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be 100,000. Taking the same figure as for 
death benefits, the total cost would be $1 bil-
lion, or four days’ cost of the war. The domi-
nant voice in this process should be that of 
Iraq itself, but in supplying the funds the 
United States could reasonably insist on the 
creation of a quasi-independent body, com-
posed of both Iraqis and respected foreigners, 
perhaps operating under the umbrella of an 
internationally recognized organization such 
as the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies or the World 
Health Organization, to assess and distribute 
compensation. 

In the meantime, a respected international 
body should be appointed to process the 
claims of, and pay compensation to, those 
Iraqis who have been tortured (as defined by 
the Geneva Conventions) or who have suf-
fered long-term imprisonment. The Depart-
ment of Defense admits that approximately 
3,200 people have been held for longer than a 
year, and more than 700 for longer than two 
years, most of them without charge, a clear 
violation of the treasured American right of 
habeas corpus. The number actually sub-
jected to torture remains unknown, but it is 
presumed to include a significant portion of 
those incarcerated. Unfortunately, there ex-
ists no consensus, legal or otherwise, on how 
victims of state-sponsored torture should be 
compensated, and so it is not currently pos-
sible to estimate the cost of such a program. 
Given that this is uncharted legal territory, 
we should probably explore it morally and 
politically to find a measure of justifiable 
compensation. The very act of assessing 
damages—perhaps somewhat along the lines 
of the South African Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission—would, in and of itself, be 
a part of the healing process. 

America should also offer—not directly but 
through suitable international or nongovern-
mental organizations—a number of further 
financial inducements to Iraq’s recovery. 
These might include fellowships for the 
training of lawyers, judges, journalists, so-
cial workers, and other civil-affairs workers. 
Two days’ cost of the current war, or $500 
million, would ably fund such an effort. 

In addition, assistance to ‘‘grass roots’’ or-
ganizations and professional societies could 
help encourage the return to Iraq of the 
thousands of skilled men and women who 
left in the years following the first Gulf war. 
Relocation allowance and supplementary 
pay might be administered by the Iraqi engi-
neers’ union. Medical practitioners might re-
ceive grants through the medical associa-
tion. Teachers might be courted by the 
teachers’ union or the Ministry of Edu-
cation. Assuming that some 10,000 skilled 
workers could be enticed to return for, say, 
an average of $50,000, this would represent a 
cost to the American taxpayer of $500 mil-
lion. Roughly two days’ cost of the war 
would be a very small price to pay to restore 
the health and vigor of Iraqi society and to 
improve America’s reputation throughout 
the world. 

We should also encourage the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, and similarly estab-
lished and proven nongovernmental organi-
zations to help with the rebirth of an Iraqi 
public-health system by rebuilding hospitals 
and clinics. One reason for turning to re-
spected international organizations to super-
vise this program is that when the CPA un-
dertook the task, funds were squandered. 

At last count, some seventeen years ago 
Iraq possessed an impressive health-care in-
frastructure: 1,055 health centers, 58 health 
centers with beds, 135 general hospitals, and 
52 specialized hospitals. Many of these facili-
ties were badly damaged by a decade of sanc-
tions and by the recent warfare and looting. 
If we assume that fully half of Iraq’s hos-
pitals and health centers need to be rebuilt, 

the overall outlay can be estimated at $250 
million, one day’s cost of the current war. 
Equipment might cost a further $170 million. 
These figures, based on a study prepared for 
the United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals project, throw into sharp relief the dis-
appointing results of the American ‘‘effort’’: 
one American firm, Parsons Corporation, has 
been investigated for having taken a gen-
erous ‘‘cost plus’’ contract to rebuild 142 
clinics at a cost of $200 million; although the 
company put in for and collected all the 
money, only twenty clinics were built. 

