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moneys, this $3 trillion budget that we
have in this country, make sure that
this Congress, this administration, the
people rise up to have a fair immigra-
tion policy, to have fair schools that
are funded, that are technologically
sound to compete.

And we pledge to you as African
Americans, we will produce young peo-
ple and others who are rising up, own-
ing their own businesses, doing what
we need to do to do our part so that our
children know that we are the best, we
intend to be the best, and we want the
doors of opportunity to stay open so
that access will be there.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, let me thank the
gentlelady from California once again.
As she said, we hope that the history
will be integrated into our textbooks.
In New Jersey, I am proud to say, Wil-
liam Payne, assemblyman, passed
Amistad legislation that will integrate
the history of African Americans in the
history of New Jersey. Our current
Member of Congress, ALBIO SIRES, was
the Speaker of the Assembly when that
great legislation was brought through
with his assistance.

When we read about Patrick Henry,
who said, ‘“‘Give me liberty or give me
death,” or Nathan Hale, who said ‘I re-
gret that I only have one life to give
for my country,” we will read about
Crispus Attucks, the first person killed
in the Revolutionary War on March 3,
1770. We will read about Peter Salem
and Salem Poor at the Battle of Bunk-
er Hill, that fired the shot. They said,
“Don’t fire until you see the whites of
their eyes.” They killed Major Pit-
cairn, who led the Boston Massacre.

When we hear about the Civil War, 50
percent of the Navy were African
Americans, once Frederick Douglass
convinced President Lincoln to allow
them.

In the Spanish-American War, as I
conclude, we hear about the Rough
Riders of Teddy Roosevelt, but it was
the Buffalo Soldiers at the Battle of
San Juan Hill that saved the Rough
Riders of Teddy Roosevelt from annihi-
lation, which has been kept from our
history.

I could go on and on, but since the
time has expired, at another time I will
hope to be able to get through World
War I and World War II and to the
present time.

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 272, a resolution offered
by my fellow Californian Representative BAR-
BARA LEE to commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the elimination of the transatlantic
slave trade. | commend my colleague for intro-
ducing the resolution and | am proud to be a
CO-SpONSor.

As Chair and Founder of the Congressional
Ethiopian American Caucus, | am particularly
interested in the history of the African Dias-
pora. My experience has taught me that the
history of the Diaspora is as complex and di-
vergent as the communities themselves. Our
challenge is to educate ourselves about the
Diaspora and to understand how African
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Americans embrace and explore their herit-
age.

To tell the story of African immigration to the
United States, we have a moral and cultural
obligation to acknowledge the transatlantic
slave trade. Today, the House is recognizing
an important milestone in world history by con-
sidering H. Res. 272, Commemorating the
200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade. On March 25,
1807, the transatlantic slave trade was abol-
ished by the British Parliament, and the United
States Government followed suit a year later.
The transatlantic slave trade was the largest
forced migration in the world history, and it ac-
counted for nearly 12,000,000 people trans-
ported in bondage from their African home-
lands to the Americas.

On this day, we pay our respects to those
who died as a result of slavery, including
through exposure to the horrors of the Middle
Passage and in resistance to enslavement. As
the resolution notes, the slave trade and its
legacy continue to have a profound impact on
social and economic disparity, racism and dis-
crimination, and continue to affect people of
African descent today. As a Nation we must
move beyond telling the story about this crime
against humanity, to empowering current and
future generations to take action against the
political and economic structures that impede
our social progress.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to develop policies that will repair the damage
that resulted from the devastating practice of
transatlantic slave trade, and | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution commemo-
rating its abolition.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | stand before you today in support
of H. Res. 272, drafted by my colleague Rep-
resentative BARBARA LEE from California. |
would like to thank her for her leadership on
this issue in recognition of this important part
of our shared history.

This year marks the 200th anniversary of
the end of the transatlantic slave trade. In
1807 the United Kingdom outlawed slavery
recognizing that the African slave trade and all
manner of dealing and trading in the pur-
chase, sale, barter, or transfer of slaves from
any part of the coast or countries of Africa
was unlawful and thereby abolished.

The transatlantic slave trade conducted the
capture of Africans, mostly from West Africa,
for the purpose of enslavement in the colonies
that would become the United States, during
the 15th and late 19th centuries.

