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sovereignty and security throughout all its ter-
ritory. 

Despite the remarkable achievements of the 
so-called Cedar Revolution, the Government 
of Lebanon continues to experience chal-
lenges to its rule. Targeted killings of public 
figures and the recent conflict between 
Hezbollah and Israel illustrate the dangers to 
Lebanon’s stability. Furthermore, the increas-
ing polarization and divide of the country’s 
confessional communities demonstrates the 
need for a serious national dialogue that will 
deal with Lebanon’s domestic struggles. 

The provocative unilateral actions imple-
mented by Hezbollah this past summer is evi-
dence of the destructive influences Syria and 
Iran continue to play in Lebanon. The people 
of Lebanon and their government did not have 
any say in the destruction and heartbreak that 
was imposed upon their nation, yet they must 
be the ones to pay the price. In a clear indica-
tion that Hezbollah is willing to use its weap-
ons internally, unless the current form of gov-
ernment is changed, Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah said he would only consider giving 
up its weapons when a strong, capable and 
just state was in place. This would strongly 
undermine Lebanon’s democratic structures 
and could potentially lead to civil war and in-
stability in the whole region. 

Lebanon seeks to build itself up once again 
from beneath the ashes of war and destruc-
tion. In the absence of a regional peace, this 
may very well be the last opportunity to save 
Lebanon from a failed state scenario. 

The United States has a vital interest in en-
suring the security of a liberal democratic re-
gime. It is important that United States assist-
ance to Lebanon play a strategic role in 
strengthening Lebanon’s central governing in-
stitutions that will ultimately lead to an empow-
ered government that is able to meet the de-
mands of all its citizens and comply with its 
international commitments and the major 
themes in this resolution. 

In addition, to security assistance that en-
ables the Lebanese Armed Forces to secure 
its borders, assistance needs to be targeted 
toward the passage of a new electoral law and 
increasing reforms in the Ministry of Justice. 
The electoral commission has submitted their 
review and now the Lebanese parliament 
needs to respond. A more representative elec-
toral law will defy the modes of traditional sec-
tarian leadership in Lebanon that have lead to 
deadlock and stalemate. 

These steps are vital to restoring and main-
taining Lebanon’s sovereignty and security by 
reducing the influence of Iran and Syria over 
Hezbollah and contributing to a broader rep-
resentation of all Lebanese. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time and look forward to the passage of this 
resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE NELSON TENNIS 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize the efforts 
and accomplishments of the Nelson Tennis 
Foundation and support the eighth annual Nel-

son Scholarship Tennis Classic which will be 
held in Georgetown, Texas, on October 20– 
22, 2006. This nonprofit foundation, named in 
honor of Jane and Charles ‘‘Coach’’ Nelson 
was established to support the game of tennis 
in the community of Georgetown, Texas. 
Charles and Jane exemplify a love for the 
game of tennis and a dedication to education. 
Combining these two passions, the Nelson 
Foundation has helped eligible high school 
seniors in the Georgetown Independent 
School District pursue their dreams for a col-
lege education. Since 1999, the Nelson Foun-
dation has been able to award scholarships to 
17 deserving student athletes through the pro-
ceeds from the tennis classic. 

The Nelsons are retired educators with over 
35 years of teaching and coaching experience 
in public schools. Both Charles and Jane 
began playing the game of tennis as teen-
agers in Huntsville, Texas. After several years 
of teaching and coaching in both Texas and 
New York, the Nelsons returned home to cen-
tral Texas where Charles took over as head 
tennis coach at Round Rock High School for 
4 years. This was followed by 3 years as the 
head tennis coach at Westwood High School 
in Round Rock and 7 years working with the 
Southwestern University tennis program. Both 
Jane and Charles are active in playing tour-
nament tennis and remain outstanding contrib-
utors to their community. Through the years, 
they have been teammates, tennis partners, 
and friends to so many in the Georgetown and 
Williamson County area. 

The Nelsons have been members of the 
Berry Creek Racquet Club in Georgetown 
where they have been involved in the club’s 
Pro-Am Annual Tennis Tournaments. After 
several years, this tournament was renamed 
the Nelson Tennis Scholarship Classic for 
which the Nelson Tennis Foundation was es-
tablished. 

The Nelson Foundation embodies commu-
nity, fellowship, and a love for the game of 
tennis. All of these are at the heart of Charles 
and Jane Nelson and typify the generosity and 
character of Georgetown, Texas. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF 
LEO DIEHL 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, it’s been said 
that the world goes on because a few people 
in every generation believe in it utterly, accept 
it unquestionably, underwrite it with their lives. 
Leo Diehl was one such man. 

A community is gathering together in Har-
wich today to celebrate Leo’s remarkable life 
that took him from Beacon Hill to the Halls of 
Congress. Those who remember him recall his 
wit, tenacity, dignity, compassion, irascibility, 
loyalty, and most importantly, his lust for life. 

