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The Almanac of American Politics has writ-

ten that HENRY HYDE is ‘‘one of the most re-
spected and intellectually honest members of 
the House’’ and ‘‘has proven himself as one of 
the most eloquent members of the House’’ 
and that his ‘‘speeches are classics.’’ 

In abortion debates HENRY HYDE remains 
the great defender of children and their moms, 
the champion of the most fundamental of all 
human rights—the right to life. Because of the 
Hyde amendment countless young children 
and adults walk on this earth today and have 
an opportunity to prosper because they were 
spared destruction when they were most at 
risk. With malice towards none, HENRY HYDE 
often took to this microphone to politely ask us 
to show compassion and respect—even 
love—for the innocent and inconvenient baby 
about to be annihilated. In one speech here 
on this floor he stated, ‘‘for over two centuries 
of our national history, we have struggled to 
create a society of inclusion—we keep wid-
ening the circle of those for whom we are re-
sponsible—the aged, the infirm, the poor. 
Slaves were freed, women were enfranchised, 
civil rights and voting rights acts were passed, 
our public spaces made accessible to the 
handicapped, Social Security for the elderly— 
all in the name of widening the circle of inclu-
sion and protection. This great trajectory in our 
national history has been shattered by Roe v. 
Wade and its progeny. By denying an entire 
class of human beings the welcome and pro-
tection of our laws, we have betrayed the best 
in our tradition. We have also put at risk every 
life which someday someone might find incon-
venient. What I ask here today, ‘‘welcome the 
little stranger.’’ 

In another speech on U.S. foreign policy in 
the 21st century given in Committee back in 
2001, HENRY eloquently summed up the chal-
lenges and I quote in part ‘‘As a new century 
opens, the United States finds itself at a 
unique moment, not only in its own history, but 
in that of the world as well. We stand at the 
pinnacle of power: in virtually every area—mili-
tary, economic, technological, cultural, polit-
ical—we enjoy a primacy that is unprece-
dented and virtually unchallenged. Our poten-
tial at times seems unlimited, to some perhaps 
even permanent. . . . But as pleasant as these 
thoughts may be, I confess that I also see 
much that concerns me. . . . The concern I 
speak of is the longer-term, specifically how 
well we will use the enormous power we cur-
rently possess to secure the future for our 
country and the generations to come. The 
wealth of opportunities we currently possess 
are not permanent; the luxury of choice may 
be a passing one. To believe that we shall al-
ways be above the fray, untouched and un-
touchable by the forces of destruction still at 
work in this world, is a dangerous illusion . . . 
The principal problem, the one that concerns 
me the most, is that we have no long-term 
strategy, no practical plan for shaping the fu-
ture. . . . Despite our power, we must resist 
the temptation of believing we can fix every 
problem, indulge in every wish. Part of our 
strategy must be to decide what we cannot 
do, what we choose not to do, and to ensure 
that others take up their responsibilities. . . . 
So even as we revel in our good fortune, my 
great hope is that we will use this gift of time 
to plan for the future, unhurried, uncoerced, 
but mindful of the task at hand, aware that our 
opportunity to do so is a mortal one. The 
choice is clear: We can either shape the future 

or have it shape us. A century ago, Britain 
stood majestically at the height of her power. 
Within 40 years, the knife was at her throat, 
and she survived only because the United 
States was there to rescue her. But, Mr. Sec-
retary, as you are well aware, there is no one 
to rescue us. That is why we must think long 
and hard about how we can use the opportu-
nities that Providence and the labors of two 
centuries have provided us to so shape the 
world that the need for rescue never occurs.’’ 

A Congressman for 32 years, a Chairman 
for 6 years of the Judiciary Committee and for 
another 6 years Chairman of the International 
Relations Committee, HENRY has been a pro-
digious lawmaker. With uncanny skill, deter-
mination and grace, he has crafted numerous, 
historic bipartisan laws and common sense 
policies that have lifted people out of poverty, 
helped alleviate disease, strengthened the 
U.S. Code to protect victims and get the crimi-
nals off the streets and has been magnificent 
in his defense of democracy and freedom both 
here and overseas. 

