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Frank to trek to Central America to collect in-
sects for the movie’s famous cave scene.

Working as a park naturalist and natural-
areas supetrvisor for the Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recreation for 23
years, Frank managed resources and oper-
ations for more than 6,500 acres of county
parkland, sanctuaries, and open space. For
more than a decade, he also served on the
Los Angeles County Regional Planning Com-
mission’s Significant Ecological Areas Tech-
nical Advisory Committee where he provided
astute insights, wise counsel, and excellent
leadership.

Retiring from county government in 1994,
he began Frank Hovore & Associates, a bio-
logical consulting firm that provided planning
for parks, plant and animal surveys, environ-
mental education, and habitat conservation
plans. Consulting afforded Frank the time to
travel widely for research on New World bee-
tles deemed essential to forest ecosystems
worldwide.

Frank will be remembered as an honest, cu-
rious, and caring man who was generous with
his time and talents in order to protect the en-
vironment, to explore nature’s mysteries, and
to mentor others. His passing leaves a void in
the lives of many people, but his legacy will
live on forever through the contributions he
made to the world as a scientist, educator,
and environmentalist. Frank’s greatest role,
however, was as a father to his daughter,
Holly, and to his son, Tom.

With his passionate love of nature, and
keen intellect, Frank Hovore might have identi-
fied with Robert Frost when he said, “Two
roads diverged in a wood, and |—I took the
one less traveled by. And that has made all
the difference.” In an effort to understand the
insect world, Frank often took the road less
traveled. And he made a difference, a world of
difference.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
was excused from Washington on Thursday,
September 28, 2006, to attend a funeral in
Wisconsin. As a result, | was not recorded for
rollcall votes No. 495, No. 496, No. 497, No.
498, No. 499 and No. 500. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rolicall
No. 495, No. 496, No. 497, No. 498, No. 499
and No. 500.

———

CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of S. 3525, the Child and Family Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 2006. This legislation
reflects a bipartisan agreement developed by
the House Ways and Means Committee and
the Senate Finance Committee to reauthorize
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and improve important child welfare programs
under our jurisdictions.

Other bills might attract more media atten-
tion, but few are more important. This agree-
ment reflects our mutual interest in doing more
to ensure children are protected from harm.
To achieve this goal, the bill increases re-
sources for activities and services that will
help prevent child abuse and neglect from oc-
curring. But it also involves spending more in-
telligently and with greater accountability the
money we have previously committed for
these purposes.

For example, we know from numerous re-
ports and simple common sense that when
caseworkers visit children in foster care, chil-
dren are safer and more quickly placed in per-
manent homes. While most States agree that
children in foster care should be visited at
least once per month, there currently is no
consequence for States that fail to meet that
standard. Moreover, data suggest that most
States can’t even tell which foster children are
visited and how often. Very simply, these chil-
dren and the Federal taxpayers who support
these programs deserve much better.

The Child and Family Services Improvement
Act is designed to address this shortcoming by
requiring additional accountability. Specifically,
the legislation will require States to ensure
that, within 5 years, they can document case-
worker visits once a month to at least 900 per-
cent of foster children.

This is a significant step in the right direc-
tion. This legislation requires States to in-
crease child protection funding or risk losing
Federal funds. That's the right structure—con-
tinue today’s generous level of Federal sup-
port, but insist that States that don’t make the
grade contribute more of their own funds to
improve these programs.

This agreement will also target $145 million
over the next 5 years for preventing and treat-
ing parental substance abuse, including involv-
ing methamphetamines. This is an issue of
great concern to me because the State of
California, its Central Valley region, and Kern
County, which | represent, unfortunately have
significant levels of methamphetamine produc-
tion, use, and distribution.

The Child and Family Services Improvement
Act is good policy; it not only targets increased
resources for prevention, it also is fully paid
for, which protects taxpayers. Thus, it is not
surprising that numerous groups including
Catholic Charities, the Center for Law and So-
cial Policy, Lutheran Social Services, and the
National Congress of American Indians, have
endorsed this important legislation.

Finally, | would like to thank Ways and
Means Human Resources Subcommittee
Chairman WALLY HERGER and Ranking Mem-
ber JiM MCDERMOTT, and Senate Finance
Committee Chairman CHARLES GRASSLEY and
Ranking Member MAX BAucus for their hard
work on this legislation. Accordingly, | ask my
colleagues to support this legislation and send
it to the President’s desk without delay.

September 29, 2006

INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
RESTORATION ACT OF 2006

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, 16
years ago, a bipartisan Congress took signifi-
cant steps to break down the physical and so-
cietal barriers that for far too long kept dis-
abled Americans from fully participating in all
aspects of American life. Prior to the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990, commonly
known as the ADA, disabled Americans were
subjected to false stereotypes, experienced
discrimination in almost all aspects of society,
and were relegated to a form of second class
citizenship.

