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Amanda Marino, Stephaine Myers, Morgan
Obendorfer, Kelly Peterson, Jenny Schleinitz,
Katie Schneider, Courtney Sicinski, Jamie
Tabor, Christine Thurwanger, Tori Viscuso,
Amber Werner, Christie Werner, Lauren Wil-
son, Courtney Wylie, Head Coach Rob Smith,
Assistant Coaches Kelly Cross, Wes Davis,
Meredith Markle, and Mary Schanne, and Ath-
letic Trainers Joe lezzi and Jessica Korn.

——————

CONDEMNING IRAN’S COMMIT-
MENT TO HOLD INTERNATIONAL
HOLOCAUST DENIAL CON-
FERENCE

SPEECH OF

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. GEORGE MILLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the bill H. Res. 1091, to con-
demn Iran’s commitment to hold an inter-
national Holocaust-denial conference.

Recent reports that the Iranian government
is sponsoring a Holocaust-denial conference
are deeply disturbing and offensive.

Over the course of the last year, the tirades
and actions of Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and the Iranian government
have included calling the Holocaust a myth
and holding an international contest for car-
toons about the Nazi genocide. President
Ahmadinejad has also called for Israel to be
“wiped off the map,” and his anti-Semitic rhet-
oric and this conference are clearly part of an
ongoing campaign to attack the Jewish people
and Israel by any possible means.

We live in a time in world history when we
desperately need increased cooperation and
understanding between nations and peoples in
order to help reduce, not exacerbate, hos-
tilities and tensions that can lead to deadly
conflict.

There is no place for these state-sponsored
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic provocations. And
there is no justification, of course, for a con-
ference on whether or not the Holocaust ever
occurred. We all know that it did. To suggest
otherwise is a repugnant and inflammatory ac-
tion that is deeply disturbing to the Jewish
people and to all people who had to endure
the atrocities of World War Il and all geno-
cides that have occurred before and since.

| join my colleagues and the world commu-
nity in rejecting and denouncing this effort to
fan the flames of hatred.

———————

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY
BULLDOZED IN KAZAKHSTAN

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | express my deep concern about the
destruction of thirteen homes in a Hare
Krishna commune outside of Almaty,
Kazakhstan. It is a saddening development
considering that Kazakhstan is a participating
state in the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe and has been vigorously
pursuing a bid to chair the OSCE in 2009. |
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am greatly troubled by the actions taken
against this peaceful religious community,
which is reminiscent of the “bad old days.”

On November 21, 13 Hare Krishna homes
were destroyed in the Sri Vrindavan Dham
commune in the village of Seleksia, 25 miles
from Almaty. Orders to bulldoze the homes re-
portedly came from the Karasai District Court,
giving the residents only 24—hours notice to
gather all their possessions. When the bull-
dozers arrived, they came under the escort
and supervision of riot police. The belongings
of some who refused to leave were thrown out
in the snow, and their furniture and larger
household items taken away to be destroyed.
Families were left without a home and many
others left without water and electricity in the
cold of winter.

More damage could still be done—53 more
homes (one of which houses a temple) could
be demolished and their 116-acre communal
farm could be seized. Making this outrage all
the more disturbing, the Karasai District Court
reportedly announced that it will charge the
community for the demolition expenses! | ap-
preciate the strong statement issued by the
U.S. Embassy in Astana urging Karasai district
authorities to “refrain from any further aggres-
sive actions.”

The conflict over the commune has steadily
intensified since a regional court ruled in
March to confiscate the farm without com-
pensation. A special government commission
was established in response to international
criticism to negotiate with the Hare Krishnas,
but this process was short-circuited when the
bulldozers revved up. Authorities justify these
heartless actions by citing legal problems with
the purchase of the farm by Hare Krishnas in
1999, but most observers believe this is noth-
ing more than a land grab dressed up as a
legal proceeding.

Despite Kazakhstan’s positive reputation for
religious tolerance, | have been concerned by
governmental actions against minority religious
communities, such as the heavy fines (and
sometimes arrests) during the past six months
against Baptist ministers representing unregis-
tered congregations. Also worrisome are in-
creasingly harsh government policies toward
Muslims who practice their faith independent
of the government-controlled Muftiate. While
President Nazarbayev’s initiative to bring world
religions together to promote tolerance is laud-
able, his government’s harsh treatment of
small and independent groups displays a sad
absence of tolerance.

In short, | do not believe these actions befit
a country that would be a leader of nations. |
urge President Nazarbayev and the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan to end these practices,
withdraw the court cases to seize the Hare
Krishnas’ land, and ensure that all individuals
are compensated for their lost property.

TRIBUTE TO LOVELLA CRADDOCK
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lovella Craddock of McLeansboro, llli-
nois for her many years of service to the citi-
zens of Hamilton County, lllinois. Lovella
began working part-time in the Hamilton Coun-
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ty Clerk’s Office in 1960, full-time in 1961 and
was elected as Hamilton County Clerk in
1974. She will retire December |, 2006 after
46 years of service.

