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State’s history and culture, to be noted 
in the RECORD. 

The Theatine Order serves parishes 
across Colorado, from the Sacred Heart 
Parish in Durango and St. Cajetan’s 
Church in Denver to the Sangre de 
Cristo Parish in my native San Luis 
Valley. The Order has a noble history 
in my State and around the world, 
where its parishioners and pastors have 
worked to spread virtue and to improve 
the lives of our citizens. 

Saint Cajetan, Paolo Consiglieri, 
Bonifacio da Colle, and Pope Paul IV 
founded the Theatine order nearly 5 
centuries ago in Italy, partly in re-
sponse to the upheavals of the Ref-
ormation. In the generations that fol-
lowed, the Theatines established mis-
sions in foreign lands, building church-
es and spreading their teachings to 
places like Peru, Borneo, Sumatra, 
Georgia, and Armenia. 

The Theatines arrived in Colorado at 
the end of the 19th century to a young 
State undergoing rapid changes. Thou-
sands of new immigrants from Ireland, 
Italy, Mexico, and elsewhere rushed to 
Colorado’s mines, farms, and ranches. 
These immigrants arrived in places 
like Durango, San Luis, and Antonito, 
and found a centuries-old Hispano cul-
ture and a deeply rooted Catholic faith. 

As these towns and settlements grew, 
so too did the demands on the parishes 
of Colorado. In 1906, the Bishop of Colo-
rado, Nicolas Matz, seeing a need for 
more priests in southwestern Colorado, 
asked the Theatine Order to serve Sa-
cred Heart Parish in Durango. The 
Reverend John Licciotti and the Rev-
erend Francisco Maria Blasquez Gomez 
held their first masses in a former 
schoolhouse, but the structure, and the 
missions in the region, grew quickly. 
In 1920, the order established St. 
Cajetan’s Church in Denver and began 
staffing the church in Antonito. Three 
years later, the order expanded to San 
Luis and its missions, and later to 
churches in Fort Collins and Colorado 
Springs. Today, the Theatine Order has 
19 priests in Colorado, serving thou-
sands of parishioners. 

In honoring the centennial of the 
Theatine Fathers, we recognize the 
contributions of the order to the par-
ishes and parishioners of Colorado, but 
we also celebrate the contributions of 
the fathers to the culture, faith, and 
history of our great State. Their work 
has helped bind communities, build 
schools, and instill virtue, compassion 
and character in our citizenry. The 
Theatines are pillars in their commu-
nities, giants who serve the greater 
good. 

I am proud to honor the Order of the 
Theatine Fathers and to have this op-
portunity to thank them for their cen-
tury of service. May the virtues that 
they teach in the towns and churches 
across the great State of Colorado con-
tinue to fill our hearts and guide our 
service for generations to come.∑ 

THE RED MASS 
∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, 
today I wish to share with this body 
the recent remarks of the new Arch-
bishop of Washington, Donald W. 
Wuerl, at this year’s 53rd Annual Red 
Mass in Washington, DC. I have had 
the pleasure of working with Arch-
bishop Wuerl in his previous service as 
the 11th bishop of Pittsburgh, PA. For 
18 years, he ministered to 800,000 
Catholics throughout southwestern 
Pennsylvania with generosity and com-
passion. 

The Red Mass is celebrated each year 
in Washington, DC., at the start of the 
Supreme Court session and tradition-
ally is held in the Cathedral of St. Mat-
thew the Apostle. Supreme Court Jus-
tices, judges, Government officials, 
lawyers, and people of all faiths regu-
larly attend the Mass to offer prayers 
for those who administer justice. This 
Mass is sponsored by the John Carroll 
Society. The Red Mass enjoys a rich 
history, originating many centuries 
ago in European capitols. Red Mass de-
rives its name from the traditional 
color of vestments worn by the cele-
brants of the Mass, signifying the scar-
let robes worn by royal judges who at-
tended the Mass centuries ago. The tra-
dition in the United States began in 
1928 in New York City and spread to 
cities across the country. 

I hope that in sharing his comments 
with my colleagues, we will continue 
the ongoing conversations among peo-
ple of faith about the roles of faith, 
law, and values in our system of de-
mocracy. 

