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national user facility that generates intense 
light for scientific and technological re-
search that, among other accomplishments, 
has helped reveal how bacteria resist anti-
biotics, how inexpensive and efficient solar 
cells can be fabricated, and how unique sub-
stances like quasicrystals possess properties 
never before seen by humans; 

Whereas the National Center for Electron 
Microscopy of the Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory houses several of the most 
advanced microscopes and tools for micro-
characterization in the world, including the 
One-Angstrom Microscope and the Spin Po-
larized Low-Energy Electron Microscope, 
that allow scientists to gain a basic sci-
entific understanding of new energy-efficient 
materials, as well as to analyze the behavior 
of materials such as magnets, super-
conductors, ceramics, and high-temperature 
alloys; and 

Whereas the National Energy Research 
Scientific Computing Center of the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory is the flagship 
scientific computing facility for the Office of 
Science of the Department of Energy, and is 
1 of the largest facilities in the world that is 
devoted to providing computational re-
sources and expertise for basic scientific re-
search: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the outstanding and unique 

role that the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory has played over the past 75 years 
in the scientific and technological advance-
ment of the United States and the inter-
national community; and 

(2) congratulates the dedicated past and 
present scientists and researchers who have 
worked at the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory to make the institution 1 of the 
greatest research resources in the world. 

f 

NATIONAL FIREFIGHTER 
APPRECIATION DAY 

The resolution (S. Res. 596) desig-
nating Tuesday, October 10, 2006, as 
‘‘National Firefighter Appreciation 
Day’’ to honor and celebrate the fire-
fighters of the United States was con-
sidered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 596 

Whereas there are more than 1,100,000 fire-
fighters in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 75 percent of all 
firefighters in the United States are volun-
teers who receive little or no compensation 
for their heroic work; 

Whereas there are more than 30,000 fire de-
partments in the United States; 

Whereas thousands of firefighters have 
died in the line of duty since the date that 
Benjamin Franklin founded the first volun-
teer fire department in 1735; 

Whereas 346 firefighters and emergency 
personnel died while responding to the ter-
rorist attacks that occurred on September 
11, 2001; 

Whereas firefighters respond to more than 
20,000,000 calls during a typical year; 

Whereas firefighters also provide emer-
gency medical services, hazardous materials 
response, special rescue response, terrorism 
response, and life safety education; 

Whereas, in 1922, President Harding de-
clared the week of October 9 to be ‘‘Fire Pre-
vention Week’’; and 

Whereas the second Tuesday in October is 
an appropriate day for the establishment of 
a ‘‘National Firefighter Appreciation Day’’: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Tues-
day, October 10, 2006, as ‘‘National Fire-
fighter Appreciation Day’’ to honor and cele-
brate the firefighters of the United States. 

f 

NATIONAL HISPANIC MEDIA WEEK 

The resolution (S. Res. 597) desig-
nating the period beginning on October 
8, 2006, and ending on October 14, 2006, 
as ‘‘National Hispanic Media Week’’ in 
honor of the Hispanic media of the 
United States was considered and 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 597), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 597 

Whereas, for almost 470 years, the United 
States has benefitted from the work of His-
panic writers and publishers; 

Whereas more than 600 Hispanic publishers 
circulate more than 20,000,000 copies of publi-
cations every week in the United States; 

Whereas 1 out of every 8 citizens of the 
United States is served by a Hispanic pub-
lisher; 

Whereas the Hispanic press informs many 
citizens of the United States about the great 
political, economic, and social issues of the 
day; 

Whereas the Hispanic press of the United 
States particularly focuses on informing and 
promoting the well-being of the Hispanic 
community of the United States; and 

Whereas, by commemorating the achieve-
ments of the Hispanic press, the Senate ac-
knowledges the important role that the His-
panic press has played in the history of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the period beginning on Oc-

tober 8, 2006, and ending on October 14, 2006, 
as ‘‘National Hispanic Media Week’’, in 
honor of the Hispanic Media of the United 
States; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

f 

NATIONAL CHARACTER COUNTS 
WEEK 

A resolution (S. Res. 598) designating 
the week beginning October 15, 2006, as 
‘‘National Character Counts Week’’ 
was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 598), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 598 

Whereas the well-being of the United 
States requires that the young people of the 
United States become an involved, caring 
citizenry with good character; 

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent as violence by 
and against youth increasingly threatens the 
physical and psychological well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas more than ever, children need 
strong and constructive guidance from their 
families and their communities, including 
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups; 

Whereas the character of a nation is only 
as strong as the character of its individual 
citizens; 

Whereas the public good is advanced when 
young people are taught the importance of 
good character and the positive effects that 
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace; 

Whereas scholars and educators agree that 
people do not automatically develop good 
character and that, therefore, conscientious 
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young 
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character; 

Whereas, although character development 
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities, 
schools, and youth, civic, and human service 
organizations also play an important role in 
fostering and promoting good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages students, 
teachers, parents, youth, and community 
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to 
play a role in determining the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas effective character education is 
based on core ethical values, which form the 
foundation of democratic society; 

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, citizenship, and honesty; 

Whereas elements of character transcend 
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences; 

Whereas the character and conduct of our 
youth reflect the character and conduct of 
society, and, therefore, every adult has the 
responsibility to teach and model ethical 
values and every social institution has the 
responsibility to promote the development of 
good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages individuals 
and organizations, especially those who have 
an interest in the education and training of 
the young people of the United States, to 
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic 
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society; 

Whereas many schools in the United States 
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to 
integrate the values of their communities 
into their teaching activities; and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Character Counts Week, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups, 
and other organizations would focus on char-
acter education, would be of great benefit to 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning October 

15, 2006, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups— 

(A) to embrace the elements of character 
identified by local schools and communities, 
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and 

(B) to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies, programs, and activities. 

f 

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD LEAD 
POISONING PREVENTION WEEK 

The resolution (S. Res. 599) desig-
nating the week of October 23, 2006, 
through October 27, 2006, as ‘‘National 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week’’ was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 599), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 599 

Whereas lead poisoning is a leading envi-
ronmental health hazard to children in the 
United States; 

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 310,000 pre-
school children in the United States have 
harmful levels of lead in their blood; 
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