-
nating cellphone text messages and
crimescene evidence that investigators say
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prove the eight men planned the killings.
The suspects insist the shootings were a
“friendly fire’’ mistake.

“This was not a mistake, this was a crime;
this was a deliberate decision, a criminal de-
cision,”” Attorney General Mario Iguaran
said last week. ‘“They were doing the bidding
of a drug trafficker.”

Authorities are investigating bank ac-
counts allegedly containing $44,000 belonging
to Army Colonel Bayron Carvajal, the most
senior officer arrested, as well as his alleged
links to Omar Garcia Varela, according to
Colombian newspaper El Tiempo. Varela is
accused of being right-hand man of drug boss
Diego Montoya, one of the United States’ 10
most-wanted narcotraffickers, who is be-
lieved to control properties and drug labora-
tories near the site of fatal attack. The
United States has offered $56 million for in-
formation leading to Montoya’s capture.

Questions remain in the Jamundi case
about the extent of alleged collusion with
drug traffickers within the armed forces, and
how high up it may go. The arrests came
days after the US State Department certified
Colombia’s human rights record, ensuring
the flow of most US military aid to this
country. Last year, Congress withheld some
military assistance on worries that the Co-
lombian government, which has waged a
nearly decade-long campaign against drug
corruption, was ignoring extrajudicial
killings or cooperation between the military
and right—wing‘death squads.

The Jamundl case has sparked a national
outcry that has reached up to President
Alvaro Uribe, but Uribe on Friday said he
was not ready to oust generals to hold them
responsible for the killings. The best way to
restore military credibility, he said, would
be to clarify events and impose sanctions on
the guilty.

Among the most damning evidence against
the arrested soldiers are text messages alleg-
edly sent by Carvajal on the day of the kill-
ing to the lieutenant and sergeant in charge
of the platoon.

“Pull back the ambush. . . . Everything is
set for tonight,” read one message leaked by
authorities to El Tiempo and the newsmaga-
zine Semana.

That afternoon, Carvajal sent another mes-
sage, the media reported: ‘‘Get ready for the
group to come with the chicken so you can
get it.”

‘“‘Chicken’ was the nickname of civilian
informant Luis Eduardo Betancur, who was
leading police to a suspected 440-pound stash
of cocaine. Betancur was also a registered in-
formant of Carvajal, authorities say. He was
found shot in the neck, with his balaclava re-
moved, investigators say.

Eight of the 10 police killed were shot in
the back, and ‘“‘the crime scene was contami-
nated before investigators arrived,” said an
investigative official yesterday who spoke on
condition of anonymity. Investigators sus-
pect soldiers may have fired shots from the
police officers’ weapons after they died, in an
effort to make it look like there was a con-
frontation, El Tiempo reported.

Fewer than half of the soldiers in the 28-
man platoon fired at the police. Witnesses
interviewed by telephone from Jamundi say
the police identified themselves during the
attack and begged the soldiers not to shoot.

More than half of the shots fired originated
from a military sniper who was hidden from
view, said an investigative official.

When colleagues of the slain police arrived
at the scene to investigate, another text
message allegedly demanded to know why
they had been allowed to pass a military
roadblock.

The police unit had been trained by the
Drug Enforcement Administration and was
responsible for more than 200 arrests of drug
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traffickers, including 23 wanted for extra-
dition to the United States.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 4 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY), who is an expert on Co-
lombian’s eradication policy.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, I
rise in strong support of the bipartisan
McGovern amendment which I am also
proud to cosponsor.

That passionate speech against lib-
erals and against this piece of legisla-
tion might be interesting, but it is ab-
solutely wrong. The fact that we have
spent billions and billions of dollars in
Colombia, and the gentleman talked
about success and failure, and all of the
evidence, the objective evidence, shows
that this policy of fumigation and drug
eradication unfortunately has been an
abject failure. As far as ending violence
in Colombia, I want to just give a cou-
ple of facts that the gentleman from
Massachusetts mentioned.

On May 22 of this year, soldiers of the
Army’s Third Brigade killed 10 mem-
bers of Colombia’s most elite police
unit against narco-trafficking, trained
by the DEA, in what evidence shows
was a premeditated ambush. The police
unit members who were killed had cap-
tured 205 drug traffickers, 23 of whom
had been sent to the United States for
trial. Armed Forces chief Mario Mon-
toya initially called the killings a case
of friendly fire.

On June 1, two officers and six sol-
diers were arrested for the massacre.
Colombian Attorney General Mario
Iguaran said in announcing the arrests:
“It was not a mistake. It was an am-
bush planned as a favor to the drug
traffickers.”” The Army officers appar-
ently were working for the mafia.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross found that 13.6 percent in-
crease in forced disappearances be-
tween 2004 and 2005. According to
CODHES, the Colombian nongovern-
ment organization that maintains data
on forced displacement, the number of
people forced from their homes by vio-
lence increased by 8 percent from 2004
to 2005.

But you know what, we are not really
having a debate about that because the
modest offsets that we are talking
about still leaves the accounts for drug
eradication at $9 million above the
President’s request, but let us look at
how that money has been spent.