Mr. President, I ask that the remarks 
of Archbishop Wuerl to which I referred 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The material follows. 
RED MASS HOMILY 

FAITH, LAW AND HUMAN VALUES 
Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl, Archbishop of 

Washington 
Cathedral of Matthew the Apostle, 

Washington, DC, Sunday, October 1, 2006 
Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, It is a 

privilege for me to join each of you at this 
53rd annual Red Mass sponsored by the John 
Carroll Society as part of a noble tradition 
in our nation’s capital of invoking the bless-
ing of God’s Holy Spirit on all who are en-
gaged in the service of the law, especially 
the members of the judiciary. 

Recently I received a beautiful plant root-
ed in a very attractive container with gor-
geous flowers mixed throughout the arrange-
ment. Within a few short days, however, 
even though I took great care of it, some of 
the flowers began to fade. It was only after 
I removed one of the withered flowers that I 
made the startling discovery that not all of 
the flowers were attached to the plant and 
rooted in the soil, but instead simply were 
placed in little plastic containers. As the 
flowers were not part of the plant and not 
rooted in the soil, they had no source of 
nourishment and died. 

A beautiful flower in an isolated container 
is much like the branch that Jesus speaks 
about in today’s Gospel text from St. John, 
the branch that gets cut off, detached from, 
isolated from the vine. Such a branch cannot 
bear much fruit—certainly not for long. 

Whatever image we use, the lesson is the 
same. We cannot be cut off from our 

rootedness. We cannot become isolated from 
our connectedness and expect to flourish. As 
a people, we have a need to be part of a liv-
ing unity with roots and a lived experience, 
with a history and, therefore, a future. Our 
lives as individuals and as a society are di-
minished to the extent that we allow our-
selves to be cut off or disconnected from that 
which identifies and nurtures us. Branches 
live and bear fruit only insofar as they are 
attached to the vine. 

No one person; no part of our society, no 
people can become isolated, cut off from its 
history, from its defining experiences of life, 
from its highest aspirations, from the les-
sons of faith and the inspiration of religion— 
from the very ‘‘soil’’ that sustains life-and 
still expect to grow and flourish. Faith con-
victions, moral values and defining religious 
experiences of life sustain the vitality of the 
whole society. We never stand alone, discon-
nected, uprooted, at least not for long with-
out withering. 

A profound part of the human experience is 
the search for truth and connectedness, and 
the development of human wisdom that in-
cludes the recognition of God, an apprecia-
tion of religious experience in human history 
and life, and the special truth that is di-
vinely revealed religious truth. 

Science linked to religiously grounded eth-
ics, art expressive of spirituality, technology 
reflective of human values, positive civil law 
rooted in the natural moral order are all 
branches connected to the vine. 

A healthy and vital society respects the 
wisdom of God made known to us through 
the gift of creation and the blessing of rev-
elation. We not only need God’s guidance, 
but we are created in such a way that we 
yearn for its light and direction. Pope John 
Paul II in his encyclical Fides et Ratio re-
minds us: ‘‘. . . God has placed in the human 
heart a desire to know the truth—in a word, 
to know himself—so that, by knowing and 
loving God, men and women may also come 
to the fullness of truth about themselves.’’ 
(Intro., Fides et Ratio) 

One reason we gather today in prayer for 
the outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
is our realization that it is the wisdom of 
God that fills up what is lacking in our own 
limited knowledge and understanding. Con-
nected to the vine, we access the richness of 
God’s word directing our human experience 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Cut 
off from the vine, we have only ourselves. 

At times our society, like many contem-
porary cultures heavily nurtured in a secular 
vision that draws its inspiration elsewhere, 
can be tempted to think that we are suffi-
cient unto ourselves in grappling with and 
answering the great human questions of 
every generation in every age: how shall I 
live; what is the meaning and, therefore, the 
value of life; how should we relate to each 
other; what are our obligations to one an-
other? 

The assertion by some that the secular 
voice alone should speak to the ordering of 
society and its public policy, that it alone 
can speak to the needs of the human condi-
tion, is being increasingly challenged. Look-
ing around, I see many young men and 
women who, in such increasing numbers, are 
looking for spiritual values, a sense of 
rootedness and hope for the future. In spite 
of all the options and challenges from the 
secular world competing for the allegiance of 
human hearts, the quiet, soft and gentle 
voice of the Spirit has not been stilled. 