Estimating the cost of staffing these facili-
ties is more complicated. Theoretically, Iraq 
has a highly professional, well-trained, rea-
sonably large corps of health workers at all 
levels. Yet many of these people left the 
country in the years following the 1991 war. 
The Iraqi Health Ministry has estimated 
that about 3,000 registered doctors left Iraq 
during the first two years of the American 
occupation. Hopefully these workers will re-
turn to Iraq once the occupation and the in-
surgency have ended, but even if they do so, 
younger replacements for them need to be 
trained. The UNMDG study suggests that the 
training period for specialists is about eight 
years; for general practitioners, five years; 
and for various technicians and support per-
sonnel, three years. We suggest that a train-
ing program for a select number, say 200 gen-
eral practitioners and 100 advanced special-
ists, be carried out under the auspices of the 
World Health Organization or Médecins Sans 
Frontières, especially given that some of 
this training will have to be done in Europe 
or America. Even if the estimated cost of 
building and equipping hospitals turned out 
to be five times too low, even if the Amer-
ican government had to cover the bulk of 
salaries and operating costs for the next four 
years, and even if additional hospitals had to 
be built to care for Iraqis wounded or made 
ill by the invasion and occupation, the total 
cost would still be under $5 billion. It is so-
bering to think that the maximum cost of 
rebuilding Iraq’s public-health system would 
amount to less than what we spend on the 
occupation every twenty days. 

The monetary cost of the basic set of pro-
grams outline roughly $7.25 billion. The cost 
of the ‘‘second tier’’ programs cannot be as 
accurately forecast, but the planning and 
implementation of these is likely to cost 
somewhere in the vicinity of $10 billion. Sev-
enteen and a quarter billion dollars is a lot 
of money, but assuming that these programs 
cut short the American occupation by only 
two years, they would save us at least $200 
billion. Much more valuable, though, are the 
savings to be measured in what otherwise 
are likely to be large numbers of shattered 
bodies and lost lives. Even if our estimates 
are unduly optimistic, and the actual costs 
turn out to be far higher, the course of ac-
tion we recommend would be perhaps the 
best investment ever made by our country. 

Finally, we as a nation should not forget 
the young Americans who fought this war, 
often for meager pay and with inadequate 
equipment. As of this writing, more than 
2,600 of our soldiers have been killed, and a 
far greater number wounded or crippled. It is 
only proper that we be generous to those who 
return, and to the families of those who will 
not. 

That said, we should find a way to express 
our condolences for the large number of 
Iraqis incarcerated, tortured, incapacitated, 
or killed in recent years. This may seem a 
difficult gesture to many Americans. It may 
strike them as weak, or as a slur on our pa-
triotism. Americans do not like to admit 
that they have done wrong. We take comfort 
in the notion that whatever the mistakes of 
the war and occupation, we have done Iraq a 
great service by ridding it of Saddam Hus-

sein’s dictatorship. Perhaps we have, but in 
the process many people’s lives have been 
disrupted, damaged, or senselessly ended. A 
simple gesture of conciliation would go a 
long way toward shifting our relationship 
with Iraq from one of occupation to one of 
friendship. It would be a gesture without 
cost but of immense and everlasting value— 
and would do more to assuage the sense of 
hurt in the world than all of the actions 
above. 
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a constituent of mine who has dedi-
cated significant personal time towards helping 
mentor and lead young people in his commu-
nity. Howard Hanft, or ‘‘Howie’’ as he is known 
locally, has led the West Branch Little League 
for 21 years. 

As President of the West Branch Little 
League, Howie has helped grow the league 
tremendously. Today, the league serves 588 
Ogemaw County youngsters who play on 46 
teams. Under his leadership, the league has 
built five new fields, bringing the total number 
of fields to seven. Five of those fields are 
under lights and groomed with irrigation, which 
speaks to the sophisticated care the league 
puts into its fields for the players. 

Howie’s efforts to build a world class little 
league program have yielded big results for 
the West Branch Little League. In 2005, West 
Branch sent four teams to the state champion-
ship finals—two teams of girls and two teams 
of boys. The boys’ senior league clinched the 
state title and finished second in the national 
regional playoffs, one game away from the Lit-
tle League World Series. This year, the same 
team won the state championship and the re-
gional playoffs qualifying them to play in the 
Big League World Series in Easley, South 
Carolina. At the end of the World Series, 
Howie’s team was ranked 11th in the world, 
truly an astounding accomplishment. What is 
equally impressive is that this group of young 
men won the state championship in a division 
that generally has 17–18-year-olds. Howie’s 
team is comprised of 16–17-year-oIds. 

