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Perry Parks later worked for the Federal
Postal Service, from 1936 to 1971. He was a
founding member of the United Public Work-
ers CIO, as well as an organizer of the Na-
tional Alliance of Postal Workers. He was in
the forefront of the struggle to implement a
merit system in employee evaluations and pro-
motions. He was also a champion of equal op-
portunity for women.

He filed the first successful anti-discrimina-
tion claim against the Los Angles Post Master
for failure to promote him to Supervisor. His
discrimination claim paved the way for equal
employment opportunities for people of color,
leading to the appointment of the first African-
American Post Master in Los Angeles.

Perry was an ardent warrior in the pursuit of
fairness, inclusion, and representation in the
civic process. He stood on the front line of the
civil rights movement in the 1960s as an early
organizer of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference in Southern California. Mr. Parks
served as Vice President of the Barrio De-
fense Committee, President of the South Cen-
tral Welfare Planning Council, and a board
member of the Los Angeles Urban League
and United Civil Rights Committee. He was a
founding member of the Brotherhood Crusade.

After his retirement, Perry Parks continued
to serve his community as Field Representa-
tive for Congresswoman Yvonne B. Burke and
Assemblywoman Teresa Hughes.

Perry Parks was a proud army veteran of
World War Il and a devoted member of Hol-
man United Methodist Church. He is survived
by his two sons, Perry C. Parks Ill and Henry
Stilwell Parks; his two sisters, Lucy Hamilton
and Carrie Jones, all of Los Angeles; his
grandsons, Perry C. Parks IV of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and Oren Callan Jeffries of Los Angeles;
nieces Patricia Parks White, Frances Jones
Taylor, Muriel Jones Parker of Los Angeles
and a host of other devoted relatives and
friends.

————

CHILD INTERSTATE ABORTION
NOTIFICATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition to the Child Custody Protec-
tion Act. The text of the bill that we are con-
sidering is quite similar to the Child Interstate
Abortion Notification Act, which the House
considered in April of last year and | opposed.
It is yet again another attempt by Congress to
try to interfere in the personal health decisions
of young women.

The question of whether or not to have an
abortion is one of the most difficult decisions
any woman can face. Some issues cannot be
legislated and | believe that this is one of
them. Reproductive health care is a personal
matter that should be left to individuals, their
doctors, and their families without interference
from the government.

This bill will force mature young adults who
have sought help from individuals other than
their parents—including grandparents, aunts,
uncles, older siblings and clergy members—to
act alone in a time when loving support is
needed. | believe that adolescents should be
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encouraged to seek their parents’ advice and
counsel when facing a difficult decision. How-
ever, the government cannot mandate healthy
family communication where it does not al-
ready exist. We need to encourage our youth
to seek the counsel of individuals that they do
trust and that will advocate for their best inter-
ests and not encourage them to go through
this difficult process and draining procedure
alone.

Not only does this bill discourage our youth
from seeking adult counsel, this bill will also
put the health of young women in jeopardy. A
provision of this bill seeks to delay the abor-
tion process by demanding that doctors go
through a detailed and complex scheme to no-
tify a parent. Doctors who do not comply and
conduct an abortion before this notification will
face fines and federal criminal penalties.

| would guess that my colleagues on both
sides of this issue agree that having an abor-
tion should be the last option for an adoles-
cent. But it is a reality that young women are
going to continue to have to make life-altering
decisions regarding their bodies regardless of
restrictions the federal government places on
them. Taking away the support of responsible
adults in whom teens trust is not the way to
stop abortions.

| have consistently opposed legislation of
this type because | want to make sure that we
protect young women who are facing unin-
tended pregnancies by providing them with as-
sistance from adults they trust. | certainly pre-
fer an open dialogue between parents and
teens, so that a hushed, last-minute decision
is not necessary. Unfortunately, parental con-
sent is not always a viable option and teens
will still make decisions that are difficult for
any woman regardless of age. By passing this
legislation, we will force trusted adults to turn
their backs on their nieces, sisters and grand-
daughters and we will also be turning our back
to the young women of this Nation.

Instead of debating a measure that will im-
pose federal punishments on family members
and doctors who assist young women who are
making difficult choices and considering an-
other measure that attempts to fix a symptom,
we should be having a constructive dialogue
that gets at the root of this issue.

This bill is an injustice to young women
across this Nation who need all the support
that they can get. | urge my colleagues to vote
against this legislation because it will severely
harm young women at one of the most impor-
tant times in their lives.

————

HONORING MR. GERALD (JERRY)
BELANGER

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an educator in my district who has done
laudable work to ignite a new sense of patriot-
ism among his students.

Mr. Gerald (Jerry) Belanger serves as the
principal of Gaylord Middle School. He has led
a distinguished career in education. Mr.
Belanger’s first job in the field was as a school
teacher in a preschool classroom. While his
stint as a preschool teacher was short lived—
lasting only 3 weeks—he was at least admired
by his students for his guitar-playing ability.
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Mr. Belanger then moved into a direction
better suited to his abilities. He taught 6th
grade for 5 years at Pearson Elementary
School in inner city Flint before becoming the
assistant principal and ultimately the principal
of Gaylord Middle School.

