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tools. Finally, COL Hoskin developed and
implemented new templates of standardized
methods for Directors to prepare various re-
quired decision point briefings to the Com-
mand Leadership. Through his distinctive
accomplishments, COL Hoskin culminated a
long and distinguished career in the service
of his country and reflected great credit
upon himself, the United States Army, and
the Department of Defense.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE MORRIS LAND
CONSERVANCY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Morris Land Conservancy,
located Morris County, New Jersey, a county
| am proud to represent! On October, 19,
2006, the Morris Land Conservancy will cele-
brate its 25th Anniversary with a reception to
honor twenty-five years of land preservation
within Morris County.

Incorporated on July 30, 1981, the Morris
County Parks and Conservation Foundation
was created by Russell W. Myers, the first di-
rector of the Morris County Park Commission.
A seven member Board of Trustees guided
the original organization. Today the organiza-
tion, now known as Morris Land Conservancy,
is governed by a board of twenty-five out-
standing civic and business leaders. The mis-
sion continues to be “to preserve land and
protect water resources, focusing on northern
New Jersey; to conserve open space; to in-
spire and empower individuals and commu-
nities to preserve land and the environment.”

During its history, the Conservancy has
evolved from an all-volunteer organization to a
state leader in open space preservation. Over
10,000 acres of open space land has been
preserved in northern New Jersey. Programs
developed to further the Conservancy’s mis-
sion include: the award winning Partners for
Greener Communities, which offers technical
assistance on open space planning and land
preservation to municipalities; a Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) Resource Center
that produces professional maps for use
throughout the state to target critical open
space lands for preservation; and the nation-
ally recognized Partners for Parks Program
which has organized over 5,200 volunteers
from 65 corporations and civic groups to do
one day community service projects in sev-
enty-three different parks in the past ten
years!

In the early 1990’s, the organization became
actively involved in the movement to preserve
the Highlands. The Conservancy helped orga-
nize the Farny Highlands Watershed Coalition,
a partnership of more than thirty towns and
conservation groups dedicated to preserving
the region known as “heart of the Highlands”.

The Conservancy has grown dramatically
since it was established in 1981. The original
56 members now number more than 1400, all
working to preserve important properties and
add them to the network of local, county and
state parks throughout the region.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating Morris Land Con-
servancy on its twenty-fifth Anniversary.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. CHRIS FISHER
AND DR. JAMES BASHKIN

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Chris Fisher and Dr. James
Bashkin, cofounders of Nano Vir, a Kala-
mazoo, Michigan bioscience company that re-
ceived the 2006 Tibbetts Award for innovative
work to identify and develop a potential treat-
ment to fight the virus that causes cervical
cancer known as Human Papillomavirus
(HPV). The Tibbetts Award is a prestigious na-
tional award presented annually by the Small
Business Administration to small firms, organi-
zations, and individuals judged to exemplify
the very best in small business innovation re-
search. This year, Nano Vir is among the se-
lect group of 55 firms from across the nation
who will receive the award.

The Food and Drug Administration recently
approved a vaccine for HPV that will prevent
individuals from becoming infected with the
virus. Nano Vir's product would complement
the vaccine by fighting HPV infections and
preventing cervical cancer for those who al-
ready have the virus.

The importance of this research cannot be
overstated. Nearly 20 million Americans have
incurable HPV, and cervical cancer is the sec-
ond leading killer of women by cancer world-
wide. Nano Vir is at the cutting edge of DNA
research, and | commend Dr. Fisher, Dr.
Bashkin, and all the folks at Nano Vir for their
commitment and dedication to the betterment
of millions of women’s lives around the world.
They may soon develop one of our most po-
tent weapons yet in the war against cancer,
and | wish them every success.

CONGRATULATING DR. MARILYN
GASTON AND DR. GAYLE PORTER

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Dr. Marilyn Gaston and Dr.
Gayle Porter, co-recipients of the 2006 Pur-
pose Prize. Drs. Gaston and Porter have been
recognized for innovation and success in
using their lifetime of experience for the great-
er good.

After full careers in different health fields,
Drs. Gaston and Porter teamed up to address
the alarming early death and disability rates
among middle aged African American women.
They wrote Prime Time: The African American
Woman’s Complete Guide to Midllife Health
and Wellness and then created an innovative
health course and support group model.
“Prime Time Sister Circles” has become a
popular and proven health initiative in Mary-
land and other states, with 68 percent of the
participants maintaining their health improve-
ments for more than a year. This outstanding
model should be replicated throughout our
country.

| want to recognize the role of The Purpose
Prize itself in changing our society’s view of
aging. The positive impact of the five Purpose
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Prize winners on thousands of people in need
reveals that America’s growing older popu-
lation is one of our greatest untapped re-
sources. In 2005-06 over 1,200 adults age 60
and over competed for the $100,000 cash
prizes and related rewards of publicity and
support for their entrepreneurial projects. Civic
Ventures, the California-based non-profit orga-
nization that created the prize program, is
dedicated to generating ideas and creating
programs to help society achieve the greatest
return on experience. | invite my colleagues to
join me in furthering this view of older adults
as significant contributors to our communities
and nation.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to Dr. Marilyn Gaston and Dr. Gayle
Porter on receiving the prestigious Purpose
Prize in its first year and | wish them contin-
ued success. | also commend Civic Ventures,
along with Purpose Prize funders, The Atlantic
Philanthropies and The John Templeton Foun-
dation, for their vision and generosity in cre-
ating this important stimulus for expanding cit-
izen initiative for public good.

————

PATTERSON PARK COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
10TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
bring to your attention the achievements of the
Patterson Park Community Development Cor-
poration (PPCDC), which is celebrating its
10th Anniversary.

The Patterson Park area was originally
known as Hampstead Hill and played an im-
portant role in the defense of Baltimore during
the War of 1812. The property was also home
to the wealthy Patterson family whose beau-
tiful daughter, Betsy, was the wife of Jerome
Bonaparte. The surrounding rowhouse com-
munity offered housing for a diverse popu-
lation, including immigrants from Eastern Eu-
rope. Following World War |l, many families
moved to the suburbs, leaving older residents
behind. The community became ripe for ab-
sentee landlords and investors.

In 1996, the PPCDC was founded by resi-
dents to combat the neighborhood’s decline.
PPCDC concentrated on an area of 3,000
rowhouses north of Patterson Park, and 2,500
houses on the park’s eastern periphery. lts
goal was to recreate a stable, desirable, di-
verse community around Patterson Park.

PPCDC embarked on strategies to improve
the neighborhood and Park image, strengthen
the neighborhood’s social fabric and political
strength, and dramatically increase investment
through control of the neighborhood’s real es-
tate. Since 1996, PPCDC has spent more
than $60 million in the community, attracting
tens of millions of dollars in other investment.
PPCDC also maintains more than 100 afford-
able rental units that provide decent housing
to immigrants, refugees, and other families
with modest incomes.

PPCDC has accomplished all this while
maintaining the ethnic, racial and economic di-
versity of the Patterson Park community. In-
vestment north of Patterson Park has allowed
neighborhoods to the south to gather momen-
tum and become an engine for revitalization in
all of Southeast Baltimore.
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