Diagnosed with polio at the age of 6, Leo 
never let his infirmity get in the way of living. 
Never one for sitting on the sidelines, he was 
determined to do all the things the other kids 
in Charlestown were doing. He was a formi-
dable athlete—pitching 27 innings in a sandlot 
baseball game or playing goalie for the neigh-
borhood hockey team. He refused confine-
ment in a wheelchair and the pity of others. 

In later life, he would say the experience of 
losing his legs and learning to use crutches to 
walk gave him the grace to understand the 
struggles that so many poor and working-class 
families endure on a daily basis. He reminded 
people that his brain, eyes, ears and, most im-
portantly, his mouth still worked. Leo used 
them all to right wrongs where he saw them 
and to speak up, even stand-up, for those who 
didn’t have a voice, who weren’t as strong or 
as brave as he was. 

Elected to the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives in the same year as Tip 
O’Neill, the two men became fast friends and 
allies. Later, when Leo would lose his seat, he 
would begin a storied career in the Common-
wealth’s tax department, eventually rising to 
tax commissioner. 

Then, the call came. Newly elected Majority 
Whip, and his old friend, Tip O’Neill, wanted 
him to come to Washington, DC. He needed 
a good right-hand, a conscience and a con-
fidant. The rest, they say, is history. 

He dined with kings and queens, prime min-
isters and cardinals, but never forgot his work-
ing class roots. He was a constant presence 
in this House; a role-model of character and 
integrity for Members and staff alike. Many 
called him the ‘‘watch-dog’’; lots of other peo-
ple called him other things—usually behind his 
back. Regardless, at the end of the day, ev-
eryone had the greatest respect for Leo—a 
man who served this institution well and faith-
fully. 

In later years, he would raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for charity with his good 
friend and with the help of those he inspired. 

St. Luke reminds us that to those to whom 
much is given, much is required—and should 
be expected. In the case of Leo Diehl, he 
gave as good as he got. Now he’s in a place, 
joined with his wife Grace, family and friends; 
made whole and perfect in His sight—and 
most likely still helping his friend, his Speak- 
ah, Tom make the streets of heaven a better 
place. 
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ESTHER MARTINEZ NATIVE AMER-
ICAN LANGUAGES PRESERVA-
TION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, there is an urgent need to protect and pre-
serve Native American languages. In my state 
of Minnesota, it is becoming more difficult to 
find elders to teach the Ojibwe language—the 
fourth most spoken Native language in North 
America. 

The facts cannot be ignored—decades of 
federal restrictions on the instruction and use 
of Native languages led to their deliberate de-
cline. 

Despite treaties and laws and executive or-
ders that call for the preservation and incorpo-
ration of Native language and culture in edu-
cation—we are living at a time when Native 
American languages and culture are being 
eroded. 

Title VII—which exists to ensure Native chil-
dren receive Native language and culture in-
struction—has been reduced or reallocated to 
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other functions of the No Child Left Behind 
law—despite significant research proving that 
Native children do better in all subjects when 
taught through the use of Native languages 
and culture. 

Schools have felt pressure from the Bush 
administration to instead spend resources for 
Native language and culture on the goals of 
Bush’s No Child Left Behind law. Title VII re-
sources must be focused on Title VII goals— 
not siphoned off to support other goals of the 
Bush administration—especially at the ex-
pense of Native American children. 

Native children have the right to the edu-
cation they are promised—that means the 
highest quality education—including instruction 
in their language. 

As a Nation, we must reaffirm our commit-
ment to preserve, to honor, and to teach the 
living traditions, cultures, and languages of the 
First Americans who have and continue to 
contribute to the strength of our Nation as 
teachers, community leaders, business own-
ers, artists, elected officials, and neighbors— 
and the brave men and women who have 
fought in our armed services. 

Native Americans have identified the recov-
ery and preservation of their languages as one 
of their highest priorities. As a country, we 
have a moral obligation to live up to our com-
mitments to the First Americans. 

It is my hope that Congress will do what is 
right—and recommit our Nation’s resources to 
strengthen Native American languages for all 
Native people across the entire country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
178 which occurred on May 22, 2006, regard-
ing H.R. 3858, the Pets Evacuation and 
Transportation Standards Act, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 2006 RETIREES 
OF THE STERLING HEIGHTS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, Sep-
tember 29, 2006, the Sterling Heights’ Fire 
Fighters Union will host their Annual Dinner- 
Dance, honoring their 2006 retirees. This year-
ly event honors Sterling Heights firefighters for 
their dedication to their community and recog-
nizes their commendable contributions to the 
city. I am pleased to be associated with this 
fine organization and to call many of them my 
friends. 

I rise today to pay tribute to the careers of 
four retiring firefighters. 

Kenneth Hall was appointed as a Sterling 
Heights firefighter on January 21, 1980. In No-
vember of that year, he received his Certifi-
cate of Completion for the Extrication and 
Rescue Training Program. On May 25, 2000, 
he was presented with the certificate of Spe-

cial U.S. Senate Recognition to commemorate 
his 20 years of service. In August of 2002 he 
added to his list of accomplishments by be-
coming a HazMat Team Member. Ken has 
been promoted two times in his career: Lieu-
tenant on March 31, 1995, and Captain on 
September 17, 2001. He retired on January 30 
of this year after 26 years of dedicated serv-
ice. 