It was at Gaylord Middle School that he
began the current middle school Veteran’s
Day program. For the past 10 years, on every
Veteran’s Day, the Gaylord Middle School and
its student council have organized a tribute to
America’s veterans. The day begins with a
morning reception in the school cafeteria, fol-
lowed by a program in the school gymnasium
where students and faculty honor the sac-
rifices of America’s veterans. Mr. Belanger has
worked hard to ensure that veterans in the
community attend the event so that his stu-
dents have an in person opportunity to dem-
onstrate their appreciation for veterans’ sac-
rifice. When the tribute began 10 years ago,
20 veterans participated. Today, as many as
200 veterans attend the Veteran’s Day event.
By encouraging his students to host this trib-
ute, Mr. Belanger has helped draw the Gay-
lord community together, while also helping to
inspire patriotism in each class of students
that passes through Gaylord Middle School.

Mr. Belanger also makes patriotism a daily
priority at Gaylord Middle School. Through the
daily Pledge of Allegiance, playing of the na-
tional anthem and events throughout the year,
Mr. Belanger has worked to instill respect,
love and loyalty to our country among the
young people attending his school.

Mr. Belanger is a fine example of how ordi-
nary citizens can demonstrate exceptional pa-
triotism in their community. Although Jerry
never served in the armed forces, his father,
Frank, served in the National Guard during the
Cuban Missile Crisis and two of his uncles
were in the Army Reserve during that difficult
part of our Nation’s history. Another of Mr.
Belanger's uncles served with U.S. Marine
Corps for 4 years. These family members in-
stilled in him a deep love of history and gov-
ernment and a profound sense of pride and
respect for all of our nation’s military men and
women.

Now that he is married with a 3-year-old
son, you will often see Jerry with his son Pat-
rick at local Memorial Day and Veterans Day
celebrations, seeking to pass on to his own
son the same pride and deep respect for the
armed forces and the same love of country.

Mr. Speaker, as our brave men and women
serve abroad in today’s conflicts, all of us are
reminded of the importance of recognizing,
honoring and remembering the sacrifices of
the heroes of the past. Mr. Jerry Belanger has
found a way to ensure that in his corner of the
world, young people are introduced to these
important values early on. For that, Mr. Speak-
er, | ask that you and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in saluting him.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF “LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL!”

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 27, 2006

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to day in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 478, supporting the goals
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and ideals of the Lights On Afterschool! pro-
gram. According to the Afterschool Alliance’s
survey, 14.3 million children are left alone and
unsupervised after school. Lights On provides
children with a safe place to go after school
and promotes healthy opportunities for growth
and learning.

| believe that after school programs provide
vital services to our youth and we must make
a commitment to continue to fund these pro-
grams. Communities and schools can help by
promoting after-school programs that engage
teenagers in a thoughtful and safe manner.
Encouraging high school students to join after-
school clubs, sports teams, and band or cho-
rus also gives teenagers purposeful extra-cur-
ricular activities that diminish their chances of
causing trouble in their community.

Our children deserve the very best chance
to succeed in a turbulent global community, a
world where economic competitors grow more
numerous and powerful everyday. To ensure
American leadership in the future, children
today must be afforded comprehensive edu-
cation and enrichment through well-funded
schools and after-school activities.

There are many after school programs that
are benefiting the children of my district. The
Trenton After School Program has been serv-
ing our community for over 20 years. It not
only provides our children with a safe place to
go after school, but also provides culturally en-
riching programs including arts education.

Lights On provides children with fun, edu-
cational, and entertaining activities when the
school day ends. | am proud to rise in support
of this resolution.

——————

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE
MODERNIZATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2006

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
opposition to H.R. 5825, the Electronic Sur-
veillance Modernization Act. Since the Presi-
dent’s illegal domestic wiretapping program
became public, | have called for greater over-
sight and Congressional involvement to en-
sure that we can provide our intelligence
agencies with the tools needed to fight ter-
rorism while protecting essential civil liberties
of Americans. The bill before us today does
not meet those standards.

As a member of the House Armed Services
and Homeland Security Committees, | am fully
aware of the dangers posed by those who
wish to harm Americans, and | have strongly
supported efforts to make our nation safer.
However, the Bush Administration has not ex-
plained to my satisfaction why powers avail-
able under existing law cannot meet the needs
of the war on terrorism. For example, the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) al-
ready permits the warrantless surveillance of
communications under certain limited cir-
cumstances. Nevertheless, the Bush Adminis-
tration did not use those emergency powers
and instead chose to expand the authority of
the National Security Agency (NSA). The
President’s decision to expand domestic sur-
veillance, while notifying only a handful of leg-
islators, does not constitute Congressional
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consent and is a danger to our established
Constitutional system of checks and balances.

| would have been receptive to modifications
to FISA that preserved the vital oversight
through the creation of the FISA court system.
| am a cosponsor of H.R. 5381, the Lawful In-
telligence and Surveillance of Terrorists in an
Emergency by NSA (LISTEN) Act, introduced
by the ranking Democrat on the Intelligence
Committee, the gentlewoman from California,
Mrs. Harman. This legislation would mandate
that all monitoring of calls, email records and
phone records be carried out in accordance
with FISA and further asserts that the 2002
authorization for the NSA domestic surveil-
lance program outside of FISA was not within
the Bush Administration’s authority.

