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time, the Auxiliary has developed into an in-
valuable resource for Bellevue Hospital, one of
our Nation’s most renowned hospitals. Over
the past 100 years the Auxiliary has provided
in excess of $45 million in support, piloted nu-
merous new programs and been a source of
satisfying work for thousands of volunteers. At
their gala recognizing, they are honoring Rita
J. Kaplan, for her philanthropy, Dr. Robert S.
Holzman, for patient care, and Michael
“Buzzy” O’'Keeffe, for community service.
They are all sterling examples of the extraor-
dinary volunteers who have made the Auxiliary
such a superb institution.

The Auxiliary was founded in 1906 by a
group of socially conscious women who want-
ed to support the Bellevue Tuberculosis Clinic.
Among other things, they created a Day Camp
in 1908 on the old ferryboat “Southfield,” an-
chored off the Bellevue Hospital grounds, so
that patients could spend time in the open air.
Contemporaneously, another group of philan-
thropic-minded women formed the Convales-
cent Relief Committee to assist in the well-
being, care and convalescence of Bellevue
patients. In 1907 a third group, The Syna-
gogue Committee formed to translate for Yid-
dish-speaking Bellevue patients and provide
for their social service needs.

The three groups grew steadily until their
work encompassed every ward and clinic at
the hospital. Eventually they recognized that
they would accomplish more by working to-
gether. Thus, in 1940 the Auxiliary merged
with the Convalescent Relief Committee and
the Synagogue Committee and in 1945 the
Auxiliary was legally incorporated as the So-
cial Service Auxiliary to Bellevue Hospital. In
1956, the organization adopted its current
name: the Auxiliary to Bellevue Hospital Cen-
ter, Inc.

Volunteers have entertained patients and
provided caring assistance to those in need.
Additionally, through the years, the Auxiliary’s
volunteers have launched innumerable
projects to serve Bellevue’s patients. For ex-
ample, in 1941 the Auxiliary founded and
began staffing three patient libraries located in
the TB, general and psychiatric divisions. The
Interfaith Chaplaincy Program also counts on
Auxiliary volunteers to help them attend to the
patients’ spiritual needs.

Volunteers have raised money for the hos-
pital through a number of different enterprises
and fundraising events, providing millions of
dollars for the Hospital's needs. From thrift
shops through coffee shops, the Auxiliary has
been entrepreneurial in its approach to fund-
raising. The Auxiliary’s Stuyvesant Square
Thrift Shop at 80th Street is considered one of
the best places in Manhattan to find inexpen-
sive designer wear and other interesting
clothes. The thrift shop is the successor to
The Little Jack Horner Shop which opened
during the Depression to serve patients and
their families by providing low priced wares
and clothing. The Bellevue Snack Bar opened
on May 23, 1956 and has served physicians,
staff and visitors to Bellevue Hospital while
providing revenue for the Auxiliary’s needs.
Fifty years later the snack bar, now the Coffee
Shop, continues to operate. The Bellevue
Newsstand was created by the Auxiliary in
1970 and continues as a combination News-
stand/Gift Shop.

Notwithstanding the changes that have
taken place during the past 100 years, service
continues to be the Auxiliary’s primary mis-
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sion. Today’s Auxiliary is a vibrant organiza-
tion comprised of caring and involved people
who pride themselves on having an impact on
the well-being of all of the patients of Bellevue
Hospital Center.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting the hard-working, caring and com-
passionate volunteers of the Auxiliary to Belle-
vue for their 100 years of service to the pa-
tients of Bellevue Hospital. Every patient who
passed through its doors has benefitted from
their dedication.

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM
HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, when the Con-
gress was in recess this fall, a significant mile-
stone in the fight for freedom occurred.

This past October 23 marked the 50th anni-
versary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. |
want to recognize the young freedom fighters
who on that day against monumental odds,
put their lives on the line to fight for the libera-
tion of their country from the oppression of a
dominating communist empire.