The Middle Passage was the forced migra-
tion through overseas transport of millions of
Africans to the Americas, many of whom suf-
fered abuses of rape and perished as a result
of torture, malnutrition, disease and resistance
in transit. Those who survived this perilous
journey were sold into slavery.

More than 12,000,000 Africans were trans-
ported in bondage from their African home-
lands to the Americas, and an estimated
1,200,000 men, women, and children born in
the Americas were displaced in the forced mi-
gration that was the domestic slave trade.

It is important to acknowledge that as a re-
sult of the slave trade approximately
80,000,000 to 150,000,000 persons of African
descent live in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, making them the largest population of
persons of African descent outside of Africa.
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The transatlantic slave trade is character-
ized as the largest forced migration in world
history.

The institution of slavery which enslaved Af-
ricans, their progeny and later generations for
life was constitutionally and statutorily sanc-
tioned by the Government of the United States
from 1789 through 1865.

Slavery in the United States during and after
British colonial rule included the sale and ac-
quisition of Africans as chattel property in
interstate and intrastate commerce. However
their presence in southern states posed a
problem for representation when the Union so-
lidified. The Great Compromise of 1787 de-
clared that the enslaved Africans would be
counted as three-fifths of a person for the pur-
poses of representation in the House of Rep-
resentatives as not to give undue representa-
tion to southern states.

The slavery that flourished in the United
States constituted an immoral and inhumane
dispossession of Africans’ life, liberty, and citi-
zenship rights and denied them the fruits of
their own labor. The enslaved Africans in the
colonies and the United States suffered psy-
chological and physical abuse, destruction of
their culture, language, religion, and families.

| am disappointed that this body has been
slow to act on the resolution denouncing slav-
ery and offering an official apology to the de-
scendants of slaves and the African American
community. The 2001 World Conference
against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xeno-
phobia, and Related Intolerance, held in Dur-
ban, South Africa, declared the slave trade
and slavery a crime against humanity. The
world recognizes the magnitude of this atrocity
so why can’t we make this simple step to-
wards reconciliation?

The slave trade and the legacy of slavery
continue to have a profound impact on social
and economic disparity, hatred, bias, racism
and discrimination in the United States.

| urge my colleagues to support this and
other legislation that serves to educate and in-
crease awareness of the history of the slave
trade and its impact on American culture.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 272, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

OBSERVING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ABOLITION OF
THE BRITISH SLAVE TRADE

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 158) observing the
200th anniversary of the abolition of
the British slave trade and encouraging
the people of the United States, par-
ticularly the youth of the TUnited
States, to remember the life and legacy
of William Wilberforce, a member of
the British House of Commons who de-
voted his life to the suppression and
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abolition of the institution of slavery,
and to work for the protection of
human rights throughout the world, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 158

Whereas in 1780, William Wilberforce was
elected at the age of 21 years to the British
House of Commons;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce and his friends
were active in at least 69 different projects
focusing on issues such as prison reform,
education, child labor conditions, animal
cruelty, and the reformation of the culture;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce was mentored and
counseled by former slave trader and author
of the hymn ‘‘Amazing Grace’’, John New-
ton, on the horrors of the slave trade;

Whereas at the time, 11 million human
beings had been captured and taken from Af-
rica to the Western hemisphere and forced
into slavery and bondage;

Whereas at the time, the British Empire
controlled the largest portion of the slave
trade;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce devoted his life to
the suppression and abolition of the institu-
tion of slavery;

Whereas a dedicated group of like-minded
reformers, the Clapham group, assisted, sup-
ported, and encouraged Mr. Wilberforce in
his fight against the slave trade;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce fought for 20
years in the House of Commons to pass legis-
lation banning the slave trade;

Whereas on February 23, 1807,
passed a bill banning the slave trade;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce helped inspire and
encourage those who fought against slavery
in the United States, including political
leaders like John Quincy Adams, spreading a
message of hope and freedom throughout
America and the promise of the future;

Whereas Mr. Wilberforce labored 46 years
to abolish the institution of slavery in the
British Empire, ceaselessly defending those
without a voice within society;

