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RECOGNIZING BRADLEY C. 
KEENEY FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Bradley Keeney, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 357, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Bradley has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Bradley has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. It is with extreme 
pleasure that I commend the dedication Brad-
ley has shown. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Bradley for his accomplishments 
with the Boy Scouts of America and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout. I am proud to represent 
Bradley in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR. 
BERNARD SIDNEY DITTMAN 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, Mobile County 
and indeed the entire State of Alabama re-
cently lost a dear friend, and I rise today to 
honor him and pay tribute to his memory. Mr. 
Bernard Sidney Dittman, known as ‘‘Bernie’’ to 
his many friends and family, was a devoted 
family man and dedicated community leader 
throughout his life. 

Bernie purchased WABB–AM in Mobile, Ala-
bama, in 1959. This station, previously owned 
by the Mobile Press-Register newspaper orga-
nization, first went on the air in 1948 with call 
letters that stand for ‘‘Alabama’s Best Broad-
casters.’’ 

One year later, Bernie moved to Mobile and 
completely changed the broadcast format of 
the station. His conversion of WABB from a 
country station to Top 40 propelled WABB to 
the position of the leading station in that for-
mat and one of the premiere stations any-
where along Alabama’s Gulf Coast. 

In 1973, Bernie took WABB in a new direc-
tion when the station added a new FM signal 
and began to broadcast a progressive rock 
format. At a time when most automobiles were 
not equipped with FM receivers, Bernie and 
his team ran an extensive series of on-air pro-
motions encouraging the installation of low- 
cost FM receivers. 

Under Bernie Dittman’s leadership, WABB 
became one of the longest-running and most 
successful Top 40 radio stations in the United 
States. 

The station has also spearheaded over the 
years the move to more equality in the hiring 
of on-air personalities and staff members. In 
fact, WABB was one of the first stations in 
south Alabama to hire both women and Afri-
can-Americans for important announcer posi-
tions. WABB has also been a critical part of 
Mobile’s emergency broadcast community and 
played a crucial role in providing information to 
listeners during Hurricane Frederic (1979) and 
Hurricane Ivan (2004). During Ivan, WABB 
was one of the few stations in the area able 
to transmit continuously during the storm with-
out losing power. Following the end of the 
storm, the station also led the effort to collect 
and distribute relief material to neighboring 
States which had also been severely affected. 

Aside from his professional obligations, Ber-
nie ensured that WABB and its family of em-
ployees took an active role in the life of the 
Mobile community. 

For the past 47 years, the station has oper-
ated the WABB Community Club Awards Pro-
gram of Greater Mobile, which has provided 
over $250,000 in financial awards to local 
civic, religious, and cultural institutions. Addi-
tionally, the station has been a 40-year spon-
sor of the Greater Gulf State Fair, a 35-year 
sponsor of the Alabama Deep Sea Fishing 
Rodeo, and a long-time sponsor of both the 
Senior Bowl and GMAC Bowl college football 
games. 

Additionally, the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Mobile, the United States Marine 
Corps Toys for Tots program, the Mobile Ron-
ald McDonald House and numerous other or-
ganizations advocating area youth have bene-
fited tremendously from Bernie’s leadership 
and community involvement. In fact, the area 
Toys for Tots program holds the record for the 
single largest toy collection anywhere in the 
United States, with over 100,000 toys col-
lected—due in no small part to the efforts of 
Bernie and his entire team. 

Bernie was a longtime member of the Ala-
bama Broadcasters’ Association and the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters and in 2000 
was the recipient of the Greater Mobile Adver-
tising Federation Silver Medal Award. 

Mr. Speaker, there have been few individ-
uals more important to the broadcast profes-
sion in Alabama or to the life of their local 
community than Bernie Dittman. 

He was an outstanding example of the qual-
ity individuals who have devoted their lives to 
the field of broadcasting, and I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in remembering a 
dedicated community leader and friend to 
many throughout south Alabama. 

Bernie Dittman loved life and lived it to the 
fullest, and his passing marks a tremendous 
loss for all of south Alabama. He will be deep-
ly missed by many, most especially his wife, 
Judith S. Dittman; his 3 daughters, Betsy 
Dittman, Stephanie Teichmer, and Marsha 
Scimo; his sister Sylvia Scott; and 3 grand-

children; as well as countless friends and loyal 
employees that he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
at this difficult time. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JEANETTE 
ROBINSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jeanette Robinson in recognition of her 
multiple accomplishments as a professional 
bowler. 

Jeanette has been inducted into seven 
bowling halls of fame and is the only person 
to have attained this great honor. Her competi-
tion and coaching endeavors have allowed her 
to travel the world and work with the best 
players internationally. Jeanette has also 
bowled a competitive frame in 49 of 50 states. 

