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Mr. Parent is a native of Ohio, the oldest of 

14 children. He is married to Barbara Ellis and 
father to Adam Parent, Ryan Nichols and 
Kevin and Melissa Ellis. Though retired from 
state service, he continues to offer his 
logistical expertise for national disasters 
through the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time to 
recognize Michael Parent for his leadership 
and commitment to his community and to the 
people of the state of California. I would like 
to add my voice to that of the Humboldt Coun-
ty Democratic Club in offering thanks to Mike 
for his hard work. 
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IN HONOR OF ANN RICHARDS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of the late Ann Rich-
ards who passed away on September 14th. I 
had the pleasure to meet Ms. Richards on one 
of her visits to Minnesota. A true inspiration to 
others, she will be remembered for her leader-
ship, strength, charisma and humor as well as 
her lifelong commitment to public service. 

As a member of the Democratic Party, Ms. 
Richards began her political career as Travis 
County Commissioner from 1977 until 1981. In 
1982, she successfully ran a statewide cam-
paign for Texas State Treasurer and became 
the first woman elected to statewide office in 
50 years. In 1988, Ms. Richards gained na-
tional attention when she delivered the key-
note address at the Democratic National Con-
vention in Atlanta, Georgia. 

After two terms as State Treasurer, in 1990, 
Ms. Richards ran a successful campaign for 
Governor of Texas, and served as Chief Offi-
cer of the Lone Star State from 1991–1995. 
During her tenure as Governor, she worked 
tirelessly to eliminate gender barriers, revi-
talize the Texas economy, and decentralize 
control over education policy. She valued di-
versity, appointing the largest number of 
women and minorities to state boards and 
commissioners of any Texas governor up until 
that time. An idealistic, strong woman with a 
witty personality, Governor Richards con-
nected with Texans and people across the 
United States. 

Unfortunately, in 1994, she lost a close re- 
election for Governor against Texas baseball 
owner, George W. Bush. Following her term 
as Governor, Ms. Richards continued her 
dedication to public service. She was a senior 
advisor to the communications firm Public 
Strategies, Inc. in Austin and New York, as 
well as a senior advisor with a Washington, 
DC-based, international law firm. Ms. Richards 
also served on several corporate boards and 
taught classes at Brandeis University and the 
University of Texas-Austin. 

I extend my thoughts and prayers to her 
four children, and eight grandchildren. Gov-
ernor Ann Richards was a loving mother and 
devoted public servant. She will be remem-
bered and honored in the highest regard. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the life of Governor Ann Richards. 

CONGRATULATING KENYA RAY 
FROM PROVISO EAST HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I express congratulations 
to Ms. Kenya Ray for her outstanding achieve-
ment in the area of screenwriting. 

I also applaud the initiative by Scenarios 
USA and their collaborative partners, BET and 
the Kaiser Family Foundation, in creating a 
national story and script writing contest that at-
tracted 500 youth across America who ad-
dressed issues dealing with the topics ‘‘What’s 
the Real Deal, on Growing Up in the Age of 
AIDS?’’ 

I am filled with pride that one of my constitu-
ents developed the award-winning script—a 
story about three young women trying to sur-
vive and sustain themselves amidst an envi-
ronment filled with danger and pain. I am anx-
ious to read Kenya’s story about these three 
women creating and maintaining strong and 
lasting bonds with each other and members of 
their families. Our community needs real sto-
ries that show real heroes conquering adver-
sity and having happy and healthy lives. 

I also want to commend the village of May-
wood for supporting this project and I look for-
ward to professional film-makers shooting foot-
age in the Maywood community. I am de-
lighted that Kenya will work directly with pro-
fessionals in making her script ‘‘come alive.’’ 
Furthermore, it is exciting to realize that Ken-
ya’s feelings and perceptions will be seen on 
BET next February and will be shared with 
young people across America via Rap-It-Up 
curriculum kits promoted through cable in the 
classroom. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 46th anniversary of the Republic 
of Cyprus. It was on October 1, 1960, that Cy-
prus became an independent republic after 
decades of British colonial rule. 

I am very fortunate and privileged to rep-
resent Astoria, Queens—one of the largest 
and most vibrant communities of Greek and 
Cypriot Americans in this country. Among my 
greatest pleasures as a Member of Congress 
are participating in the life of this community 
and the wonderful and vital Cypriot friends that 
I have come to know. 

As a full-fledged member of the European 
Union, Cyprus is playing a vital role in Euro-
pean affairs while also strengthening relations 
with the United States. Last year, the United 
States and the Republic of Cyprus signed a 
reciprocal Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) 
Ship Boarding Agreement, which is aimed at 
preventing the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction. Cyprus was the first EU 
member to sign this agreement. 

