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fight for full voting participation for all Ameri-
cans and her tireless efforts for fair elections
in the United States have helped millions of
Americans and made our democracy stronger.

Madam Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues
to join me in paying respect to the family of
JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD and in hon-
oring her career in service to our country.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. PAIGE E.
McMANUS

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Ms. Paige E. McManus,
former staff director for the Subcommittee on
Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee, who recently
concluded 13 years of honorable service in
this body.

During my tenure as chairman of the Vet-
erans Affairs Subcommittee on Benefits in the
107th Congress, my colleagues and | were di-
rect beneficiaries of Ms. McManus’s counsel
on legislative, policy, budgetary, and oversight
matters.

Ms. McManus’s considerable expertise
served the subcommittee in many thematic
areas. She oversaw the $24 billion per year
Department of Veterans Affairs disability com-
pensation and pension entitlement program,
including herbicide-related disabilities, cold
weather-related disabilities, Persian Gulf
undiagnosed illnesses, disabilities common to
ex-POWs, adapted housing and automobile
benefits for seriously disabled veterans, Medal
of Honor special pension benefits, and Mer-
chant Mariner benefits; the surviving spouse
programs, including dependency and indem-
nity compensation, Survivor Benefit Plan, and
CHAMPVA; burial benefits and services under
VA’s National Cemetery Administration and
the State Cemetery Grants Program, as well
as policy matters associated with Arlington
National Cemetery and the American Battle
Monuments Commission; and national insur-
ance programs, such as Veterans’ Group life
Insurance and Servicemembers’ Group life In-
surance.

Ms. McManus’s longstanding work at the di-
rection of Veterans’ Affairs Committee leader-
ship on the creation of the World War 1l Me-
morial and VA’s National Shrines initiative, en-
actment of special combat pay, or concurrent
receipt, and dependency and indemnity com-
pensation for remarried spouses proved espe-
cially meritorious. The legislative road traveled
by each of these measures was long and ex-
ceptionally arduous. Ms. McManus’s advice
and perseverance added great value. The
depth and breadth of her policy expertise and
advice indeed proved hard to match.

Madam Speaker, Paige McManus has ex-
emplified the highest ideals of public service
serving the Committee with honor, integrity,
and energy. Thank you, Paige, for your many
years of dedicated service to the United
States Congress and to our Nation.
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A HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN
BURMA

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, a hu-
manitarian crisis is occurring in Burma where
political dissidents and ethnic groups are
being suppressed. The existence of over
1,000 political prisoners, the practice of land
confiscation and forced migration, dem-
onstrates the totalitarianism with which this
military government rules over its people. Citi-
zens are being imprisoned for peaceful oppo-
sition while state members continue to violate
fundamental rights to property and security.
The house arrest of non-violent, prodemocracy
activist Aung Sang Suu Kyi demonstrates this
oppressive state of affairs.

Practices like forced evictions and internal
displacement cements military control, espe-
cially in ethnic areas, at the expense of basic
freedoms. | am here today to ask the govern-
ment of Burma to address these numerous
concerns. The government must draft a con-
stitution with the input of all political actors, in-
cluding members of the National League for
Democracy. Land use, property rights, and po-
litical rights are issues that must be ad-
dressed. Human rights abusers must be pun-
ished and civilians brought to justice under a
government that defends their freedoms.

———

HONORING ARMY STAFF SER-
GEANT ROBERT SPEED, JR. OF
MOBILE, ALABAMA, A WWII
HERO RECENTLY AWARDED THE
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Army Staff Sgt. Robert
Speed, Jr., who was recently honored with the
Distinguished Flying Cross for his service and
sacrifice in defense of our great country during
World War II.

Sgt. Speed and the entire B-24 crew: 1st
Lt. James E. Jatho, 1st Lt. Edward L. McNally,
2nd Lt. George N. Croft, 2nd Lt. Theodore D.
Bell, Technical Sgt. Jay T. Fish, Technical Sgt.
William A. Magill, Staff Sgt. Frank G. Celuck,
Staff Sgt. William F. Maxson, Jr., and Staff
Sgt. Daniel P. Toomey distinguished them-
selves by extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial combat on July 15, 1944.
The B-24 crew in the 779th Bomb Squadron,
464th Bomber Group, 15th Air Force took off
from Pantanella, Italy, to take part in what was
to become the heaviest day of bombing the oil
refineries near Ploesti, Romania.