In Colombia and in the Andean re-
gion, as I said, the U.S. has invested
billions of dollars, hundreds of millions
year after year of our taxpayers dol-
lars, and what have we gotten? Plan
Colombia was supposed to reduce Co-
lombia’s cultivation and distribution of
drugs by 50 percent, but 6 years and $4.7
billion later, the drug control results
are meager at best. If you look at the
U.S. government data, our own data,
there is as much coca today in Colom-
bia and as much cocaine in the United
States as there was 6 years ago.

But I want to get back to the point.
What we are trying to do is to have a
commonsense and compassionate effort
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to produce modest additional resources
to help President Bush alleviate some
of the world’s most dire humanitarian
crises. There is a lot that happens
around the world we cannot control.
We cannot stop earthquakes, we cannot
prevent droughts, and we cannot pre-
vent all conflict, but when we know
where the hungry, the homeless and
the sick exist, then we can help. That
is what this is about.

I have travelled to places like Colom-
bia and places where people are suf-
fering. We are asking for a modest
amount of money to be transferred out
of this account, and the simple choice
is should we overfund our efforts in Co-
lombia by a lot or a little or should we
do all we can to maximize the Presi-
dent’s power to help the powerless suf-
fering as a result of genocide and other
crises.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
respond to what the gentlewoman from
Illinois said.

O 1000

First of all, with regard to the ac-
counts. It is true that the total amount
in here for Colombia is above where the
President requested. But in the ACI,
that is absolutely not true.

I would just remind the gentlewoman
from Illinois that the amount we have
in this bill is $384 million. If you cut
another $30 million, you would be at
$354. The President requested $506 mil-
lion for the ACI account. So the gentle-
woman is absolutely incorrect in stat-
ing the amount that goes for the ACI.
She just had her figures incorrect be-
cause she wasn’t aware, I think, of the
restructuring that we have done of this
account.

Now, I want to just respond to what
she was saying about the failures that
we have had. I would stipulate to the
gentlewoman from Illinois that our
eradication programs have not been as
good as we would like. She is wrong
about the interdiction. We are having
success with the interdiction. And we
are having success with the interdic-
tion because we have a president down
there that is committed to making it
work, committed to making Colom-
bians more secure, and committed to
providing people with economic well-
being in the country.

Now, do bad things happen still? Yes.
There are still too many homicides and
there are still too many kidnappings.
Sadly, we know our own troops have
sometimes strayed and done things
wrong. We know in our own cities that
police departments sometimes stray
and do things that are not right. But
things are getting better in Colombia.
There is more security in Colombia.
There are fewer homicides. There are
fewer kidnappings. The presence of the
government in municipalities, of police
in municipalities has increased. Roads
are open and commerce is moving
again in the country.

What a time to send a signal to them
that we are going to cut them; that we
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are going to say you are not successful.
What we have done in this bill is to re-
structure the accounts so that much of
the aid now flows through traditional
accounts of the Economic Support
Fund, the Development Assistance, the
INCLE funds, and those kinds of ac-
counts. And we are saying to Colombia,
you are a strategic partner. We believe
that you are succeeding and we are
going to put the aid, as we do with
other countries, in these kinds of cat-
egories.

But this is not the time to be cutting
the funding for drug interdiction. And I
hope this body will reject this amend-
ment very soundly.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, we
are very much committed to Colombia
and committed to success, but the fact
of the matter is that after $4.7 billion
there is even more coca in Colombia
today than there was in Plan Colom-
bia’s first year. We want success. We
want to achieve results. We just don’t
want to go along because we don’t
want to admit that maybe we can im-
prove this policy.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2% minutes to
the distinguished ranking Democrat on
the House Committee on Armed Serv-
ices (Mr. SKELTON).

Mr. SKELTON. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. I might point out,
Mr. Chairman, that I take a back seat
to no one regarding fighting the
scourge of illegal drugs. And being a
former prosecuting attorney, I know
full well the scourge of that problem.

However, Mr. Chairman, the Amer-
ican taxpayers have spent over $4.7 bil-
lion on the Andean Counterdrug Initia-
tive since the year 2000. Despite that
commitment, the production in that
country is higher now than ever. We
need to ensure we are spending money
wisely. We must ensure we are address-
ing the root causes of the drug problem
in Colombia.

Let me point out that the committee
provides $545 million for this program
and we are diverting, by way of this
amendment, a very good amendment,
only $30 million, which, by the way, if
you subtract carefully, still leaves
more than the President recommended
for this program.

I am glad that we have been able to
support President Uribe and the Co-
lombian military against guerrilla
groups, but I still question the sta-
bility of our military efforts in that
country. And I think we are also work-
ing our special operation forces very,
very hard during this time of war else-
where.

It has been a long time since the
House Armed Services Committee has
seriously focused any attention on the
security changes in Latin America. We
ought to take our congressional over-
sight role seriously. We should hold
hearings, give full consideration to
American policy in this critical part of
the world. If we are not careful, the
gathering storm in Latin America
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could come back to bite us in years to
come.

This amendment, which I support,
sends a clear message to Colombian
and other Andean countries that while
the American people will support their
governments to a point, the financial
assistance is not unlimited and should
not go unchecked. Colombia must de-
crease coca production and better ac-
count for human rights concerns.

