September 28, 2006

He passed away in January of 2006
and will be greatly missed by friends,
family, and the community.

I urge all Members to come together
and vote in favor of H.R. 6075.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 6075, legisla-
tion sponsored by Representative Jo-
SEPH PITTS, was unanimously passed by
the Government Reform Committee on
September 21, 2006. The bill designates
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 101 East Gay Street
in West Chester, Pennsylvania, as the
“Robert J. Thompson Post Office
Building.”

Robert Thompson, a member of the
Pennsylvania State Senate since 1995
and Chair of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, passed away in January of
2006.

Madam Speaker, Robert Thompson
was a distinguished citizen who gave
much of himself and much of his life to
public service, and one way of recog-
nizing and remembering the contribu-
tion that he made is to name this post-
al facility in his honor.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, today, | ask
my colleagues to join me in honor of Robert
J. Thompson and | rise in support of H.R.
6075, the Senator Bob Thompson Post Office
Designation Act.

I've introduced this bill with my fellow col-
leagues from Pennsylvania and | thank them
for their support.

It's a great privilege to be able to com-
memorate the life and public service of the
late Senator Robert Thompson—Bob, as he
was known to his friends.

Senator Thompson was a distinguished leg-
islator and respected public servant. He
served the people of southern Pennsylvania
for more than 30 years as an elected official.

Bob got his start in public life in 1970 as a
member of the West Goshen Township Board
of Supervisors.

In 1995, Bob was elected to the State Sen-
ate where he represented the good people of
Chester and Montgomery counties and served
as Majority Chairman of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.

| had the great privilege of serving with him
in the Pennsylvania State legislature before
coming to Congress—an honor | will always
cherish.

Throughout his tenure in Harrisburg, Bob
earned a solid reputation as an honest and
sincere representative who always made his
constituents his first priority.

Despite his health challenges that required
him to be in the hospital frequently, his friends
and colleagues fondly recall the encouraging
and humorous e-mails he would send on his
Blackberry from his hospital room.

Those who knew Bob loved his gentle de-
meanor, cheerful spirit, and great sense of
humor.

His kindness and generosity were evi-
denced by his dedication to community service
and civic participation.

He served on the board of numerous civic
associations and community groups, including
the Chester County Historical Society, the
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Westtown-Goshen Rotary Club, Chester
County Library, and the West Chester Area
Day Care Association.

Despite his many accomplishments as a re-
spected public servant, | believe Bob would
most like to be remembered as a devoted
husband to Nancy and a loving father and
grandfather.

Although Pennsylvania lost a great public
leader, his kind and gentle countenance will
not be forgotten by the many men and women
who have served alongside him.

The Bob Thompson Post Office will be a fit-
ting tribute to his life and work for many years
to come.

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a great public servant and
friend, the late Pennsylvania State Senator
Robert J. Thompson. Today, the House of
Representatives has the unique opportunity to
designate the United States Postal Service fa-
cility located at 101 East Gay Street in West
Chester, Pennsylvania, the “Robert J. Thomp-
son Post Office Building”.

Bob, a native of Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, gave his life to public service as a
township supervisor, county commissioner,
member of the Southeastern Pennsylvania
Transportation Authority, and finally as State
Senator representing the 19th District of Penn-
sylvania. In all of these endeavors, he rep-
resented his constituents with honor, dignity,
and professionalism. He was also known
throughout the community as a loving father
and grandfather with a tremendous sense of
humor and love of life. So, it is an honor for
me to take this time to remember a man |
worked closely with and who | greatly re-
spected as a mentor and a friend.

Bob and his wife Nancy made community
service, civic participation, and faith-based ac-
tivities paramount in their lives. When not
serving on countless commissions, commit-
tees, and caucuses, Bob made sure he was
there for his family as well. In short, Bob was
a “legislator’s legislator,” a highly honored
servant and a loving family man.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to stand
before this House today to help remember
State Senator Robert Thompson. He is sorely
missed by his family, his constituents, and my-
self, and | know that by naming the post office
in West Chester after him, his legacy of public
service will live on.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
MARCHANT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6075.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CHUCK FORTENBERRY POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6078) to designate the facility
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of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 307 West Wheat Street in
Woodville, Texas, as the ‘Chuck
Fortenberry Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 6078

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CHUCK FORTENBERRY POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 307
West Wheat Street in Woodville, Texas, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Chuck
Fortenberry Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Chuck Fortenberry
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.
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Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 6078 as intro-
duced by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BRADY) would designate the post
office in Woodville, Texas, as the
““Chuck Fortenberry Post Office.”

Chief Warrant Officer Fortenberry was a
1972-year Army veteran who was serving with
the 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division, out of Fort Hood, Texas.
During the course of his distinguished career,
he also served in the 82nd Airborne Division,
became an Army Ranger, and worked in Alas-
ka before joining the warrant officer program
to fly helicopters.

Officer Fortenberry was killed on Easter
Sunday, April 11, 2004, when his AH-64
Apache helicopter was shot down over Bagh-
dad. On that Sunday, a convoy traveling
through Baghdad en route to Fallujah came
under enemy fire. Someone on the ground
called for air support, and Fortenberry and his
partner, Chief Warrant Officer Lawrence
“Shane” Colton, responded within moments.
The convoy was saved, but their helicopter
was shot down. Officer Fortenberry and his
crewman paid the ultimate price for their coun-
try and their comrades, and | hope all mem-
bers will join me in supporting this bill to honor
such bravery and sacrifice.

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I appreciate Congressman



H7888

MARCHANT for his leadership on this
issue.