The crew encountered heavy anti-aircraft
fire—severely damaging the plane—and caus-
ing the loss of one engine. Sgt. Speed, a gun-
ner on the B-24 Liberator, courageously
manned his gun position and remained at his
station throughout the remainder of the flight,
which went deep into enemy territory. The
mission was successful—the Uniera
Sperantza oil refinery and enemy refining ca-
pacity were heavily damaged.
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The day following this mission, the crew
continued to demonstrate courage and devo-
tion to duty when it took part in a raid on
Weiner Neusdorf, Austria. During this mission,
their plane was shot down, and Sgt. Magill
was killed in action. The surviving crew mem-
bers were captured and taken as prisoners of
war and held for the remainder of the war.

Almost 63 years later, the nine surviving
members of the crew were awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross.

Madam Speaker, the life and actions of Sgt.
Speed personify the very best America has to
offer. | feel certain his many friends and fam-
ily, as well as his comrades in the United
States Army, are taking this opportunity to re-
member his many accomplishments. | urge my
colleagues to take a moment and pay tribute
to Sgt. Robert Speed and his selfless devotion
to our country and the freedom we enjoy.

Make no mistake; Robert Speed is a true
American hero.

HONORING JESSICA LONG
HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Jessica Long,
in celebration other selection as 2006 U.S.
Paralympian of the Year by the United States
Olympic Committee.

Jessica Long was born in Siberia and was
adopted from a Russian orphanage at the age
of 13 months along with her brother Joshua by
Steven and Beth Long of Middle River, Mary-
land. Because of lower leg anomalies, her
legs were amputated when she was 18
months old. She learned to walk with pros-
theses and has been unstoppable ever since.
Long has been involved in many sports includ-
ing gymnastics, cheerleading, ice skating,
biking, trampoline, and, of course, she loves to
swim. She began swimming in her grand-
parent’s pool before joining her first competi-
tive team in 2002. The next year, Jessica was
selected as Maryland Swimming’s 2003 Fe-
male Swimmer with a Disability of the Year.
Jessica made the international swimming
world take notice at the 2004 Paralympic
Games, winning three gold medals. Only 12
years old at the time, Jessica was the young-
est athlete on the U.S. Paralympic Team.

Jessica had a phenomenal year in 2006
with a long list of impressive accomplish-
ments. She set five world records and earned
nine gold medals at the 2006 International
Paralympic Committee Swimming World
Championships in Durban, South Africa in De-
cember. Her gold medal performances were in
free style relay (world record), 100-meter
backstroke, 100-meter freestyle (world record),
100-meter fly (world record), IM relay, 100-
meter breast stroke, 200-meter IM (world
record), 400-meter freestyle (world record),
and 50-meter freestyle. She also set three
world records at the 2006 U.S. Paralympic Na-
tional championships in August; two world
records at the GTAC Open in Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan, in May; two world records at the Belgian
Open in Antwerp, Belgium in May; and four
world records at the Spring Can-Am in Lon-
don, Ontario, in April. She currently holds
world records in 12 events, one as part of a
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relay. She is Swimming World’s 2006 Disabled
Swimmer of the Year and was named a final-
ist for the Women’s Sports Foundation’s
Sportswoman of the Year.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Ms. Jessica Long. She is an
outstanding and dedicated member of the
United States Paralympic Team. In spite of
her disability, she has shown a unique and
committed work ethic in sports training and
competition. Jessica has shown the world that
no limitation can prevent an individual from
achieving great success. It is with great pride
that | congratulate her on her selection as the
2006 United States Paralympian of the Year.

TRIBUTE TO JACK VALENTI
HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, the loss of
Jack Valenti is a blow not only to his family
and friends; it is also a tragedy for the motion
picture industry and for the entire country.
Jack embodied the American values we hold
most dear: he was thoughtful, he was loyal, he
was forthright, and he was exceptionally com-
mitted to his family.

Jack was also a brave and decorated sol-
dier, and his service during the Second World
War instilled in him an unshakeable devotion
to our country and to the principles for which
it stands. Returning from the European the-
ater, he continued to defend and promote
these values as a public servant, and helped
to guide our Nation through one of its darkest
hours. While serving as a special assistant to
President Lyndon Johnson directly after the
assassination of John F. Kennedy, Jack’s
steadying influence played a central role in
helping the country grieve, understand, and
heal.

