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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Last week, 
the Government Reform and Oversight 
Committee voted to subpoena Sec-
retary Rice and it was faced, the com-
mittee, with a simple question. We 
could do our job or not. 

There is no question, no question 
that the intelligence used by the ad-
ministration to justify the war in Iraq 
was dead wrong. Secretary Rice was 
the administration’s principal spokes-
person, and under her leadership the 
administration was certain but wrong 
about the Niger claim; certain but 
wrong about the aluminum tubes, cer-
tain but wrong about the al Qaeda con-
nection, about the mobile labs, about 
unmanned aerial vehicles. And there 
are now three questions that Congress 
must answer. How did the White House 
and Secretary Rice have such con-
fidence they were so right when, in 
fact, they were so wrong? How can we 
protect the American people and U.S. 
military from such misinformation in 
the future? And was the administra-
tion’s active dissemination of bad in-
telligence premeditated and deliberate, 
done with the intention to deceive the 
American people, or was it reckless and 
cavalier, done to justify a decision to 
go to war that had already been made? 

f 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. As we’ve heard this 
morning, Madam Speaker, 4 years ago 
today, aboard the USS Abraham Lin-
coln, President Bush gave a speech. 
Now, it has been characterized by 
Members of Congress this morning that 
the President ‘‘announced ‘mission ac-
complished.’ ’’ And one other speaker 
said that the President ‘‘declared ‘mis-
sion accomplished.’ ’’ Actually, here’s 
what the President said, and I am 
quoting: ‘‘We have difficult work to do 
in Iraq. We’re bringing order to parts of 
the country that remain dangerous.’’ 
But he added, ‘‘our mission continues. 
Al Qaeda is wounded, not destroyed. 
The enemies of freedom are not idle 
and neither are we, and we will con-
tinue to hunt down the enemy before 
he can strike.’’ 

The President said, ‘‘the battle of 
Iraq is one victory in a war of terror 
that began September 11 and still goes 
on.’’ 

As the President said 4 years ago, 
Madam Speaker, ‘‘our mission is not 
accomplished in Iraq or in the war on 
terror.’’ So now is not the time to tie 
the funding for our troops to deadlines 
and defeat. Now is not the time for 
politicians in Washington, D.C. to 
micromanage and make decisions for 
our commanders in the field. 

Mr. President, veto this bill. 

IT’S TIME FOR SOME 
ACCOUNTABILITY IN IRAQ 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
today Congress will send President 
Bush an emergency war supplemental 
that finally begins moving this war in 
a new direction. 

Four years ago today, the Bush ad-
ministration sent out a message of 
‘‘Mission Accomplished’’ in Iraq. But 
our mission was not accomplished. In-
stead, for 4 years, the President has 
stumbled, and past Republican Con-
gresses refused to hold the administra-
tion accountable for its miscues and 
mistakes. Well, those days are over 
now. 

Our legislation brings real account-
ability to the war. It provides account-
ability to our soldiers who were sent 
into battle without proper equipment 
or a clear mission. It provides account-
ability to our veterans who are not get-
ting the best medical care when they 
come home, and to our military that is 
stretched to the limits by the current 
Bush war policy. And it finally holds 
the Iraqi government accountable to 
meet the benchmarks the President 
has created. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple want this war to move in a new di-
rection. The President should sign the 
bill today. 

f 

DEMOCRAT DECLARATION OF 
DEFEAT 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, we come to 
this floor as representatives of our con-
stituents, of the American people. And 
I am astonished to hear some of the 
comments on this floor. We can dis-
agree in terms of policies. We can dis-
agree in terms of decisions, but to go 
from that to suggest lies, to suggest 
deception, to have a distinguished 
Member on the other side of the aisle 
say this past weekend that we ought to 
consider impeachment of the Presi-
dent, this declaration of defeat from 
the Democrats that is sent to the 
President’s desk today ought to be ve-
toed by this President. 

General Petraeus was here last week 
presenting to us his view of what’s hap-
pening. And, frankly, I think General 
Petraeus has a better idea what we 
need to do than any other erstwhile 
general sitting here in the halls of Con-
gress. 

We can only have one Commander in 
Chief. We had a unanimous decision in 
the Senate to send General Petraeus 
there and yet, now you are trying to 
undercut his mission by this Demo-
cratic declaration of defeat. 

Let us have the President veto it as 
soon as possible. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, 4 years ago today, 4 long years ago 
today, we heard ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished.’’ What mission? We are not 
even sure what the mission is anymore, 
the President has changed the mission 
so many times. 

But I have to tell America the truth 
about this war. I sit on the Armed 
Services Committee, and I’m tired of 
hearing what I hear every hearing. 
What am I hearing? I’m hearing that 
the American military is strained to 
the breaking point. I’m hearing that 88 
percent of our National Guard is not 
ready to be sent. I’m hearing that 
we’re having problems with equipment. 
I’m hearing problems from military 
families. What I’m hearing is that at 
the top leadership, we have failed the 
military and we have failed the people 
of the United States. We need to get a 
grip on this. 

The Democrats have presented the 
White House with a responsible exit 
from Iraq. We need leadership here. 
The President has failed to show that 
leadership, but the Democrats are pre-
pared now to give that responsible road 
map out of Iraq. 

I urge the President to sign this leg-
islation. 

f 

WAR IS AN UGLY THING 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
you know, nobody likes war. I don’t 
like it. My constituents from Fort 
Campbell that are fighting this war, 
they don’t like it. But they understand 
it. 

And we all know there are some 
things worth fighting for. Freedom is 
one of those things. Freedom is one of 
those things. 

Listen to this from British historian 
John Stuart Mill. He said back in the 
1800s, ‘‘War is an ugly thing, not the 
ugliest of things. The decayed and de-
graded state of moral and patriotic 
feeling which thinks that nothing is 
worth war is much worse.’’ People that 
don’t care, that is what is worse. 

Using our troops as a political tool 
during a time of war is not wrong. It is 
ugly. It is downright ugly. It is wrong, 
and it jeopardizes our national secu-
rity. Just yesterday, Iraq’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. said American troops are 
critical to the success of that. 

Today we stand and recognize the de-
mise of al Masri, the leader of al Qaeda 
in Iraq. Tenacity. Focus. That is what 
yields results. Our men and women are 
getting results. It should be the first 
priority. We should all be reading this 
bill. We should recognize war is ugly. 

Veto the bill, Mr. President. 
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