Unfortunately, the commemoration of Cy-
prus’ Independence Day this year, as in the 
past, is clouded by the fact that Cyprus con-
tinues to be illegally occupied by the Turkish 
military forces, in violation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. On July 20, 1974, Turkey 
invaded Cyprus, and to this day continues to 
maintain an estimated 35,000 heavily armed 
troops. The peaceful and cooperative spirit in 
the person-to-person, family-to-family inter-
actions between Greek Cypriots and Turkish 
Cypriots is an encouraging sign for the suc-
cessful reunification of Cyprus. However, it is 
time for Turkey to remove its troops from the 
island so that Cyprus can move forward as 
one nation. I remain hopeful that an end to 
this division will be achieved. 

I believe that the United States must play an 
active role in the resolution of the serious 
issues facing Cyprus. Cyprus and the United 
States share a deep and abiding commitment 
to democracy, human rights, free markets, and 
the ideal and practice of equal justice under 
the law. Despite the hardships and trauma 
caused by the ongoing Turkish occupation, 
Cyprus has registered remarkable economic 
growth, and the people living in the Govern-
ment-controlled areas enjoy one of the world’s 
highest standards of living. 

I also want to commend Cyprus for its crit-
ical support in helping citizens from many na-
tions including the United States as they evac-
uated from Lebanon earlier this year. 

The relationship between Cyprus and the 
United States is strong and enduring, and we 
stand together celebrating democracy and 
freedom. 
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RECOGNIZING ‘‘COMCAST CARES 
DAY 2006’’ IN MIAMI-DADE COUN-
TY, FLORIDA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the sixth 
annual Comcast Cares Day in Miami-Dade 
County on October 7, 2006. Several hundred 
dedicated Comcast employees and their fami-
lies will join together to help the children of our 
South Florida community. Nationwide, over 
30,000 Comcast employees will take part in 
hundreds of projects that are vital community 
service contributions. 

This year, Comcast employees are donating 
their time to His House Children’s Home. This 
exceptional program cares for South Florida 
children who have been abused, exposed to 
drugs, or neglected by offering them a home 
environment. In addition, His House provides 
necessary counseling and health care. And 
His House provides these services to over 200 
local children in foster care. 

Comcast employees will use this day to 
spend time with the children in the residential 
program and perform needed upkeep and 
maintenance on the residential building and 
surrounding grounds. The dedication to serv-
ice exhibited by local Comcast employees and 
their families should serve as an inspiration to 
all the residents of South Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to offer this state-
ment declaring October 7, ‘‘Comcast Cares 
Day 2006.’’ 

October 6, 2006 
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RECOGNIZING GYNECOLOGIC 
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 473, a resolution recognizing September 
as the seventh annual Gynecologic Cancer 
Awareness Month. I and 74 of my colleagues 
have co-sponsored this resolution. We firmly 
believe that raising public awareness, detect-
ing gynecological cancers early, and educating 
women to the risk of reproductive tract can-
cers are powerful methods with which to com-
bat this disease. 

The Gynecological Cancer Foundation 
(GCF) seeks to promote these important goals 
by leading the Gynecological Cancer Aware-
ness Month events and through the Founda-
tion’s work year-round. I commend the GCF 
for it efforts and accomplishments to date. I 
congratulate the GCF on the occasion of its 
15th anniversary. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) reports that 27,000 of 71,000 
women diagnosed with gynecological cancers 
succumbed to their diseases during 2002. 
Uterine cancer is the most common among 
women today. Ovarian cancer is the most 
deadly. Cervical cancer, for instance, was a 
leading cause of death for American women. 
But medical advances and early detection ef-
forts during the last 40 years have significantly 
increased a woman’s chances of surviving it. 
But a revealing 2005 GCF poll showed that 45 
percent of American women could not name a 
single symptom common to gynecological can-
cers. Clearly, more must be done here. 

Through awareness, early detection, edu-
cation and better treatment we can make 
more progress toward increasing survival rates 
for women at risk for or diagnosed with gyne-
cological cancers. The passage of H. Con. 
Res. 437 will help improve the rate of early 
detection of these cancers. The passage of H. 
Con. Res. 437 will also help to save lives. 
Lastly, the adoption of H. Con. Res. 473 will 
help bolster gynecological cancers education 
and research. Taken together, these actions 
will help researchers and physicians discover 
better treatments and ultimately a cure for 
these debilitating cancers. 

Raising awareness and early detection cou-
pled with better education and treatment pro-
grams for women who suffer from gyneco-
logical cancers is of particular concern to my 
constituents. Guam does not have an 
oncologist. Most oncology services are thou-
sands of miles away in Hawaii or on the main-
land. Adequate care and information regarding 
gynecological cancers are similarly inacces-
sible for women from other isolated or rural 
communities across America. They are at par-
ticular risk. We must do more to help them. 