Whereas in 1833, Mr. Wilberforce was in-
formed on his death bed that the House of
Commons had voted to abolish slavery;

Whereas in 2006, the United States Depart-
ment of State estimated that between 600,000
and 800,000 men, women, and children were
trafficked across international borders;

Whereas the International Labour Organi-
zation estimates that there are more than 12
million people in forced labor, bonded labor,
forced child labor, and sexual servitude
around the world; and

Whereas the people of the United States,
particularly the youth of the United States,
are called upon to form clubs and groups
dedicated to working against the modern
slave trade, human trafficking, and the deg-
radation of human dignity: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends to the people of the United
States the example of William Wilberforce
and his commitment to each and every per-
son’s human dignity, value, and freedom in
observation of the 200th anniversary of the
abolition of the British slave trade;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States, particularly the youth of the United
States, to—

(A) observe the anniversary of the aboli-
tion of the British slave trade;

(B) reflect on Mr. Wilberforce’s selfless
dedication to the fight against slavery and
his commitment to the neediest in society;
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(C) commit themselves to recognize the
value of every person and to work actively
against slavery in all its forms;

(D) work to educate themselves and others
to recognize that individuals who are subject
to slavery and human trafficking are victims
of those who traffick such individuals; and

(E) form high school clubs and groups
working against modern day slavery and the
trafficking of persons; and

(3) condemns to the highest degree all
forms of human trafficking and slavery
which are an assault on human dignity and
of which Mr. Wilberforce would steadfastly
resist.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution and
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I would first like to
thank Congressman Joe Pitts, who was
the prime sponsor of this resolution,
and the other cosponsors. Congressman
PITTS is a strong human rights activist
and has worked on issues of Western
Sahara and other issues dealing with
suppressed people, and so this resolu-
tion honoring William Wilberforce by
Congressman PITTS and encouraging
young Americans to remember his life,
legacy and dedication to the abolition
of the British slave trade.

Mr. Wilberforce was born in 1759 in
England into a wealthy merchant fam-
ily. He studied at Cambridge Univer-
sity, where he began a lasting friend-
ship with the future Prime Minister of
England, William Pitt.

In 1780, Wilberforce was elected at
the age of 21 years of age to the British
House of Commons. His self-indulgent
lifestyle as a young man changed com-
pletely when he became an evangelical
Christian, prompting him to dedicate
his life to social reform, particularly
dealing with the institution of slavery.

During his time, the British Empire
controlled the largest portion of the
slave trade. As we have heard, esti-
mates are from 25 to 50 million Afri-
cans were captured and taken from Af-
rica to the Western Hemisphere and
forced into bondage over centuries.

Wilberforce was mentored and coun-
seled by John Newton, a former slave
trader and the author of ‘“‘Amazing
Grace,” which was a song that John
Newton wrote when he was caught in a
storm with slaves. That is when he said
“Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound,” and he asked the Lord to for-
give him and he became an Aboli-
tionist. That is where this song origi-
nated, which is still sung at Irish fu-
nerals, played by the bagpipes, and, of
course, it opens up many services in
African American churches throughout
this country.

But Mr. Wilberforce talked about the
horrors of the slave trade and he de-
voted the rest of his life to the suppres-
sion and the abolition of slavery. In his
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major speech on abolition in the House
of Commons, he argued that the slave
trade was morally reprehensible and an
issue of natural justice. He described in
vivid details the appalling conditions
in which slaves traveled from Africa
through the Middle Passage and argued
that abolishing the slave trade would
also bring an improvement in the con-
ditions of existing slaves in West In-
dies, then, of course, under the domina-
tion of Great Britain.

In addition to his anti-slavery activi-
ties, Wilberforce was active in at least
69 different projects, focusing on issues
such as prison reform, education, child
labor conditions, animal cruelty, and
cultural reformation. He was certainly
a man who was indeed ahead of his
time.

Mr. Wilberforce fought for 20 years in
the House of Commons to pass legisla-
tion banning the slave trade; and on
February 23, 1807, Britain passed a bill
banning slave trade. Wilberforce died
on the 29th of July, 1833, shortly after
the act to free slaves passed. He had la-
bored for 46 years to abolish slavery in
the British Empire.