They are true heroes, not only to citizens of
Hungarian origin who have come to America,
but to freedom-loving people around the world.
As we remember the sacrifice of these free-
dom fighters, it is important to take the time to
reflect upon the importance to freedom and
liberty, and remember those who dedicate
their lives to defending human rights.
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HON. RALPH M. HALL
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor my friend Jack Finney. Jack recently
celebrated his 90th birthday by donating more
than $1 million to the Hunt Memorial Hospital
District Charitable Health Foundation. Jack’s
generous donation will ultimately enhance the
soon-to-be-built cancer center on the campus
of Presbyterian Hospital of Greenville.

Jack has a long history of making generous
gifts to the community, having donated land,
money, and his time to a variety of institutions
such as Texas A&M University at College Sta-
tion, Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum,
Greenville YMCA, Greenville Chamber of
Commerce, Paris Junior College, Texas A&M
University-Commerce, the Greenville schools
and many others. Other institutions that have
benefited from his leadership include the local
Rotary, Chamber of Commerce, and Board of
Development as well as Texas A&M
Universtiy, the Texas Baptist Foundation, and
the U.S. Small Business Administration.

Jack’s efforts have led to multiple honors
from Texas A&M, including his selection as a
Distinguished Alumnus and election to the Hall
of Honor of the A&M Corps of Cadets. Jack
has also been honored with Greenville’s “Wor-
thy Citizen” Award, for which he donated
$50,000 establishing an endowment to main-
tain the annual award in perpetuity.
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In appreciation of Jack’s latest gift, the Hos-
pital District's Board of Directors have decided
to name the new cancer center the Lou and
Jack Finney Cancer Center in honor of Jack
and his late wife, Lou House Finney. Lou and
Jack were married for 68 years prior to her
death in 2005.

During the reception honoring Jack’s gift,
Mayor Tom Oliver of Greenville proclaimed
August 15th “Jack Finney Day” in the City of
Greenville.

It has been speculated that Jack’s gift is the
largest single gift that an individual has ever
made to a non-profit organization in Hunt
County, and that certainly speaks volumes
about Jack’s generosity. Having given his
time, money, and energy to so many worthy
causes it is not surprising for Jack to have
celebrated his 90th birthday with so large and
charitable a gift. The community is fortunate
indeed to have so generous a benefactor.
Jack has spent his life serving and enriching
the community, and his latest gift only further
reinforces this legacy.

Mr. Speaker, as we adjourn today, let us do
so in appreciation of the benevolence of this
fine man and my friend—Jack Finney.

———

CONGRATULATING ST. THOMAS’
EPISCOPAL SCOTTISH ARTS PRO-
GRAM

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, | want to
congratulate the Pipe Band and Highland
Dancers of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Scottish
Arts Program for their success and community
service in Houston, Texas.

On August 26, 2006, the St. Thomas’ Epis-
copal School Pipe Band won their fifth Juve-
nile World Pipe Band Championship title in
Glasgow, Scotland. They also received 1st
Place in Grade Il Competitions at the
Inverkeithing and Crieff Highland Games.

The Highland Dancers won more than 120
medals during the August, 2006 Scotland
competitions. The 2006 U.S. and North Amer-
ican Highland Dancing Champion, Carla Gard-
ner, received 4th overall at the World Highland
Dancing Championships. The Highland Danc-
ers have won 21 U.S. Championships and one
World Championship.

The St. Thomas’ Episcopal School Pipe
Band and Highland Dancers are regularly in-
vited to civic and charitable events and have
performed for the United States Marine Corps,
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Children’s
Cancer Hospital at the M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center, the Special Olympics, the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Center, the Boy Scouts
of America, NASA, the Houston Museum of
Natural Science, the Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety, the Houston Fire Department, the Hous-
ton Police Department, the Galveston Histor-
ical Society, the British American Business
Council, the Heather and Thistle Society, and
the British Consulate.

