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to my beeper malfunction. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea.”
———

ON H.R. 5857, AND H.R. 6051, NAM-
ING POST OFFICES FOR REP-
RESENTATIVES MORRIS UDALL
AND JOHN F. SEIBERLING

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | want
to express my thanks to Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr.
TiM RYAN, for introducing these bills; to their
colleagues in the Arizona and Ohio delega-
tions, respectively, for cosponsoring them; and
to the leadership on both sides for scheduling
them for consideration by the House.

H.R. 5857 would designate a Post Office in
Tucson, AZ, as the “Morris K. ‘Mo’ Udall Post
Office Building,” while H.R. 6051 would des-
ignate a Federal building in Akron, OH, as the
“John F. Seiberling Federal Building.”

With every bill we debate and every vote |
cast, | am conscious of the many years during
which my father served here in the House of
Representatives. He was truly a “man of the
House,” and | know that to him no honor
could be greater than the bipartisan—non-par-
tisan, really—support of our colleagues for a
measure intended to recognize that service.

And | think it is very appropriate that at al-
most the same time the House will extend
similar recognition to my father's longtime
friend and colleague, former Representative
John Seiberling of Ohio. | think nobody could
be more deserving of such recognition.

My father and John Seiberling not only
served at the same time, they worked closely
together on many measures that came before
what was then the Committee on Interior and
Insular Affairs—now known as the Resources
Committee. Examples include the legislation
dealing with strip mining—the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act—finally signed
into law by President Carter after President
Ford had vetoed an earlier version, and the
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act—ANILCA—also known as the Alaska
Lands Act, which was signed into law on De-
cember 2, 1980.

President Clinton later awarded John Sei-
berling the Presidential Citizens Medal, which
is awarded in recognition of U.S. citizens who
have performed exemplary deeds of service
for our Nation.

In making the award, the President rightly
explained that “An ardent advocate for the en-
vironment, John F. Seiberling has dem-
onstrated a profound commitment to America’s
natural treasures. Championing numerous bills
during his 17 years in Congress, including the
Alaska Lands Act, John Seiberling safe-
guarded millions of acres of parks, forests,
wildlife refuges, and wilderness areas.” And,
in recognition of John Seiberling’s work as a
member of the Judiciary Committee, President
Clinton went on to say that “working in a spirit
of bipartisanship, he also promoted civil rights
and worker rights, always striving to improve
the quality of life in America.”

Truer words were never spoken of any
Member of Congress.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | want to ex-
press my strong support for the bill recog-
nizing the service of Representative Seiber-
ling, and my heartfelt thanks for the honor be-
stowed on my father and our family by the bill
to name a post office in Tucson in his mem-
ory.

——
MORE BORDER PATROL AGENTS
NOW ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 6160, the More Border Patrol
Agents Now Act of 2006.

his legislation takes an important step to-
ward making our borders more secure and our
country safer. More agents along our Nation’s
borders will lead to better enforcement of our
immigration laws. The President’s commitment
of 6,000 more Border Patrol agents in the next
2 years is a good start to enhancing border
security, but if these agents cannot be easily
hired, or if current Border Patrol agents are
lost to other employment, this enhanced secu-
rity cannot be maintained.

Personnel concerns should not be a factor
limiting the effectiveness of the Border Patrol.

H.R. 6160 addresses some of these con-
cerns. By streamlining the hiring process and
offering recruitment and retention bonuses,
H.R. 6160 takes steps to ensure that the Bor-
der Patrol will be an effective first line of de-
fense at our borders.

Numerous times, | have met with Border
Patrol agents in and around my district in
Southern California. On several occasions, the
issue of the age limit for new hires has been
brought up. Currently, the Border Patrol is
covered under law enforcement retirement
provisions, meaning new hires must be under
the age of 40, unless they presently serve or
have previously served in a position covered
by federal civilian law enforcement retirement.

This precludes retired members of our
armed forces from employment by the Border
Patrol if they are 40 years of age or older. Be-
cause of this arbitrary provision, the Border
Patrol is unable to hire extremely qualified in-
dividuals, many of whom would need little fur-
ther training to be effective Border Patrol
agents. It is my hope that Congress will ad-
dress the age limit issue so even more quali-
fied agents can be hired.

| want to thank Mr. ROGERS for his leader-
ship on this issue. | would also like to thank
Chairmen KING and DAvIS and both the Home-
land Security and Government Reform Com-
mittees for responding to the needs of the
Border Patrol Agency so it can better secure
our Nation’s borders.

———

IN HONOR OF TENANTS RIGHTS
ADVOCATE MICHAEL McKEE

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an extraordinary advocate and
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organizer, Michael McKee, who has worked
tirelessly on behalf of New York City tenants
for over three decades. Unfortunately, | was
unable to attend the reception honoring him,
so | hope to honor him now.

A veteran housing activist, Mr. McKee has
made fighting on behalf of tenants his life’s
work. His combination of committed leadership
and innovative organizing has grown the ten-
ant movement into the important force it is
today. Few activists have proven as forward-
thinking and savvy as Mr. McKee.

When the state legislature began phasing
out rent control and rent stabilization in 1971,
Michael joined with housing activists statewide
to begin a lobbying campaign on anti-tenant
legislators. The groups called not only for the
restoration of rent laws that would protect ten-
ants in New York City, but also for reforms
that would benefit tenants in parts of the state
without rent regulation.

The tenant movement became firmly
grounded in legislative action, and gave birth
in 1974 to Tenants & Neighbors, an advocacy
organization that has been at the forefront of
tenants rights since its inception. Under the
leadership of Mr. McKee, the leaders of Ten
ants & Neighbors focused on the warranty of
habitability law and the Senior Citizen Rent In-
crease Exemption. They urged passage of the
Emergency Tenant Protection Act, which re-
stored rent control and rent stabilization. Later,
they led the fight to elect tenants to public
housing boards outside of New York City, and
helped pass the Disability Rent Increase Ex-
ception. Mr. McKee soon joined other advo-
cates to create the People’s Housing Network,
a program to develop tenant leaders across
the state.

As a tenant organizer for the Metropolitan
Council on Housing and the Brooklyn Tenants
Union, Mr. McKee taught thousands of New
Yorkers how to fight for their rights in a mean-
ingful and lasting way. When Tenants &
Neighbors began a major overhaul in 1994,
membership increased 16-fold in response to
Mr. McKee’s direct mail and phonebanking
programs. This new grassroots approach
brought tenants together to pressure elected
officials and create a fundraising base.

Mr. McKee is now building on the voter edu-
cation efforts of Tenants & Neighbors by pour-
ing his energies into political organizing. All
too often, tenants lose when their needs are
weighed against the financial interests of land-
lords and property owners. Mr. McKee has
successfully encouraged tenants to take an
active part in the political process, and has
helped to make tenants rights organizations a
powerful force in pushing government officials
to address tenant issues.

Michael McKee has been not just a key
strategist in many of the battles New York City
tenants have faced over the past 30 years, but
also a graceful public face. On behalf of ten-
ants throughout the five boroughs, | commend
his work on behalf of thousands of New York-
ers, and look forward to another 30 years of
successful activism.
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