Tom Lindeman was appointed as a Sterling 
Heights Firefighter on July 2, 1981. As part of 
his service, he counseled and taught young 
aspiring firefighters in the department’s Explor-
er’s Program. In 1989 he received a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation from Utica Community 
Schools for his efforts in the community. In 
2001 he received an associate’s degree in 
Fire Science. During his career, Tom was pro-
moted four times: FEO on April 20, 1992; 
Lieutenant on January 4, 1996; Training In-
structor on August 22, 1996, and Chief of 
Training on January 11, 2003. He was hon-
ored by his peers, being named Firefighter of 
the Year twice, in 1999 and in 2004. Tom re-
tired last month on August 19, after 25 years 
of dedicated service. 

Dave Poterek was appointed as a Sterling 
Heights Firefighter on May 21, 1979 after at-
tending Western Michigan University. On May 
4, 1981, he received a Police Department Cit-
izen Citation for resuscitating a drowning vic-
tim. In 1984 he earned his Associates Degree 
in Nursing, and in 2004 he obtained his EMS 
Instructor Coordinator certificate. During his 
career he was promoted several times: Fire-
fighter–ALS (Advanced Life Support) on April 
18, 1992; Fire Lieutenant–ALS on July 5, 
1994; Captain in 1996, and Battalion Chief on 
October 31, 2003. He retired on June 19 of 
this year, after 27 years of dedicated service. 

William Riddock was appointed to the posi-
tion of Probationary Firefighter with the Ster-
ling Heights Fire Department on October 12, 
1981. In 1989 he received the Meritorious Unit 
Citation for assistance at a house fire, res-
cuing a family from their balcony. He was a 
member of the Uniform Committee and partici-
pated in numerous of the department’s Open 
Houses. In addition to receiving numerous 
Perfect Attendance Awards throughout his ca-
reer, Captain Riddock was promoted twice: 
Lieutenant on July 22, 1996, and Captain on 
January 11, 2003. Captain Riddock is retiring 
next month on October 19, after 25 years of 
dedicated service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing these four heros, who have 
dedicated themselves to the community with 
valor, commitment and honor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAIN STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, today we con-
gratulate the Main Street Baptist Church in 
Point Pleasant, WV. On October 28, 2006, the 
Main Street Baptist Church will celebrate its 
100th anniversary. 

This church has helped change the lives of 
many in the Point Pleasant area and in the 
state. This is a wonderful time for the 
congregants of Main Street Baptist Church to 

celebrate with loved ones and take time to re-
flect on the many accomplishments and im-
provements this church has made in the com-
munity. 

I want to thank Main Street Baptist Church 
for their service to the community of Point 
Pleasant and all of their contributions to our 
great state. May your next 100 years be just 
as fruitful. 
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HONORING THE LUVERNIA 
FULLER FOUNDATION AND REC-
OGNIZING MAY 18TH, 2007 AS 
‘‘ANSWER MY PRAYER’’ DAY 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Luvernia Fuller Foundation for the 
invaluable support it provides to cancer pa-
tients. In doing so, I join two local govern-
ments in the 13th District of Illinois in recog-
nizing the Luvernia Fuller Foundation for its 
generosity. Both the Village of Romeoville and 
the City of Joliet in my district have declared 
May 18, 2007, Luvernia Fuller Foundation 
‘‘Answer My Prayer’’ day. 

This not-for-profit organization was estab-
lished on January 20, 2004 by the son of can-
cer patient, Luvernia Fuller. Unfortunately, like 
too many people stricken with cancer, 
Luvernia Fuller lost her battle. Inspired by his 
mother, Brian Fuller established the Founda-
tion to provide emotional and monetary assist-
ance to cancer patients and their families. 

‘‘Answer My Prayer’’ day was created to 
raise awareness and support for cancer pa-
tients. The Luvernia Fuller Foundation’s goal 
of ‘‘Answer My Prayer’’ day is not only to raise 
money to help provide necessary medical 
treatment and medicine for cancer patients, 
but also to educate the public about cancer 
and to celebrate the dignity of cancer patients. 

As representative of the 13th District of Illi-
nois, I am extremely pleased that such a fine 
foundation is based in my district and is pro-
viding life-saving assistance to the people of 
Illinois, I wish the Luvernia Fuller Foundation 
continued success in its mission and hope that 
we all set aside May 18th as ‘‘Answer My 
Prayer’’ day to help and remember those who 
have been or are currently afflicted with can-
cer. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF FORT WORTH FIRE 
CHIEF CHARLES GAINES 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of the most dedicated public serv-
ants of District 12 and the Fort Worth commu-
nity that I represent, Fort Worth Fire Chief 
Charles Gaines. On September 23, 2006, Fire 
Chief Gaines died at his home at the age of 
49. Through hard work and commitment in his 
chosen profession, Chief Gaines was known 
nationally as an outstanding fire chief. 

While Chief Gaines’ tenure in Fort Worth 
was a short four years, his impact on the com-
munity, on the men and women of the Fort 
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