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private sector, and does not require
such a massive investment from the
Federal Government.

This bill should not be read to imply
that the work of the ARMD is not im-
portant. To the contrary, aeronautics
research is perhaps some of the most
directly relevant work to many Ameri-
cans that NASA is involved in. This
bill simply follows up on the Presi-
dent’s call for the ARMD to focus its
research efforts in the areas that are
most appropriate. By refocusing on
long-term fundamental aeronautics re-
search, safety research, and ways to
address the needs of the future air
transportation system, ARMD should
be able to operate effectively and effi-
ciently under this spending cap.

One of the main reasons I first ran
for the U.S. Senate was to restore fis-
cal responsibility to the Federal budg-
et. I have continued to work to elimi-
nate wasteful spending and to reduce
the soaring budget deficit, which is
now estimated at $300 billion this year.
Unless we return to fiscally responsible
budgeting, Congress will saddle our Na-
tion’s younger generations with an
enormous financial burden for years to
come. This bill is one small step in
that direction.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 3933. A bill to extend the general-
ized system of preferences; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce legislation that will
reauthorize a vital trade and develop-
ment program—the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP). This is a pro-
gram I have worked to reauthorize in
the past, and I think it is a vital pro-
gram for both developing countries and
the American economy. As someone
who frequently works to assist those
who face the direst of circumstances in
the poor countries of Sub-Saharan Af-
rica, I feel that we must reauthorize
this program as a key component of
our efforts there.

The GSP program is an effort of the
United States and 19 other industri-
alized countries to aid developing
countries through increased market ac-
cess, which in turn fosters industrial
development and enhanced opportuni-
ties for prosperity in some of the least-
advantaged countries in the world.
This program allows a specified list of
developing countries, from the Asian
Continent to Sub-Saharan Africa to
Latin America, to export certain prod-
ucts duty-free to the U.S. market. A
beneficiary country’s GSP treatment is
contingent upon that country’s com-
mitment to securing intellectual prop-
erty rights and to protecting the rights
of workers. In this way, the GSP pro-
gram promotes the development of
sound practices and institutions in
those countries with which we are en-
gaged in trade and thus fulfills some
important objectives of U.S. trade pol-
icy. In sum, the GSP program pro-
motes self-sustaining production devel-
opment in developing countries—not
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dependence on foreign aid—and also en-
courages respect for human dignity and
property.

While originally developed as a trade
program to aid developing countries,
GSP over the past 32 years has become
an important component of the U.S.
economy. American consumers enjoy
lower prices on diverse products from
oil to flashlights to broomhandles to
cheese. Furthermore, numerous Amer-
ican small businesses retain their com-
petitive advantage from the duty-free
treatment of essential inputs, such as
electrical equipment and automotive
parts. American small businesses need
every cost-cutting edge available to
them in order to continue to create
jobs and value. I first took an interest
in the reauthorization of this program
when a small business in Oklahoma
that used GSP-covered drilling compo-
nents to support domestic energy en-
hancement contacted my office and ex-
plained how failure to reauthorize GSP
would seriously affect his business.
After which, upon understanding how
much this program also assists those in
developing countries, its reauthoriza-
tion became a priority for me. Very
clearly, although designed to make
other less-advantaged countries more
competitive, GSP has contributed to
our continued competitiveness here in
the United States.

Workers, consumers, and businesses
in nearly 120 countries including our
own will benefit from the continuation
of this program, which affects the price
of over 5,600 finished and unfinished
goods. Therefore, I ask that you join
me in reauthorizing the Generalized
System of Preferences.

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 3934. A bill to terminate authoriza-
tion for the project for navigation,
Rockport Harbor, Maine; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I am in-
troducing a bill today for the Town of
Rockport that would deauthorize a
part of the Federal Navigation Channel
in Rockport Harbor. The town, located
on the active Mid-Coast of Maine, re-
quested shortly after the Senate passed
the Water Resources Development Act
of 2006 that Congress decommission a
35-foot by 275-foot area directly adja-
cent to the bulkhead at Marine Park.
With this deauthorization, the Town
will be able to install permanent pil-
ings to secure a set of new municipal
floats, which would replace the current
temporary float system.

It is my hope that this non-con-
troversial provision will be included in
the Water Resources Development Act
of 2006 conference report rather than
have the Town of Rockport have to
wait possibly for years before another
WRDA Dbill is considered. I urge my
Senate conferees for the WRDA con-
ference to include this language that
was drafted by the New England Corps
of Engineers who have no objection to
the deauthorization.

September 25, 2006
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 582—URGING
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES TO OBSERVE GLOBAL
FAMILY DAY AND ONE DAY OF
PEACE AND SHARING

Mr. REID (for Mr. INOUYE) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 582

Whereas in 2005, the people of the world
suffered many calamitous events, including
devastation from tsunamis, terror attacks,
wars, famines, genocides, hurricanes, earth-
quakes, political and religious conflicts, dis-
eases, poverty, and rioting, all necessitating
global cooperation, compassion, and unity
previously unprecedented among diverse cul-
tures, faiths, and economic classes;

Whereas grave global challenges in 2006
may require cooperation and innovative
problem-solving among citizens and nations
on an even greater scale;

Whereas, on December 15, 2000, Congress
adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution 138,
expressing the sense of Congress that the
President of the United States should issue a
proclamation each year calling upon the peo-
ple of the United States and interested orga-
nizations to observe an international day of
peace and sharing at the beginning of each
year;

Whereas, in 2001, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly adopted Resolution 56/2, which
invited ‘“Member States, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and all
the peoples of the world to celebrate One
Day in Peace, 1 January 2002, and every year
thereafter’’;

Whereas many foreign heads of State have
recognized the importance of establishing
Global Family Day, a special day of inter-
national unity, peace, and sharing, on the
first day of each year; and

Whereas family is the basic structure of
humanity, thus, we must all look to the sta-
bility and love within our individual families
to create stability in the global community:
Now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate urgently re-
quests—

(1) the people of the United States to ob-
serve Global Family Day and One Day of
Peace and Sharing with appropriate activi-
ties stressing the need—

(A) to eradicate violence, hunger, poverty,
and suffering; and

(B) to establish greater trust and fellow-
ship among peace-loving countries and fami-
lies everywhere; and

(2) that American businesses, labor organi-
zations, and faith and civic leaders are urged
to join in promoting appropriate activities
for Americans and in extending appropriate
greetings from the families of America to
families in the rest of the world.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 583—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2006 AS
“NATIONAL YOUTH COURT
MONTH”

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. DOMENICI, and Mr.
CHAMBLISS) submitted the following
resolution, which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 583

Whereas a strong country begins with
strong communities in which all citizens
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