This amendment transfers $30 million
out of the Andean Counterdrug Initia-
tive account to humanitarian assist-
ance in the Sudan and in Darfur, which
is highly needed and necessary, in my
opinion, and it still leaves more money
than what the President recommended
for this antidrug program in the Ande-
an area.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, what is
the time remaining on both sides?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Arizona has 18% minutes remain-
ing, the gentleman from Massachusetts
has 16 minutes remaining.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS).

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Chairman, I rise in opposition to any
attempts to cut funding for the Andean
Counterdrug Initiative. President
Uribe’s reelection to a historic second
term reaffirms the Colombian people’s
commitment to his program of demo-
cratic security and the war on drugs.
His popularity among Colombians il-
lustrates how important the struggle
against narcoterrorism is and it helps
measure success over the last few
years.

Under Uribe’s leadership, Colombians
finally have the courage to fight back
against the FARC and the drug traf-
fickers. And as the rest of the con-
tinent is moving away from the United
States, Colombia remains our staunch-
est ally in South America. We need to
reaffirm, not dismantle, our commit-
ment to this program, to the people of
Colombia, and to American citizens
who want illegal drugs off their streets.

I have led several congressional dele-
gations to Colombia during my time as
chairman of the Government Reform
Committee, and I can say firsthand
that our significant investment is pay-
ing dividends. Together, with the
strong commitments of the Uribe ad-
ministration and historic levels of sup-
port from the Colombian people, U.S.
involvement in Colombia is beginning
to hit narcoterrorism where it hurts.

Mr. Chairman, how can we cut fund-
ing when we are seeing tremendous re-
sults in illegal crop eradication and
record reductions in coca productions
and the destruction of drug labs? Coca
eradication through spraying have
gone from 47,000 hectares the first year
of Plan Colombia to 138,000 last year.
As a result of ACI funding, we are see-
ing unprecedented levels of drug inter-
dictions. Drug flow to the U.S. has
dropped by 7 percent, making Amer-
ican streets safer for our youth.
Progress like this would not be possible
under the amendment.
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The Colombian Government is rees-
tablishing state presence in areas of
the country that for decades have
lacked it. All 1,098 Colombian munici-
palities now have a permanent pres-
ence thanks to President Uribe’s fear-
less efforts. Criminals who have re-
mained at bay for years are being cap-
tured and extradited to the U.S. for
prosecution. Colombia has extradited
over 300 Colombian citizens to the U.S.
since August of 2002, mostly on nar-
cotics-related charges. How can we jus-
tify pulling the plug on the ACI fund-
ing when we are seeing record numbers
of extraditions to the U.S. of FARC and
drug cartel members?

Over 30,000 paramilitaries have now
been demobilized since President Uribe
took office. Thousands of weapons and
rounds of ammunition have been sur-
rendered. The demobilization and re-
incorporation of illegal armed groups
is part of a peace process that is pro-
viding stability to the entire Andean
region. Colombians are finally begin-
ning to feel safe and secure in their
own country. Kidnappings are down by
51 percent and the murder rate has
dropped to 13 percent.

Mr. Chairman, Plan Colombia is
working. I have seen firsthand the dev-
astation that drug production and traf-
ficking has on Colombia. To those who
question our investment, I would ask
them to visit, as I have, Colombian sol-
diers who have lost their limbs or eye-
sight or sustained permanent disability
in their battle to return peace to their
nation and to keep drugs off American
streets.

I would also ask them to visit Barrio
Nelson Mandela, a USAID-sponsored fa-
cility for internally displaced people
who have been forced from their homes
by drug traffickers and guerrillas. This
facility showed me how work on behalf
of Colombia’s millions of internally
displaced people is offering suffering
men, women, and children a second
chance at a violence-free and produc-
tive life.

On a trip to Colombia last year, I ac-
companied the Colombian National Po-
lice to a manual eradication site in the
Andean mountains and helped them
pull the coca crop from the moun-
tainous terrain that helicopters can’t
reach. These are dedicated people who
literally risk their lives to destroy the
drug trade and rid their country of
drugs and violence.

My travels to Colombia have shown
me just how critical U.S. assistance is
to their government. With such prom-
ising results over the last 5 years, we
have to sustain this momentum, not
wipe it out. Of course obstacles remain.
The progress is slower than we would
like it to be. But now is not the time to
turn our backs on this battle that is so
intrinsically tied to the war on ter-
rorism and the scourge of illegal drug
use.

The Uribe administration, reelected
with 62 percent of the vote last week,
needs U.S. assistance to improve mo-
bility, intelligence, and training. Make
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no mistake, Colombia today is doing
its share. Spending on security forces
has increased under President Uribe
and continues in his second term. We
simply cannot afford for President
Uribe to fail in this heroic effort to rid
his country of the narcoterrorist
threat, nor would Colombians under-
stand such a step if this amendment
prevails. Full funding of the Andean
Counterdrug Initiative for FY 2007 is
critical to sustaining our success in Co-
lombia.