One of his many legislative accomplish-
ments includes his authorship of the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), a 5-year $15 billion plan to combat 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. During 
the debate Chairman HYDE was positively inci-
sive as he compared the HIV/AIDS crisis to 
the Bubonic plague of the 14th century—the 
black death—and challenged us to enact a 
comprehensive program, which we did, to res-
cue the sick, assist the dying and prevent the 
contagion from spreading. 

Having served with this brilliant one-of-a- 
kind lawmaker for my 26 years here, I hope 
HENRY HYDE knows that I—and so many oth-
ers—will truly miss him. He is as irreplaceable 
as irreplaceable can get. 

Mr. BUYER. Madam. Speaker. I rise to sa-
lute one of the greatest Members of this body, 
HENRY HYDE. 

Congressman HYDE has a distinguished ca-
reer in public service, beginning with his serv-
ice in the Navy during World War II. Following 
service in the Illinois General Assembly, Mr. 
HYDE won election to the House of Represent-
atives in 1974, admittedly a tough year for Re-
publicans. 

It was not long before HENRY’s leadership 
and steadfastness to principle became appar-
ent to this House. HENRY has been a stalwart 
defender of the rights of the unborn, and has 
pushed the Congress to see clearly the impact 
of its decisions on the defenseless. 

I have been honored to serve with HENRY 
while he was Chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, enduring long markups to move the 
Contract with America legislation, equipping 
our law enforcement with the tools to fight ter-
rorism, and combating the scourge of drugs in 
our society. 

His amiable personality hides an individual 
who doesn’t shy from a fight, especially for up-
holding the Constitution, the rule of law, and 
other interests of the United States. 

He is a true giant in this House. His pres-
ence next Congress will be missed and I am 
honored to call him friend. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-

clude extraneous material on the mat-
ter of my Special Order today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 5682, 
HENRY J. HYDE UNITED STATES- 
INDIA PEACEFUL ATOMIC EN-
ERGY COOPERATION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. BOEHNER (during the Special 
Order of Mr. KIRK) submitted the fol-
lowing conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 5682) to exempt 
from certain requirements of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 a proposed 
nuclear agreement for cooperation 
with India: 

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 109–721) 

The committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 5682), to exempt from certain 
requirements of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954 a proposed nuclear agree-
ment for cooperation with India, hav-
ing met, after full and free conference, 
have agreed to recommend and do rec-
ommend to their respective Houses as 
follows: 

That the House recede from its dis-
agreement to the amendment of the 
Senate and agree to the same with an 
amendment as follows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be 
inserted by the Senate amendment, in-
sert the following: 

TITLE I—UNITED STATES AND INDIA 
NUCLEAR COOPERATION 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Henry J. Hyde 

United States-India Peaceful Atomic Energy Co-
operation Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 102. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) preventing the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons, other weapons of mass destruction, 
the means to produce them, and the means to 
deliver them are critical objectives for United 
States foreign policy; 

(2) sustaining the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and strengthening its implementa-
tion, particularly its verification and compli-
ance, is the keystone of United States non-
proliferation policy; 

(3) the NPT has been a significant success in 
preventing the acquisition of nuclear weapons 
capabilities and maintaining a stable inter-
national security situation; 

(4) countries that have never become a party 
to the NPT and remain outside that treaty’s 
legal regime pose a potential challenge to the 
achievement of the overall goals of global non-
proliferation, because those countries have not 
undertaken the NPT obligation to prohibit the 
spread of nuclear weapons capabilities; 

(5) it is in the interest of the United States to 
the fullest extent possible to ensure that those 
countries that are not States Party to the NPT 
are responsible in the disposition of any nuclear 
technology they develop; 

(6) it is in the interest of the United States to 
enter into an agreement for nuclear cooperation 
arranged pursuant to section 123 of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153) with a coun-
try that has never been a State Party to the 
NPT if— 

(A) the country has demonstrated responsible 
behavior with respect to the nonproliferation of 
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