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continue to believe that the path of engage-
ment and honest dialogue will be a more fruit-
ful avenue for the advancement of human
rights and democracy in Vietnam.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SIRES) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 243, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF CINCO DE MAYO

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 347) recognizing the his-
torical significance of the Mexican hol-
iday of Cinco de Mayo.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 347

Whereas May 5, or Cinco de Mayo in Span-
ish, is celebrated each year as a date of great
importance by the Mexican and Mexican-
American communities;

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on which
the Battle of Puebla was fought by Mexicans
who were struggling for their independence
and freedom;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo has become one of
Mexico’s most famous national holidays and
is celebrated annually by nearly all Mexi-
cans and Mexican-Americans, north and
south of the United States-Mexico border;

Whereas the Battle of Puebla was but one
of the many battles that the courageous
Mexican people won in their long and brave
struggle for independence and freedom;

Whereas the French, confident that their
battle-seasoned troops were far superior to
the almost amateurish Mexican forces, ex-
pected little or no opposition from the Mexi-
can army;

Whereas the French army, which had not
experienced defeat against any of Europe’s
finest troops in over half a century, sus-
tained a disastrous loss at the hands of an
outnumbered, ill-equipped, and ragged, but
highly spirited and courageous, Mexican
force;

Whereas after three bloody assaults upon
Puebla in which over a thousand gallant
Frenchmen lost their lives, the French
troops were finally defeated and driven back
by the outnumbered Mexican troops;

Whereas the courageous and heroic spirit
that Mexican General Zaragoza and his men
displayed during this historic battle can
never be forgotten;

Whereas many brave Mexicans willingly
gave their lives for the causes of justice and
freedom in the Battle of Puebla on Cinco de
Mayo;
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Whereas the sacrifice of the Mexican fight-
ers was instrumental in keeping Mexico from
falling under European domination;

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday is not
only the commemoration of the rout of the
French troops at the town of Puebla in Mex-
ico, but is also a celebration of the virtues of
individual courage and patriotism of all
Mexicans and Mexican-Americans who have
fought for freedom and independence against
foreign aggressors;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder that the foundation of the United
States is built by people from many nations
and diverse cultures who are willing to fight
and die for freedom;

Whereas Cinco de Mayo also serves as a re-
minder of the close spiritual and economic
ties between the people of Mexico and the
people of the United States, and is especially
important for the people of the southwestern
States where millions of Mexicans and Mexi-
can-Americans make their homes;

Whereas in a larger sense Cinco de Mayo
symbolizes the right of a free people to self-
determination, just as Benito Juarez once
said, ‘““El respeto al derecho ajeno es la paz”
(““The respect of other people’s rights is
peace’); and

Whereas many people celebrate during the
entire week in which Cinco de Mayo falls:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the historical struggle for
independence and freedom of the Mexican
people and requests the President to issue a
proclamation recognizing that struggle and
calling upon the people of the United States
to observe Cinco de Mayo with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution.

I would like to begin by applauding
the efforts and the leadership of the au-
thor of the resolution, Congressman
JOE BACA, who is also the chairman of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, the Cinco de Mayo holi-
day commemorates the May 5, 1862,
victory of a vastly outnumbered Mexi-
can Army under the command of Gen-
eral Ignacio Zaragoza over Napoleon
IIT’s regiments at the Battle of Puebla.

The triumph of the Mexican people
over the French in this battle has come
to symbolize the fight for freedom and
justice. To most of us in the United
States, this holiday is expressed
through the enjoyment of Mexican and
Mexican American culture, the food,
the music, and the customs. This reso-
lution encourages continuing those
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celebrations, but it also reminds us
that Cinco de Mayo is a tribute to the
contributions that the Mexicans and
Mexican Americans have made and
continue to make across our Nation.

We take pride in these achievements
and in the continuing dedication of
thousands of Mexican American men
and women in uniform.

Cinco de Mayo reminds us that the
foundation of the United States is built
by people from many nations and di-
verse cultures willing to fight and die
to make ours a stronger and freer
world.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

First of all, I want to congratulate
Mr. BAcA, my good buddy, for spon-
soring this resolution. And I want to
say very briefly that our side supports
moving forward with this resolution of
the gentleman from California, which
recognizes the historical significance
of Cinco de Mayo.

Our good neighbors to the south,
Mexico, and we here in the U.S.A. have
many things and values in common,
and we ought to celebrate and share
them together, as this resolution does
today. Cinco de Mayo is an important
holiday celebrated to commemorate
May b, 1862, the date Mexicans fought
the Battle of Puebla to end their strug-
gle for independence and freedom.