It is simple, Mr. Chairman. Now is
not the time to turn our backs on the
progress we are making against
narcoterrorism in Colombia. We can’t
win this war on drugs and drug-sup-
ported terrorism without the proper
tools and resources. And the message
this sends to our allies would be dev-
astating.

I ask my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’ on
the McGovern amendment.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
think it is important to put this debate
in perspective. Nobody is talking about
the dismantling our support for Colom-
bia. Nobody is talking about with-
drawing all of our support to Colombia.
What we are talking about is sending
the appropriate message at this appro-
priate time.

I will agree with the gentleman that
fumigation has never been higher. But
the problem is that there is even more
coca in Colombia today than there was
in Plan Colombia’s first year. So
maybe we need to rethink our strategy.
Maybe it is not working. I think any
reasonable person who looks at the sta-
tistics, provided by our own govern-
ment, would come to that conclusion.

I will agree with the gentleman that
President Uribe deserves credit for low-
ering the number of kidnappings in Co-
lombia. But I am not prepared to give
him a pat on the back in the face of
what just happened, where U.S.-funded
Colombian military soldiers went out
and killed in cold blood antinarcotic
policemen who are dedicated to com-
bating drugs in Colombia.

What kind of message are we sending
when we respond to that by doing noth-
ing, by saying you have to continue to
get everything that you expect? The
United States Senate understands what
is at stake. They froze $30 million in
military aid in response to that. We
need to send a signal too: we are not a
cheap date. We want to support you,
but we want there to be accountability.
We want an end to the violence. We
want the military not to be above the
law.

Having said that, Mr. Chairman, I
yield at this time 2% minutes to the

gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).
Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, let me

thank the gentleman for yielding and
also just thank you for your strong ad-
vocacy for human rights, global refu-
gees on so many fronts.

I am pleased to be a cosponsor of this
effort. This amendment simply pro-
vides an additional $30 million to the
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Emergency Refugee and Migration As-
sistance Account, and it still includes,
and I have to reiterate, it still includes
$515 million for Colombia, and it is still
$9 million more than the President’s
2007 request for Colombia.

To my colleague Mr. MICA and his
comments with regard to liberals, and
I do not know if you said you were
tired of liberals or fed up with liberals,
but let me just say to you that if help-
ing our country respond quickly and
flexibly to humanitarian disasters, if
rethinking a policy and making sure
that we are trying to really reduce the
kidnappings and violence in Colombia,
if that is what we are trying to do,
then I am very proud, I am very proud
to be a liberal.

In recent years, ERMA was used to
help drought-ridden Somalis and pro-
vide refugee aid to Burundi and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. In
Sudan, where more than 3.4 million
people are displaced, urgent needs are
there for ERMA funding. The funding
need is very clear.

After Sudan, Colombia has the larg-
est number of internally displaced per-
sons. Estimates range from 2 to 3.6 mil-
lion individuals. Less than a third of
Colombia’s IDPs receive emergency as-
sistance, and many, many have to wait
months to receive that emergency aid.
And let me tell you, of those tradition-
ally marginalized Afro Colombians and
indigenous communities, these individ-
uals, these communities have been dis-
proportionately affected.

In Burundi, 2.2 million people, includ-
ing refugees and returnees, need imme-
diate aid to cope with malnourishment
and disease. In Northern Uganda, there
are more than 1.8 million internally
displaced persons desperately in need
of assistance.
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These statistics just really touch the
surface of an expanding global refugee
crisis.

Due to the critical need, the account
reached its lowest point in a decade.
We can and we must do more to help
global victims of violence cope with
the loss of everything that they know
and love. Even if the additional $30 mil-
lion that this amendment provides
only allows ERMA to ensure food deliv-
eries to helpless refugees, countless
lives will be saved. Innumerable people
will feel the goodwill and support of
the United States.

This is about helping persons who
have been stripped of family, friends,
homes, and their basic protections.
Today we need to stand by the victims
of violence by supporting this amend-
ment.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3
minutes to the very distinguished gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) who
has certainly been at the forefront of
this issue.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, I want to thank the gentleman
for yielding.
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I cannot understand why anybody
would want to start cutting funding to
Colombia for the war against terror. It
would be a terrible mistake to do that
right now. President Uribe was just re-
elected. He is doing everything possible
to stop the drug cartels from sending
drugs to the United States and other
parts of the world. After just being re-
elected and meeting with many of us in
Costa Rica a few weeks ago, for us to
start cutting funding when they need
more resources to fight the war against
drugs is absolutely insane, in my opin-
ion.

The Speaker of the House is very
aware of this issue. He just worked
with me to get three additional plat-
form aircraft to police the drugs com-
ing through the Caribbean. If we didn’t
have those resources, the drug cartels
would have a free rein to go through
the Caribbean. We need additional heli-
copters and there is additional money
in there for that. And for us to start
cutting that right now would give the
drug cartels all kinds of reasons to in-
vest more money to start expanding
the drug operation down there.

In addition, let me say that we have
talked about these 11 policemen who
were murdered by the Colombian mili-
tary. I am confident, and I have talked
to President Uribe about this, they are
going to investigate this thoroughly.
And if there are military personnel
that actually did the killing, and we
believe that is the case, they will be
brought to justice. And no money, none
of this money is going to go to any
military unit that is involved in any
activity like this.