Wilberforce helped inspire and en-
courage those who fought against slav-
ery in the United States, including po-
litical 1leaders like John Quincy
Adams, who actually handled the
Amistad Case in Connecticut of some
slaves who in the Caribbean freed
themselves and ended up on trial, and
John Quincy Adams won the case. But
he was influenced by Mr. Wilberforce,
spreading the message of hope and free-
dom throughout America.

As a matter of fact, Wilberforce Uni-
versity, as we heard Mr. BURTON men-
tion earlier, founded in 1856 in Wilber-
force, Ohio, and the first historically
black college in the United States of
America, is part of the honored legacy
of Wilberforce in the United States.
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Wilberforce University was a final
destination for the Underground Rail-
road that brought over 100,000 slaves
from the South to freedom. As a mat-
ter of fact, currently, the president of
Wilberforce TUniversity is a former
Member of this body, Reverend Doctor
Floyd Flake.

Wilberforce once said, ‘“‘Men of au-
thority and influence may promote
good morals. Let them, in their several
stations, encourage virtue. Let them
favor and take part in any plans which
may be formed for the advancement of
morality.” I think those words stand
today, if we would listen to what Mr.
Wilberforce said at that time.

I ask all of you to listen to the words
of Wilberforce and to vote for this reso-
lution to honor Mr. Wilberforce’s work
and legacy, his commitment to each
and every person’s human dignity,
value and freedom. I urge that we pass
this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.
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Madam Speaker, I want to thank my
colleague, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PITTS), for introducing
the bill before us, House Resolution
158, which observes the 200th anniver-
sary of the end of the British slave
trade and commends the heroic legacy
of William Wilberforce, the outspoken
British parliamentarian and Christian
who was instrumental in its abolition.

The African slave trade was a hei-
nous practice that inflicted degrada-
tion and misery on those millions of
people whose human dignity it denied
or destroyed.

In celebrating the 200th anniversary
of Britain’s abolition of the slave
trade, we cannot help but reflect on the
tragic fact that it took the United
States another six decades and a
wrenching Civil War to do the same, to
begin living more fully according to
the principles of our Founding Fathers.

I commend the author of this resolu-
tion, the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. PiTTs), for focusing on the chal-
lenges of the present day, in addition
to the sins of the past.

Although the scourge of formalized
slavery has been eliminated in the west
and for much, but not all, of the rest of
the world, millions of women, children
and men suffer similar severe assaults
on their dignity and liberty today as
victims of trafficking, sexual ser-
vitude, and forced labor.

This resolution is a welcomed oppor-
tunity to publicly recommit ourselves
to the protection of human dignity. In
the words of the man whom we honor
in our resolution, William Wilberforce,
he said, ‘“Let us act with an energy
suited to the importance of the inter-
ests for which we contend, stimulated
by a consciousness of what we owe to
the laws of God and the rights and hap-
piness of man.”

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PITTS) be allowed to con-
trol the remainder of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for yielding
and for her principled leadership on the
Foreign Affairs Committee, and I
thank the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PAYNE) for his leadership on this
and the preceding resolution, and for
his leadership on the issue of human
rights in general around the world.

Madam Speaker, with this resolu-
tion, we rightly honor one of human-
ity’s great heroes. William Wilberforce
was a man of integrity, a man of cour-
age, a man of faith, and a man of prin-
ciple. And he used these qualities,
Madam Speaker, to forever change the
world for the better. He is someone
that each of us in this Chamber can re-
late to and draw inspiration from.

In a legislative body of 435 Members,
it can be difficult to make progress on

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the issues we care about. Indeed, the
odds sometimes appear insurmount-
able.

But the life and accomplishments of
William Wilberforce are proof that in-
dividuals of character truly can change
the world. Wilberforce was himself a
member of an elected legislative body.
He was first elected to the British Par-
liament more than 220 years ago.

In his day, the human slave trade
dominated England’s economy. As a re-
sult, the interests of the slave traders
were firmly entrenched in the halls of
Parliament. Arguments used to justify
the sale and trade of human beings and
the horrific injustices that occurred in
that trade were commonplace in that
day.

