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and farmers all across this country
have struggled to fill their tanks with
gas and to have enough money in their
bank accounts to do that which they
need to do. But they have seen these
big o0il companies get the tax breaks
that I personally do not think they de-
serve. I don’t think the American peo-
ple believe they deserve them either.

For too long, all Americans have
worried about the direction of the war
in Iraq only to see Congress refuse to
have a real debate on the issues. On a
personal basis, I have encouraged the
President to listen to what the Baker-
Hamilton working group has to say,
and I know he will do that. I think it
is important that he is willing to meet
with those people. They are a tremen-
dous group of very patriotic Americans
with significant experience. On the
Democratic side, as an example, you
have the former Secretary of Defense
and former Presidential Chief of Staff.
They are good people, Democrats and
Republicans, who are going to be talk-
ing to the President. If we are going to
have a new direction in Iraq, the Presi-
dent must listen to new ideas. This is a
step in the right direction.

That is why last week I asked the
President to convene a bipartisan con-
gressional leadership group and invite
other people, too, if he wants, of
course. It is his meeting. But if he
wants, to have Secretary Baker, Con-
gressman Hamilton, members of the
military. I think if we spent a couple of
days doing this—however long the
President sees fit—I think it would be
helpful to have if he heard what we had
to say. If we are going to have a new
direction in Iraq, the President must
listen to new ideas. That is why I felt
comfortable in suggesting this to the
President.

We Democrats have some very con-
crete ideas as to what we think should
happen. First of all, again on a bipar-
tisan basis, with 79 votes on the De-
fense Authorization bill for the pre-
vious year, Democrats and Republicans
joined together to put a provision in
that bill that said the year 2006 will be
a year of significant transition in Iraq.
The year 2006 is coming to an end. We
need to implement that law.

We, as Democrats, also offered an
amendment that received 40 votes
called the Reed-Levin or Levin-Reed
amendment, however you want to look
at it, to begin a change of course, to
set a framework to change course. For
example, in that legislation, we called
for responsibly redeploying our troops
to transform the mission to training,
counterterror, logistics, force protec-
tion. Does this mean pulling all the
troops out now? Of course it doesn’t.
But it does say we must start rede-
ploying troops as soon as possible.

Second, the sectarian differences
must be reconciled. They are plaguing
the country. We have had in the last 2
days, just that we know of, almost 200
Iraqis killed, 3 American soldiers, 4
British soldiers. We must push for
changes to the Iraqi Constitution and
power and resource sharing.
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I believe it is time for our President
to call for a regional conference that
he participants in. I spoke to the King
of Jordan today. He thought it was a
good idea to have the President call for
a meeting of the leaders of Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan—even Syria. It is
a regional problem. Let’s talk about
this regionally. It is more their prob-
lem than our problem. They have more
to lose or win than we do. So I think a
regional conference would be very im-
portant to regionalize our strategy.

We must revitalize the failed con-
struction efforts. It was stunning to
see in the weekend news how much less
oil is being produced there in Iraq than
before the war. It was stunning to see
how little potable water is being pro-
duced there than before the war. And
to see that the electricity in Baghdad—
as an example, prior to the war it was
16 hours a day, and now it is down to
less than 4 hours a day. We have to re-
vitalize our failed reconstruction ef-
forts.

Finally, we have to rebuild our mili-
tary. We do not have a single
undeployed Army unit that is battle
ready. Everything is in need of repair
or replacement—replenishment. The
Pentagon has told us it will cost $75
billion to bring the military up to what
it was before the war. We want to work
and see if we can accomplish that.
Those are our suggestions.

From Iraq to the economy, there is
much to do in the next few weeks and
then at the beginning of the new year
and a new Congress—so much to do. We
must take advantage of the next few
weeks and get as much done as we can.

There are 55 Republicans, there are 45
Democrats, we understand that—for
the next 60 days. After that, it is going
to be a very slim majority that we
have, but it is one that we believe will
open the door for bipartisanship. I
hope, for the good of the American peo-
ple, we can continue to look forward—
not dwell on the past but look forward.