Jeanette grew up in Flint, Michigan and 
picked up her first bowling ball in 1956 at age 
28. By 1957, Jeanette was coaching youth 
and seniors in addition to running leagues and 
tournaments full-time. As the first known per-
son to organize and promote national bowling 
tournaments for the deaf and the blind in 1958 
and 1959, she laid the foundation for making 
bowling a sport for everyone. 

As more coaching opportunities became 
available, Jeanette’s travels increased, and 
she was chosen president of the Professional 
Women’s Bowlers Association in 1965. She 
held this position for 10 years until stepping 
down in 1975. Under her leadership, the wom-
en’s professional bowling tour grew exponen-
tially. 

Although Jeanette still bowls today, her true 
love is coaching and she currently holds the 
position of resident professional at The Orle-
ans Bowling Center. Her work with the local 
Las Vegas high school leagues, professional 
tours and family bowlers at The Orleans is 
most rewarding because it is the legacy of her 
sport that she hopes to see passed on from 
generation to generation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Jeanette 
Robinson. Her lifetime contributions to the 
sport of bowling are truly commendable. I wish 
her the best in all of her future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE AUXIL-
IARY TO BELLEVUE HOSPITAL 
CENTER, INC. ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ITS FOUNDING 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the Auxiliary to Bellevue Hospital Cen-
ter, Inc., which is celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary of service to the community. During that 
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time, the Auxiliary has developed into an in-
valuable resource for Bellevue Hospital, one of 
our Nation’s most renowned hospitals. Over 
the past 100 years the Auxiliary has provided 
in excess of $45 million in support, piloted nu-
merous new programs and been a source of 
satisfying work for thousands of volunteers. At 
their gala recognizing, they are honoring Rita 
J. Kaplan, for her philanthropy, Dr. Robert S. 
Holzman, for patient care, and Michael 
‘‘Buzzy’’ O’Keeffe, for community service. 
They are all sterling examples of the extraor-
dinary volunteers who have made the Auxiliary 
such a superb institution. 

The Auxiliary was founded in 1906 by a 
group of socially conscious women who want-
ed to support the Bellevue Tuberculosis Clinic. 
Among other things, they created a Day Camp 
in 1908 on the old ferryboat ‘‘Southfield,’’ an-
chored off the Bellevue Hospital grounds, so 
that patients could spend time in the open air. 
Contemporaneously, another group of philan-
thropic-minded women formed the Convales-
cent Relief Committee to assist in the well- 
being, care and convalescence of Bellevue 
patients. In 1907 a third group, The Syna-
gogue Committee formed to translate for Yid-
dish-speaking Bellevue patients and provide 
for their social service needs. 

The three groups grew steadily until their 
work encompassed every ward and clinic at 
the hospital. Eventually they recognized that 
they would accomplish more by working to-
gether. Thus, in 1940 the Auxiliary merged 
with the Convalescent Relief Committee and 
the Synagogue Committee and in 1945 the 
Auxiliary was legally incorporated as the So-
cial Service Auxiliary to Bellevue Hospital. In 
1956, the organization adopted its current 
name: the Auxiliary to Bellevue Hospital Cen-
ter, Inc. 

Volunteers have entertained patients and 
provided caring assistance to those in need. 
Additionally, through the years, the Auxiliary’s 
volunteers have launched innumerable 
projects to serve Bellevue’s patients. For ex-
ample, in 1941 the Auxiliary founded and 
began staffing three patient libraries located in 
the TB, general and psychiatric divisions. The 
Interfaith Chaplaincy Program also counts on 
Auxiliary volunteers to help them attend to the 
patients’ spiritual needs. 

Volunteers have raised money for the hos-
pital through a number of different enterprises 
and fundraising events, providing millions of 
dollars for the Hospital’s needs. From thrift 
shops through coffee shops, the Auxiliary has 
been entrepreneurial in its approach to fund-
raising. The Auxiliary’s Stuyvesant Square 
Thrift Shop at 80th Street is considered one of 
the best places in Manhattan to find inexpen-
sive designer wear and other interesting 
clothes. The thrift shop is the successor to 
The Little Jack Horner Shop which opened 
during the Depression to serve patients and 
their families by providing low priced wares 
and clothing. The Bellevue Snack Bar opened 
on May 23, 1956 and has served physicians, 
staff and visitors to Bellevue Hospital while 
providing revenue for the Auxiliary’s needs. 
Fifty years later the snack bar, now the Coffee 
Shop, continues to operate. The Bellevue 
Newsstand was created by the Auxiliary in 
1970 and continues as a combination News-
stand/Gift Shop. 

