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PAYING TRIBUTE TO INSURE ME

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take this time to recognize the achievement
of a financial and insurance company in my
district. InsureMe of Englewood, Colorado was
recognized as one of the “Best Small & Me-
dium Companies to Work for in America” by
the Society for Human Resource Manage-
ment.

This award was given to InsureMe for their
open communication between senior man-
agers and company employees, generous sal-
aries and benefits, and their dedication to high
profits and low turnover. | would also like to
add that the employees of InsureMe volunteer
monthly to serve dinner to the homeless and
some have even traveled to Ghana to build an
orphanage. InsureMe’s commitment to their
community and successful business is clear.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
honor InsureMe of Englewood and their
achievements here today, and wish them the
best in the future.

———————

HONORING DOCTOR PATRICK
MAXWELL

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me today to honor Dr. Pat-
rick Maxwell for his service to others.

In 2005, Dr. Maxwell received the American
Society of Plastic Surgeons’ Presidential
Award for excellence in his field. While Dr.
Maxwell is regarded as one of the premier
surgeons in his field, he’s also known for his
charity.

Patrick is co-founder of the Tennessee-Ken-
tucky chapter of Operation Smile, past presi-
dent of the Nashville Chapter of the American
Cancer Society, Founding Member of the
Aspen Center for Integrative Medicine, and he
actively supports his alma mater, Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine.

We appreciate Dr. Maxwell’s dedication to
giving back to our community and | hope you’ll
join me in thanking him today.

———

TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR MESFIN
WOLDE MARIAM

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, in August 2006, |
visited Professor Mesfin Wolde Mariam in

Kaliti prison in Ethiopia. Though it was sad-
dening to see him in that kind of situation, |
was nevertheless thrilled to have had the op-
portunity to pay my respect to a man | have
known for over a decade. Professor Mesfin is
one of the most dedicated and true champions
of human rights. He chose to dedicate his life
to studying famine and food security, writing
about and promoting human rights and bring-
ing to light issues often ignored and forgotten
by many.

| first met Mesfin in the early 1990s, shortly
after he founded the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council, EHRCO, the most effective human
rights organization in Ethiopia. | was with sev-
eral Members of Congress on an official visit
to Ethiopia. We decided to go to EHRCO’s of-
fice and hold our meeting with Professor
Mesfin in order to show our support for
EHRCO and to underscore the significance of
their valuable work. It was a memorable meet-
ing and the opportunity to learn of their monu-
mental undertaking was very valuable.

Unfortunately, this is not the first time
Mesfin is in prison. He has paid dearly over
the decades for standing up for what he be-
lieves in and for exposing systematic abuses
and sometimes neglect as the case may be
over a period of several decades. What is
amazing about this incredible human being is
his sharpness and focus even in prison. This
is a dedicated human being who chose to stay
in his native Ethiopia to stand up for, and edu-
cate the helpless and the neglected, even
though he had plenty of opportunity and offers
to live comfortably elsewhere.

In April 2006, his three children wrote about
their father stating: “Many months have
passed since Mesfin Wolde Mariam, the father
of all three of us, and grandfather of Semra,
Kristos, Kokeb, Tinsaé and Oscar has been
incarcerated. We miss him terribly and would
love to see him home. No less important is
our utmost respect, concern and commitment
for the principles he has so staunchly pro-
moted for longer than anyone of us has been
around.”

| was thrilled to learn that the New York
Academy of Sciences decided to recognize
Professor Mesfin for “his leadership in advo-
cating for the disadvantage and in promoting
human rights, civil society, and a peaceful
transition to democracy.” Professor Mesfin de-
serves this recognition and | thank the New
York Academy of Science for its leadership
and efforts.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE CITY
YOUTH VIOLENCE RECOVERY
ACT OF 2006

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with the distinguished gentleman

from Georgia, Mr. LEWIS, to introduce the City
Youth Violence Recovery Act. | want to thank
Congressman LEWIS for his work on this bill
and for his lifelong work to unite every com-
munity into what he calls The Beloved Com-
munity.

As the media reports daily about the loss of
life in the war in Iraq, we often ignore the war
being fought at home in city streets across this
country. After a decadelong decline of violent
crime, it is again on the rise. In Hartford, for
example, there have been 140 shooting vic-
tims since the beginning of 2006—this is an
18.6% increase over last year's city reports.
And again, just over the weekend, gun vio-
lence claimed another young life. It was the
city’s 19th homicide this year. He was 19.

The challenges facing the city of Hartford
are not unique. This violence, perpetrated both
by and against young people, has devastated
urban communities in cities both large and
small. In a disturbing trend, our city children
and teenagers are losing their lives, losing
their friends, losing their family members, and
losing their youth. They feel fear, helpless-
ness, horror and the sense that life and safety
are in danger. Tragically, many have grown
numb to the violence around them.

Since community violence is caused by
many things, there is no simple, single solu-
tion to eradicate it from our neighborhoods.
We must address employment, housing, edu-
cation, transportation, law enforcement, and
other quality of life issues. Until we address
these issues, we must do something to help
the youth in our cities overcome the long-term
emotional harm of witnessing this community
violence.

In July, | was honored to have Mr. LEWIS
come to Connecticut to talk with local leaders
and children in the Hartford community. It was
clear that the community’s young people re-
quire more than physical security to keep
them safe from harm. They need a network of
support to treat the emotional, mental and de-
velopmental harms associated with community
violence. Today, | am proud to be joined by
Congressman LEWIS and 27 of my distin-
guished colleagues to introduce the City Youth
Violence Recovery Act of 2006. This bill is a
step in the right direction in healing the youth
of Hartford and the youth in cities devastated
by violence throughout the United States. Spe-
cifically, this bill would create a Department of
Health and Human Services grant program to
provide urban communities with funding for
counseling, mental health services, post-trau-
matic stress type services, and violence pre-
vention and conflict mediation for city youth.

We can no longer remain indifferent to the
needs of our urban youth. As Members of
Congress, as Americans, and as fathers and
mothers, we cannot allow any more young
lives to be lost in this war at home. Our cities’
children deserve better; they deserve a future.
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