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HAPPY BIRTHDAY REVEREND
JESSE JACKSON

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of a great civic leader, the
Rev. Jesse Jackson.

On October 8, 2006, Rev. Jesse Jackson
will celebrate his 65th Birthday. Today, we the
Congressional Black Caucus, pause to recog-
nize this great leader in the area of civil rights.

Once an aide to Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Jesse Jackson has been a political activist
and public figure since the civil rights move-
ment of the 1960s. Jackson, a Baptist min-
ister, is the founder of the non-profit organiza-
tion Rainbow/PUSH.

He has several times been an unofficial
U.S. envoy in diplomatic missions; in 1999 he
helped secure the release of three American
military prisoners from Yugoslavia. He has
been a candidate twice for the Presidency of
the United States and while unsuccessful
made a tremendous impact on American poli-
tics, opening doors for many minorities to run
for elected office.

Reverend Jackson is a role model who has
touched the lives of many and his legacy will
live forever. It is because of you, Reverend
Jackson, that we can say “I am Somebody!”
In this celebration of your life may you bask in
the pride, love, and admiration of your family
and friends, as well as give thanks for your
happiness.

—————

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL LATINO
AIDS AWARENESS DAY

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the fourth an-
nual National Latino AIDS Awareness Day
which will be October 15.

This day is a call to action to all Latinos to
protect their lives and the lives of those they
love by getting tested and learning about HIV.

Latinos continue to be disproportionately af-
fected by HIV, comprising over 20 percent of
HIV/AIDS cases nationwide.

We all must work together to reduce the in-
cidence of HIV/AIDS in our families, commu-
nities, cities, states, nation, and around the
world.

To do this we must not let differences in
language and culture be barriers to providing
access to preventative measures, healthcare
and support services.

In my district, the AIDS Services Foundation
of Orange County is a critical resource that
works to prevent the spread of HIV and im-
prove the lives of men, women, and children
affected by HIV/AIDS.

They offer invaluable services to our com-
munity by providing food, transportation, hous-
ing, emergency financial assistance, kids and
family programs, counseling, education and
prevention services.

In honor of National Latino AIDS Day all of
us need to renew our commitment to the fight
to stop the spread of HIV and AIDS.

October 6, 2006

INTRODUCTION OF THE GREAT
LAKES FISH AND WILDLIFE RES-
TORATION ACT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise this week
to praise passage of the Great Lakes Fish and
Wildlife Restoration Act. With an estimated 40
million people relying on the Great Lakes
basin for jobs, drinking water, and recreation,
the health of this resource is paramount and
should remain a priority for Congress. Our
Great Lakes constitute the largest body of
freshwater on the face of the earth.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to tell you about
a treasured spot in the Great Lakes—the north
coast of Ohio. It is a true sapphire jewel, en-
joyed by large communities of birders, sport
and commercial fishermen, hunters and rec-
reational boaters. And it is vital to life for every
living creature in our region.

While the value of this treasure should be
obvious to all, it is undeniable that the re-
sources it provides remain threatened. This is
a region whose wildlife populations are under
attack by invasive species like the Gobe,
Asian Carp and Zebra Mussel and where en-
croaching sprawl constantly jeopardizes the
region’s priceless wetlands. Without address-
ing the social and human costs posed by
these problems, we face an incalculable men-
ace of inaction—a menace that this week, this
body took a step to fight.

Mr. Speaker, the reason that | wish to
praise passage of the Great Lakes Fish and
Wildlife Restoration Act is not because this bill
solves all the longstanding problems that our
Great Lakes face, but because it serves as
one step in the journey toward restoring the
integrity of our lakes. The bill authorizes the
Fish and Wildlife Service for grants of up to
$12 million per year and gives legal authority
for the Fish and Wildlife Service to receive $2
million per year. These funds will be used to
implement recommendations of the Great
Lakes Regional Collaboration that are con-
sistent with water quality, fisheries, and wildlife
agreements.

Though the House has taken a tremendous
step towards restoring the Great Lakes by
passing this bill, we must not rest. Instead, we
must continue on with the next steps, taking
up the additional priorities of the Great Lakes
Regional Collaboration not addressed in this
bill. Let us find the will to expand the Ottawa
and Cedar Point National Wildlife Refuges. Let
us preserve more wetlands for the migrating
birds that pass through the Great Lakes. Let
us stop the flow of invasive species in the bal-
last water of transport ships. Let us celebrate
victory for the crown jewel of our refuge sys-
tem by fully funding the grant programs that
we have just authorized.

Mr. Speaker, we are the only species with
the capability of precipitating the wholesale ex-
termination of other species; but, through com-
passion and conviction, we are also capable
of protecting the things we treasure. We are
unique in our ability to affect the fate of the
planet, but also unique in our ability to predict
those effects and to change our ways in light
of what we foresee.

So now, let us take this one moment to ap-
preciate the importance of passage of the

E1935

Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act.
| would like to thank the many friends who
made passage of this bill possible and ask
them for the strength to continue the battle in
restoring the Great Lakes to the pristine beau-
ty that we can all foresee.

GREAT LAKES FISH AND WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT OF

2006—BILL SUMMARY

Summary: This bill would reauthorize the
Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act,
a program first enacted in 1990 and again in
1998. This bill ensures that both fish and wild-
life is included throughout the bill and ensures
that this Act is consistent with the goals of
Great Lakes Regional Collaboration.

Fish & Wildlife Grants: The bill reauthorizes
the state and tribal grant program. Under this
bill, grants will be used to restore fish and now
wildlife in the Great Lakes. The U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service would award grants based on
the recommendations of the Great Lakes
states and tribes. Grants must be consistent
with water quality, fisheries, and wildlife agree-
ments as well as the recommendations of the
Great Lakes Regional Collaboration. The
grants would be authorized to receive up to
$12 million per year.

Fish & Wildlife Regional Projects: The bill
authorizes up to $6 million each year for the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to undertake
projects that have a regional benefit to fish
and wildlife. Under this new authority, the
Service would undertake projects based on
the recommendations of states and tribes.

Studies and Reports: The Fish & Wildlife
Service will submit a report to Congress in
2011 that describe the fish and wildlife grants
that have been awarded and the results of
those grants.

Under this bill, the Service will provide up-
dated information through a public access
website to the states and tribes on what
grants have been awarded, priorities proposed
for funding in the budget, and actions taken in
support of Great Lakes Regional Collabora-
tion.

The bill calls upon the Service to complete
the overdue 2002 Report on actions taken
under this Act, which was called for under ex-
isting law, to be released by June of 2006.

Fishery Resource Offices: Maintains Fish &
Wildlife Services Offices, which were author-
ized in 1990, and the Offices have the same
operational duties. The offices are authorized
to receive $2 million per year.

——

IN HONOR OF CONGRESSWOMAN
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES FOR 25
YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of my friend and our
colleague, the Honorable STEPHANIE TUBBS
JONES, for her 25 years of service to the peo-
ple of Ohio. The residents of the 11th Con-
gressional District, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, as well as all Americans, are for-
tunate to have such a tremendously dedicated
Representative.

A woman of courage, integrity, and passion,
Congresswoman TuBBS JONES is the first Afri-
can American woman elected to the U.S.
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