On Easter Sunday, 2004, Apache heli-
copter pilot, Army Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Wesley Lee Charles Fortenberry
and his gunner answered a desperate
call for help from a convoy of 29 Re-
servists trapped in an ambush with an
estimated 300 Muslim extremists,
pinned down in a mile-long kill zone in
Baghdad, literally down to their last
rounds of ammunition.

Pilot Chuck Fortenberry and his gun-
ner fought to save the lives of 29 sol-
diers, repeatedly silencing enemy guns
and drawing fire to themselves. As one
Reservist said, everywhere the Apache
flew, the fire stopped. And when I
heard the Apaches all I could think of
was thank God, I am going to live.

Well, an enemy rocket eventually si-
lenced the 30 millimeter cannons and
the life of Chuck Fortenberry. On that
Easter Sunday, Chuck Fortenberry
willingly gave his life to save the lives
of many of his countrymen knowing he
may never hold his loving wife again or
see his three sons grow into men.

He represents a new generation of
hero, fighting for our security, and he
is the latest in a long line of Tyler
County veterans who answered the call
to our Nation’s defense. I want to make
sure that future generations under-
stand the freedoms they enjoy are paid
for by the blood, sweat and tears of the
families in Tyler County who raise
their sons and their daughters to love
and serve their country at any price.

I am proud to author this legislation.
I urge its support.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 6078, legisla-
tion introduced by Representative
KEVIN BRADY of Texas was unani-
mously reported by the Government
Reform Committee on September 21,
2006.

The bill designates the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
307 West Wheat Street in Woodville,
Texas, as the ‘“Chuck Fortenberry Post
Office Building.”

Chief Warrant Officer Chuck
Fortenberry and his gunner, Chief War-
rant Officer Shane Colton were killed
in action in Iraq on April 11, 2004, when
they responded to an urgent call for
help from an Army field convoy pinned
down by enemy fire near Fallujah.

Madam Speaker, two individuals who
have given their life in such a manner
as to demonstrate not only courage but
also commitment, I can think no bet-
ter way of honoring Mr. FORTENBERRY
than to name this postal service in his
honor in his hometown.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker,
on Easter Sunday, 2004, Apache helicopter
pilot Army Chief Warrant Officer 3 Wesley
Charles Fortenberry and his gunner answered
a desperate call for help from a convoy of 29
reservists trapped in an ambush with an esti-
mated 300 Muslim extremists—pinned down in
a mile-long kill zone in Bagdad, down to their
last rounds of ammunition.
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Pilot Chuck Fortenberry and his gunner
fought to save the lives of 29 soldiers, repeat-
edly silencing enemy guns and drawing fire to
themselves. As one reservist said “every-
where the Apache flew, the fire stopped.
When | heard the Apaches, all | could think of
was ‘Thank God’, | am going to live.”

To make sure that future generations under-
stand the sacrifices that ensure their freedoms
| am proud to announce | have introduced leg-
islation to name the Woodville Post Office in
honor of Chuck Fortenberry.

This is a lasting tribute to an American hero.
It is also a tribute to the people of Tyler Coun-
ty, whose sons and daughters have defended
America’s

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
urge all Members to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 6078, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
MARCHANT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6078.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

BEVERLY J. WILSON POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4720) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 200 Gateway Drive in Lincoln,
California, as the ‘“Beverly J. Wilson
Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4720

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BEVERLY J. WILSON POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 200
Gateway Drive in Lincoln, California, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Beverly J.
Wilson Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Beverly J. Wilson Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, in the town of Lin-
coln, California, Beverly Wilson was
known not just a postal carrier but
also as a dear friend and a community
fixture. She lived in Lincoln for 50
years and worked for the postal service
for nearly 30 of those years.

She went out of her way to get to
know her customers personally, and
she always took new employees under
her wing. She was known throughout
Lincoln for her famous pomegranate
jelly and baked pies, but above all else
her community remembers her kind
spirit, generosity and warmth.

Beverly Wilson will be deeply missed
by all of the people whose lives she
touched.

I urge all Members to join me in
naming this post office in her honor.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 4720, legisla-
tion introduced by Representative
JOHN DOOLITTLE designates the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 200 Gateway Drive in Lincoln,
California, as the Beverly J. Wilson
Post Office Building.

Beverly Wilson, 65, and a resident of
Lincoln, California, was a rural letter
carrier for the United States Postal
Service. Mrs. Wilson was delivering
mail in her postal Jeep when she was
rear-ended and killed, ending a 26-year
career with the United States Postal
Service.

Ms. Wilson was 4 weeks away from
retirement. Madam Speaker, I can
imagine that oftentimes individuals
who do the work that Ms. Wilson did do
not have monuments erected or build-
ings named for them. But delivering
the mail is a very important function.
People wait to receive it. They need it.
They want it. And one of the ways that
we honor her, as well as the other thou-
sands of letter carriers throughout the
country is by naming this facility after
Ms. Beverly J. Wilson.

I urge its passage.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, Beverly Wilson,
“Bev” as she was known, was many things: a
mother of five, a grandmother of 15, and a
dedicated Postal Carrier for nearly thirty years.
The naming of the Lincoln Post Office at
which she worked is fitting for such a tremen-
dous woman.

On January 6, 2005, just one month before
retiring from the U.S. Postal Service, longtime
Lincoln, California resident Beverly Joyce Wil-
son, 65, was involved in a fatal car accident
while on the job.

The public sentiment after her death left one
of her son’s to remark, “How can one little old
woman touch the lives of so many people?” It
is quite clear from the heartfelt comments from
her relatives, friends, coworkers and residents
of Lincoln that she truly has made a lasting
impression on Lincoln.
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