For the past 46 years, Lovella has greeted
not only me, but also the citizens of Hamilton
County, with a smile as they entered her office
to conduct business. Her friendly and cour-
teous service will be missed. It is with grati-
tude that | thank her for her service and con-
gratulate her on retirement. | wish Lovella all
the best in the years to come.

COMMENDING THE IRAQ STUDY
GROUP

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise to commend
the members of the Irag Study Group and to
thank them for their dedication and service to
our country.

| have been to Iraq three times, the first two
times without military escort. | traveled all over
the country. Upon my return | called for the
creation of a high level, bipartisan panel to
take an honest assessment of the situation in
Irag. To look forward, not back, and to report
its findings to the American people.

On March 15, this bipartisan Iraq Study
Group was established with co-chairmen
former Secretary of State James Baker and
former Congressman Lee Hamilton, who co-
chaired the 9/11 Commission, leading the 10-
member panel—five Democrats and five Re-
publicans. Because of the importance of their
task in finding consensus on assessing the
way forward in Iraq, at that time, | said it was
important to have as members of the group
people who loved their country more than their
political party.

The group undertook a serious, bipartisan,
forward-looking assessment of the current and
prospective situation on the ground in Iraq and
its impact on the surrounding region, and its
consequences on U.S. interests. It focused on
political, military, security and reconstruction in
Iraq.

In addition to co-chairs, the study group
members were former U.S. Attorney General
Ed Meese, former Clinton Administration ad-
viser Vernon Jordan, former Clinton Adminis-
tration chief of staff Leon Panetta, former De-
fense Secretary William Perry, former Virginia
Senator Chuck Robb, former Wyoming Sen-
ator Alan Simpson, former Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and former Sec-
retary of State Lawrence Eagleburger. The
group traveled to Iraq, and met with hundreds
of experts.

Yesterday the Irag Study Group released its
much anticipated report on how we as a coun-
try can come together and move forward on
Iraq. The report is a tough assessment of the
current situation in lrag and a blueprint for
moving forward. Not everyone will agree with
every recommendation contained in the report,
but it should be given full consideration by the
administration, the Congress, and equally im-
portant, the American people. Rarely do we
see a report that has the full consensus of
such distinguished Americans, men and
women of honesty and integrity. | thank them
for their service and a job well done.
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| also would like to thank members of my
staff who worked on this issue including Chris-
tine Kojac and Mike Ringler of the Science-
State-Justice-Commerce appropriations sub-
committee, and Janet Shaffron and Samantha
Stockman of my personal staff. A special
thanks goes to my chief of staff, Dan
Scandling, who accompanied me on my trips
to Irag and served as photographer and writer
for the trip reports.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ARNOLD
“RED” AUERBACH

SPEECH OF

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Arnold “Red” Auerbach, the
legendary coach, general manager, and presi-
dent of the Boston Celtics. Red was the archi-
tect and mastermind of one of the most domi-
nant franchises in professional sports history.

He coached the Celtics from 1950 to 1966,
and during his tenure the franchise won nine
NBA titles, including eight straight from 1959
to 1966—the longest string of championships
in the history of North American professional
sports. His historic coaching career ended in
1966 with 938 regular season victories, a
record that stood until Lenny Wilkins broke it
in the 1994-95 season and 9 championship
rings, an amount only matched by the current
Los Angeles Lakers coach Phil Jackson.

Auerbach was revered for his unique ability
to scout and recognize talent. Throughout his
time as a coach and in the front office he en-
gineered some of the most historic trades and
draft selections in NBA history. One of the
most notable was in the 1956 NBA Draft when
the franchise traded up to the second pick in
the draft and selected Future Hall of Famer
Bill Russell from the University of San Fran-
cisco. Also, while in the Celtic’s front office,
Auerbach assembled arguably the greatest
front line in NBA history when he drafted Larry
Bird in 1978 as a “junior eligible” selection
and then in 1980 worked out a deal that
brought Robert Parish to the team and al-
lowed the franchise to draft Kevin McHale out
of the University of Minnesota. All three play-
ers are now members of the NBA Hall of
Fame and became the nucleus that led the
Celtics to 3 world Championships in the
1980’s.

Auerbach’s influence on the game went be-
yond the numerous victories and champion-
ships; he also was a pioneer in advancing
race equality within the NBA. In 1950, the
Celtics franchise selected Chuck Cooper of
Duquesne University in the second round as
the first black player to ever be selected in the
NBA Draft. In addition during the 1963-64
season, Auerbach’s starting line up of Bill
Russell, K.C. Jones, Sam Jones, Tom Sand-
ers, and Willie Naulls became the first all
black starting line up in NBA history. And fi-
nally upon his retirement in 1966, Auerbach
chose Bill Russell to succeed him as the
coach of the Boston Celtics becoming the first
African American to coach an American pro-
fessional sports team.