So the bottom line is it is extremely
important if we believe in Kkeeping
drugs off the streets of America that
this fight continue. And to start cut-
ting back dramatically and sending
this money someplace else because of
budgetary constraints is the wrong
thing to do.

Visitors from across this country will
tell you the number one issue facing
this country is the drug problem, and
the drugs which are killing our kids
and ruining their lives.

This is a very important issue, and it
must not take a back seat to any other
issue. We must make sure that the re-
sources to continue the war against
drugs are given to the people that need
it. Colombia is in the forefront, and
President Uribe has done an out-
standing job, and he needs all of the
help he can get and we need to give it
to him.

| rise in very strong opposition to the pro-
posed cut in narco-terrorism fighting assist-
ance to our good friend and ally Colombia, es-
pecially so, at this critical point in the global
war on terror.

While the amendment’s author wants to talk
about more and more coca, he doesn’t want
to talk about the more than a half dozen heli-
copters the Committee has wisely provided
the new means for the world renowned Co-
lombian National Police (CNP) anti-drug unit
to use to take on the increased coca we have
now discovered. The committee also wisely
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freed up at least 10 more helicopters to be
used by the Colombian Army for drug interdic-
tion and additional eradication to take on the
new coca challenge as well. That is a total of
16 more helicopters for the drug fight.

We found the coca in more remote areas of
Colombia where the narco-terrorists flee our
joint aerial eradication. This new helicopter al-
location will permit us to go after that new
crop. They may well soon run out of places to
hide if we do our job right. We cannot cut and
run now.

In addition, | note also little reference by the
gentleman from Massachusetts to opium and
heroin and the progress and lives saved from
our eradication and other efforts against that
even more deadly and addictive drug (14 per-
cent more addictive) from nearby Colombia.
Until we went after the heroin at the source in
Colombia, South American heroin was spread-
ing rapidly across America from New York,
Baltimore, Boston and other areas on the East
Coast, on into places like Chicago in the Mid-
west, and further west.

There was a major breakup in December
2005 of a Colombian heroin ring in the Bos-
ton, Lawrence, Lynn, and Everett Massachu-
setts area by our DEA and local police with
the cooperation of the Colombian National Po-
lice (CNP), who benefit from Plan Colombia
aid. We cannot and ought not end those law
enforcement efforts as well in places like the
Boston area.

Prices have risen by 30 percent and purity
has fallen 22 percent from 2003 to 2004 in the
once deadly heroin from Colombia according
to ONDCP data released this past November.

Young lives have been saved and many
overdoses avoided here because of our eradi-
cation and other Plan Colombia efforts against
South American heroin.

Unlike cocaine, which you can interdict in
the multiton loads, heroin comes in concealed,
one deadly kilo at a time in shoes, cloths, or
baggage, and is nearly impossible to interdict
after it leaves Colombia. Either spray it, or you
will find it on the streets and communities of
America taking lives and creating havoc. We
have done this with South American heroin.
The critics are silent on that part of Plan Co-
lombia and the success we have witnessed.

“Just say no” to this ill-advised and unpro-
ductive cut in aid for Colombia, a key strategic
partner in the global war on terrorism in our
own backyard and around the globe, including
in Afghanistan where the Colombian National
Police will soon be helping train the Afghan
anti-drug units.

We owe them, and our kids as well, a Stay-
the-Course Approach. Vote “no.”

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Facts are stubborn things, and
maybe I haven’t been clear in this de-
bate, but when the opposition here
talks about we are cutting aid to Co-
lombia, that is not true.

The bottom line is we are providing
Colombia everything that the Presi-
dent of the United States has re-
quested, plus $9 million more. That is
not cutting Colombia. That is not
walking away from the drug war.

What we are frustrated with is the
billions that we are spending are not
accomplishing the goals we were prom-
ised. We are concerned there could con-
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tinue to be gross human rights viola-
tions by the Colombian military. We
want to send a signal and strengthen
President Uribe’s hands in helping to
bring those military men to justice
who committed those terrible murders
against those police officers. We also
want to call attention to the fact that
all of this money that we have been
sending down there has done nothing
to reduce the amount of coca cultiva-
tion and growth in that country.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN), the co-chair of the Ref-
ugee Caucus.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Chairman, not only as the co-chair of
the Refugee Caucus, but as a member
of the Immigration Border Security
and Claims Subcommittee, which has
oversight over U.S. refugee programs, I
am a strong supporter and, indeed, co-
sponsor of this amendment.

Members have said they would like
to give a message to Colombia. Well, I
would like to send a message to the ref-
ugees who are sitting in camps in
Darfur who have been notified that
their pathetic rations have been cut in
half to the point where they do not
have enough food to actually survive. I
would like to focus in on where the
funds are going.

The ERMA account is authorized, has
a permanent level of authorization of
$100 million. So this amendment, which
would put ERMA at $60 million, would
only bring ERMA to 60 percent of the
authorized level. It is worth noting
that we are at $24 million today in the
ERMA account. That is the lowest
level at this point in the fiscal year
over a decade, and because a drawdown
is in the works, our refugee program is
going to start the new fiscal year with
close to zero funds.