But William Wilberforce refused to
accept these arguments. He knew that
slavery was an unspeakable injustice,
and he made it his object to end it.
This conviction would lead him on a
decades-long effort to end slavery in
England. It was a journey full of set-
backs and disappointments. Again and
again, he introduced his bill in par-
liament to end the British slave trade.
Again and again it was soundly de-
feated, and again and again he was os-
tracized by his peers. For years this
went on, and the discouragement grew.

But all the while, Wilberforce’s call
to conscience was slowly winning over
hearts and minds. His willingness to
stand for what was right and fight
what was wrong was being noticed by
his colleagues. And after 20 years of
perseverance, 20 years of unbending
principle, 20 years of standing for jus-
tice in the face of daunting odds, Wil-
berforce at last tasted success.

On February 23, 1807, Parliament
voted, and on March 25, the King
signed the bill that outlawed the Brit-
ish slave trade, a move that was once
thought impossible.

And 26 years later, Wilberforce was
informed a few days before his death
that the House of Commons had finally
voted to abolish slavery altogether in
the British Empire.

Madam Speaker, throughout this
year, we celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of this tremendous accomplish-
ment. And as part of this celebration, a
number of efforts are underway to in-
form people of this often-forgotten
hero of humanity and his colleagues
who worked to end in slavery.

We could mention others, like John
Newton, who has already been men-
tioned. John Newton was a former
slave trader who wrote the hymn
““Amazing Grace,” whose testimony be-
fore Parliament was so influential.

We could mention John Wesley, who
a week before he died in 1791, wrote
William Wilberforce about American
slavery which he called ‘‘the vilest
form of slavery known to mankind.”

We could mention Wilberforce’s di-
rect influence on John Quincy Adams,
and John Quincy Adams’ direct influ-
ence on Abraham Lincoln. There are
many people who could be mentioned,
but this resolution before us today is
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part of the celebration of the life and
accomplishments of William Wilber-
force, and are certainly worthy of rec-
ognition.

Madam Speaker, I would submit this
is not merely an effort to look back
and give credit where credit is due, it is
also a call to fight modern-day injus-
tice.

Sadly, every generation must con-
front evil in its own time, and ours is
no different. Around the world, thou-
sands of people are deprived of their
basic human rights every single day.
Good men and women of this world
have a moral duty to fight these mod-
ern-day injustices.

The U.S. State Department estimates
that approximately 800,000 men, women
and children are trafficked each year
into slavery, into the sex industry,
other slave-like labor conditions.

In South Asia, an entire class of peo-
ple numbering in the millions are con-
sidered to be ‘‘untouchable,” and as a
result, they are denied basic services
and subjected to terrible living condi-
tions. Horrible human rights abuses
continue in places like Burma and
Sudan and China and many others.
These are just a few examples. The list
could go on.

Madam Speaker, as we honor William
Wilberforce, may we also be inspired
today to educate ourselves and others
about modern-day injustice, inspired to
not turn a blind eye to millions of peo-
ple worldwide who need our help; and
inspired, Madam Speaker, to act.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, we
have one additional speaker who has
not yet arrived, so I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I would
like to yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH),
the former chairman, current ranking
member, of the Subcommittee on Afri-
ca and Global Health and a great cham-
pion of human rights today.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleague, Mr.
P1TTs of Pennsylvania, for authoring
this important resolution recognizing
the abolishment of the inhumane,
grossly immoral and ubiquitous British
slave trade 200 years ago, and the high-
ly principled member of the House of
Commons, William Wilberforce, who
poured his life into that noble cause.
One man can—and did—make a dif-
ference.

H. Res. 158 also links the abolition
issue to today’s modern-day slave
trade, human trafficking, and I appre-
ciate that the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania recognized that there are les-
sons learned that need to be applied to
our current battle against modern-day
slavery.

Madam Speaker, William Wilberforce
was 21 years old when he was elected to
the House of Commons in 1780. And per-
haps like some of us, later said, ““The
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first years in Parliament I did nothing,
nothing to any purpose. My own dis-
tinction was my darling object.”

But that all changed, Madam Speak-
er, after a profound conversion to
Christianity and a serious rethinking
as to whether politics, with all of its
diversions, distractions, vanity, lies,
and deception, was compatible with his
ever-deepening religious faith. He even
thought of quitting politics and enter-
ing into a ministry.