The St. Thomas’ Episcopal Scottish Arts
Program serves to inform, educate, and enter-
tain the public about the Scottish performing
arts, and has helped to underscore the impor-
tance of maintaining and preserving ethnic ar-
tistic traditions. The Scottish Arts Program of
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal School annually per-
forms at Houston’s Scottish Festival Spectac-
ular in March at Houston’s Toyota Center.
This year's festival will be held on March 16,
2007.

——————

IN HONOR AND IN MEMORY OF
ARMY SPECIALIST CHRIS MASON
OF MOBILE, AL

HON. JO BONNER
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a young man from the First
Congressional District of Alabama who re-
cently made the ultimate sacrifice in defense
of his country while helping to spread freedom
abroad.

Army SPC Chris Mason, a longtime
Mobilian, was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 3rd Bri-
gade, of the 82nd Airborne Division based at
Fort Bragg, NC.

Chris joined the Army 2 years ago and
comes from a family with a long and highly re-
spected history of military service—his father,
who served two tours of duty with the Marine
Corps in Vietnam and completed a career in
the Army, retiring with the rank of first ser-
geant, and his brother, an Army officer cur-
rently studying to become a chaplain.

During his career in the Army, Specialist
Mason set a standard of excellence and dis-
played the qualities of discipline, devotion, and
dedication to country that are the hallmarks of
men and women throughout the long and dis-
tinguished history of the American military.

Following his 1994 graduation from Baker
High School in Mobile, Chris became a profes-
sional rodeo clown with the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys’ Association. He also taught
a commercial drivers license qualification
course at Bishop State Community College.
No matter what the task, Chris Mason under-
took every challenge with a determination to
succeed.

Mr. Speaker, at this difficult time, it is only
appropriate for us to pause and give thanks to
God that there are still young men like Chris
Mason.

Chris’s life and actions personify the very
best America has to offer. | feel certain his
many friends and family, as well as his com-
rades in the United States Army, while mourn-
ing the loss of this fine young man, are also
taking this opportunity to remember his many
accomplishments and to recall the fine gift
they each received simply from knowing him
and having him as an integral part of their
lives.

He was not only a physical presence in their
lives but a spiritual leader in every sense of
the word.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to take
a moment and pay tribute to SPC Chris
Mason and his selfless devotion to not only
our country and the freedom we enjoy, but to
a people who are in the demanding but impor-
tant stages of a new life—a new freedom—in
their own land.

Mr. Speaker, we should also remember his
parents, Garland and Susie Mason, his broth-
er, Garland Mason lll, and his other relatives
and many friends. Our prayer is that God will
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give them all the strength and courage that
only He can provide to sustain them during
the difficult days ahead.

It was Joseph Campbell who said, “A hero
is someone who has given his or her life to
something bigger than oneself.”

Make no mistake, Chris Mason was not only
a dedicated soldier who made the ultimate
sacrifice serving in the uniform of his country,
but he was also a true American hero. May he
rest in peace.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CLAYTON
GLENN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor American Legionnaire Emeritus Clayton
Glenn for his lifetime of service and dedication
to this nation and its veterans.

Mr. Glenn was born 86 years ago in Brock-
ton, MA, and has served this country since
late 1941. It was the attack on Pearl Harbor
nearly 65 years ago that spurred his enlist-
ment into the U.S. Armed Forces. This path of
service took him to military bases all across
the United States and abroad for the ensuing
23 years.

Mr. Glenn’s first stop was Ft. Devins, west
of Boston, MA, where he served as infantry-
man, and then he moved on to the Jefferson
Barracks in St. Louis, MO. He soon endeav-
ored to join the U.S. Army Air Corps, which
was to be the predecessor to the U.S. Air
Force. There he served as an aircraft me-
chanic until 1948. Mr. Glenn desired to be sta-
tioned in New England, and so landed at Otis
Air Force Base in Massachusetts.

