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Hollywood, Florida, in its celebration 
of Public Service Recognition Week. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, additionally, I 
also rise today to recognize National 
Safe Kids Week. This is an issue that is 
near and dear to my heart as a mom 
with three young children. This year 
National Safe Kids Week will be held 
from April 28 through May 6, 2007. That 
is the week that we are in now. Na-
tional Safe Kids Week is a joint part-
nership between Safe Kids Worldwide 
and its founding sponsor, Johnson & 
Johnson. This week of public education 
activities has been held annually for 19 
years and draws much-needed atten-
tion to accidental childhood injury, a 
leading killer of children 14 and under. 

This year’s National Safe Kids 
Weeks’ theme is ‘‘Make it a Safe Kids 
Summer.’’ The start of summer is 
known by emergency personnel as 
‘‘trauma season’’ since accidental 
deaths and serious injuries to children 
increase dramatically. An average of 17 
children a day, or 2,143 children in 
total, died from May to August, 2004, 
due to injuries, many of which could 
have been prevented. 

Safe Kids Worldwide research indi-
cates that five of the most common 
causes of children’s accidental injury 
deaths in summer are drowning, which 
increases 89 percent in the summer 
over the monthly annual average; 
biking, which increases 45 percent; 
falls, which increase 21 percent; motor 
vehicle passenger injuries, which in-
crease 20 percent; pedestrian injuries, 
which increase 16 percent. 

In fact, almost 60 percent of total 
children’s accidental injury deaths 
from May to August from 2001 to 2004 
came from these risk areas. Events led 
by Safe Kids coalitions are taking 
place in more than 300 communities 
across the Nation in order to educate 
parents and families about how to keep 
kids safe during the summer, espe-
cially when participating in these ac-
tivities. As my home State of Florida, 
drowning prevention is an important 
concern of mine as a parent and as a 
legislator. In fact, drowning is the 
leading cause of unintentional injury- 
related death to children in the sum-
mer months in Florida. 

My most rewarding victory, Mr. 
Speaker, came from the passage of the 
Florida Residential Swimming Pool 
Safety Act. I was honored to sponsor 
this law as a State legislator, which 
has helped to save countless numbers 
of children from accidental injury and 
drowning in Florida pools. As the ma-
jority of drownings and near drownings 
occur in residential swimming pools 
and in open water sites, I hope that 
more States work to address water 
safety in their communities. 

Recently I introduced similar Fed-
eral legislation here in the House of 
Representatives. My legislation, the 
Pool & Spa Safety Act, would provide 
grants to States that pass such com-
prehensive safety laws and also support 
drowning prevention educational pro-
grams, among other provisions. Along 

with my colleague Representative 
FRANK WOLF, we hope this bill will be 
passed before another ‘‘trauma season’’ 
occurs for our Nation’s children. I en-
courage my colleagues to lend it their 
support. 

I also urge my colleagues to support 
National Safe Kids Week and to work 
with your State or local Safe Kids coa-
lition to prevent these accidental inju-
ries to children not only in the summer 
months but throughout the year. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE DALIT 
RESOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, this afternoon I introduced a resolu-
tion calling for the United States to 
address the ongoing problem of un-
touchability in India. Last December 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh rec-
ognized the similarities between un-
touchability in his country and Apart-
heid in South Africa. It is now time for 
this Congress, Mr. Speaker, to speak 
out about this ancient and particularly 
abhorrent form of persecution and seg-
regation, even if it is occurring in a 
country many consider to be one of 
America’s closest allies. This Congress 
must urge an end to the social dis-
crimination and injustice faced by the 
nearly 250 million people known as 
Dalits and Tribals in India. 

Although the Indian constitution 
guarantees fundamental rights and 
freedoms for all Indians, the untouch-
ables continue to face widespread so-
cial and caste injustices. Article 17 of 
the Constitution outlaws untouch-
ability. However, despite numerous 
laws enacted for the protection and 
betterment of the Dalits and Tribals, 
they are still considered outcasts in In-
dian society and are treated as such. 

At best, untouchability involves so-
cial segregation, including separate 
educational facilities and drinking 
water and restaurants. This is a sad 
and familiar tune to many of us famil-
iar with the history of our own coun-
try. At worst, untouchability entails 
widespread violence against untouch-
able women, especially in the form of 
rape with impunity, being targeted for 
abortions, and comprises the majority 
of temple prostitute and women traf-
ficked from India. 

The untouchables are poor, Mr. 
Speaker. Their most basic needs are 
not fulfilled, and they face great dif-
ficulties in accessing employment, edu-
cation, food, and health care. Most are 
among the poorest people on the face of 
the Earth, living on less than $1 per 
day. Moreover, Dalit women are often 
sold into bondage, prostitution, and 
there is an increasing religious perse-
cution against the Dalits and untouch-
ables who change their faith. In 2005, 
USAID stopped funding an organiza-
tion after it was revealed that they 
were preventing many of these women 

from leaving prostitution. In a recent 
instance, a whole Dalit village was 
forced to leave their tribal land be-
cause they had converted to Christi-
anity in a state that had laws against 
conversion. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is a di-
rect statement by the United States 
Congress that untouchability is an un-
acceptable practice on the part of 
America’s largest trading partner and 
close ally. We appreciate that Prime 
Minister Singh and many others have 
recognized that this is a serious social 
problem that needs to be confronted, 
and we urge the rest of Indian society 
and American diplomats, aid workers, 
and businesses working in India to do 
the same and to work toward the eradi-
cation of casted discrimination in 
India. 

This resolution encourages our gov-
ernment to work with India to find new 
approaches to an age-old problem. 
Moreover, Mr. Speaker, this resolution 
will ensure that we as a government 
and we as an American people in no 
way encourage or enforce caste dis-
crimination and untouchability 
through our policies with India or 
through foreign aid or direct aid in any 
way. 

And I urge my colleagues to join me 
in calling on the Indian government 
and the world community to look with 
compassion upon India’s untouchables 
and reach out to one of the poorest and 
most oppressed peoples on the face of 
the Earth. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TOWNS addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KUCINICH addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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