I congratulate Howie and his players: Pete 
Jackson, Troy Lambert, Rickie Dodridge, Cur-
tis Lyons, Kyle Wangler, Matt Faiman, Calvin 
Page, Aaron Kihn, Ryan Bragg, Robbie 
Goulette, Kyle Weber, Anthony Betancourt 
and Mike Noffsinger. I also salute the team’s 
manager Mark Weber and coaches Mark 
Dodridge, Sr., Mark Dodridge, Jr. and Mike 
Noffsinger, Sr. 

However, Howie’s record of success goes 
beyond wins and losses. Thanks to the supe-
rior facilities that were built under Howie’s 
leadership, West Branch had the honor of 
hosting the minor-league state tournament for 
9- and 10-year-old boys last year. In hosting 
the tournament, West Branch organized major 
parties and giant picnics for teams visiting 
across the state. Some have described the 
celebrations that Howie organizes in conjunc-
tion with tournaments as a ‘‘carnival.’’ As sev-
eral local residents in West Branch have 
noted, Howie’s hard work benefits not only the 
local little league players, but also the West 
Branch area economy. 
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Howie’s deep connection to the sport of 

baseball goes back to his childhood. When he 
was only 8 years old, Howie began playing lit-
tle league baseball. During high school, Howie 
umpired younger kids while also working as a 
game announcer. Howie took a break during 
his freshman year of college from coaching 
and umpiring. However, every year after that, 
he returned to coach and assist whenever he 
was needed. 

In 1988, Howie became President of the 
West Branch Little League. The West Branch 
community has benefited from his leadership, 
commitment and passion for baseball ever 
since. Running a baseball program with nearly 
600 participants is both labor-intensive and ex-
pensive. Howie has therefore had to spend a 
great deal of time raising money and recruiting 
volunteers. All of the money and manpower 
that Howie is able to marshal comes from the 
local community. In many ways, Howie’s ef-
forts have helped rally the West Branch com-
munity together, engaging local citizens and 
local businesses to support the town’s base-
ball tradition. 

Mr. Speaker, little league baseball is a 
uniquely American tradition. For over 100 
years, American towns, villages and commu-
nities have come together during the summer 
to watch young people partake in America’s 
pastime. Howard Hanft has helped continue 
and strengthen that great tradition in part of 
my district. I ask the U.S. House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating and thank-
ing him for these accomplishments. 
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend my colleague from Texas, Mr. DOGGETT, 
for his work in getting the McAllen courthouse 
named for my dear friend, our former col-
league, Kika de la Garza. 

It is fitting that after a long and distinguished 
career as a lawmaker, the McAllen court-
house, which dispenses justice in the Rio 
Grande Valley, will bear the name of the 
former Chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee. Kika de la Garza was instrumental 
in passing many of the laws under which 
many people will be judged. 

The former Chairman of the House Agri-
culture Committee is a son of South Texas 
and a man who understood completely the 
unique culture of the Rio Grande Valley and 
the culture of Capitol Hill. 

While his expertise was in agriculture, 
Chairman de la Garza made a legendary les-
son of how food was integral to our military 
warfighters. He famously asked the chairman 
of the House Armed Services Committee so 
long ago, ‘‘How long can a submarine stay 
under water?’’ 

After listening to a long and detailed dis-
course on the capabilities of submarines from 
the Armed Services Committee Chairman, 
Chairman de la Garza responded, ‘‘That’s not 
right, sir. A sub can only stay under water as 
long as the food supply lasts.’’ 

Kika de la Garza is a giant in the history of 
the United States Congress, of South Texas 

and in the hearts of all of those of us who 
know and love him. It is a fitting tribute that 
this courthouse will bear the name of Kika de 
la Garza. 
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with you my pride and deep 
gratitude for a group of people who have truly 
made a difference in our battle against the ille-
gal drug trade that threatens the very fabric of 
American society. 

As you know, Mexican drug cartels have re-
cently been operating large scale marijuana 
growing and processing operations in our Na-
tional Forests, National Parks, and Bureau of 
Land Management lands. Growing marijuana 
and conducting illegal drug activities on our 
public lands is nothing new. What is new is 
the extremely large scale of the operations, 
the heavily armed growers, and the aggres-
sive resistance toward law enforcement. With 
assault rifles and booby traps, these criminals, 
the majority of whom are in this country ille-
gally, are fearlessly intent on protecting a col-
lective enterprise that grosses billions of dol-
lars each year. They have made parts of our 
public lands, traditionally used for recreation 
and hunting, unsafe to visit. 