It has been noted by others that the
funds to Colombia are not being
slashed, they are being authorized at
above what the President has re-
quested. But we need to take a look at
what not funding refugee programs
does not only for the people who are
suffering, but for stability in the world.

We know if refugee situations com-
pletely get out of control, that we cre-
ate little pockets of instability around
the world that can then form areas
where al Qaeda can move in and orga-
nize terrorist training camps. So to
form an argument that somehow fund-
ing our moral obligation to the refu-
gees of the world is also adverse to our
security interests is a false analysis.

I was struck about 2 years ago when
the Darfur crisis really hit the public
consciousness. We had an ad hoc meet-
ing, and it was liberals and conserv-
atives. And I thought this is a unique
situation where Members of this body
who ordinarily do not agree on any-
thing have come together out of a
sense of moral obligation to refugees
around the world. I would hope that
that morality that led us to stand to-
gether facing the Darfur situation will
join us once again when this vote
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comes up, to take a stand for morality
and to help those who are helpless
around the world who are refugees that
we, as moral people, owe a debt to.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to respond to one thing
that the gentlewoman said before I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Arkansas. I just want to respond to
what she said about the Migration and
Refugee account and Darfur. She made
a reference to the fact that food ra-
tions in Darfur might be cut in half.
We have provided in the fiscal year
2006, the current year’s bill, we have
$320 million for Darfur for food pro-
grams. When the United Nations said
they might still have to cut the rations
in half, the President, out of Public
Law 480, pledged another $200 million.
That is $5620 million that the United
States has pledged for food in Darfur.
You know what the next largest coun-
try is? Libya at $4 million.

So I hardly think the United States
has been delinquent in the amount of
money that we have provided in
Darfur.

Meanwhile, we have problems in our
own hemisphere and we have problems
on our own streets. We have problems
in our schools and in our families with
drugs that run rampant in our society.
We do have an obligation to ourselves
to try to prevent that from happening.
We have a partner in Colombia that is
attempting to do that.

This amendment is a signal to that
partner that we do not believe his
country should be a partner in our at-
tack on drugs in this country. This
would be the wrong thing for us to do
at this time.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BOOZMAN).

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Chairman, I am a
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations Subcommittee on
Africa and Global Human Rights, and I
have great sympathy for what you are
trying to accomplish in the sense that
I think the Emergency Refugee Migra-
tion Assistance fund does a great job.

On the other hand, as a member of
the Speaker’s drug task force, and very
active in the war against drugs, this is
not the vehicle to do this in. I have had
an opportunity to go to Colombia and
see the progress that is being made. I
very strongly oppose the McGovern
amendment. I have had an opportunity
to visit with the police and the armed
services in Colombia, and they are
doing a good job and tremendous
progress is being made.

We had an opportunity to go out on a
mock drug expedition where we went
out in the cigar boats and saw first-
hand how they go after the drug traf-
fickers. Probably 2 hours after we left,
they actually captured a boat that had
several hundred pounds of illegal drugs
on it. So they are doing a good job.

Again, I very strongly disagree that
the money needs to be reduced.

In regard to the Colombian police sit-
uation, as we know on May 22, 2006, 10
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members of the Colombian Judicial Po-
lice force, known as the DIJIN, were
murdered by members of the Colom-
bian army. These brave police officers
were investigating a drug trafficking
incident when they were captured and
shot execution-style by army soldiers.

Since the incident, the Uribe govern-
ment has moved quickly to launch an
aggressive independent inquiry by the
attorney general’s office in Colombia.
Because of these actions and because of
the fact that Colombians are doing the
right thing in this instance, we need to
vote ‘‘no”’ on this amendment.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I want to put in per-
spective what this amendment is try-
ing to do. As I understand the situa-
tion, this bill raises the eradication
funds in Colombia by $30 million. It
also cuts $103 million from refugees.

All Mr. MCGOVERN is trying to do is
to take that $30 million increase that
the committee has provided for eradi-
cation in Colombia and move it back
into an account that has already been
cut by almost three times as much as
the amount of money he is trying to
put back in the refugee account.

I remember when Bill Lehman from
Florida used to take this floor every
year. There was no better human being
I have ever met in this place than Bill
Lehman, and he used to routinely re-
mind us that there is no more miser-
able person in the world than a refugee.
They live in often abominable condi-
tions, and they have nowhere to turn.

We have Members in this House who
will engage in all kinds of meaningless
gestures when it comes to Darfur. They
will sign onto a letter to the President,
and they will sign onto a bill that they
know is going nowhere, and then they
will put out their press releases posing
for political holy pictures on how much
they care about refugees and how much
they care about Darfur. And yet what
they do doesn’t produce one plugged
nickel.

If you want to do something real for
those wretched creatures, you will do
what Mr. MCGOVERN is trying to do:
You will add this tiny little dollop of
money back to the refugee account.

I mean, if you want a perfect example
of money that isn’t working, it’s
money that is spent on eradication.
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I remember when we had a huge fight
under the Reagan administration about
how we were going to pull money into
eradication and interdiction. And then
I had one of the people in charge of the
program come to me silently and say,
“Don’t believe what we are saying. We
only interdict 2 percent of the drugs.”