I hope very much we can get our so-
called tax extenders done. The reason
these are important to do is they are
critical tax relief for American fami-
lies and businesses that will expire if
we don’t do something—a deduction for
college tuition, deduction for State and
local sales taxes. The manager of the
bill on military construction is Kay
Bailey Hutchison from Texas. This has
been her issue because the large State
of Texas is losing those families’ tax
deductions, deductions for out-of-pock-
et expenses incurred by teachers and
for businesses, the research and devel-
opment tax credit, the work oppor-
tunity tax credits and Welfare-to-Work
tax credits. These things are extremely
important. Unless we act to extend this
relief in the next few weeks, families
will be facing a tax increase next year.
That is not acceptable and we need to
act.

It is a new day in the Senate. Let’s
work together and move America for-
ward. I offer my hand to my friends on
the other side of the aisle. I have
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reached out to my friend, Senator
FRIST. We are going to do everything
we can to have the country know we
are doing good things in the next few
weeks. And I reached out to my friend,
MIiTCH MCCONNELL, who I understand
will be the next Republican leader, to
work together on the issues of the next
Congress as we have on many issues in
the past.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

BIPARTISANSHIP

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I
thank both the majority leader and mi-
nority leader for their comments this
afternoon and for setting forth the
tone of moving forward in a spirit of bi-
partisanship on behalf of our country. I
want to quickly make four points.

It is going to be very important for
us in the weeks ahead, and in the new
Congress, that we do find the seeds of
bipartisanship which we have found in
the past in many of the efforts that
have gone on in this body. For me, dur-
ing my first 2 years as a Senator, one
of the things I will always remember as
one of the best times of the Senate is
when we came together with the Gang
of 14, with 7 Republicans and 7 Demo-
crats, to make sure that this Senate
was able to get beyond the very dif-
ficult issue that it faced. I hope we find
more and more of those opportunities
as we move forward on the great issues
of our time, including Iraq, energy,
health care, and the rest of the issues
with which we must deal as a country.

I will say this as well. In the days
ahead, we will hear many things about
some of our colleagues, some of whom
are newcomers to our institution, the
U.S. Senate, and some of them who are
leaving. For me, it is a sad day that
Senator CHAFEE and Senator DEWINE,
who were members of the Gang of 14,
will not be around to be a part of that
future bipartisan coalition that we are
going to have to have in the Senate.
But I hope, on the side of both the
Democrats and the Republicans, that
there is a great number of Members of
the Senate on both sides of the aisle
who will come together to address
those significant issues that face us as
a country.

As I spent my time in Colorado for
most of the last month and traveled
around the State, most of the people in
my State were making one statement
to us as a Congress and that was to get
about the people’s business. They want
us to do the work that they so fer-
vently want to be accomplished for this
country. I believe in my State—which I
believe is reflective of what is hap-
pening around the country—they want
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us to set a new direction and to be suc-
cessful in our undertaking in Iraq. I
join the minority leader, Senator REID,
in his comments about how we ought
to move forward in trying to create a
bipartisan approach to achieving suc-
cess in Iraq.

As I traveled around my State, and
as I traveled around the country as
well, I think the issue of energy inde-
pendence has become an issue on which
people very much want us to get be-
yond the rhetoric they have heard for
the last 30 years. The Energy Policy
Act of 2005 was one of the few bipar-
tisan efforts that ultimately succeeded
in this Congress. I hope, as we move
ahead on the issue of energy, we will
find ways of embracing conservation,
embracing renewable energy, embrac-
ing the new technologies of today so we
can in fact get our hands on energy
independence, which is so critical. It is
critical for our Nation from the point
of view of the national security of the
United States of America and the
world. It is critical for our Nation in
terms of our economic security, and it
is critical for our Nation in terms of
the environmental security which is
also at stake on the issue of energy. Fi-
nally, it is critical to our country as to
how we provide new opportunities for
rural America as we grow our way to
energy independence in this country.

