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House of Representatives

The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WELCH of Vermont).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 1, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PETER
WELCH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE) for 5
minutes.

——————

PAUL WOLFOWITZ

Mr. COBLE. I thank the Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in this town when a
Democrat screws up, Democrats are re-
luctant to criticize. By the same token,
when a Republican screws up, Repub-
licans are reluctant to criticize. Today,
Mr. Speaker, I intend to depart from
this accepted practice and direct atten-
tion—if not criticism—to the World
Bank matter.

Mr. Paul Wolfowitz was one of the ar-
chitects of the war in Iraq. He was gen-
erally awarded low marks for his Iraqi

performance. Then he was subse-
quently elevated to the presidency of
the World Bank. Allegations of mis-
management of the World Bank under
Mr. Wolfowitz’s leadership have re-
cently been prominently reported.

The Congress may or may not be-
come involved, and the two House com-
mittees on which I sit—Transportation
and Judiciary—likely will not become
involved, mnor am I accusing Mr.
Wolfowitz of wrongdoing. That is for
the appropriate World Bank panel to
resolve.

Mr. Speaker, if it is determined in
fact that mismanagement did occur on
President Wolfowitz’s watch, I suppose
two options would follow: his resigna-
tion or his retention. If the latter, the
appropriate World Bank panel may
consider attaching a shorter, tighter
leash to Mr. Wolfowitz because the
present leash—if there is a leash at
all—appears to be inadequate. But
based upon my limited familiarity with
facts surrounding the World Bank mat-
ter, I opt for the retention of Mr.
Wolfowitz in lieu of his resignation.

His questionable and misguided lead-
ership regarding the Iraqi War, plus the
allegations of mismanagement at the
World Bank under his watch notwith-
standing, Paul Wolfowitz has made sig-
nificant contributions during his years
of public service and probably deserves
another chance with the aforemen-
tioned leash permanently attached.

Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, if Members
of the Congress openly criticize mem-
bers of our own party—especially mem-
bers of our own party—when criticism
is warranted, I believe our constituents
will applaud such objectivity. And I
furthermore believe, Mr. Speaker, that
fewer accusations of screw-ups, mis-
chief, mismanagement and scandal will
be voiced and hopefully fewer acts of
screw-ups, mischief, mismanagement
and scandals will be practiced.

Mr. Speaker, on that optimistic note,
I conclude and yield back the balance
of my time.

IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, President Bush
and Vice President CHENEY have made
much on the talk shows of the last 2
weeks saying the Congress—the Demo-
crats—are trying change direction in
Iraq and should listen to the military
professionals. Now, if only this admin-
istration had taken its own advice. If
they had listened to the military pro-
fessionals and the intelligence profes-
sionals, we would never have gone to
war in Iraq. The trail of this adminis-
tration to the sad fourth anniversary
of Mission Accomplished is littered
with professional, military and intel-
ligence advice that was either ignored,
discarded or deliberately distorted.

There were no links to 9/11 and al
Qaeda. That was recently declassified
in a report on April 6 of this year.

There were no weapons of mass de-
struction, despite statements from the
likes of Vice President CHENEY. ‘“We
believe Saddam has in fact reconsti-
tuted nuclear weapons.” 3/16/2003.

The war has drug on for 4 long years
since the President—dressed as a fake
fighter jock—landed on the deck of an
aircraft carrier and declared Mission
Accomplished. Since that day, more
than two U.S. soldiers have died every
day for 1,460 days. Three thousand
three hundred forty-two have died,
3,205 since George Bush proclaimed
mission accomplished.

Now, they have been so wrong all
along with their inside advice, their
made-up intelligence, their own neocon
theories. They were wrong about,
again, “We will, in fact, be greeted as
liberators. I think it will go relatively
quickly, weeks rather than months.”
Vice President CHENEY. 3/16/2003.

“We’re dealing with a country that
can finance its own reconstruction and
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relatively soon.” 3/27/2003, Deputy Sec-
retary Wolfowitz, who was promoted to
the World Bank so he could get his
girlfriend a job. He was kind of wrong,
too.

Now the scandals are unfolding about
what little reconstruction has been
done and how poorly it was done. But
Halliburton has benefited tremen-
dously—over $25 billion of no-bid con-
tracts which has probably boosted Vice
President CHENEY’s portfolio quite a
bit. So there have been some successes
in this effort.

Our troops have done everything that
was asked, many of them now on their
second and third tour of duty. They are
mired in the midst of a 1,400-year-old
sectarian conflict—a civil war. The
Iraqi government has delivered on no
promises to take meaningful steps to
end that civil war. There is not a sin-
gular military solution to this conflict.
There must be a political solution in
Iraq. There must be diplomacy in the
region. And yes to the President and
the Vice President—we need a new di-
rection.