Just as we are told in the first reading 
today that the Spirit of God was shared with 
some of the elders so, too, today we have a 
sense that that Spirit continues to be 
shared. The resurgence of spiritual renewal 
in its many forms bears testimony to the at-
avistic need to be connected to the vine and 
rooted in the soil of our faith experience. 
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As Jesus assures us in today’s Gospel: 

‘‘Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 
own unless it remains on the vine, so neither 
can you unless you remain in me.’’ The rev-
elation of the mystery of God-with-us is not 
incidental to that human experience. It gives 
light and direction to the struggle we call 
the human condition. Religious faith and 
faith-based values are not peripheral to the 
human enterprise. Our history, the history of 
mankind, is told in part in terms of our 
search for and response to the wisdom of 
God. 

Religious faith has long been a cornerstone 
of the American experience. From the 
Mayflower Compact, which begins ‘‘In the 
name of God, Amen,’’ to our Declaration of 
Independence, we hear loud echoes of our 
faith in God. It finds expression in our 
deepseated conviction that we have 
unalienable rights from ‘‘Nature and Na-
ture’s God.’’ 

Thomas Jefferson stated that the ideals 
and ideas that he set forth in the Declara-
tion of Independence were not original with 
him, but were the common opinion of his 
day. In a letter dated May 8, 1825, to Henry 
Lee, former governor of Virginia, Jefferson 
writes that the Declaration of Independence 
is ‘‘intended to be an expression of the Amer-
ican mind and to give to that expression the 
proper tone and spirit.’’ 

George Washington, after whom this city 
is named, was not the first, but perhaps was 
the most prominent, American political fig-
ure to highlight the vital part religion must 
play in the well-being of the nation. His 
often-quoted Farewell Address reminds us 
that we cannot expect national prosperity 
without morality, and morality cannot be 
sustained without religious principles. 

Morality and ethical considerations cannot 
be divorced from their religious antecedents. 
What we do and how we act, our morals and 
ethics, follow on what we believe. The reli-
gious convictions of a people sustain their 
moral decisions. 

What is religion’s place in public life? As 
our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, tells us 
in his first encyclical letter, ‘‘Deus Caritas 
Est’’ (God Is Love): ‘‘[f]or her part, the 
Church, as the social expression of Christian 
faith, has a proper independence and is struc-
tured on the basis of her faith as a commu-
nity which the State must recognize. The 
two spheres are distinct, yet always inter-
related’’ (DCE 28). Politics, law and faith are 
mingled because believers are also citizens. 
Church and state are home to the very same 
people. 

The place of religion and religious convic-
tion in public life is precisely to sustain 
those values that make possible a common 
good that is more than just temporary polit-
ical expediency. Without a value system 
rooted in morality and ethical integrity, 
there is the very real danger that human 
choices will be motivated solely by personal 
convenience and gain. 

To speak out against racial discrimination, 
social injustice or threats to the dignity of 
life is not to force values upon society, but 
rather to call our society to its own, long-ac-
cepted, moral principles and commitment to 
defend basic human rights, which is the func-
tion of law. 

Not only did Thomas Jefferson subscribe to 
the proposition that all are created equal, 
but his writings indicate that he extended 
the logic of that statement. All people are 
obliged to a code of morality that rests on 
the very human nature which is the founda-
tion for our human dignity and equality. Jef-
ferson recognizes no distinction between 
public and private morality. In a letter dated 
August 28, 1789, to James Madison, who later 
became the fourth president of our country, 
Jefferson wrote: ‘‘I know but one code of mo-

rality for all, whether acting singly or col-
lectively.’’ 

Perhaps nowhere is the relationship of val-
ues, religious faith, public policy and the ap-
plication of the law more deeply rooted in its 
historic expression than here in our nation’s 
capital. Here is the place where our first 
president, George Washington, and the first 
Catholic bishop in our country, John Carroll, 
recognized so very early on in the life of our 
country the need to respect, honor and sup-
port the understanding that the goals of gov-
ernance and the expression of faith-based 
morality mingle and overlap. At the same 
time, each was respectful of the prerogatives 
of the other, and both were mindful that all 
the voices needed to be heard. 

In the end, the goal of public policy, and 
its application and interpretation, must be 
not what we can do but what we ought to do; 
not what we have the ability to achieve, but 
what in our hearts, in our conscience and in 
our souls we know we must do. 

As believers, our hope for a better world is 
rooted in our faith that God will help us 
make this happen. Faith is the source of our 
perennial optimism and our social activism 
and involvement. If we work and work hard 
enough, God will be with us to bring about 
that world of peace, justice, understanding, 
wisdom, kindness, respect and love that we 
call His kingdom coming to be on earth. 