I thought conservatives routinely
gave liberals lectures about looking at
the effectiveness of programs. Well, I
can tell you right now, we are not
being effective when you have to cut
half the food rations for refugees in
Darfur. We are not being very effective
in meeting our obligations there.
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So I would suggest if anybody thinks
we are harming the program in Colom-
bia, all we are doing is saying return
that budget request to the same level
that was requested by that well-known
liberal leftist, George W. Bush. That is
all this amendment is doing. I would
urge its adoption.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to just correct, for the record,
a couple of comments that the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin made for whom
I have the greatest respect. He talked
about a $107 million cut in these ac-
counts. Let me just make it clear what
we are really talking about. There is
an $82 million reduction in the migra-
tion refugee assistance account. That
$82 million, however, has nothing to do
with refugees abroad. That is for ad-
missions to the United States. And the
numbers, 55,000 persons that are com-
ing in, are exactly the same as last
year. So we are continuing the pro-
gram exactly as we have it.

I yield to the gentleman from Wis-
consin.

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentleman,
and he is my good friend. But the fact
is that the refugee count is being cut.

Mr. KOLBE. I am trying to explain
what it is.

Mr. OBEY. I understand you are say-
ing it is in a different pocket, but the
overall account is being cut, right?

Mr. KOLBE. It is not the money,
however, that goes to assist refugees
overseas. It is admissions.

Mr. OBEY. This House thought of it
yesterday that we wouldn’t do any-
thing about them, didn’t they? This
House denied the funds for fixing that
problem yesterday, didn’t they?

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, reclaim-
ing my time, the point that I am try-
ing to make is that it is the processing
of refugees inside of United States. We
are not talking about people who are in
camps overseas, who might not have
food, might not have sanitation. That
is not what is being cut.

The other account that is being cut
$25 million is the ERMA account. And
that is because they have a carryover
of about 15 million. The 30 million that
we have provided here brings them up
to 45 million, and that is the average of
what they have spent. It is an emer-
gency drawdown account and they have
spent that amount each year. So we
are adequately covering the migration,
the refugee and migration issues in our
bill.

I yield once more to the gentleman.

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentleman. I
would simply say the fact is, you don’t
just have to look at what this bill does
today on this amendment. You have to
look at the whole and what it did yes-
terday on the Egypt amendment, cou-
pled with what it is doing here today,
and that means we have shortchanged
those refugees.

Mr. KOLBE. And reclaiming my
time, Mr. Chairman, I would say that
yves, we are looking at it on the whole,
and I believe that on the whole we are
adequately covering these accounts.
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I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I just want to alert the Members that
there is broad support for this amend-
ment. The support ranges from the
American Refugee Committee to Am-
nesty International to the Inter-
national Crisis Group, International
Rescue Committee, the Jesuit Con-
ference, Mercy Corps, Refugees Inter-
national, the Steel Workers, the United
Methodist Church. I could go on and on
and on.

Support for this amendment ranges from—
The American Refugee Committee, Amnesty
International, The International Crisis
Group, International Rescue Committee, The
Jesuit Conference, Mercy Corps,

To—Refugees International, The
workers, The United Methodist Church.

Steel-

DEAR CONGRESSMAN MCGOVERN: We are
writing to express our strong support for
your efforts to increase funding for the
Emergency Refugee and Migration Assist-
ance (ERMA) account during floor consider-
ation of the Fiscal Year 2007 Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations bill.

The ERMA account, managed by the State
Department’s Bureau of Population, Refu-
gees, and Migration (PRM), is one of two ref-
ugee assistance accounts that help the
United States meet its national interests by
protecting and assisting refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons who have been vic-
tims of persecution and conflict. ERMA
funding supports programs that relieve ex-
plosive international tensions and set an ex-
ample for the rest of the world. In addition
to helping address unexpected refugee and
displacement crises, ERMA supports human-
itarian agencies on the front lines of both
new and longstanding crises around the
world—stretching from Iraq and Sudan to
Colombia and Haiti. Recent ERMA
drawdowns have responded to the Pakistan
earthquake; refugee repatriation in Burundi
and the Democratic Republic of Congo; the
humanitarian crises in Somalia; and break-
downs in the food pipeline for refugees in Af-
rica and elsewhere.

The ERMA balance currently stands at $24
million—the lowest level in a decade. PRM
generally draws down between $60 million
and $70 million in ERMA funding annually
and requires a beginning-year balance of be-
tween $70 million and $100 million to have
the flexibility needed to respond quickly to
emergencies.

It is therefore difficult for us to under-
stand the severe cuts in the ERMA, as well
as other humanitarian accounts, being rec-
ommended by the House Appropriations
Committee. The Committee’s reduction of
ERMA funding—to a level of 28 percent
below the President’s FY 07 request—comes
at a time when PRM is struggling to cope
with serious budgetary constraints. These
cuts, which also have impacted the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance (MRA) account,
threaten the life-saving assistance provided
to persons caught in the tragic violence of
Sudan, Colombia, and other conflict-affected
areas.

We urge the House of Representatives to
restore funding for these critical humani-
tarian programs and strongly support your
efforts on the House floor to address the cuts
in the ERMA account.

