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national security. Let Congress vote on
a clean funding bill for our troops. The
Democratic leaders may be content to
lose the war, but the troops are in
harm’s way, and they certainly will
not lose this war.

——
THE PRESIDENT NEEDS OUR HELP

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to remind everyone here and
throughout the country that our Presi-
dent needs our help. The President
needs our help to support our troops
before, during, and after serving in
harm’s way, and to guarantee our sol-
diers receive everything necessary to
heal their wounds from battles fought
on our behalf.

The President needs our help to ful-
fill Abe Lincoln’s promise to our vet-
erans, to care for him who shall have
borne the battle and for his widow and
orphans. The President needs our help
to hold the freely elected Iraqi Govern-
ment accountable to his own bench-
marks. And the President needs our
help to accept the new direction away
from Iraq back towards al Qaeda.

The people of Wisconsin urge the
President to sign the Iraqi Account-
ability Act, for in doing so he will be
able to once again tell our troops and
all the American people: ‘‘Mission Ac-
complished.”

Mr. President, the American people
hope you will accept our help.

———

IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL—THE
WRONG WAY FORWARD

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the
Democrats’ Iraq supplemental bill is
the wrong policy for America and the
wrong signal to send our troops in
harm’s way.

The Democrats’ attempt to micro-
manage the war accomplishes nothing
of strategic value. Rather, by meddling
in the decisions which are best left to
our commanders on the ground, they
merely succeeded in telegraphing our
plans to the enemy.

Setting deadlines and tying the
hands of our generals is not a plan for
success and not a safe way to conduct
this war. Congress, an inherent polit-
ical body, should not be dictating mili-
tary strategy. Rather than support a
bill that leaves our troops in harm’s
way for a cause Democrats believe can-
not be won, a bill the President has
promised to veto, the Democratic lead-
ers should be willing to vote up or
down on a clean bill that supports
funding the global war on terrorism.

————
TIME FOR A CHANGE IN COURSE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. DEFAZIO. The Republican mi-
nority would say take the advice of the
professionals. Well, if this administra-
tion had taken the advice of the mili-
tary professionals, remember General
Shinseki, ‘400,000 troops on the ground
or you’ll have an insurgency,”’ they
fired him because he talked about re-
ality.

From day one they’ve been dumb: fir-
ing Shinseki; delusional: ‘“we’ll be
greeted as liberators’ and the war will
be short; and deliberately deceptive:
Saddam Hussein had links to 9/11 and
they had weapons of mass destruction.

It’s time for a change in course. They
want status quo, stay the course. It’s
not working. Our troops are mired in
the middle of a civil war. Someone
needs to take the role of leadership
here. It’s not going to be Bush and CHE-
NEY. It can be the United States Con-
gress reasserting itself as a third co-
equal branch of government and the
only branch which has the authority to
declare war and set limits. Yes, set
limits on a war, and bring it to an end.

————
IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, House Republicans believe
that our commanders on the ground in
Iraq deserve to have the resources and
flexibility they need to lead our troops
in harm’s way during this critical
phase of their mission.

On the other hand, Washington
Democrats would rather use our troops
to make a political statement than
work in a bipartisan fashion to get our
brave men and women in uniform the
funding they need to succeed in their
mission.

I thought the San Diego Union Trib-
une made a good point in an editorial
stating: ‘““And even though this sham
bill is merely a political show, the
Democratic majorities in the House
and Senate managed to lard it up in
nearly $25 billion in wasteful pork,
most of it entirely unrelated to war
funding.”

It’s time the Democratic leadership
send the President a clean supple-
mental. It is simply unacceptable for
Democrat leaders to restrict the nec-
essary funds our troops need so polit-
ical points can be scored with their de-
featist base.

———
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 4
years ago, the President declared:
“Mission Accomplished.” I would ask
the President, Madam Speaker, whose
mission was accomplished by the inva-
sion and occupation of Iraq? Was
Halliburton’s mission accomplished?
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Was the oil companies’ mission accom-
plished? Was the defense contractors’
mission accomplished?