Our prayer today is that our American 
democratic society will continue to be a 
flowering plant connected to the vine with 
roots sunk deep into the rich soil of our na-
tional identity, spiritual experience and 
faith convictions. May our religious faith, as 
a foundational part of our national experi-
ence, continue to nurture and sustain each 
branch of our society so that by its very con-
nectedness to the vine it can blossom and 
flourish. 

Thank you.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING LARRY TICE 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
rise today to share with my colleagues 
in the Senate the story of an awful 
tragedy that took place in Weirton, 
WV. Larry Tice, a steelworker at the 
former Weirton Steel now called Mittal 
Steel’s Weirton Plant took his own life 
earlier this year after being over-
whelmed with a misplaced feeling of 
failure. 

Larry spent decades in Weirton 
Steel’s hot mill before he was 
transitioned to the tin mill in Mittal’s 
reorganization and shrinking of its op-
erations in Weirton. At its height, 
Weirton Steel employed 14,000—nearly 
everyone in a town of roughly 25,000. 
Twenty years ago employment was ap-
proximately 7,000, and today the com-
pany employs less than 2,000 people in 
a town that has shrunk to fewer than 
20,000 people. Weirton is a town that 
had been built around the plant, and 
the plant served as the town’s eco-
nomic engine for nearly 100 years. 
Weirton was and is known for its 
world-class steelmaking. 

Mr. Tice was a hard-working veteran 
at Weirton Steel. There had never been 
a doubt as to where Larry would work 
when he was growing up. He, like so 
many others, had been raised to believe 
if they worked hard, there would al-
ways be a job that included a living 
wage, competitive benefits, and a guar-
anteed pension. Larry’s father, uncles, 

and cousins had all worked at the mill. 
Larry worked there his whole life after 
signing up after high school graduation 
in 1973. Just before his death, his job 
was in jeopardy, many of his benefits 
diminished, and his pension had all but 
disappeared. 

Mr. Tice worked at the heart of the 
mill, in the pit, where glowing molten 
steel drifted overhead in 340-ton ladles, 
then roared out of 31⁄2-inch holes. He 
excelled in his area of work and was 
crew chief to six employees. Everyone 
says Mr. Tice enjoyed his work and 
took pride in what he did. It was not an 
easy job. The intense heat and the 
physical nature of the job tax workers 
physically and mentally, but Mr. Tice 
was a true steelworker, never com-
plaining and always doing what he was 
asked. 

After many layoffs at Weirton Steel 
and the closure of the hot end, Mr. Tice 
was relocated to the tin mill, but he 
happily accepted this assignment be-
cause he was one of those who would 
still have a job after another massive 
layoff. With the new job came many 
new stresses and worries. Mr. Tice had 
only 2 weeks to master the new ma-
chinery and technology; the tin mill 
was more technologically advanced and 
was a place that required new skills 
and processes. At age 51, this new, 
high-tech job posed a real challenge for 
Mr. Tice. The stress continued to 
mount and Mr. Tice began to feel infe-
rior, as his friends report, looking back 
on his last few months of life. 

Mr. Tice worried that the new man-
agement of Weirton would not tolerate 
a slow learning curve. He worried that 
if he didn’t pick up his new craft quick-
ly enough that he would be fired. In the 
end, friend and family pointed to some 
negative reinforcement and a general 
feeling of inadequacy on Mr. Tice’s 
part. This steelworker of two-plus dec-
ades worried that if he didn’t catch on 
quickly enough he wouldn’t be able to 
provide for his family or allow them 
the opportunities they deserved—wor-
ries that anyone who cares for a family 
can understand. Larry Tice was a fam-
ily man to his last days. 

This hardship and uncertainty, along 
with his constant pressure and concern 
for his family’s welfare, ultimately led 
to him taking his own life. Mr. Tice’s 
widow, Mary, is now only left to won-
der what was so inescapable. Mary 
spoke with Larry over the phone mo-
ments before his death and he told her 
he had ‘screwed up,’ though he did not 
elaborate further. At home, Larry hung 
up the telephone. When Mary tried 
calling back, there was no answer. She 
then drove home, though it was too 
late. 

I stand before you today to ask that 
Larry Tice’s story be remembered, 
along with the ongoing struggle of all 
steelworkers. Many ask why we in 
steel States fight so hard for our steel 
jobs, and it is because of stories like 
Larry Tice’s that touch our hearts. It 
is so that no more steelworkers will 
suffer the agony Mr. Tice endured and 
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