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national security. Let Congress vote on
a clean funding bill for our troops. The
Democratic leaders may be content to
lose the war, but the troops are in
harm’s way, and they certainly will
not lose this war.

——
THE PRESIDENT NEEDS OUR HELP

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to remind everyone here and
throughout the country that our Presi-
dent needs our help. The President
needs our help to support our troops
before, during, and after serving in
harm’s way, and to guarantee our sol-
diers receive everything necessary to
heal their wounds from battles fought
on our behalf.

The President needs our help to ful-
fill Abe Lincoln’s promise to our vet-
erans, to care for him who shall have
borne the battle and for his widow and
orphans. The President needs our help
to hold the freely elected Iraqi Govern-
ment accountable to his own bench-
marks. And the President needs our
help to accept the new direction away
from Iraq back towards al Qaeda.

The people of Wisconsin urge the
President to sign the Iraqi Account-
ability Act, for in doing so he will be
able to once again tell our troops and
all the American people: ‘‘Mission Ac-
complished.”

Mr. President, the American people
hope you will accept our help.

———

IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL—THE
WRONG WAY FORWARD

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the
Democrats’ Iraq supplemental bill is
the wrong policy for America and the
wrong signal to send our troops in
harm’s way.

The Democrats’ attempt to micro-
manage the war accomplishes nothing
of strategic value. Rather, by meddling
in the decisions which are best left to
our commanders on the ground, they
merely succeeded in telegraphing our
plans to the enemy.

Setting deadlines and tying the
hands of our generals is not a plan for
success and not a safe way to conduct
this war. Congress, an inherent polit-
ical body, should not be dictating mili-
tary strategy. Rather than support a
bill that leaves our troops in harm’s
way for a cause Democrats believe can-
not be won, a bill the President has
promised to veto, the Democratic lead-
ers should be willing to vote up or
down on a clean bill that supports
funding the global war on terrorism.

————
TIME FOR A CHANGE IN COURSE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. DEFAZIO. The Republican mi-
nority would say take the advice of the
professionals. Well, if this administra-
tion had taken the advice of the mili-
tary professionals, remember General
Shinseki, ‘400,000 troops on the ground
or you’ll have an insurgency,”’ they
fired him because he talked about re-
ality.

From day one they’ve been dumb: fir-
ing Shinseki; delusional: ‘“we’ll be
greeted as liberators’ and the war will
be short; and deliberately deceptive:
Saddam Hussein had links to 9/11 and
they had weapons of mass destruction.

It’s time for a change in course. They
want status quo, stay the course. It’s
not working. Our troops are mired in
the middle of a civil war. Someone
needs to take the role of leadership
here. It’s not going to be Bush and CHE-
NEY. It can be the United States Con-
gress reasserting itself as a third co-
equal branch of government and the
only branch which has the authority to
declare war and set limits. Yes, set
limits on a war, and bring it to an end.

————
IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, House Republicans believe
that our commanders on the ground in
Iraq deserve to have the resources and
flexibility they need to lead our troops
in harm’s way during this critical
phase of their mission.

On the other hand, Washington
Democrats would rather use our troops
to make a political statement than
work in a bipartisan fashion to get our
brave men and women in uniform the
funding they need to succeed in their
mission.

I thought the San Diego Union Trib-
une made a good point in an editorial
stating: ‘““And even though this sham
bill is merely a political show, the
Democratic majorities in the House
and Senate managed to lard it up in
nearly $25 billion in wasteful pork,
most of it entirely unrelated to war
funding.”

It’s time the Democratic leadership
send the President a clean supple-
mental. It is simply unacceptable for
Democrat leaders to restrict the nec-
essary funds our troops need so polit-
ical points can be scored with their de-
featist base.

———
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 4
years ago, the President declared:
“Mission Accomplished.” I would ask
the President, Madam Speaker, whose
mission was accomplished by the inva-
sion and occupation of Iraq? Was
Halliburton’s mission accomplished?
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Was the oil companies’ mission accom-
plished? Was the defense contractors’
mission accomplished?

I was at Arlington Cemetery this
morning where so many of our brave
young men and women responded to
the call of duty. Their mission was to
put their lives on the line for America.
They accomplished their mission. This
Congress has not accomplished its mis-
sion.

We must stop funding the war. We
must end the occupation. We must use
the money in the pipeline to bring our
troops home. We must reach out to the
nations of the region to create an
international peacekeeping and secu-
rity force to stabilize Iraq. And we
must bring to justice under our Con-
stitution and under the laws of this Na-
tion those in high office who took us
into a war based on lies. Then we will
have accomplished our mission. Then
we will have restored America’s honor,
America’s greatness.

———
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U.S. COURTS VS. WORLD COURT

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, teenagers
Jennifer Ertman and Elizabeth Pena
were viciously raped, beaten, strangled
and stomped to death by six gang mem-
bers in Houston in 1993. One of these
killers, Mexican national Jose Ernesto
Medellin, was given the death penalty.
But the World Court claims that
Medellin was denied access to the
Mexican consulate during his arrest.
The U.S. administration sided with the
World Court in Mexico and ordered
Texas to hold a new hearing for
Medellin based on a treaty the United
States signed in 1969. But the Texas
court, highest Texas court, ruled 9-0
the administration had no constitu-
tional authority to order Texas courts
to do anything; upheld the conviction,
ordered the execution, especially be-
cause Medellin never objected at trial
that he did not see his consulate. The
killer, with the support of the adminis-
tration and Mexico, has appealed the
Texas court decision to the United
States Supreme Court. One wonders
why the administration is siding with
Mexico over the American court sys-
tem.

Madam Speaker, the ironic thing is
the United States has withdrawn the
consulate treaty provision. The United
States justice system and the sov-
ereignty of the United States Constitu-
tion should be paramount to the wishes
of Mexico, the World Court and the ad-
ministration. The Supreme Court
should uphold this valid conviction and
not give in to the wishes of Foreign
Courts.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
EITHER WE DO OUR JOB OR WE
DON’T
(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
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