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that people could practice religion as they saw
fit, but also to prevent government from med-
dling in organized religion. Those who seek to
expand religious expression by allowing the
government to participating in it do great harm
to the religious and non-religious.

———
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Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the life and contributions of
a tremendous community advocate, Armando
Perez.

For over 30 years, Armando Perez was an
outspoken advocate who championed the
rights of the Lower East Side’s poor and work-
ing class. Armando was the co-founder, and
Artistic Director of CHARAS/EI Bohio Cultural
and Community Center—a building in our
community which recently received landmark
status as it embodied the spirit of the neigh-
borhood’s history of organizing and grassroots
activism—Iargely due to the work and dedica-
tion of Mr. Perez.

Armando was a true champion and leader
within our community. Not only was he a
Democratic district leader for his neighbor-
hood, but he was also a tireless community
activist on multiple fronts. Armando can be
credited with helping to lead the fight to pre-
serve the character and history of the Lower
East Side—and succeeding.

Those that had the honor of working along-
side Armando, and knowing him on a personal
level, remember him for both his strong sense
of honesty and for his humor. Many were in-
spired by the feelings of trust he instilled in
others, the passion he had for the pursuit of
justice, and the encouragement he offered to
all in fighting for the betterment of our commu-
nity.

Mr. Perez spent his lifetime helping others,
especially the poor and working class. His
commitment, contributions and leadership are
now engrained in the Lower East Side. In
honor of Armando’s work and dedication to
our community, a local street, E. Ninth, will be
renamed for him. This is a small token of ap-
preciation for all that Mr. Perez gave to our
community—but one that will be recognized
for generations to come, keeping his memory
alive and vibrant throughout our neighborhood.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | rise with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
honor the life and contributions of Armando
Perez—a true, champion.

CONGRATULATING JAMES T.
CASSIDY, MD, ON HIS MEDICAL
CAREER AND OUTSTANDING
SERVICE

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the career of a great Missou-
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rian, a physician who has practiced for years
in my home town of Columbia, MO. He literally
wrote the book on pediatric rheumatology, and
has provided outstanding health care over a
distinguished medical career. He is being hon-
ored at the Cassidy Symposium at the Univer-
sity of Missouri School of Medicine on October
7, 2006.

Dr. Cassidy is an outstanding pediatric
rheumatologist, well-known nationally and
internationally. He has been a leader in the
field of rheumatology for over 40 years and a
founding member of many of the subspecialty
organizations.

Dr. Cassidy was born in 1920 in Oil City,
PA, and received both his undergraduate and
medical education at the University of Michi-
gan. He completed 2 years of active duty in
the U.S. Navy and 7 years in the Naval Re-
serve. He returned to the University of Michi-
gan to complete his residency in Intellectual
Medicine and a rheumatology fellowship in the
Rackham Arthritis Research Unit under the
mentorship of Drs. Roseman and Johnson. He
went on to the faculty in 1963 and worked his
way up the ranks, becoming Professor of Intel-
lectual Medicine and Pediatrics in 1974. In
1984 he was recruited as Professor and Chair
of Pediatrics at Creighton University School of
Medicine in Omaha, NE, and then 4 years
later as professor in the Department of Child
Health and Internal Medicine and Chief of Pe-
diatric Rheumatology at the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia. He became emeritus in 1996
and continued to staff his arthritis clinics until
this year.

He is a Diplomate of both the American
Board of Internal Medicine and the American
Board of Pediatrics and their respective
rheumatology sub-boards.

He has received many honors and awards
including Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Omega
Alpha, Excellence in Education Award from
the University of Missouri SOM, National Serv-
ice Citation from the Arthritis Foundation, and
Master of the American College of
Rheumatology (ACR). He is a member of a
number of prestigious organizations including
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American College of Physicians, the American
College of Rheumatology, the British Society
of Rheumatology, the American Pediatric Soci-
ety and the Society of Pediatric Research.

He has served the academic and the
rheumatology community admirably with serv-
ice on numerous committees including as a
Founding Member of the Council on Pediatric
Rheumatology of the ACR and Chair of the
Academic Pediatric Rheumatology Blue Rib-
bon Committee, the BOD of the Arthritis Foun-
dation and the first Executive Committee of
the American Juvenile Arthritis Organization,
and Chair of the Executive Committee for the
American Academy of Pediatrics.

Through Dr. Cassidy’s efforts, the Missouri
Department of Health established the Juvenile
Arthritis Care Coordination Program in 1993 to
help families obtain family-centered, commu-
nity based, coordinated care for children diag-
nosed with juvenile arthritis.

Along with Drs. Brewer and Kredich, he was
instrumental in the development of the
Subboard of Pediatric Rheumatology and the
acceptance of educational training programs in
Pediatric Rheumatology by the American
Council of Graduate Medical Education.

He has published over 150 manuscripts and
book chapters and is the founding author of
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the “Textbook of Pediatric Rheumatology”
now in its fifth Edition and the leading textbook
in the field. He is a frequent invited speaker,
having addressed audiences all over the
world.

In summary, he is the consummate acad-
emician and a founding member of pediatric
rheumatology as a recognized subspecialty.
He is a great American, he has treated my
constituents and their children with dedication
and sympathy, and | am grateful they have
brought his distinguished career to my atten-
tion. | congratulate Dr. Cassidy on his many
successes, and wish him well in his future en-
deavors.
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, Carolyn Tate,
UAW Retired Workers International Rep-
resentative, was born in Freeport, lllinois, on
June 23, 1945. Only daughter of James and
Vinnie Arnold she also has three brothers,
James Arnold, Jr., Columbus, Ohio, David Ar-
nold, Cincinnati, Ohio and Eddie Arnold, Oak-
land, California. Carolyn moved to Oakland,
California in 1958. She met and married
Bennie Tate, Jr. in December 1964, and had
three children, Steven, Karen, and Tracy Tate.
She has one grandson Steven M. Tate and a
second grandson on the way.

Carolyn attended Berkeley High School,
Berkeley California, and graduated in June of
1963. Continued her education by attending
Merritt College, Oakland, California, and re-
ceived her Associate in Arts Degree, Liberal
Arts Studies in June 1980. Being aware of the
importance of continuing her learning experi-
ence in 2001 Carolyn was accorded senior
status at Cal State University, Long Beach,
where she intends to pursue a B.A. Degree in
her new role as a retiree.

Carolyn’s work and professional experi-
ences are quite interesting to follow. In her
search for short term employment she inter-
viewed with General Motors Part Depot in
September 1973. Interesting to note, that job
led to 33 years of service with the UAWand
General Motors. Her plant closed and she re-
located to Sparks, Nevada in 1980. She im-
mediately became involved with UAW Local
1262 and became the Financial Secretary of
the Local and held that elected position for 12
years. In 1988, she implemented the first V-
CAP check-off drive in the GM facility which
Tripled Local 2162’s contributions to the
UAW’s V—CAP regional program.

Remembering having heard UAW President
Walter Reuther’s old saying that there was a
definite connection between the ballot box and
collective bargaining, she decided to become
very active in the Democratic party of Nevada.
During the party activities led her to hold var-
ious positions which included Washoe County
Registrar from 1986 to 1992. It was in Nevada
that Carolyn, not only became an extremely
active UAW Local Union officer, but she also
began to be more deeply involved in commu-
nity activities making her a committed activist
for social change. In 1989, UAW leadership
noticed this active Local union official and was
appointed by Vice-President Stephen P.
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