John Newton, the former slave cap-
tain turned convert to Christ, among
others, encouraged him to fight the
battle against slavery where it could be
won, in Parliament. The Commons is
the place where you can stop slavery.
Wilberforce agreed, and then poured his
life into that battle.

William  Wilberforce once said:
“Never, never will we desist until we
extinguish every trace of this bloody
traffic to which our posterity, looking
back to the history of these enlight-
ened times, will scarce believe that it
has been suffered to exist so long to
disgrace and dishonor this country.”

He also said: ‘“So enormous, so dread-
ful, so remediable did the trade’s wick-
edness quickly appear that my own
mind was completely made up for its
abolition.”

Madam Speaker, 200 years ago the
slave trade was abolished, and he went
on for the rest of his life with a group
of prayer warriors, men and women
who prayed every day for the abolish-
ment of the slave trade, who believed it
was a blight not just against man and
woman, but against God himself. And
it was through prayer and action that
they came up with a number of very in-
teresting and creative legislative ways
of trying to stop it.

Wilberforce was also tenacious. Time
and time again, he would offer his bill
to abolish the slave trade, only to have
all kinds of shenanigans, filibusters
and misinformation, diversions, and
threats including physical threats to
himself, used as a way of deferring ac-
tion, but he nevertheless persisted and
in the end, he prevailed.

We need to learn from that example,
Madam Speaker, because we have a
slave trade today. In 1990s, the phe-
nomenon of human trafficking, ever
present in all of history, exploded in
prevalence, sophistication and cruelty.

With the breakup of the Soviet Union
and the Warsaw Pact nations, suddenly
new mobsters, many of them former
KBG operatives, were all of a sudden on
the scene buying and selling young
women as commodities.

Additionally, the Internet suddenly
brought pornography, including child
porn, into homes all over the world,
furthering the demand for victims. The
sleazy X-rated theater went main-
stream.

Organized crime in countries all over
the world, including the United States,
made profits seemingly without limit
while incurring next to no risk of pros-
ecution.

As Mr. PI1TTS pointed out earlier,
today the United States is the net im-
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porter of upwards of 18,000 people,
mostly women or children, who are
trafficked into this country to be ex-
ploited. That is an abomination.

We also have our own interstate
slave trade where young girls who are
runaways are quickly picked up by
pimps and bought and sold like com-
modities. That, too, must stop.
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Madam Speaker, I believe that be-
cause too much evil is involved here
and because the prospect of making
billions of dollars has enticed some of
the most unsavory and cruel individ-
uals, including and especially orga-
nized crime, into this nefarious trade
we have to beef up our efforts to stop
this slavery. Because too much demand
enabled by crass indifference, unbridled
hedonism and misogynistic attitudes
has turned people, especially women,
into objects valued only for their util-
ity in the brothel or in the sweat shop
we have to accelerate and expand our
fight, and because of the relative lack
of visibility, all of this makes the task
of combating trafficking in modern day
slavery all the more difficult.

But trafficking, like germs, infection
and disease, thrives only in the shad-
ows and in the murky places and can-
not survive when brought to the light.
Light remains a very, very powerful
disinfectant.

So my challenge to all of us is that
we have to bring the light, the bright
light of scrutiny, of criminal investiga-
tions, the disinfecting of investigations
and convictions, probing legislative in-
quiry, having the students, as Mr.
P1TTs in this bill encourages them to
do, to form student groups to look into
slavery. We need to use every tool, best
practice and well-honed strategy to
win the freedom of the slaves and to
spare others the agony, especially
through prevention measures, the
agony of slavery.

Together, we can make the pimps
and the exploiters pay by doing serious
jail time, as well as the forfeiture of
their assets. The boats, the villas and
the fat-cat bank accounts must go. To-
gether we can end this barbaric and ut-
terly cruel modern day slavery, just as
William Wilberforce and other great
men and women did so in antiquity.

Make no mistake about it; the aboli-
tion of modern day slavery is a win-
nable war. We need to fight in ways so
as to win. We need to pray. I believe we
need to fast, and we need to have good,
well-developed strategies, and we need
to work as a bipartisan team, to end
this cruelty.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE), a member of the
Appropriations Committee.