Please join me in recognizing this American
legend, his contributions to both the game of
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basketball and the nation will be forever re-
membered.

THE SACRAMENTO RIVER NA-
TIONAL RECREATION AREA ES-
TABLISHMENT ACT OF 2006

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing the Sacramento River National
Recreation Area Establishment Act of 2006.

This bill was drafted with the direct input
and involvement of locally elected leaders in
Tehama County, California. It is the product of
a citizen-led initiative. Written exchanges,
phone calls, meetings, and an on-site visit
were all part of the process that has led up to
today.

On two separate occasions the Tehama
County Board of Supervisors endorsed the
concept of creating a National Recreation
Area at the Sacramento River Bend, including,
most recently, a unanimous endorsement of
this specific legislation, which was passed on
December 6, 2006. The Shasta County Board
of Supervisors and the City of Redding, Cali-
fornia both have formally expressed support
for the creation of a recreation area at the
Bend Area. Various constituents and organiza-
tions have done so as well.

Local officials expressed support for a na-
tional designation that focused on recreation
and respected the nearby communities’ goals
and priorities. They wanted a designation to
build on existing popular outdoors opportuni-
ties, such as horseback riding, hunting, fish-
ing, and hiking. They wanted management of
the land to attract tourists to the area in order
to help the local economy. And they wanted to
make sure that neighboring landowners and
land uses were protected in the process. It
was argued that a national designation for the
Bend Area should be a “win-win” for everyone
in the community. Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to
say that this legislation accomplishes this im-
portant priority.

In carrying out the wishes of local officials,
the Sacramento River National Recreation
Area Establishment Act of 2006 focuses on
three important local priorities: recreation,
community involvement, and landowner pro-
tection.

The bill directs the BLM to manage the
Bend Area in a manner that encourages and
promotes public recreation. The bill lists, at a
minimum, sixteen separate recreational activi-
ties that are to occur and be enhanced for
public enjoyment of the recreation area and, in
turn, help create new economic opportunities
for local businesses. Specific language is also
included to ensure that this popular destination
point for deer, wild turkey, dove, and pheasant
hunting, and trophy-sized rainbow trout and
salmon fishing remain open and accessible to
the public.

The bill also authorizes the Secretary to de-
velop recreation related facilities, such as new
trails, restrooms, parking areas, and camp-
grounds, all of which will help make experi-
encing the Bend Area more enjoyable for
Northstate families. Additionally, the bill clearly
states that no fees for same-day use or ac-
cess to the recreation area may be charged
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by the BLM unless significant recreation serv-
ices are provided. This provision will help the
public access the Bend Area free of charge for
activities like an afternoon hike or bike ride.
Any modest fees that could be charged at the
Bend Area would be developed in consultation
with the public and proceeds would be rein-
vested in local recreation and safety facilities.

Local involvement and participation is also
required in the bill. The legislation would es-
tablish an “Advisory Council” to ensure that
the ideas and concerns of local citizens are in-
corporated into a management plan for the
area. The Advisory Council would be ap-
pointed by locally elected officials, and would
consist of concerned citizens representing di-
verse backgrounds and viewpoints. And to en-
sure that everyone in the community has a
chance to participate in the drafting of the
management plan for the Bend Area, each
meeting of the Advisory Council will be open
to public observation and involvement. This
important provision will ensure transparency
without the unnecessary paperwork burdens
and expense associated with the Federal Ad-
visory Committee Act.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this bill protects private
property rights. Local officials carefully drew
the recreation area boundaries so as not to in-
clude private land. In addition, language was
developed to ensure that landowners adjacent
to the new recreation area are guaranteed full
access to their property, and that efforts to im-
prove or enhance such access are not limited
in any way by this legislation. Existing water
rights holders are also protected under this
bill, as it plainly denies authority to the federal
government to acquire water rights to further
the purposes and needs of the recreation
area. Lastly, livestock grazing, which is very
important to the area | represent, is protected
in this bill. Local officials supporting the legis-
lation were clear: the right to continue to graze
cattle in this area needs to be preserved.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a great pleasure
for me to work with local officials and con-
cerned citizens to develop this legislation. But
our work is not over. In my view, you can
never have too much local participation. Initia-
tives like this one succeed not because they
were created in Congress or by national inter-
est groups. They succeed because they are
the product of an on-the-ground effort, led by
those who live near and are the most familiar
with this special area. | look forward to con-
tinuing to work with my constituents who have
been involved in this legislation to this point,
and urge anyone else with an interest to par-
ticipate to do so.

This legislation is introduced in the spirit of
local involvement and cooperation. It has been
carefully written based on local needs and is
worthy of the consideration and support of my
colleagues in the House.

TRIBUTE TO GONZALES FAMILY
HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of a family re-
cently devastated by a tragic drunk driving ac-
cident. On Saturday, November 11, Paul
Gonzales, Renee Collins-Gonzales, and their
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