Notwithstanding the changes that have 
taken place during the past 100 years, service 
continues to be the Auxiliary’s primary mis-

sion. Today’s Auxiliary is a vibrant organiza-
tion comprised of caring and involved people 
who pride themselves on having an impact on 
the well-being of all of the patients of Bellevue 
Hospital Center. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting the hard-working, caring and com-
passionate volunteers of the Auxiliary to Belle-
vue for their 100 years of service to the pa-
tients of Bellevue Hospital. Every patient who 
passed through its doors has benefitted from 
their dedication. 

f 

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, when the Con-
gress was in recess this fall, a significant mile-
stone in the fight for freedom occurred. 

This past October 23 marked the 50th anni-
versary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. I 
want to recognize the young freedom fighters 
who on that day against monumental odds, 
put their lives on the line to fight for the libera-
tion of their country from the oppression of a 
dominating communist empire. 

They are true heroes, not only to citizens of 
Hungarian origin who have come to America, 
but to freedom-loving people around the world. 
As we remember the sacrifice of these free-
dom fighters, it is important to take the time to 
reflect upon the importance to freedom and 
liberty, and remember those who dedicate 
their lives to defending human rights. 

f 

HONORING JACK FINNEY 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor my friend Jack Finney. Jack recently 
celebrated his 90th birthday by donating more 
than $1 million to the Hunt Memorial Hospital 
District Charitable Health Foundation. Jack’s 
generous donation will ultimately enhance the 
soon-to-be-built cancer center on the campus 
of Presbyterian Hospital of Greenville. 

Jack has a long history of making generous 
gifts to the community, having donated land, 
money, and his time to a variety of institutions 
such as Texas A&M University at College Sta-
tion, Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum, 
Greenville YMCA, Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce, Paris Junior College, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce, the Greenville schools 
and many others. Other institutions that have 
benefited from his leadership include the local 
Rotary, Chamber of Commerce, and Board of 
DeveIopment as well as Texas A&M 
Universtiy, the Texas Baptist Foundation, and 
the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

Jack’s efforts have led to multiple honors 
from Texas A&M, including his selection as a 
Distinguished Alumnus and election to the Hall 
of Honor of the A&M Corps of Cadets. Jack 
has also been honored with Greenville’s ‘‘Wor-
thy Citizen’’ Award, for which he donated 
$50,000 establishing an endowment to main-
tain the annual award in perpetuity. 

In appreciation of Jack’s latest gift, the Hos-
pital District’s Board of Directors have decided 
to name the new cancer center the Lou and 
Jack Finney Cancer Center in honor of Jack 
and his late wife, Lou House Finney. Lou and 
Jack were married for 68 years prior to her 
death in 2005. 

During the reception honoring Jack’s gift, 
Mayor Tom Oliver of Greenville proclaimed 
August 15th ‘‘Jack Finney Day’’ in the City of 
Greenville. 

It has been speculated that Jack’s gift is the 
largest single gift that an individual has ever 
made to a non-profit organization in Hunt 
County, and that certainly speaks volumes 
about Jack’s generosity. Having given his 
time, money, and energy to so many worthy 
causes it is not surprising for Jack to have 
celebrated his 90th birthday with so large and 
charitable a gift. The community is fortunate 
indeed to have so generous a benefactor. 
Jack has spent his life serving and enriching 
the community, and his latest gift only further 
reinforces this legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, as we adjourn today, let us do 
so in appreciation of the benevolence of this 
fine man and my friend—Jack Finney. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ST. THOMAS’ 
EPISCOPAL SCOTTISH ARTS PRO-
GRAM 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate the Pipe Band and Highland 
Dancers of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Scottish 
Arts Program for their success and community 
service in Houston, Texas. 

On August 26, 2006, the St. Thomas’ Epis-
copal School Pipe Band won their fifth Juve-
nile World Pipe Band Championship title in 
Glasgow, Scotland. They also received 1st 
Place in Grade III Competitions at the 
Inverkeithing and Crieff Highland Games. 

The Highland Dancers won more than 120 
medals during the August, 2006 Scotland 
competitions. The 2006 U.S. and North Amer-
ican Highland Dancing Champion, Carla Gard-
ner, received 4th overall at the World Highland 
Dancing Championships. The Highland Danc-
ers have won 21 U.S. Championships and one 
World Championship. 

The St. Thomas’ Episcopal School Pipe 
Band and Highland Dancers are regularly in-
vited to civic and charitable events and have 
performed for the United States Marine Corps, 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Children’s 
Cancer Hospital at the M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center, the Special Olympics, the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Center, the Boy Scouts 
of America, NASA, the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science, the Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety, the Houston Fire Department, the Hous-
ton Police Department, the Galveston Histor-
ical Society, the British American Business 
Council, the Heather and Thistle Society, and 
the British Consulate. 

The St. Thomas’ Episcopal Scottish Arts 
Program serves to inform, educate, and enter-
tain the public about the Scottish performing 
arts, and has helped to underscore the impor-
tance of maintaining and preserving ethnic ar-
tistic traditions. The Scottish Arts Program of 
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