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I thank
again Mr. PAYNE for yielding.

Let me commend Mr. PITTS and all
those who have cosponsored this reso-
lution, and say how important it is
today for us to be discussing this in a
bipartisan way and commending and
remembering Mr. Wilberforce.
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This resolution talks about how he
devoted his life to the suppression and
abolition of the institution of slavery,
but it also calls upon the youth of the
United States, especially, to form clubs
and groups dedicated to working
against modern slave trade and human
trafficking and the degradation of
human dignity.

Also it calls on the reflection of Mr.
Wilberforce’s selfless dedication to
fight against slavery and his commit-
ment to the neediest in society. I think
we should today remind ourselves that
we need to rededicate ourselves to the
principles and values which Mr. Wilber-
force demonstrated through his life.

Let me give you some examples of
how we really can do this today. When
you look at this budget and the appro-
priations process, we are talking about
cutting programs such as GEAR UP
and TRIO that really help our youth,
especially our African American and
Latino youth, receive an education
that allows them a level playing field.

When you look at California, affirma-
tive action ended. We have very few
students entering into the University
of California, very few African Amer-
ican and Latino businesses because we
have ended equal opportunity efforts in
California, very few people of color em-
ployed by the State of California. And
why? Because they did not adhere to
Mr. Wilberforce’s ideals and his prin-
ciples.

When you look at the prison popu-
lation and the disparities, when you
look at African American young men
and women, the huge disparities in the
prison populations, huge disparities in
the dropout rate. Why? You have to un-
derstand, and I think this resolution,
as minded, talks about the vestiges and
the legacy of slavery; and so in rededi-
cating ourselves to end this, we need to
do what we can do today and close
these disparities and make the right,
correct budget decisions as we look at
these budgets that we are putting to-
gether.

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, we have
no additional speakers; therefore, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the Representative from the 14th Dis-
trict of Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee and
dean of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
rise to join in this discussion to con-
gratulate my colleague from New Jer-
sey DON PAYNE and my dear friend who
brought this to my attention only yes-
terday from California (Ms. LEE). I am
s0 pleased to hear this discussion going
on commemorating the 200th anniver-
sary of the abolition of the trans-
atlantic slave trade, but also the rec-
ognition of William Wilberforce, after
whom the famous African American
university, Wilberforce, was named, a
distinguished member of the British
House of Commons.

What we are discussing here is not
just ancient history. It is not just a
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recollection of why we have a 13th
amendment to the Constitution prohib-
iting slavery. But we are talking about
one of the great iniquities of our civili-
zation. Slavery has always been a prob-
lem that we have dealt with across our
centuries; but today and in countries
all over the world, we are beginning to
examine where it goes.

We heard the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH)
recite present problems. We have heard
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE) talk about things that lead us
into conditions of such abject poverty
that people are made vulnerable to the
whole question of being subjugated and
eventually so impoverished that they
end up being oppressed or exploited.

We know that many are still being
trapped in trying to leave one country
to improve their economic conditions,
and they end up under false pretences
in a forced work circumstance. Fre-
quently, it’s prostitution for young
women. And for this 110th Congress,
with these resolutions, H. Res. 272 and
H. Res. 158, are now beginning to deal
with this subject, not only in the
present circumstance but examining
the roots and the origins of this obnox-
ious, inhumane, indescribably evil cir-
cumstance in which we find men,
women and children still under such
oppression today.

For that reason, I am proud to stand
here as the chairman of the committee
that has jurisdiction over our constitu-
tional amendments and to join with
the distinguished members of the For-
eign Affairs Committee who recognize
that after many unsuccessful attempts,
the British Parliament finally aban-
doned and made slavery illegal, but fi-
nally, after a great deal of effort were
able to stop it. It didn’t stop because
we passed a law. Slavery and second-
class citizenship and the denial of the
rights of Americans didn’t stop because
we passed the 13th amendment. It
didn’t even stop after we passed a se-
ries of Voting Rights Acts to enforce
the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments.

So here we are today, again recom-
mitting this Nation through the peo-
ple’s House to make certain that every-
one understands how this came about,
how the Atlantic slave trade was so
evil and that its legacy lingers over
this Nation today.