Finally, I would like to make a com-
ment on an issue which I believe con-
tinues to break the backs of the Amer-
ican people and bankrupt American
businesses today and that is the issue
of health care and the costs of health
care, which have risen astronomically.
We have left almost 50 million people
of our country without health insur-
ance, 77,000 in my State of Colorado
alone.

I hope this institution, the Senate,
working with the House of Representa-
tives, can deliver real results for the
people of the United States of America
in the weeks and years ahead.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2007

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5385, the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs and re-
lated agencies appropriations bill for
2007. I further ask consent that the
committee-reported substitute be
agreed to as original text for the pur-
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pose of further amendment, with no
points of order waived by virtue of this
agreement.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5385) making appropriations
for military quality of life functions of the
Department of Defense, military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2007, and for other pur-
poses.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill, which had been reported from the
Committee on Appropriations, with an
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert in lieu thereof
the following:

That the following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2007, and for other purposes, namely:
TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
real property for the Army as currently author-
ized by law, including personnel in the Army
Corps of Engineers and other personal services
necessary for the purposes of this appropriation,
and for construction and operation of facilities
in support of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $2,172,622,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2011: Provided, That of this
amount, not to exceed $199,540,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, architect
and engineer services, and host nation support,
as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of
Defense determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the funds
appropriated for “Military Construction, Army’’
under Public Law 109-114, $43,348,000 are here-
by rescinded: Provided further, That of the
funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction,
Army”’ under Public Law 109-13, $125,800,000
are hereby rescinded: Provided further, That of
the amount provided wunder this heading,
334,800,000 is designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 402 of S. Con.
Res. 83 (109th Congress), the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2007, as made
applicable in the Senate by section 7035 of Pub-
lic Law 109-234.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE

CORPS
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)
For acquisition, construction, installation,

and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, naval installations, facilities, and real
property for the Navy and Marine Corps as cur-
rently authorized by law, including personnel in
the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and
other personal services necessary for the pur-
poses of this appropriation, $1,238,065,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2011: Pro-
vided, That of this amount, not to exceed
371,626,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary
of Defense determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both
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Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the
funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction,
Navy and Marine Corps’’ under Public Law 108—
132, 330,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided
further, That of the funds appropriated for
“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’ under Public Law 108-324, $8,000,000 are
hereby rescinded.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
real property for the Air Force as currently au-
thorized by law, $1,214,885,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2011: Provided, That of
this amount, not to exceed $71,381,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by
law, unless the Secretary of Defense determines
that additional obligations are mnecessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated
for ““Military Construction, Air Force’ under
Public Law 108-324, $2,694,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated for ‘‘Military Construction, Air
Force”” under Public Law 109-114, $19,816,000
are hereby rescinded: Provided further, That of
the funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air Force’’ wunder Public Law 109-13,
$10,800,000 are hereby rescinded.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFER OF
FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, installations, facilities, and real prop-
erty for activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as currently authorized by law,
$1,162,281,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2011: Provided, That such amounts of
this appropriation as may be determined by the
Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such
appropriations of the Department of Defense
available for military construction or family
housing as the Secretary may designate, to be
merged with and to be available for the same
purposes, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $172,150,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines that ad-
ditional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of the deter-
mination and the reasons therefor: Provided
further, That of the funds appropriated for
“Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’ wunder
Public Law 108-132, $9,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated for ‘‘Military Construction, Defense-
Wide’ under Public Law 108-324, $43,000,000 are
hereby rescinded: Provided further, That of the
funds appropriated for ‘‘Military Construction,
Defense-Wide’> wunder Public Law 109-114,
$72,065,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount provided under this
heading, $100,886,000 is designated as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section 402 of S.
Con. Res. 83 (109th Congress), the concurrent
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2007, as
made applicable in the Senate by section 7035 of
Public Law 109-234.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Army Na-
tional Guard, and contributions therefore, as
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