The ADA changed this by restoring the full
meaning of equal protection under the law and
all the promises that our Nation has to offer.
Through the ADA and its broad protections
from discrimination in employment, State and
local government programs and services,
places of public accommodation and services
provided by private entities, transportation,
and telecommunication services, disabled citi-
zens have experienced increased opportuni-
ties, higher graduation rates, higher employ-
ment rates and lower rates of poverty. Be-
cause of this landmark civil rights law, dis-
abled American citizens no longer live in isola-
tion but live as independent, self sufficient
members of our communities.

However, beginning in 1999, through a tril-
ogy of cases beginning with Sutton v. United
Airlines, Inc., the Supreme Court has slowly
chipped away at the broad protections of the
ADA and has created a new set of barriers for
disabled Americans. An oversight hearing held
by the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the
Constitution revealed that certain decisions of
the Supreme Court have actually worked to
exclude millions of disabled Americans from
the ADA’s protections, the very citizens that
Congress expressly sought to include within
the scope of the Act in 1990.

The impact of these decisions is such that
disabled Americans can be discriminated
against by their employers because of their
conditions, but they are not considered dis-
abled enough by our Federal courts to invoke
the protections of the ADA. This is unaccept-
able.

The bipartisan legislation that | am intro-
ducing today will enable disabled Americans
utilizing the ADA to focus on the discrimination
that they have experienced rather than having
to first prove that they fall within the scope of
the ADA’s protection. With this bill, the ADA’s
“clear and comprehensive national mandate
for the elimination of discrimination on the
basis of disability” will be properly restored
and the ADA can rightfully reclaim its place
among our Nation’s civil rights laws.

——

TRIBUTE TO MS. VIRGINIA DAY
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Virginia M. Day of Altoona, Penn-
sylvania, who will receive the 2006 John Riley
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Human Relations Service Award on October
25, 2006. This distinguished honor is awarded
annually by the Pennsylvania Human Rela-
tions Commission “to the person who has per-
formed outstanding and meritorious service to
[the] community through personal efforts by
enhancing the dignity and worth of its citi-
zens.” This award is given in memory of the
late Big John Riley, who dedicated his time
and efforts for the advancement of the Penn-
sylvania Human Relations Commission.

Just as Big John Riley gave to the commu-
nity during his time, Virginia Day too works
tirelessly, in various capacities. As the Man-
ager of Evergreen Manors, since 1983, Vir-
ginia has been working hard for companies
like Improved Dwellings for Altoona, Inc. She
has also been involved with organizations
such as the YMCA, the Altoona Housing Au-
thority, the City of Altoona with Community
Education and Training Agency, and ENCORE
court advocates for youth. Through her efforts,
Virginia has helped improve the lives of the
citizens of the Altoona community.

To cite each individual accomplishment and
contribution that Virginia has been a part of
would be nearly impossible. Her involvement
in the community over the years has been im-
measurable and certainly in the spirit of the
late Big John Riley. Miss Virginia Day has
selflessly dedicated herself to the Altoona
area, and we are all very grateful for her effort
toward positive enrichment of the community,
as she has certainly deserved this distin-
guished honor.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
ASTRONAUT JOSEPH TANNER

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the achievements of NASA as-
tronaut, Joseph Tanner for his outstanding
service to his country in the name of space
exploration, including his recent mission to the
International Space Station on the Space
Shuttle Atlantis.

Joseph Tanner was born in lllinois in 1950
and graduated from Danville High School in
Danville, lllinois in 1968. He pursued a me-
chanical engineering degree from the Univer-
sity of lllinois graduating in 1973 with a Bach-
elor of Science degree. Upon graduation, Mr.
Tanner joined the Navy where he earned his
pilot wings in 1975 before serving as an A-7E
pilot with the Light Attack Squadron 94 aboard
the U.S.S. Coral Sea. He finished his active
service with the Navy as an advanced jet in-
structor pilot with Training Squadron 4 in Pen-
sacola, Florida.

In 1984, Mr. Tanner began working for the
NASA Johnson Space Center as an aero-
space engineer and research pilot. His primary
flying responsibilities involved teaching the as-
tronaut pilots Space Shuttle landing tech-
niques in the Shuttle Training Aircraft and in-
structing the pilots and mission specialists in
the T-38. In addition to his flying duties, Mr.
Tanner held positions as the aviation safety
officer, the head of the pilot section, and the
Deputy Chief of Aircraft Operations Division. In
total, Mr. Tanner has accumulated an impres-
sive no less than 8,862 hours in military and
NASA aircraft.
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Selected as an astronaut candidate by
NASA in March 1992, Mr. Tanner reported to
the Astronaut Office in August 1992 where he
completed one year of initial training and
worked in the Shuttle Avionics Integration Lab-
oratory before being assigned to his first mis-
sion. Mr. Tanner also served as part of the
Astronaut Support Personnel team at the Ken-
nedy Space Center, supporting Space Shuttle
launches and landings. Throughout his NASA
career, Mr. Tanner has participated in four
space flight missions.