Over the next 2 years, he worked as a floor
man—sanding and refinishing floors, laying
tiles and linoleum. This occupation allowed
him the adventure of even flooring inside the
Kennedy home while in Massachusetts. By
1950, he joined the U.S. Air Force Reserves
and got recalled to active duty for Korea. Al-
though Mr. Glenn never made it to Korea, he
did get sent to Tooele, Greenland. His return
to the States brought him from Wichita Falls,
TX to Mobile, AL. From Mobile he was sta-
tioned at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada for
a short span of time where he purchased a
home in Boulder City. Mr. Glenn’s final military
stop was at Rantoul Air Force Base just south
of Chicago, IL, in 1960 where be finished his
military journey and retired 4 years later in
1964.

From Rantoul, Mr. Glenn and his wife,
Theo, returned to Boulder City where he has
resided ever since. Having been a member of
the American Legion for over 60 years and an
active leader at the Boulder City’'s Post 31
since his time at Nellis Air Force Base has
earned him the title “Mr. American Legion” by
fellow members and friends. Mr. Glenn has
served as post commander three times—
something accomplished by only two other
persons, and he served as district commander
from 1991-92 where he oversaw 15 State
posts and over 6,000 members.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize Mr.
Clayton Glenn today. His service and loyalty
to the community, our country and our vet-
erans has earned him many accolades. | wish
him the best in all his future endeavors.
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IN HONOR OF THE PANCYPRIAN
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
CHOIR AND ITS HONOREE, NIKOS
MOUYIARIS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the Pancyprian Association of America
Choir and its 2006 honoree Nikos Mouyiaris.

The Pancyprian Association of America
Choir makes a remarkable contribution to
American culture by combining the best of
Cypriot and American song and music. Their
focus on Cypriot music helps keep the dy-
namic culture of their heritage alive in the
United States. The choir provides its fans a
rich education in the music of both cultures.

On November 4, the choir will be honoring
my good friend, Nikos Mouyiaris. Nikos is an
important, albeit unassuming, leader in the
Hellenic-American community. He never seeks
recognition for his actions, but he is unques-
tionably the one to go to get things done. If
you need someone who will fight for human
rights or help a student get an education,
Nikos is the one to turn to. At a conference or
gathering, Nikos will make his ideas and con-
cerns heard, softly. Furthermore, because
people know that Nikos is worth listening to,
his thoughts often prompt people to take ac-
tion. In short, Nikos is a man of deeds and vi-
sion.

Nikos Mouyiaris was born in Athienou, Cy-
prus where he attended elementary and high
school. He went to England for a short time
and then emigrated to the United States. In
the United States he received his bachelor of
science degree in chemistry and was awarded
a scholarship to Rutgers University where he
received his masters of science.

Since arriving in the United States, Nikos
has achieved the American dream. Starting
with $6,000 that he borrowed from his brother,
Apostolos, Nikos created a successful busi-
ness, Mana Products, that employs over 600
people. For nearly three decades, Mana Prod-
ucts has been an innovative participant in the
beauty industry. Headquartered in New York,
the company offers research, development,
manufacturing and other operations. The com-
pany works with some of the most respected
brands and professionals around the globe. In
addition to his company, Nikos has interests in
real estate as well as investments in other
businesses.

Nikos has never forgotten the place of birth,
Athienou in Cyprus, where he helps to support
the local home for the elderly, and has helped
build a day care center. He has also provided
funding for an archaeological expedition in the
area of Athienou, Cyprus for Davidson College
of North Carolina for several years.

Nikos also works to promote Cypriot culture
and human rights interests in the United
States. As a member of the Board of Directors
and Trustees of the Pancyprian Association of
America, Nikos works to educate young Cyp-
riot-Americans about the culture and ethnic
customs of Cyprus and Greece, and to spon-
sor cultural events. He is a member of the
International Coordinating Committee Justice
for Cyprus, PSEKA, which seeks freedom and
justice for the Cypriot people and promotes
international human rights.
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