E1862

warm and compassionate personality which in-
spired those around him will be missed deeply
and his life and his accomplishments will al-
ways be remembered.

———

TRIBUTE TO ALFONSO R. DE LEON

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to join me in thanking U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services, USCIS, Harlingen
District Director Alfonso R. De Leon for his
over 40 years of Federal service and in con-
gratulating him on his upcoming retirement.

Mr. De Leon began his career in 1970,
when he joined the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service, INS, as a radio operator
with the U.S. Border Patrol in Del Rio, Texas.

In 1975, he transferred to Laredo, Texas,
where he served with INS Inspections as
Trainee, Journeyman, Training Officer, Special
Case Officer, Supervisor, Assistant Port Direc-
tor, Acting Port Director and, finally, Port Di-
rector.

In September 1988, at the height of the in-
flux of asylum-seekers brought on by political
turmoil in Central America, Mr. De Leon was
selected as the Assistant District Director for
the Harlingen, Texas, District Office. In 1991,
he was promoted to Deputy District Director.

Mr. De Leon also played a leadership role
during the establishment of the Department of
Homeland Security, DHS, and in 2003 was
named Interim District Director of USCIS. The
following year he was promoted to USCIS Dis-
trict Director, a position he holds today.

| have known Mr. De Leon since 1970. My
friend and former colleague is truly an Amer-
ican success story, having worked his way up
through the ranks of INS and DHS. He has al-
ways exemplified expertise, dedication, and
professionalism in every position he has held
throughout his career.

As a result, Mr. De Leon has earned wide-
spread respect from his colleagues and em-
ployees as well as numerous other local,
state, and federal law enforcement officials.
He has also been a leader in implementing in-
novative programs to enhance national secu-
rity, eliminate the immigration caseload back-
log, and improve customer service in the Har-
lingen District.

Most importantly, Mr. De Leon is also a de-
voted family man. He and his wife, Mary
Blanch, have three children and four grand-
children. | know that of his many accomplish-
ments, Mr. De Leon is perhaps most proud of
his fine family, and deservedly so.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in expressing the House of Represent-
atives’ appreciation for Harlingen District Di-
rector Alfonso R. De Leon’s service to our Na-
tion and in wishing him all the best in his re-
tirement.
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COMMENDING MICHIGAN STATE
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STUDENTS OF MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY AND HIS SIGNIFI-
CANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
SUCCESS OF THE COLLEGE OF
NATURAL SCIENCES
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Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. SCHWARZ of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to take this opportunity to commend
Michigan State University Dean George E.
Leroi for his service to the students of Michi-
gan State University, and his significant con-
tribution to the success of the College of Nat-
ural Sciences. George Leroi’'s long career in-
cludes service as an assistant professor of
chemistry at Princeton University and as a
professor of chemistry at Michigan State Uni-
versity. During his tenure at both of these fine
academic institutions, Dr. Leroi guided, sup-
ported, taught, befriended, and counseled nu-
merous students throughout both their aca-
demic and professional careers.

Dr. Leroi was awarded a Ford Foundation
Fellowship, a SURF Research Fellowship with
the U.S. National Bureau of Standards, and
served as a Research Collaborator with the
National ~ Synchrotron  Light Source at
Brookhaven National Laboratory. In 1996,
George Leroi was named as the Dean of the
College of Natural Sciences at Michigan State
University, and he continues to serve in that
position today. Dr. George Leroi’s significant
experience in chemistry and his personal com-
mitment to the success of the Michigan State
University College of Natural Sciences brings
great credit to himself, the State of Michigan,
and the United States of America, and we rec-
ognize him upon the date of his retirement,
October 6, 2006.

————

CELEBRATION OF THE UNVEILING
OF THE MOHANDAS GANDHI
STATUE IN THE CLEVELAND
CULTURAL GARDENS

HON. DENNIS. J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the installation of a statue of
Mohandas Gandhi in the Cleveland Cultural
Gardens. The statue stands as a beacon for
the ideals Gandhi promoted: peace, amity,
and cooperation of all people of all nations.

The unveiling event is being co-hosted by
the Cleveland Cultural Gardens Association
and the Federation of Communities of India
Communities Association. The Cleveland Cul-
tural Gardens started as a 256-acre tract of
land donated to the City of Cleveland by John
D. Rockefeller in 1896. With the theme
“Peace Through Mutual Understanding,” the
Gardens are represented by 24 nations from
all around the world. These Gardens, which
have become both a staple of Cleveland and
the entire country, have inspired people of all
backgrounds throughout its entire rich history.
President Herbert Hoover once said of the
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Gardens that, “Cleveland, by its series of cul-
tural gardens, is setting a notable example to
the nation.”

The addition of a statue of Gandhi continues
this shining example of peace and coopera-
tion. The statue stands in the India Cultural
Garden on a mixture of Indian and American
soil. In accordance with the values taught by
Gandhi, the earth, which belongs to us all, can
only be stewarded through cooperation, under-
standing, and embracing diversity.

Mohandas Gandhi, who pioneered the glob-
al civil rights struggle, has become a symbol
of the movement for peace in international pol-
itics, brotherhood amongst diverse commu-
nities, and social progress through under-
standing. Gandhi, though a Hindu by practice,
embraced diversity of all religions and expres-
sions of spirituality and urged all human
beings to stay in touch with a transcendental
bond that connects us all. His life is a testa-
ment to strengthening international peace ef-
forts through acknowledgement of each indi-
vidual's power to make a positive peaceful
change in this world.

Born in 1869 in Gujarat, India, Gandhi stud-
ied law at University College London where he
found himself at a cultural crossroads trying to
embrace English customs while still preserving
the traditions of his Indian ancestry. Gandhi
would go on to lead the civil rights struggle in
South Africa and finally the independence
movement in his native India. Though he stud-
ied, lived, and worked in many countries, Gan-
dhi became more of a global citizen, adopting
the idea that all humans on the earth share a
common thread of wanting peace, security,
self-expression, and individuality in a diverse
society. It is this sense of global citizenship
and acceptance of all people that is echoed in
the Cleveland Cultural Gardens with the instal-
lation of this new statue.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing the contributions to peace and
community of Mohandas Gandhi through this
statue in the Cleveland Cultural Gardens.

————

PETS EVACUATION AND TRANS-
PORTATION STANDARDS ACT OF
2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 20, 2006

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to be a supporter of H.R. 3858, the
Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards
Act. | was disappointed to miss the original
rollcall vote on this important bill. Had | been
present | would have voted “yes” in support of
allowing people to save their vulnerable pets
in the event of an emergency.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. It will require local governments to in-
clude in their emergency plan options to ac-
commodate people with pets or service ani-
mals. One of the most heartbreaking elements
of the Hurricane Katrina aftermath was seeing
the number of pets that were abandoned
throughout the gulf coast and the number of
people who stayed to care for their pets rather
than leave them behind. People should not be
forced to choose between their own safety
and leaving their beloved pets. There is also
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