The most recent space flight Mr. Tanner
flew on was STS-115, the Space Shuttle
Atlantis. Atlantis launched on September 9,
2006 with six crew members to continue con-
struction on the International Space Station.
The 12 day mission included several space
walks to construct crucial components to en-
sure the future of the International Space Sta-
tion, including the installation of two solar ar-
rays to assist the station in generating power.
Mr. Tanner performed two space walks on this
particular mission, bringing his total number of
space walks to seven. Atlantis landed in Flor-
ida at the Kennedy Shuttle Landing Facility on
September 21, 2006 in the early morning. The
Space Shuttle Atlantis accomplished its mis-
sion of delivering the first major new compo-
nent to the International Space Station since
2002 and laid important groundwork for up-
coming station construction.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the crew of the Space Shuttle Atlantis
and especially to astronaut, Joseph Tanner.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BISHOP-
ELECT MITCHELL G. TAYLOR

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Bishop- Elect Mitchell G. Taylor. The
Senior Pastor of the Center of Hope Inter-
national and the Founder and President of the
East River Development Alliance, Reverend
Taylor has dedicated his life to serving his
community, which includes Queensbridge
Houses, the largest public housing complex on
the North American continent, as well as the
Ravenswood, Astoria and Woodside public
housing developments. Reverend Taylor will
be consecrated a Bishop in an Episcopal cere-
mony to be conducted next month in East
Elmhurst, New York.

Reverend Taylor has rightly earned national
renown for his work to improve the quality of
life for residents of public housing. He is also
the author of Unbroken Promises, a work of-
fering an inspirational and optimistic message
of trust, faith, and hope for a better future. As
the Senior Pastor at the Center of Hope Inter-
national, a non-denominational church found-
ed by his father more than four decades ago,
he has overseen the Center's Victory After-
School program serving hundreds of school
children and the Bread of Life Food Pantry,
which has fed thousands of hungry families.

Reverend Taylor has been invited to deliver
his inspirational message in lectures and
speeches around the United States. Because
of his leadership on issues involving public
housing, he has been profiled in our nation’s
paper of record, The New York Times, and
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dubbed the “Preacher in the Hood” by the
CBS television network.

In order to more effectively serve his com-
munity, Reverend Taylor helped found the
East River Development Alliance, or “ERDA”.
Working in close collaboration with govern-
ment officials, tenant groups, parent-teacher
associations, houses of worship, nonprofits,
and other community organizations, ERDA
has scored remarkable successes in expand-
ing economic opportunities for the 30,000 resi-
dents in the surrounding community. ERDA
also offers financial literacy and home owner-
ship programs, enhanced extracurricular activi-
ties for local youth, college preparatory class-
es, free GED and computer courses, and job
training and placement initiatives. With Rev-
erend Mitchell’s leadership, a neighborhood
coalition was formed that undertook a suc-
cessful campaign to attract a bank to the com-
munity.

In addition to his extraordinary and selfless
service to his community, Reverend Taylor is
a loving family man dedicated to his wife Bar-
bara and their two children Telisha and Mitch-
ell, Jr. They live in the Long Island City neigh-
borhood to which he has devoted himself, and
which he has called home for forty years.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of his meri-
torious and selfless service to his community,
| ask that my distinguished colleagues join me
in congratulating Reverend Mitchell G. Taylor
on his elevation to Bishop and in paying trib-
ute to his enormous contributions to civic life.

HONORING MICHAEL PARENT
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Michael Parent of Eu-
reka, California, who is being honored for his
contribution to one of our nation’s most pre-
cious rights—participation in the political sys-
tem. Mr. Parent is being recognized for his
outstanding contributions to the political proc-
ess by the Humboldt County Democratic Cen-
tral Committee as “Democrat of the Year,
2006.” His commitment to the preservation of
our political liberty is worthy of appreciation
and recognition.

Mike Parent has had a long and distin-
guished career as an employee of the Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry, serving as a
Forestry Logistics Officer for over 29 years.
During his tenure he helped to coordinate
emergency response to wildland fires through-
out the state. He was an exemplary employee
and valued for his tenacity, organizational
skills and commitment to duty.

Mr. Parent has exemplified the model citizen
as an active volunteer and member of numer-
ous local organizations. He served as Presi-
dent of the Fortuna Kiwanis Club and Presi-
dent of the Board of the North Coast Big
Brothers/Big Sisters of Eureka. He worked
tirelessly for these organizations and helped to
improve his community and the lives of many
young people. He was also a member and
served as chairman of the Humboldt County
Democratic Central Committee for five years.
During his tenure he re-energized the Commit-
tee’s community activities and public events
and helped to grow the membership.
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