However, perhaps his greatest contributions
came later in life, once he became the motion
picture industry’s consummate Washington,
DC representative. Jack’s name will forever be
associated with the movies, not only because
his personality reflected the way that films can
inspire and cheer us, but because so much of
what we enjoy in today’s movie theaters we
can attribute to his years of tireless and effec-
tive advocacy.
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As a Californian, | am particularly aware of
the debt of gratitude that we owe to Jack. The
enduring importance of Hollywood in our cul-
ture, the rating system which protects our chil-
dren from inappropriate content, the very maj-
esty of film itself, all of these are parts of
Jack’s legacy. His life is a prime example of
the good that can come from combining the
idealism and fantasy of film with the deter-
mination and focus of the American work
ethic.

| extend my deepest condolences to Mary
Margaret and to the rest of the Valenti family.
Though there is little solace that can be of-
fered during a time of mourning such as this,
| hope it comforts them to know that Jack’s
contributions will forever be a part of the fabric
of American culture. While his presence will
be sorely missed, Jack’s legacy will always be
relevant and vibrant so long as movies con-
tinue to entertain, motivate, and inspire.

———

HONORING THE CANYON HIGH
SCHOOL COWBOY FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, before the
school term ends this year in the Santa Clarita
Valley, | wish to recognize the coaches and
athletes of Canyon High School’s football pro-
gram for their outstanding performance during
the 2006 high school football season. Canyon
High School’s varsity football team completed
their season by defeating the De la Salle
Spartans of Concord, the No. 1-ranked high
school team in the Nation, with a score of 27—
13 to clinch the first California State Division
| championship in 79 years.

MaxPreps, a California-based national high
school sports information web site, lauded
Canyon High School’s football program and
ranked Canyon High School’s football program
as the 10th best in the Nation. This ranking
was achieved amongst a field of over 15,000
schools nation-wide. The ethos of this tightly
knit team should serve as an example to all
those aspiring to greatness.

The level of devotion and resolve displayed
by coaches and players of Canyon High
School’s football program is exemplary. |
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would like to commend the coaching staff, in-
cluding Harry Welch, Dave Ends, Chris
Rzewuski, Monterio Witherspoon, Bryan Wil-
son, Tim Hollinger, Ken Wheeler, Mike Civita,
Rod Baltau, Robert Hendricks, Billy Omahen,
and John DiLuigi, for their energy, enthusiasm
and expertise. Congratulations are also due to
Coach Harry Welch for winning the California
Coaches Association’s 2007 State of Cali-
fornia Football Coach of the Year award.

| would like to recognize the individual mem-
bers of Canyon High School’'s champion foot-
ball team. Chad Adams, Britt Briscoe, Joshua
Carvalho, Brandon Chandler, Sean Crane,
Chris Duncan, Eric Ernenputsch, Jordan Fer-
guson, Sean Gavin, Jonathan Hammock, Gar-
ret Hernandez, Joshua Hickman, Michael
Hollinger, Eric James, Jesse Kelley, Mario
Mestizo, Ryan Nichols, Brandon Reeves, Brice
Reiner, Danny Robinson, Kenny Shanahan,
Mike Spagnola, Danny Valdez, Justin Wallace,
Adam Woodard, and Trevor Yslas.

In addition, congratulations are due to re-
turning players for their second year of cham-
pionship play. They are: Fares Albichara, Ben
Armbruster, Anthony Arriaga, Michael Blanco,
Christopher Chapman, Michael Cooper, John
DiLuigi, Mike Harker, Nic Jurado, Anthony
King, Christopher Kingsbury, Randy Lemus,
Ben Longshore, Michael Loucks, Nick Madia,
Cipriano Maldonado, Andrew Martinez, Blake
McMartin, Julian Murillo, Nick Peterson, Mi-
chael Pyne, Dillon Schelske, Kenny Suber,
Mark Urbina, Marc Valdez, AJ Wallerstein,
Sean Ward, and Stephen Wirthlin. Their hard
work and perseverance has taught them to
balance academics and athletics and | ap-
plaud their efforts.

Coach Joe Paterno, current Head Coach of
Pennsylvania State University, once said,
“When a team outgrows individual perform-
ance and learns team confidence, excellence
becomes a reality.” Exemplifying all that is
right with team spirit, the Canyon High School
Football team is a stellar example of fortitude,
courage, and tenacity. They have proven that
by doing what is necessary, then going on to
what is possible, they were able to accomplish
what many thought would be impossible.
Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the Canyon High School foot-
ball team for their triumphant season and to
wish them best of luck in all their future en-
deavors.
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