I was at Arlington Cemetery this
morning where so many of our brave
young men and women responded to
the call of duty. Their mission was to
put their lives on the line for America.
They accomplished their mission. This
Congress has not accomplished its mis-
sion.

We must stop funding the war. We
must end the occupation. We must use
the money in the pipeline to bring our
troops home. We must reach out to the
nations of the region to create an
international peacekeeping and secu-
rity force to stabilize Iraq. And we
must bring to justice under our Con-
stitution and under the laws of this Na-
tion those in high office who took us
into a war based on lies. Then we will
have accomplished our mission. Then
we will have restored America’s honor,
America’s greatness.

———
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U.S. COURTS VS. WORLD COURT

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, teenagers
Jennifer Ertman and Elizabeth Pena
were viciously raped, beaten, strangled
and stomped to death by six gang mem-
bers in Houston in 1993. One of these
killers, Mexican national Jose Ernesto
Medellin, was given the death penalty.
But the World Court claims that
Medellin was denied access to the
Mexican consulate during his arrest.
The U.S. administration sided with the
World Court in Mexico and ordered
Texas to hold a new hearing for
Medellin based on a treaty the United
States signed in 1969. But the Texas
court, highest Texas court, ruled 9-0
the administration had no constitu-
tional authority to order Texas courts
to do anything; upheld the conviction,
ordered the execution, especially be-
cause Medellin never objected at trial
that he did not see his consulate. The
killer, with the support of the adminis-
tration and Mexico, has appealed the
Texas court decision to the United
States Supreme Court. One wonders
why the administration is siding with
Mexico over the American court sys-
tem.

Madam Speaker, the ironic thing is
the United States has withdrawn the
consulate treaty provision. The United
States justice system and the sov-
ereignty of the United States Constitu-
tion should be paramount to the wishes
of Mexico, the World Court and the ad-
ministration. The Supreme Court
should uphold this valid conviction and
not give in to the wishes of Foreign
Courts.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
EITHER WE DO OUR JOB OR WE
DON’T
(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Last week,
the Government Reform and Oversight
Committee voted to subpoena Sec-
retary Rice and it was faced, the com-
mittee, with a simple question. We
could do our job or not.

There is no question, no question
that the intelligence used by the ad-
ministration to justify the war in Iraq
was dead wrong. Secretary Rice was
the administration’s principal spokes-
person, and under her leadership the
administration was certain but wrong
about the Niger claim; certain but
wrong about the aluminum tubes, cer-
tain but wrong about the al Qaeda con-
nection, about the mobile labs, about
unmanned aerial vehicles. And there
are now three questions that Congress
must answer. How did the White House
and Secretary Rice have such con-
fidence they were so right when, in
fact, they were so wrong? How can we
protect the American people and U.S.
military from such misinformation in
the future? And was the administra-
tion’s active dissemination of bad in-
telligence premeditated and deliberate,
done with the intention to deceive the
American people, or was it reckless and
cavalier, done to justify a decision to
go to war that had already been made?

———

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. As we’ve heard this
morning, Madam Speaker, 4 years ago
today, aboard the USS Abraham Lin-
coln, President Bush gave a speech.
Now, it has been characterized by
Members of Congress this morning that
the President ‘‘announced ‘mission ac-
complished.”” And one other speaker
said that the President ‘‘declared ‘mis-
sion accomplished.”” Actually, here’s
what the President said, and I am
quoting: “We have difficult work to do
in Iraq. We’re bringing order to parts of
the country that remain dangerous.”
But he added, ‘‘our mission continues.
Al Qaeda is wounded, not destroyed.
The enemies of freedom are not idle
and neither are we, and we will con-
tinue to hunt down the enemy before
he can strike.”

The President said, ‘‘the battle of
Iraq is one victory in a war of terror
that began September 11 and still goes
on.”

As the President said 4 years ago,
Madam Speaker, ‘‘our mission is not
accomplished in Iraq or in the war on
terror.” So now is not the time to tie
the funding for our troops to deadlines
and defeat. Now is not the time for
politicians in Washington, D.C. to
micromanage and make decisions for
our commanders in the field.