So let us recognize the historic strug-
gle for independence and freedom of
the Mexican people as symbolized by
this important holiday and celebrate
and rejoice together the holiday of
Cinco de Mayo.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia’s 43rd District, chairman of the
Committee on Agriculture’s Sub-
committee on Department Operations,
Oversight, Nutrition, and Forestry.

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend and colleagues and my friend
ALBIO SIRES for yielding me the time. I
would also like to thank Chairman
LANTOS and Ranking Member ROS-
LEHTINEN and then, of course, my
friend DAN BURTON and the leadership
for their support and their effort in
bringing this bipartisan resolution to
the floor.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 347,
a resolution honoring the significance
and impact of Cinco de Mayo. This Res-
olution 347 recognizes the Cinco de
Mayo holiday, which commemorates
May 5, 1862, the date in which the Bat-
tle of Puebla was fought by Mexicans
who were struggling for their independ-
ence and freedom.

While Cinco de Mayo commemorates
the Mexican Army’s victory over



H4254

France in this key battle, it was also
but one of many battles for the coura-
geous Mexican people who won their
long and brave struggle for independ-
ence and freedom.

Today the Cinco de Mayo holiday is
not only the commemoration of the de-
feat of the French foreign army, it is
also a celebration of virtues of indi-
vidual courage and patriotism of all
Mexicans and Mexican Americans who
have fought for freedom and independ-
ence against foreign aggressors.

Cinco de Mayo is also a day to cele-
brate the rich cultural heritage that
Latinos have brought to the United
States. Latinos are the fastest growing
minority population in the country,
representing 45 million people, 17 per-
cent of the total population. The
Latino community has made many im-
portant contributions in all aspects of
life: the arts, sports, the business
world, sciences. Latinos have also
fought in all American wars beginning
with the Revolutionary War, earning 41
Medals of Honor overall. In World War
II, 500,000 Hispanics fought, 656 Puerto
Ricans fought. Thirteen Medals of
Honor, 11 Mexican Americans, one
Puerto Rican. Today there are over 30
Latino Members in the United States
Congress. This statistic points to what
a driving force the Latino community
has become in our country economi-
cally, socially, and politically.

Cinco de Mayo also provides us with
a great opportunity to look back at our
own heritage as Americans. We must
remember that our country was built
by people from different homelands
with different diverse cultures held to-
gether by common bond with a willing-
ness to fight and die for freedom.

Unfortunately for Latinos, there are
many inequities that have put our
communities at a social and economic
disadvantage. My colleagues and I in
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus are
working together in a bipartisan basis
to end these barriers to increase oppor-
tunities for Latinos, particularly in
areas of education, health care, home-
ownership, and equal representation in
corporate America. As Americans, we
must unite to achieve these common
goals.

In a large sense, Cinco de Mayo sym-
bolizes the right of a free people to
self-determination, just as Benito
Juarez once said: ‘“The respect of other
people’s rights is peace.”

I ask my colleagues to support H.
Res. 347.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from the
156th District in Texas, chairman of the
Education and Labor Subcommittee on
Higher Education, Lifelong Learning,
and Competitivness, and member of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs (Mr.
HINOJOSA).

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 347, and also I rise to honor a
true hero who gave his life to free his
country from foreign oppression.

Ignacio Zaragoza Seguin was born in
1829 near what is now Goliad, Texas, a
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community in my congressional dis-
trict.

In 1862 French troops began a march
to capture Mexico City. They met the
Mexican forces led by a courageous and
well-trained 33-year-old general at the
city of Puebla, Mexico, in a battle that
lasted the entire day of May 5, 1862.
Under General Ignacio Zaragoza’s lead-
ership, the vastly outnumbered Mexi-
can Army forced the withdrawal of Na-
poleon IIT’s army, the premier army in
the world.
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French Army losses were heavy, but
Mexican troop casualties were few. The
costly delay in Puebla, Mexico helped
shorten the French intervention. It
also helped preserve the American
Union as it kept the French Army too
busy to directly aid the Confederacy
with troops during the U.S. Civil War.

General Zaragoza and his troops re-
ceived a hero’s welcome in Mexico
City. While visiting his sick troops,
Ignacio contracted typhoid fever and
died on September 8, 1862 at the age of
33, only a few months after the great
battle against the French.

President Juarez declared May 5,
Cinco de Mayo, a national holiday in
his country. Today, we celebrate Cinco
de Mayo throughout Mexico and
around the world, but I hope that as we
celebrate it, we remember the courage
and sacrifice of this true hero.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 347. | rise
to recognize the historical importance of the
Mexican holiday Cinco de Mayo. The fifth day
of May, or Cinco de Mayo, is a special day
because it represents the importance of free-
dom, liberty and determination for the people
of Mexico and for Mexican-Americans. It was
on that day, May 5, 1862, that untrained, out-
numbered, and outgunned Mexican forces—
determined to protect their land—successfully
defended the town of Puebla against the
French.

