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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. SUNUNU, a Senator from the State of
New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal spirit, who has made and pre-
served us as a Nation, You are the
same yesterday, today, and forever. In
these changing times, help us to fix our
gaze on You, the changeless one. Re-
mind us that You are the one who
places leaders in positions of power and
responsibility, and that to whom much
is given, much is required.

As this Nation gathers itself for the
challenging work ahead, give us Your
wisdom. Let that wisdom guide the
Members of the U.S. Senate to accom-
plish the most good for the most peo-
ple. Remove from the lives of our law-
makers obstructions that prevent them
from doing Your will. We pray in Your
sovereign name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 13, 2006.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU, a
Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.
TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SUNUNU thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak up to 10 minutes each.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I have a
few announcements and then the
Democratic leader may want to re-
spond to those and then I will have a
brief statement. I know he has a state-
ment following that.

Today we return to begin the process
of finishing our work for the 109th Con-
gress. This afternoon we will begin con-
sideration of the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs appropriations
bill. Senator HUTCHISON will be here
around 3 o’clock today to begin consid-
eration of that bill with opening state-
ments. Although we do not have any
rollcall votes today, I hope the chair-
man and ranking member will work to-
gether to reach an agreement for com-

pletion of that bill during tomorrow’s
session.

Over the course of the next several
days, we have orientation events for
Senators-elect for the 110th Congress.
We will be welcoming them a little bit
later tonight at a dinner that formally
kicks off that orientation meeting. We
will also have our leadership elections
this week and policy luncheons as well.
Those will be on Tuesday and Wednes-
day. The Democratic elections will
occur Tuesday morning, followed by
their Democratic policy luncheon, and
on this side of the aisle we will proceed
with our elections on Wednesday morn-
ing, with our policy luncheon to follow
that afternoon. Given this schedule,
our first vote will likely occur some-
time Tuesday—late Tuesday afternoon.
We do hope to finish the military con-
struction bill on Tuesday afternoon.

This week we will also consider a
short-term continuing resolution. The
current CR expires on Friday, and we
need to pass a further resolution as
soon as we possibly can. I have talked
to the Democratic leader about this
and we hope we will act on this quick-
ly.

This week we will also work toward
agreements and passage of the Vietnam
normal trade relations legislation and
the U.S.-India nuclear agreement, as
well as other appropriations measures
that can be considered. We will keep
Members apprised as we schedule these
and other matters as we move through
the week.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the major-
ity leader and I have had a number of
conversations and we think this should
be a productive week. There will natu-
rally be a number of interruptions, but
we have our minds on completing the
appropriations bill and finishing the
very important nuclear agreement
with the largest democracy in the
world: India. We want to do it now for
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