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Those are real! As it’s for their great fine
friend, such heartache they now feel!

As the Crocodiles all in prayer, throughout
the world so prepare . . . for their hero
to so kneel . . .

As this day our Hearts Lie Down Under,

As The World and her Animal Kingdom have
lost their great thunder, their fine son
of wonder!

As The Lions they too so mourn, for this
man of love so warm, their Savior . . .
as they stop to ponder.

All the Animals are crying, as upon them
their tears now lay lying

All because this their fine Hero, their True
Champion . . . their True Friend lays
dying

All of those sad elephant’s ears are drooping,
in the oceans . . . the whales, sad songs
are crying!

But, Steve you will never be extinct,

Forever in our hearts, in our souls, in our
minds, in our memories, you’ll live on
as of you we so think!

With you, life was all it’s crocked up to be

. with your heart of happiness ever
to us such joy did bring.

FULL OUT, from life you never sipped, but
drank . . . as how a life should be lived
as no doubt,

With the heart of a child, as you lived To So
Save The Wild . . . showing us all what
living is all about!

Because you loved and so cared, as with the
World your Aussie heart of a lion so
shared throughout.

You Steve, You Great Big Koala Bear . . .
Our Teddy Bear of Love . .. A Ray of
Light . . .

A Thing of Joy, Reaching For The Stars . . .
What is Right! A Shooting Star, So
Very Bright!

You thought you were just a bloke, I think
not! . . . God, put you on this earth to
bring your light!

To Teach Us!

To So Deep Inside, In All Of Our Hearts To
So Reach Us!

To show us all the true meaning of love and
life, husband & wife, child or crocodile,
you beseeched Us!

Oh Crockeeee, Oh how you showed us how
life should be lived,

As to this our world, and her entire animal
kingdom . . . Oh Crockeeee, the gifts
to her you’d give!

You are gone, but not forgotten . . . as for-
ever and a day upon this earth in our
hearts you shall live!

For once, you were The King of The Jungle

But, more so . . . A Prince of Love and Peace
. of kindness, of what it is in our
world she so surely needs.
For on this day, with your loss in so many
ways, all God’s Children and his Ani-
mals now for you so bleed.

Because, to our world you never took . . .
You Gave!
In your life, and most magnificent family
. the meaning of love ... you so
portrayed!
As The World & her most beloved Animals
you so fought for to save, as was your
fine life’s crusade.

Steve, today . . . you're reached the Top!

As an Angel in The Army of our Lord, fight-
ing for the destruction of the Animal
Kingdom to so stop!

The first thing you will do, is return to earth
to that stingray who killed you . . .
and let his heart not sob.

But, the hardest pain of all . . .

Is what all of us so saw, how much you loved
your family and they so too you!
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Knowing, that little girl and boy, and fine
wife and loved ones, will together miss
such splendid joy . . . You!

But, really you’re not gone!

As they will carry you in their hearts from
dusk to dawn!

Until, the years pass by ... and together
with tears in eyes . . . in Heaven you’ll
rejoin and will live on!

Those aren’t Crocodile Tears!

Dedicated To A Most Magnificent Man . . .
who taught all of The World’s Animal
Kingdom

A Messenger to all of us from Our Lord,
about Love, Life and Living!

Crockeeee . .. God Bless You Steve, May
your Family find peace!

———

IN CELEBRATION OF HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH RECOGNIZING
PAQUITO D’RIVERA FOR HIS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN
JAZZ AND THE SECOND ANNUAL
DUKE ELLINGTON JAZZ FES-
TIVAL

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Paquito D’Rivera who has been
selected as Artistic Director for this years
Duke Ellington Jazz Festival. In celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month, we salute the fes-
tival’'s acknowledgement of the contributions
made by Latino artists. Paquito D’Rivera is a
world-renowned jazz instrumentalist who em-
bodies the diverse soul of today’s modem mu-
sician. His ability to fuse South American and
Caribbean sounds with that of American jazz
is creative, unique and inspirational to all of
us.