I was among thousands of people who 
stood at the Reflecting Pool on the West front 
of the U.S. Capitol to honor cancer survivors 
and mourn the loss of those who succumbed 
to the disease last week. Attendees were in-
vited to light a candle in memory of survivors 
and victims of cancer. Each candle rep-
resented a person’s battle, a family’s grief, 
and a community’s struggle. I memorialized 
Guam’s cancer survivors and victims in this 

way. This Ceremony of Hope was an emo-
tional display of strength and optimism. But 
the sight of a sea of candles flickering before 
us was also a disturbing testimony to the loss 
and heartbreak associated with this dreadful 
disease. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 473. I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to urge the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee to report H.R. 1245, the 
Cancer Education and Awareness Act. H.R. 
1245 enjoys the support of 256 members of 
this body. The bill is colloquially known as 
Johanna’s Law, named in memory of Johanna 
Silver Gordon, who lost her life to a battle with 
ovarian cancer which was not diagnosed until 
it had reached an advanced stage. Johanna’s 
Law would make education and outreach on 
gynecological cancers an ongoing effort and a 
national priority. The House should have an 
opportunity to vote on this bill. Together, H. 
Con. Res. 473 and H.R. 1245 would do much 
to raise awareness and improve early detec-
tion of gynecological cancers while facilitating 
better education and treatment programs for 
women who suffer from gynecological can-
cers. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 46TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, July 4th each 
year, Americans young and old, of every eth-
nicity and political persuasion, unite in our 
celebration of our Nation’s independence. We 
proudly stand and honor our democratic ideals 
and the liberty we all enjoy. It is a day to re-
flect on our shared history and remember 
those who have sacrificed their lives to ensure 
our freedom. 

For the citizens of the Republic of Cyprus, 
July 4th is just another day on the calendar. 
But on October 1st each year, they celebrate 
their independence, which was attained in 
1960 after decades of British colonial rule. 

I want to offer my sincerest congratulations 
to the Cypriot people on the 46th anniversary 
of their independence. 

I also want to reaffirm the strong and endur-
ing relationship between Cyprus and the 
United States. Over the past few decades, Cy-
prus and the United States have established 
close political, economic and social ties, devel-
oping a valued friendship. Cypriots and Ameri-
cans alike share a deep and abiding commit-
ment to democracy, fundamental human 
rights, free markets, and the ideal and practice 
of equal justice under the law. 

As the Republic of Cyprus celebrates its 
46th Independence Day, I share the Cypriots’ 
joy for and love of their nation, a prosperous 
and open society based on solid foundations. 
The celebration of this anniversary is an op-
portunity for the United States and Cyprus to 
draw closer together as we stand united in our 
resolve to fight the ongoing battle against ter-
rorism and to promote the spread of freedom 
and democracy around the world. As we move 
forward, I am confident that our friendship will 
continue well into the future. 

IN APPRECIATION OF MS. ELAINE 
MAR, SUPERVISOR OF THE 
WORLD TRADE CENTER DNA 
IDENTIFICATION UNIT OF THE 
NEW YORK CITY OFFICE OF 
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor a constituent of mine, forensic scientist 
Elaine Mar. Ms. Mar is the retiring Supervisor 
of the World Trade Center DNA Identification 
Unit of the New York City Office of Chief Med-
ical Examiner [OCME]. 

For 41⁄2 years, she has shown extraordinary 
leadership and made a commitment to public 
service far above and beyond the call of duty. 
She has remained fully dedicated to putting 
names to the innocent victims of 9/11 and al-
lowing their return to their families so that they 
may be laid to rest with dignity and love. She 
has been the quintessential ‘‘behind the 
scenes’’ hero. 

On the morning of September 11, Elaine 
was flying from New York’s Laguardia airport 
to San Francisco, which was grounded in St. 
Louis as a result of the attacks that day. When 
she returned to New York she was detailed by 
the Medical Examiner to the lab, helping clear 
the decks of the rape and homicide case work 
that is the normal business of the OCME. But 
by late November, she was part of the team 
working to identify over 20,600 human re-
mains of 2,749 people who died in Manhattan. 
By December, she was the lead supervisor of 
that team, and has continued in that role well 
into 2006. 

Although I am told that she never sought 
managerial advancement, Elaine was a gifted 
leader under the most incredible of pressures. 
Many professional forensic scientists have left 
this project. Some have found the work so 
heartbreaking that they have left the profes-
sion altogether. Despite the staggering weight 
of her task, Elaine has always been wholly 
dedicated to the identification effort; for the 
first three full years she could almost always 
be found still at her desk at 11, midnight or 1 
a.m. On more than one occasion, she worked 
straight through the night on a complicated 
DNA identification, surprising colleagues when 
they arrived in the morning. Elaine Mar has 
been the only person who has worked on 
identifying—quite literally—truckloads of frag-
mented human life for nearly the entire time 
since we were attacked. 

Partly because of her humble approach to 
her responsibilities, only a few people appre-
ciate how many of those killed have been 
identified solely because of Elaine Mar’s faith-
ful and steadfast commitment to the victims 
and their families. She has led her team by 
example, showing a professionalism and self-
less citizenship that inspires those around her. 
On the few occasions where recognition for 
the work of her team has been given, she has 
put forward one of her subordinates to accept 
the thanks of a grateful city. However, I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly thank 
Ms. Mar for all the work she has done for a 
grateful city and nation. I wish her well as she 
makes a new life for herself in Michigan. 

October 6, 2006 
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