The quest for an independent Mexico start-
ed on September 16, 1810, when the people
of Mexico, following the will to become a free
nation, refused to submit to Spanish rule. The
struggle went on for 10 years. Finally, in 1821,
the first independent Mexican government was
established.

But being an independent nation was not
easy. Over the years, Mexico received eco-
nomic support from several nations, France
and England among them. Later on, even
Spain supported the new country. Thus, Mex-
ico became heavily indebted to foreign pow-
ers. Due to ongoing political unrest caused by
many groups struggling for power, Mexico was
not able to pay back the loans. On July 17,
1861, President Benito Juarez issued a mora-
torium in which all-foreign debt payments
would be suspended for a period of two years,
with the promise that after this period, pay-
ments would resume.

In 1862, France, Spain, and England dis-
patched their fleets to Mexican shores pur-
suing not only money but also land rights as
payment for their loans. A government rep-
resentative greeted them and explained that
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Mexico acknowledge its debts, but had no
funds to pay them. They were offered pay-
ment warrants in exchange.

The Spaniards and the British decided to
accept the warrants and withdrew from the
scene. But the French government's rep-
resentative did not accept the offer and or-
dered his troops to invade the country and
head toward Mexico City, the nation’s capital.
They had to cross through the state of Puebla
to get to the capital.

Mexican President Benito Juarez. reacted
immediately and prepared the defense. He
commanded Ignacio Zaragoza, a young and
brave General, to fortify the City of Puebla and
repel the French invaders.

The battle was by no means even. France,
under Louis Napoleon’s rule, had the world’s
most powerful army, and sent more than six
thousand men to invade Mexico. But the cour-
age and the love of freedom impelled the
Mexican people to fight back.

General Ignacio Zaragoza led 5,000 ill-
equipped Mestizo and Zapotec Indians called
Zacapoaxtlas. On the 5th of May 1862, the
forts of Loreto and Guadalupe, in the city of
Puebla, became the scene of the historical de-
feat of the great European army. Against over-
whelming odds, they managed to drive back
the French army, achieving a total victory over
soldiers deemed among the best trained and
equipped in the world and embarking on the
end of the European domination in America.

For Mexico, this day has come to represent
a symbol of Mexican unity and patriotism in
the history of Mexico. In our country, Cinco de
Mayo is also a celebration of the rich cultural
heritage Mexican Americans have brought to
the United States.

Hispanics are the fastest-growing minority
group in the United States. According to the
most recent data available, the estimated His-
panic population in the U.S. is 42.7 million—
constituting 14 percent of our nation’s popu-
lation.

Hispanics now own a record number of
small businesses—1.6 million, with annual rev-
enues of more than $221 billion. Small busi-
nesses create two-thirds of American jobs,
and the fastest-growing small business sector
is Latino-owned firms.

Today, there are 30 Hispanic Members in
the United States Congress, including 24
Democrats, many of whom are Mexican-Amer-
ican, representing constituencies in all regions
of the country, from California to New York,
from Arizona to lllinois, from Colorado to Flor-
ida.

These gains and numbers tell us that His-
panics are a driving force in our country—eco-
nomically, socially and politically. Hispanics
share the common goals with all other Ameri-
cans of freedom, opportunity, and a chance to
build a better life. In pursuing these aspira-
tions, Hispanics have made important con-
tributions to life in the United States in the
fields of culture, sports, entertainment, busi-
ness enterprise, science, politics and others.

On Saturday, May 5th, millions of Ameri-
cans will join our neighbors to the south in
celebrating Cinco de Mayo. On this day, we
are reminded that all people—regardless of
their race, color, or gender—have enriched
cultures and are worthy of respect and self-de-
termination.

| am happy to be here today to celebrate
this momentous day and to recognize the val-
ues, traditions, and positive contributions of
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the Mexican culture. | urge all members to join
me in supporting H. Res. 347, and commemo-
rate the historical significance of Cinco de
Mayo.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SIRES) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 347.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF
CHICAGO FOR BEING CHOSEN TO
REPRESENT THE UNITED
STATES TO HOST THE 2016 OLYM-
PIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 118)
congratulating the City of Chicago for
being chosen to represent the United
States in the international competi-
tion to host the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic games, and encouraging
the International Olympic Committee
to select Chicago as the site of the 2016
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 118

Whereas the City of Chicago has been se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee to represent the United States in its
bid to host the 2016 Summer Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas, by 2016, 20 years will have passed
since the Summer Olympics were held in a
city in the United States;

Whereas Chicago is a world-class city with
remarkable diversity, culture, history, and
people;

