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More to the point, this treatment allows indi-
viduals to carry on normal daily-life activities.
PID requires IVIG therapy every 3 to 4 weeks
for the duration of an individual’s life, but with-
out such treatment the individual not only im-
poses additional medical costs on an already
overburdened system, they cease to be active
members of our society. Such an outcome is
simply not acceptable. IVIG therapy is cost-ef-
fective and beneficial for the patient. As far as
| am concerned, that should be enough to get
CMS to rethink implementing any reimburse-
ment change that has the potential to harm
access and reduce medical outcomes.

In May of this year, thirty-five members of
Congress, including myself, sent a letter to
Secretary Leavitt of the Department of Health
and Human Services expressing our concern
over this matter and encouraged Secretary
Leavitt to consider a payment adjustment,
combined with product specific reimburse-
ment. We also made clear that we would be
open to any other mechanism he may have
deemed suitable in order to resolve this pa-
tient access dilemma. Secretary Leavitt's re-
sponse was, quite simply, inadequate. He
failed to address our specific concerns or pose
alterative remedies that would allow patients
continued access to IVIG treatment.

| urge CMS to reconsider its actions in this
case to ensure patient access to a necessary
and legitimate medical treatment.

——

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

ST. SAVA SERBIAN SINGING
FEDERATION
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker. | rise today in
honor and tribute to the 75th Anniversary of
the St. Sava Serbian Singing Federation, and
the local St. Sava Cathedral choir in Parma,
Ohio.

Vjajko Lugonja founded the Serbian Singing
Federation in 1931. His legend continues to
thrive in the voices of the singers today. On a
local and national level, the Singing Federa-
tion’s member choirs contribute their Serbian
cultural heritage through song and music. In
Ohio alone, there are six member choirs. The
group also boasts the largest collection of Ser-
bian music, contained in its library, featuring
the work of 96 Serbian composers.

The Serbian Singing Federation also sup-
ports local high school seniors trying to afford
college tuition through its Paul Bielich Scholar-
ships, given to multiple students for general
studies, as well as the Petar and Minnie
Sekulovich Scholarship awarded to a young
member of the choir who wishes to study
music in college.

In celebration of its 75th Anniversary, the
Serbian Singing Federation is hosting a con-
cert this Saturday, September 30, which will
feature not only its 40-member ensemble, but
also guest choirs, including the Kosovo Men’s
Choir of Cleveland and the Hamilton Ontario
Choir.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honoring the last 75 years of diversity the
St. Sava Serbian Singing Federation has
brought to Northeastern Ohio. They are an in-
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dispensable characteristic of Cleveland, and
the Serbian community is one of the many
groups that piece together this colorful city. By
artistically perpetuating their culture through
music, the choir offers a beautiful gift to all
people.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FOX NEWS CHAN-
NEL

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 10th anniversary of Fox News
Channel, which in celebration will present live
audience shows from various locations across
the country, including a live broadcast on Sep-
tember 22, 2006 from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas, Texas.

Fox News Channel brings fair and balanced
reporting to a national audience, and | am
proud that they chose to broadcast live from
one of Texas’ and the Nation’s premier institu-
tions of higher learning, Southern Methodist
University.

| would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press special recognition to Fox News Chan-
nel on the occasion of its 10th anniversary.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE
HONORABLE W. WILSON GOODE

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Honorable W. Wilson Goode,
2006 recipient of the Purpose Prize, a new
and exciting award by Civic Ventures that hon-
ors and promotes social entrepreneurs who
are age 60 or older. Over 1200 people com-
peted for five $100,000 gifts, creating publicity
and support for programs developed to ad-
dress society’s biggest challenges.

Wilson Goode, former Mayor of Philadel-
phia, left government in 1992 after earning a
Doctorate in Ministry, and moved into the non-
profit world. At age 62, he committed himself
to helping the seven million children in Amer-
ica who have one or both parents in jail, on
parole, or under state or federal supervision.
Research shows that without intervention, 70
percent of these children are likely to follow
their parents to jail. As Director of Amachi,
Wilson Goode has championed a proven
method of intervention, mentoring with a faith-
based recruitment strategy. He has rallied
pastors, particularly in the African-American
community, to engage their members. Today,
more than 240 programs in 48 states are con-
nected with Amachi, and have helped more
than 30,000 children.

Mr. Speaker, | also would like to commend
Civic Ventures, along with Purpose Prize, the
Atlantic  Philanthropies, and the John
Templeton Foundation, for their vision and
generosity in creating this important stimulus
for expanding citizen initiative for public good.
The Purpose Prize joins Experience Corps as
an important innovation by Civic Ventures, a
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nonprofit organization dedicated to generating
ideas and programs to help society achieve
the greatest return on the experience of older
adults. | believe these programs will help
transform society’s view of aging, and lead to
better investments in America’s greatest un-
tapped resource, which are experienced and
engaged older adults.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending
my heartfelt congratulations and appreciation
to Wilson Goode, and wish him continued suc-
cess.

———

IN MEMORY OF MONROE
SWEETLAND

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate and honor the life of Mon-
roe Sweetland, along with my colleagues ToM
LANTOS, ANNA ESHOO, and many other of
Monroe’s California friends.

The most important Oregonian most people
have never heard of passed away earlier this
month. Even though | knew Monroe would
soon be leaving us, and even had quite a
lucid farewell conversation with him shortly be-
fore, it’s still hard to believe that he is gone.

Here’s a man whose lifespan of active polit-
ical life stretched from the Hoover administra-
tion to George Bush the second. Monroe en-
gaged in every single important political de-
bate of our times from economics to foreign-
policy to civil rights: He was in Indonesia, dur-
ing the year of living dangerously; was one of
the most powerful men in Oregon during the
Truman administration as a Democratic na-
tional committeeman for a Democratic admin-
istration when every elected leader was Re-
publican; and, he had tremendous influence
on appointments and policy decisions from ju-
dicial appointments and personnel decisions to
policy direction. He was a journalist, an educa-
tor, and a politician but most of all a pas-
sionate advocate for making the world a better
place.

From the time | first met Monroe Sweetland
as a college student directing Oregon’s cam-
paign to lower the voting age, he was a
steady presence in my political life and devel-
opment. He always provided me good, sound
advice, gentle but firm encouragement and
tremendous support.

He knew everyone who had made a dif-
ference in his party for three quarters of a
century. Monroe earned the respect and affec-
tion of principled opponents, including Senator
Mark Hatfield who defeated Monroe when they
ran against each other for Oregon Secretary
of State in 1956. It was great to hear and feel
the respect these two Oregon giants had for
one another, and one hopes that someday
that can come back into fashion.

As recently as 1998, Monroe ran for the
State Senate mounting a close campaign
against Verne Duncan, a longtime incumbent.
To the end, Monroe conducted his campaign,
as his entire career, with civility and affection,
being able to point out differences with preci-
sion and civility that made people feel good
about politics.

Most of all, Monroe was tireless and effec-
tive. He was gentle and kind but resolute in
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