Because of sophisticated growing tech-
niques which employ drip irrigation, chemical 
fertilizers, and lethal pesticide compounds, 
these operations inflict serious damage on the 
environment. Furthermore, these operations 
are intertwined with the trade and manufacture 
of other illegal drugs such as meth, heroin, co-
caine, and ecstasy. 

Mr. Speaker, these criminal operations are 
attracted to public lands not only because of 
their remote locations, but also because our 
federal land agencies have very small law en-
forcement forces. They were never designed 
to combat crime on such a massive scale. 
Who then can draw a powerful line in the sand 
and both force the invading cartels away from 
our public lands and protect the public from 
them and the scourge of drugs they produce? 

In my district, this challenge has been taken 
up by a coalition of local law enforcement pro-
fessionals who have voluntarily formed task 
forces large enough to disrupt these enormous 
operations and send a message that such 
criminal activity will not be tolerated. They 
have let the cartels know with certainty that 
they will pay dearly if they operate in our back 
yard. 

To challenge such a formidable criminal en-
terprise, it takes intelligence, bravery, and an 
unselfish sense of purpose. I have witnessed 
all of those characteristics displayed in exem-
plary fashion in southern Oregon and northern 
California. In the past few weeks, a task force 
of over 175 people and 19 agencies, led by 
Jackson County Sheriff Mike Winters and 
Siskiyou County Sheriff Rick Riggins, dealt a 
telling blow on the cartels’ illicit activities on 
our public lands. 

In a series of well-timed and meticulously 
executed raids on both sides of the Oregon/ 
California border, this amazing group of dedi-

cated individuals eradicated 27.6 tons of mari-
juana from our public lands in a matter of a 
few days! They removed well over 
$320,000,000 from the drug trade and force-
fully sent the message to the cartels that they 
will not be able to do business as usual in 
southern Oregon and northern California. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not hard to imagine the 
work and commitment involved in assembling 
so many able and dedicated people from mu-
nicipal, county, state, and federal agencies. 
With no single law enforcement agency large 
enough to handle the task, these dedicated 
law enforcement professionals and volunteers 
formed to combat a common enemy that was 
dealing massive amounts of drugs and cre-
ating mayhem on our forest landscape. Driven 
by sense of duty, respect for the law, and a 
commitment to protect the public, they got the 
job done. 

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, I am very 
proud and appreciative of what these out-
standing people have done for us. I know that 
all of my colleagues join me today in saluting 
their stellar performance. We are honored to 
extend to them the gratitude of our entire na-
tion. 

Please join me in congratulating these 
agencies and individuals for a job well done. 
We owe them so much for their sacrifice and 
dedication. 

Jackson County Sheriffs Office, Jackson 
County Search and Rescue, Jackson County 
Narcotics Enforcement Team (JACNET), 
Siskiyou County Sheriffs Office S.W.A.T., 
Douglas County Sheriffs Office D.I.N.T., Klam-
ath Falls Police Department S.W.A.T., Jose-
phine County Sheriffs Office, Shady Cove Po-
lice Department, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Law Enforcement Section, United States 
Forest Service, Law Enforcement Section, Or-
egon State Police, SWAT and MRT Units, US 
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement 
(I.C.E.), Drug Enforcement Agency, Medford 
Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
S.W.A.T., Portland Police Bureau, S.W.A.T., 
Jackson County Fire District #3, and Oregon 
Department of Forestry. 
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
sadness that I rise today to announce the 
passing of my very good friend and colleague, 
Perry Conrade Parks, Jr. 

Perry Parks was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
1908, to Professors Perry C. Parks, Sr. and 
Sophia Parker Parks on the campus of Clark 
Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
family moved to East Chicago, Indiana, where 
Perry attended school. 

Perry Parks later attended Tennessee State 
College and transferred to Wiley College in 
Marshall, Texas where he lettered in four 
sports (football, basketball, track, and tennis) 
and graduated in 1934. 

After graduation he joined his family in Los 
Angeles and took a job as a social worker for 
the California State Relief Administration. 
Soon after establishing himself in California, 
he married his college sweetheart, Artemisia 
Stilwell. 
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