And this Congress is listening to the
professionals. Unfortunately, mostly
we have to hear from the retired gen-
erals and the others because those who
are still in uniform are being gagged by
this administration from giving their
true opinions about the changes that
are necessary to extract our troops
from the midst of that conflict.

This is a sad fourth anniversary. But
it is the first anniversary of attempts
by this Congress to stand up for its
constitutional obligations and begin to
try and change course, to end the stay-
the-course, open-ended commitment of
George Bush and DICK CHENEY who
have been wrong every step of the way.

Someone else needs to push for
change in Iraq, because it will never
come from this White House.

————
GEORGE SCHAEFER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. DAVIS) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 2 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a
distinguished businessman, philan-
thropist, decorated military officer,
fellow West Point graduate and a pillar
of our community in northern Ken-
tucky and Cincinnati.

Next month Mr. George Schaefer will
retire from his position at Fifth Third
Bank. Beginning as a management
trainee in 1971 after completing his
service in the Army, George rose
through the ranks at Fifth Third and
helped the company to grow into one of
the largest financial institutions and
bank holding companies in the United
States.

As George’s career grew, so too did
his commitment to making the entire
Cincinnati metropolitan region a bet-
ter place to live, work and go to school.
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He has raised millions of dollars for the
United Way and the Cincinnati Fine
Arts Fund. For 12 years, he sat on the
board of trustees of the University of
Cincinnati where he helped the Univer-
sity grow into one of the Nation’s pre-
mier educational institutions.

George, while your talents and lead-
ership will surely be missed at Fifth
Third, I know that your inspired work
in the community will continue. I wish
to thank you and your wife Betty Ann
for all of your service and wish you the
best as you embark on this new chap-
ter in your life.

Thank you for your service to our
Nation in uniform, for answering the
Nation’s call. Thank you for your con-
tributions to our community. Thank
you for pouring yourself into so many
aspects to improve the quality of lives
for our communities in northern Ken-
tucky and the greater Cincinnati area
and every city where Fifth Third is in-
volved.

We are grateful for that commit-
ment, for the example of service and
your upholding the values that we both
share of duty, honor and country.

———

HONORING NICK POLIZZOTTO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. DONNELLY) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 2 minutes.

Mr. DONNELLY. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

I rise today in tribute to Corporal
Nick Polizzotto, 9-year veteran of the
South Bend Police Department who
gave his life in the line of duty. For the
people of South Bend, Indiana, Cor-
poral Polizzotto is our hero.

On April 24th, 2007, a report of gun-
shots brought Corporal Polizzotto and
his partner, Patrolman Michael Norby,
to a local motel. There at 1:37 a.m. an
armed suspect shot both policemen,
killing Corporal Polizzotto and wound-
ing Patrolman Norby. Patrolman
Norby credits Corporal Polizzotto with
saving his life.

Our community has lost a beloved
family member, a generous friend, a
devoted father, and a dedicated pro-
tector. Often described as having a
heart of gold, he proudly wore his uni-
form and bravely patrolled the streets
of our city until making the ultimate
sacrifice.

Born and raised in South Bend, Nick
always wanted to be a police officer.
During his many years as a South Bend
officer, he received 18 commendations
and was officer of the month in 2006.

Corporal Polizzotto leaves behind his
parents, his wonderful son Joe and
Joe’s mom Michelle, a brother Tony, a
sister Amy and countless relatives and
friends who loved him. South Bend has
lost a brave guardian.

Mr. Speaker, we grieve for our hero,
Corporal Nick Polizzotto. May God
welcome him home and give comfort to
his family and friends.

May 1, 2007

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 44
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas) at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, great provider and bul-
wark of justice, listen to our prayers
today as we pray for all those who by
their daily labor build Your kingdom
and establish relationships that will
last.

Created in Your image and commis-
sioned to be stewards of creation, guide
the judgments of our minds and the
precision of our hands that the work of
this day may give You glory and serve
the needs of our sisters and brothers.

Since we look upon the whole uni-
verse in relation to You, order all the
endeavors of the human family to ben-
efit the least in our midst and realize
Your gracious plan at work in our
humble service.

To You be praise, glory, and honor
now and forever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE COMMITTEE TO ATTEND FU-
NERAL OF THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE JUANITA MILLENDER-
MCDONALD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 328, and the
order of the House of January 4, 2007,
the Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of
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