Whereas the citizens of Chicago take great
pride in all aspects of their city and have a
deep love for sports;

Whereas Chicago already holds a place in
the international community as a city of im-
migrants from around the world, who are
eager to be ambassadors to visiting Olympic
athletes;

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games will be played in the heart of Chicago
so that athletes and visitors can appreciate
the beauty of the downtown parks and lake-
front;

Whereas Chicago is one of the transpor-
tation hubs of the world and can provide ac-
cessible transportation to international visi-
tors through extensive rail, transit, and
motorways infrastructure, combined with
the world-class O’Hare and Midway Inter-
national Airports;

Whereas the motto of the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Chicago would be
““Stir the Soul,” and the games would inspire
citizens around the world, both young and
old;

Whereas a Midwestern city has not hosted
the Olympic Games since the 1904 games in
St. Louis, Missouri, and the opportunity to
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host the Olympics would be an achievement
not only for Chicago and for the State of I1li-
nois, but also for the entire Midwest;

Whereas hosting the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games would provide substan-
tial local, regional, and national economic
benefits and growth;

Whereas Mayor Richard M. Daley, Patrick
Ryan, and members of the Chicago 2016 Com-
mittee have campaigned tirelessly to secure
Chicago’s bid to host the Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas, through the campaign to be se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, Chicago’s citizens, officials, workers,
community groups, and businesses have dem-
onstrated their ability to come together to
exemplify the true spirit of the Olympic
Games and the City of Chicago; and

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games represent the best of the human spirit
and there is no better fit for hosting this
event than one of the world’s truly great cit-
ies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the City of Chicago on se-
curing the bid to represent United States in
the international competition to host the
2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games; and

(2) encourages the International Olympic
Committee to select Chicago as the site of
the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to
commend our colleague from Chicago,
RAHM EMANUEL, for introducing this
important resolution. His efforts to
win our Nation the 2016 Olympic games
are greatly appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, the 2004 summer Olym-
pic games in Athens unfolded before
the eyes of hundreds of millions of peo-
ple around the world, with some watch-
ing in person, but many more on tele-
vision every night. It is fair to say that
the Athens games were a success, de-
spite fears of terrorism or that key
Olympic venues would not be ready.
Athens was prepared to receive thou-
sands of athletes and officials from
around the world. The Olympic spirit
thrived as athletes lived out their
dreams.

This resolution before the House
seeks to bring the summer Olympic
spirit we witnessed in Athens here to
America for the first time since 1996 in
the Atlanta Olympic games. This meas-
ure urges the International Olympic
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Committee to choose the United States
entry of Chicago to host the 2016 sum-
mer Olympics.

Mr. Speaker, the Olympics bring to-
gether people from all over the world.
And when they arrive in Chicago, they
will find a culturally diverse city ready
and willing to host athletes and spec-
tators from every nation.

Chicago already has developed a pub-
lic transportation infrastructure to en-
sure that visitors from the United
States and abroad can easily get to the
Olympic games. Once in Chicago, ath-
letes and spectators alike will be able
to move seamlessly through all Olym-
pic venues and practice facilities.

The Olympic games will be held in
the heart of Chicago so that everyone
can enjoy Chicago’s beautiful water-
front and park system. Hosting the
Olympic games will also bring impor-
tant economic benefits to Chicago and
position it to hold important sporting
events in the future.

Mr. Speaker, Chicago is a beautiful,
thriving American city eager to carry
on the Olympic tradition. When the
International Olympic Committee
meets to choose the site of the 2016
summer games, I urge committee
members to choose Chicago.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
resolution, and reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, with this week being
Olympic Week in America in our Na-
tion’s elementary schools, there is no
better time for us to extend our con-
gratulations to the City of Chicago for
being selected to represent the United
States in the competition to host the
2016 Olympic and Paralympic games.

Chicago is a world-class city, known
for its culture, history, people and love
of sports, and pizza, and the Bears and
the Bulls.

In addition, it boasts renowned archi-
tecture and a significant transpor-
tation infrastructure and numerous
venue options for major events such as
the Olympic games.

This is the first step in the inter-
national process whereby the final se-
lection for the site of the games will be
made in October 2009. Chicago’s likely
rivals in the 2016 competitions include
Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Tokyo, Madrid
and Prague. Other than Miami, of
course, I can think of no better city to
represent the United States of America
in its bid for the Olympics games than
Chicago.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the member of the Ways
and Means Committee from the Fifth
District of Illinois, RAHM EMANUEL.

Mr. EMANUEL. I thank my colleague
from Miami. I can think of no other
city if Chicago didn’t have it than
Miami. And also my colleague from
New Jersey.

You know, both of you have men-
tioned something about Chicago’s
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