Mr. D’Rivera’s proclivity toward music was
apparent at a young age. Raised in Cuba, his
father was his music instructor. By the age of
10, he was performing with the National The-
ater Orchestra of Havana. He continued mak-
ing his mark in Cuba, playing both the clarinet
and saxophone with the Cuban National Sym-
phony Orchestra and co-founding the Orches-
tra Cubana de Musica Moderna and the group
Irakere, a Cuban jazz band known for its mix-
ture of Latin sounds and musical improvisa-
tion. Irakere impressed jazz enthusiasts
across the world with its ground-breaking
style, going on to win a Grammy in 1979 for
Best Latin Recording.

So that he could fully express his musical
talent, Mr. D’'Rivera defected to the United
States in 1981. With the assistance of fellow
jazz musicians such as Dizzy Gillespie, he
began performing in New York City and re-
leased his first alboum Paquito Blowin in 1981
and Mariel in 1982. The success of these two
albums launched him into the national spot-
light. His career blossomed and in 1988, Mr.
D’Rivera was invited to join the United Nations
Orchestra to perform jazz fused with Latin
rhythms and sounds.

Paquito D’Rivera is truly a diverse musician.
With commissions as a classical composer, he
continues to be involved in a wide range of
projects and music. In 1989, he composed
“New York Suite” for the Gerald Danovich
Saxophone Quartet and “Aires Tropicales” for
the Aspen Wind Quintet. In 1999, D'Rivera
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participated in a series of programs in collabo-
ration with Germany’s Chamber Orchestra
Werneck entitled “D’Rivera Meets Mozart”. He
continues to play with the Paquito D’Rivera
Big Band and is an Artist in Residence at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center. For over
a decade, Mr. D’Rivera has been the Artistic
Director of the Festival International de Jazz
en el Tambo in Uruguay. In 2003, Mr.
D’Rivera received a Doctorate Honoris Causa
in Music from the Berklee College of Music
and made history when he became the first
artist to win a Latin Grammy in both Classical
and Latin Jazz categories. He has amassed
seven Grammy awards to date and has over
30 solo albums. Additionally, his many solo
performances include performances with the
National Symphony Orchestra, the Brooklyn
Philharmonic, and the St. Luke’s Chamber Or-
chestra. Internationally, he has performed with
the London Royal Symphony, the Costa Rican
National Symphony, and the Simon Bolivar
Symphony Orchestra, among others.

Paquito D’Rivera is a gifted writer and the
author of his autobiography, “My Sax Life, a
Memoir.” In his autobiography, Mr. D’Rivera
gives us a glimpse of the world through the
eyes of a gifted jazz artist. Introduced to lit-
erature by his father, he also penned the
novel “Oh, La Habana.” In 2005 he was
awarded the National Medal of Arts, the na-
tion’s highest honor for artistic excellence.

In January of 2005, Mr. D’Rivera celebrated
50 years in the music industry and 24 years
in the United States. He continues to inspire
jazz musicians in the U.S. and throughout the
world. Mr. Speaker, during this Hispanic Herit-
age month, as we celebrate the valuable con-
tributions Latinos make to this nation, we
thank Mr. D’Rivera today for his brilliant work
and tireless efforts to ensure that the Second
Annual Duke Ellington Jazz Festival continues
to successfully bring jazz to the Nation’s Cap-
itol.

—————

TRIBUTE TO U.S. MILITARY SERV-
ICE MEN AND WOMEN AROUND
THE WORLD

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the sacrifices of our young men
and women who are serving in the U.S. mili-
tary around the world. A dear lady from my
district, Mrs. Linda Smith, has two sons serv-
ing in the U.S. Marine Corps in Irag. During
Sunday school at Vineville Baptist Church a
few weeks ago, she made a presentation to
the class that | think summarizes the courage
and bravery of our soldiers around the world.
| wish to insert her comments into the
RECORD, so that people across the country
can be aware of the great work, not only of
our men and women, but also of their families
back home.

When Mrs. Ann asked me to speak to the
class today, I told her that I may cry. I hope
I don’t, but if I do, I hope you will under-
stand.

I want people to understand why our coun-
try is at war and why not only my sons, but
others are willing to go and fight.

When people hear that I have two Marine
sons being deployed to the same place in



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-06T13:11:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