Instead, this legislation gives the President
broad authority to continue his domestic sur-
veillance program without approval from the
FISA court. It uses judicial and Congressional
notification as a substitute for legitimate over-
sight, and it establishes such broad justifica-
tions for surveillance that the Administration
will have almost unlimited ability to continue its
past practices with little to no changes. Dis-
turbingly, it also removes an important protec-
tion of current law that requires the govern-
ment to certify that its warrantless surveillance
of foreign agents would not intercept the com-
munications of U.S. citizens.

Once again, the President has sought to ex-
pand his own authority at the expense of
Americans’ civil liberties, and Congress has
willingly abdicated its oversight authority. |
urge my colleagues to vote against this meas-
ure so that we can find a better way to crack
down on terrorist who would do us harm while
safeguarding the rights of Americans.

——————

TRIBUTE TO PICTURED ROCKS
NATIONAL LAKESHORE

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore, which celebrates its 40th anniver-
sary as a National Lakeshore this year. This
pristine part of my district was the first unit of
the national park system authorized as a Na-
tional Lakeshore.

Pictured Rocks derives its name from the 15
miles of colorful sandstone cliffs northeast of
Munising, Michigan. These cliffs, some ap-
proaching 200 feet in height, have been natu-
rally sculptured into shallow caves, arches and
formations that resemble castle turrets, and
human profiles. Anyone who has visited the
splendorous 42 miles of the Lakeshore knows
that the park offers spectacular scenery of the
hilly shoreline speckled with natural archways,
waterfalls, and sand dunes.

Congress wisely designated Pictured Rocks
a National Lakeshore to preserve for future
generations’ enjoyment a significant portion of
the diminishing shoreline of the United States.
Today, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
continues to provide inspiration and rec-
reational enjoyment for residents of northern
Michigan, as well as for the hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors who come to enjoy the area’s
natural splendor every year. The refreshing
waters in summer, the beautiful palette of fall,
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the serene atmosphere of winter and the re-
newal oflife in spring are all unique at Pictured
Rocks.

As Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore cele-
brates this anniversary, it is also appropriate
to mention former Congressman Raymond F.
Clevenger. His hard work and dedication to
the conservation and economic improvement
of this area played a major role in the creation
of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.

Before his election to Congress, Mr.
Clevenger made establishing a National Lake-
shore on Lake Superior a top priority of his
campaign. Once elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives, he introduced legislation,
H.R. 8678, to establish a National Lakeshore.
On October 15, 1966, President Lyndon John-
son signed Public Law 89-668, creating the
nation’s first National Lakeshore at Pictured
Rocks.

Thanks to the efforts of Congressman
Clevenger, more than 73,000 acres of beach-
es, cliffs, waterfalls, and forests, as well as the
wildlife that resides there, have been pre-
served. In recognition of former Congressman
Raymond Clevenger’s efforts, | will be working
to see that the Miners Castle Information Sta-
tion at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore be
known as the “Raymond F. Clevenger Visitor
Information Center at Miners Castle.”

Mr. Speaker, our nation is blessed with
countless natural resources and wonders.
Those of us from northern Michigan and from
the Upper Peninsula take great pride in Pic-
tured Rocks National Lakeshore. | would ask
that the U.S. House of Representatives join
me in observing this historic anniversary and
in pledging our continued support for the pres-
ervation of this beautiful and historic park.

——
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO,
FIREARMS, AND EXPLOSIVES

MODERNIZATION AND REFORM
ACT OF 2006

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | oppose the “Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives Modernization and Reform Act of
2006,” H.R. 5029. This bill would effectively
gut the ability of the ATF to shut down rogue
gun dealers who ignore or undermine federal
law by selling guns to criminals. It literally pro-
tects the worst of the worst.

We should be doing more to ensure that our
communities are safe, by getting guns out of
the hands of criminals. That is why we should
make sure federal authorities have all the
tools they need to go after criminal gun deal-
ers.

Yet, this bill would substantially undermine
the ATF’s ability to revoke federal firearms li-
censes and shut down corrupt gun dealers
who have repeatedly violated the law. By re-
defining the burden of proof for violations of
existing federal gun laws, this bill would make
it essentially impossible to sanction, pros-
ecute, or revoke the federal firearms license of
corrupt gun dealers.

The vast majority of gun dealers are honest
hard-working business owners who play by
the rules. Yet, their compliance with federal
law is tarnished by the few gun dealers who
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