I congratulate all of the leaders of
these two measures and in commemo-
rating the legacy and remembering
this great Parliamentarian from Eng-
land, William Wilberforce. Many of our
predecessors worked, as tirelessly as
we do, through the last couple cen-
turies to deliver on the simple promise
of freedom; but guess what, it doesn’t
turn on us just keeping people free. A
free people have to become educated.
They have to work. They have to raise
their family. We have to put this enor-
mously important consideration into
the context of what it means.

To be free is not free. To be free
means that you can get educated to
compete in a computerized technology.
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It means to be able to be healthy and
to live and grow to make everyone
have this wonderful opportunity. It
was said so then to every man and
woman and child the chance, the
chance, the gold shining opportunity to
become whatever they could in the
course of one’s life.

We celebrated the life yesterday of
our dearest colleague Juanita
Millender-McDonald as she was memo-
rialized in Los Angeles. What a dy-
namic, unusual, amazing circumstance
of a young girl from Alabama trans-
porting herself to the first elected
chairwoman of color of the House Ad-
ministration Committee.

These are the kinds of opportunities
that are open to us, to the 43 members
of the Congressional Black Caucus,
who all have equally poignant stories.
We have an African American chair-
man who had to join the Army because
he could not get a job. That is existing
today.

It is in that spirit of looking back
and yet confronting the realities that I
am so proud to join my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle who have made
this an important day to remember, to
reflect on and to plan how we move the
condition and the plight of all 300 mil-
lion of our citizens forward.

I thank the gentleman from New Jer-
sey for yielding me this time.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me conclude once again by
thanking the prime sponsor, Congress-
man PITTS, for this resolution and just
say that as I was indicating before
about a little bit about our history, it
is important that we remember his-
tory. It is important that the House of
Commons fought and Mr. Wilberforce
would not give up his fight.

Actually, New Jersey back in 1863
passed the 13th amendment that was
proposed by President Lincoln, al-
though New Jersey did not support
Lincoln in his elections. The Repub-
licans passed the 13th amendment, but
interestingly enough, the Democrats
opposed this, and in the next election
the Democrats swept out all the Re-
publicans in the New Jersey State leg-
islature and actually rescinded the 13th
amendment.
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So New Jersey did not pass the 13th
amendment, refused to take up the de-
bate on the 14th or 15th amendments.
There was a time in our State where
we were called, rather than down south
was called up north or down north, be-
cause we did have problems, even in
the North, attempting to get basic
things like 13th amendment abolishing
slavery; 14th amendment, due process
under the law; and 15th amendment,
giving the right to vote to all citizens.

We still have to fight injustice. No
one would think that our great Garden
State, which today is such a leader in
the right things, had such a spotted
past and a troubled history.

I urge support of this resolution.

May 1, 2007

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 158, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution encouraging the people of
the United States, particularly the
youth of the United States, to observe
the 200th anniversary of the abolition
of the British slave trade and remem-
ber the life and legacy of William Wil-
berforce, a member of the British
House of Commons who devoted his life
to the suppression and abolition of the
institution of slavery, and to work for
the protection of human rights
throughout the world”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H. Res. 158.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO FAMI-
LIES OF WOMEN AND GIRLS
MURDERED IN GUATEMALA

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 100) expressing the
sympathy of the House of Representa-
tives to the families of women and girls
murdered in Guatemala and encour-
aging the Government of Guatemala to
bring an end to these crimes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 100

Whereas Guatemalan women were among
the victims during the 36-year Guatemalan
internal armed conflict which ended with the
signing of the 1996 Peace Accords and ush-
ered in the process of reconciliation;

Whereas since 2001, more than 2,000 women
and girls have been murdered in Guatemala
often preceded by abduction, sexual assault,
or brutal mutilation;

Whereas from 2001 to 2006, the rate at
which women and girls have been murdered
in Guatemala has increased sharply, at a
higher rate than the murder rate of men in
Guatemala during the same period;

Whereas the number of murders of Guate-
malan women and girls has increased signifi-
cantly from 303 in 2001 to more than 500 in
2006;

Whereas, according to reports from Guate-
malan officials, most of the victims are
women ranging in age from 18 to 30 and
many were abducted in broad daylight in
well-populated areas;



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-06T08:23:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




