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my request, to meet with Mrs. Monica 
Ramos, the wife of Agent Ramos and 
his father, her father-in-law, Mr. Joe 
Loya. 

I also appreciate that Chairman JOHN 
CONYERS took time to say hello to Ms. 
Ramos and her father. 

Mr. Speaker, I am encouraged that 
the House Judiciary Committee is seri-
ously looking at holding hearings to 
investigate the injustice committed 
against these border agents. And that 
is why it is so important, Mr. Speaker, 
that the House look seriously at what 
happened to these men, who should be 
rewarded for trying to protect the 
American people, not serving time in a 
Federal prison. 

Mr. CONYERS. Will the gentleman 
from North Carolina yield to me? 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Yes, 
sir, I’d be delighted to yield to the 
chairman. 

Mr. CONYERS. First of all, I wanted 
to congratulate the gentleman on the 
persistence and integrity with which 
he has followed this matter. 

I have had this brought to my atten-
tion. I did have an opportunity to meet 
with some of the family, and I want to 
assure you that we are coordinating 
our activities with the Senate Judici-
ary Committee with those of my House 
Judiciary Committee; and I promise to 
keep you fully apprised as this matter 
moves forward. 

I congratulate you, not just for what 
you have done for these two officers, 
but what you have done for law en-
forcement officers across this country. 
It’s important that the kinds of con-
cerns you have raised are known to all 
of our men and women who carry 
badges and weapons defending us, not 
just at borders, but in every State in 
the Union. 

I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. I 
thank the chairman. You are very gen-
erous, and thank you so much. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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MISSION NOT ACCOMPLISHED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
I rise to commemorate an important 
event in the ongoing occupation of 
Iraq. On May 1, 2003, 4 years ago today, 
President Bush, the Commander in 
Chief, strode across the deck of the 
USS Abraham Lincoln and declared that 
the United States mission in Iraq was 
accomplished. 

Mission accomplished. Mission ac-
complished? I don’t think so. Let’s re-

view what has and what has not hap-
pened in Iraq since May 1, 2003. 

American troops were not met in the 
streets with flowers as welcoming lib-
erators. Instead, they’ve met with snip-
er attacks and IEDs. 3,351 American 
servicemen and women have given 
their lives, and nearly 25,000, probably 
more, have returned home seriously 
wounded. 

This administration has hidden the 
caskets of those who have perished, 
and forced the wounded to rehabilitate 
in mold-infested, rotting facilities. Are 
those actions of a grateful Nation? 
Does this mean mission accomplished? 

What about the weapons of mass de-
struction? Where are they? Nobody 
knows. Even former head of the CIA, 
George Tenet, is now backing away 
from his ‘‘slam dunk’’ comment. 

Yellow cake? Aluminum tubes? Al 
Qaeda ties to Saddam? An ousted CIA 
agent and a jail term for a senior ad-
ministration official? It is as if this ad-
ministration has been living in Alice’s 
world of Wonderland. 

The mission is yet to be accom-
plished. An accomplished mission 
would have brought peace and democ-
racy to the Iraqi people. Neighborhoods 
would be free, not walled off, and a 
bomb would not have been set in the 
Iraqi Parliament building. 

Estimates range upward from 50,000 
Iraqis killed and tens of thousands of 
refugees fleeing to neighboring coun-
tries like Syria. This is not how to pro-
mote peace and democracy. 

Let’s see. Thousands, tens of thou-
sands of refugees, and the United 
States allowed 7 or 8 Iraqi refugees into 
our country last month. We’ve made 
all those refugees happen, and we are 
doing nothing to help them. 

It takes a small protection force to 
go to the market in Baghdad, and the 
Secretaries of State and Defense must 
make surprise visits to Iraq because 
their security might not be insured 
otherwise. 

So I have to ask, Mr. Speaker, what 
mission was accomplished? The de-
struction of the Iraqi infrastructure? 
The mass exodus of the educated and 
wealthy from Iraq? The mission of 
alienating the United States on the 
global stage? The rise of hatred in 
countries who might have been our 
ally? 

This is unacceptable, and the Amer-
ican people know it. They sent that 
message loud. They sent it clear last 
November, and it echoes unheard in the 
White House. 

What is clear, Mr. Speaker, is that 
this mission is not accomplished. The 
ultimate mission to be accomplished is 
to bring our troops home. Then we can 
say, ‘‘Mission Accomplished.’’ 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER GREG BILLITER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s the most solemn duty that I 
have to honor those who have served 
our Nation, those who have answered 
the call of this generation, as us in 
prior generations have, to answer to 
that call to be ready to serve and to de-
ploy. 

I rise today to honor a great Amer-
ican, Navy Chief Petty Officer Greg 
Billiter. Greg was a native of Villa 
Hills, Kentucky, a graduate of Cov-
ington Latin, and a true fan of his 
hometown teams, the Cincinnati Ben-
gals and the Cincinnati Reds. 

Greg was tragically killed in action 
in Northern Iraq during combat oper-
ations. He leaves behind his young son, 
Cooper, a caring wife, loving family 
and a legacy that will be honored for 
generations to come. 

For Cooper, as you grow into a man, 
know that your dad loved you. He was 
a great American. He cared about you 
and he answered the call of this Na-
tion. 

I had the opportunity to visit with 
his family, and they all conveyed simi-
lar sentiments of a brave, dedicated 
and heroic sailor. 

When I asked his wife, April, about 
Greg she told me that he truly loved 
what he was doing. April said, ‘‘He was 
extremely patriotic, and felt that it 
was important for him to be part of the 
war and to help the other soldiers who 
were serving there.’’ His bravery and 
ultimate sacrifice remind us that they 
were all part of a larger mission. 

His parents told a local newspaper 
that he really felt he was helping to 
make Iraq a safer place, especially for 
the children. As an explosive ordnance 
demolition specialist, he made a tre-
mendous difference in the lives of 
many, many civilians, military per-
sonnel, and especially those children. 
We wonder today how many will grow 
up in the future and have a future be-
cause of Greg’s call and his willingness 
to answer that call and to go and serve. 
Indeed, his mother said that he loved 
what he was doing. He felt what he was 
doing was right, and he knew that he 
made a difference. 

I stand here today to honor his heroic 
work in Iraq and in the United States 
Navy, and to thank him and his family 
for making that ultimate sacrifice. 
We’ve lost a great American in Greg, 
but his work will live on. Thank you, 
Greg. Thank you April, Cooper, Pat, 
and Barry, for sharing your husband, 
father, and son with our Nation. We are 
forever indebted to him. 

As Jesus spoke in John 15:13, no 
greater love has a man than this, that 
he lay down his lives for his friends. In-
deed, Greg literally did that every day 
in his work to protect other service 
members, to protect civilians, to make 
a difference. 

Greg’s reputation as a chief was quite 
clear. Many of his fellow shipmates 
came into the funeral and showed a 
strength of solidarity that was impres-
sive and moving to this old soldier. 

I have spent many years in uniform 
and been with thousands and thousands 
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