Mr. President, veto this bill.
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IT’S TIME FOR SOME
ACCOUNTABILITY IN IRAQ

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
today Congress will send President
Bush an emergency war supplemental
that finally begins moving this war in
a new direction.

Four years ago today, the Bush ad-
ministration sent out a message of
“Mission Accomplished” in Iraq. But
our mission was not accomplished. In-
stead, for 4 years, the President has
stumbled, and past Republican Con-
gresses refused to hold the administra-
tion accountable for its miscues and
mistakes. Well, those days are over
now.

Our legislation brings real account-
ability to the war. It provides account-
ability to our soldiers who were sent
into battle without proper equipment
or a clear mission. It provides account-
ability to our veterans who are not get-
ting the best medical care when they
come home, and to our military that is
stretched to the limits by the current
Bush war policy. And it finally holds
the Iraqi government accountable to
meet the benchmarks the President
has created.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple want this war to move in a new di-
rection. The President should sign the
bill today.

——————

DEMOCRAT DECLARATION OF
DEFEAT

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, we come to
this floor as representatives of our con-
stituents, of the American people. And
I am astonished to hear some of the
comments on this floor. We can dis-
agree in terms of policies. We can dis-
agree in terms of decisions, but to go
from that to suggest lies, to suggest
deception, to have a distinguished
Member on the other side of the aisle
say this past weekend that we ought to
consider impeachment of the Presi-
dent, this declaration of defeat from
the Democrats that is sent to the
President’s desk today ought to be ve-
toed by this President.

General Petraeus was here last week
presenting to us his view of what’s hap-
pening. And, frankly, I think General
Petraeus has a better idea what we
need to do than any other erstwhile
general sitting here in the halls of Con-
gress.

We can only have one Commander in
Chief. We had a unanimous decision in
the Senate to send General Petraeus
there and yet, now you are trying to
undercut his mission by this Demo-
cratic declaration of defeat.

Let us have the President veto it as
soon as possible.
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, 4 years ago today, 4 long years ago
today, we heard ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished.” What mission? We are not
even sure what the mission is anymore,
the President has changed the mission
S0 many times.

But I have to tell America the truth
about this war. I sit on the Armed
Services Committee, and I'm tired of
hearing what I hear every hearing.
What am I hearing? I'm hearing that
the American military is strained to
the breaking point. I'm hearing that 88
percent of our National Guard is not
ready to be sent. I'm hearing that
we’re having problems with equipment.
I’'m hearing problems from military
families. What I'm hearing is that at
the top leadership, we have failed the
military and we have failed the people
of the United States. We need to get a
grip on this.

The Democrats have presented the
White House with a responsible exit
from Iraq. We need leadership here.
The President has failed to show that
leadership, but the Democrats are pre-
pared now to give that responsible road
map out of Iraq.

I urge the President to sign this leg-
islation.

———

WAR IS AN UGLY THING

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
you know, nobody likes war. I don’t
like it. My constituents from Fort
Campbell that are fighting this war,
they don’t like it. But they understand
it.

And we all know there are some
things worth fighting for. Freedom is
one of those things. Freedom is one of
those things.

Listen to this from British historian
John Stuart Mill. He said back in the
1800s, ‘“War is an ugly thing, not the
ugliest of things. The decayed and de-
graded state of moral and patriotic
feeling which thinks that nothing is
worth war is much worse.”” People that
don’t care, that is what is worse.

Using our troops as a political tool
during a time of war is not wrong. It is
ugly. It is downright ugly. It is wrong,
and it jeopardizes our national secu-
rity. Just yesterday, Iraq’s Ambassador
to the U.S. said American troops are
critical to the success of that.

Today we stand and recognize the de-
mise of al Masri, the leader of al Qaeda
in Iraq. Tenacity. Focus. That is what
yields results. Our men and women are
getting results. It should be the first
priority. We should all be reading this
bill. We should recognize war is ugly.

Veto the bill, Mr. President.
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