Sincerely,

Air Serv International.

American Jewish World Service.

American Refugee Committee.

Catholic Relief Services.

Episcopal Migration Ministries.
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Ethiopian Community Development Coun-
cil.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.

International Catholic Migration Commis-
sion.

International Rescue Committee.

Jesuit Refugee Service/USA.

Kurdish Human Rights Watch. Inc.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Serv-
1ce.

Mercy Corps.

National Peace Corps Association.

Oxfam America.

Refugees International.

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center.

U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immi-
grants.

Women’s Commission for Refugee Women
and Children.

World Relief.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2% minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Chairman, at issue
in this case are Colombia priorities,
but in a different sense than is usually
assumed. The priority debate today is
not about whether stemming the drug
trade is appropriate, but the method-
ology of going about it.

Quasi-military approaches fit war
scenarios. Civil war is more problem-
atic; criminal activities even more so.
My concern is that when America be-
comes intertwined in internal con-
flicts, we change the nature of the on-
going struggle, as well as the motiva-
tion of various combatants. We become
implicitly accountable for a panoply of
policies of any side we back and, ac-
cordingly, answerable to the people for
that side’s allegiance or lack thereof to
social fairness and sometimes the rule
of law itself.

In this context, wouldn’t it be better
to limit our military involvement in
this struggling, divided country and
focus efforts on replenishing the Emer-
gency Refugee and Migration Assist-
ance program? This assistance program
allows the President to respond quick-
ly to urgent, often unexpected, crises
throughout the world. For instance, it
is this program that the President
tapped last year to provide assistance
to the victims of the Pakistani earth-
quake.

Mr. Chairman, I support this amend-
ment and I respect very much the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) for enlightened leadership
on a whole host of issues. But I don’t
support the amendment out of a con-
viction it is an answer to a real di-
lemma between both the Colombian
and American people, but out of a be-
lief that a military emphasis of this
kind carries many counterproductive
consequences.

There is no track record that this
program has been particularly helpful,
and some indications that the results
have been disadvantageous to the
United States. So I would argue that
there are better uses for these very
scarce resources.

And I would suggest again that when
we think about realism in world af-
fairs, the test is effectiveness. Here the
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effectiveness that the United States
has exhibited in compassion for refu-
gees is far more apparent than the
tests that might be applied to this par-
ticular program based on any past
record.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, I am
the last remaining speaker on my side.
I don’t know whether you have any
other speakers.

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, if you
will close on your side and yield back,
I will close on our side.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Chairman, let
me just kind of go over a few things
here. First of all, on the issue that
somehow we are withdrawing from our
support for Colombia, let me remind
my colleagues that the President of the
United States asked for $506.2 million.
The committee provided $545.2 million.
My amendment would reduce that to
$515.2 million, or $9 million above the
President’s request for Colombia. So
we are not doing anything here to walk
away from Colombia.

Secondly, on the issue of human
rights, the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights reported
this year that more grave violations of
human rights were committed directly
by Colombia’s military forces than in
the past. The ICRC has recorded a 13.6
percent increase in disappearances.
The number of people forced from their
homes by violence increased by 8 per-
cent over the past year.

I introduced into the RECORD earlier,
and I will remind my colleagues about
an article that appeared in the Finan-
cial Times. The headlines, Colombia,
The Most Dangerous Place For Trade
Unionists. And I also inserted into the
RECORD, and I will remind my col-
leagues about this article that ap-
peared in a number of newspapers that
the Colombian military units assas-
sinated TU.S. trained antinarcotics
teams at the bidding of the drug mafia.
So in some areas, there is improve-
ment, but Colombia is still near the
top of any human rights watch list.

Let me, again, make one other point
that I have made repeatedly here. We
have invested $4.7 million in Colombia.
We were promised that coca cultiva-
tion would be cut by 50 percent by the
proponents of this. The bottom line is,
according to this chart, that has not
happened. In fact, coca cultivation has
actually increased in Colombia.

I agree with my friend from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) when he says the
conservatives are supposed to, they
don’t want to eliminate waste and de-
mand more efficiency in government.
Well, by any measure, this has not
been an efficient use of taxpayer dol-
lars.

So, Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, let
me just say that we have heard the ar-
guments on the other side. Massive in-
creases in fumigation, overwhelming
support for President Uribe,
kidnappings down, cities and highways
safer. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is all
true. But massive increases in fumiga-
tion have not led to any reduction in
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coca cultivation. Overwhelming pop-
ular support for President Uribe has
not resulted in even a dent in the im-
punity enjoyed by military officers
tied to drug lords, mafia Kkings,
paramilitaries and who carry out vio-
lent human rights crimes and other
criminal acts. Kidnappings are down,
but assassinations, disappearances and
death threats against labor, religious
indigenous Afro-Colombian and other
community leaders is skyrocketing ac-
cording to the United Nations High
Commissioner on Human Rights, the
International Committee of the Red
Cross and every other reputable human
rights organization in the world. And if
cities and highways are safer, the rural
country side is as dangerous, violent,
bloody and as perilous as ever.

We can do something good with this
amendment. We can do something
right. We can pro