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here; not JULIA CARSON. JULIA never
forgot why she was here or who she
represented. She was here to expand
the opportunities for others, to end in-
equalities in our society, and to seek
justice for every American.

One of her most significant and
meaningful accomplishments in the
House was her effort to honor Rosa
Parks with a Congressional Gold
Medal. In the remarks that JULIA de-
livered when she introduced this bill,
she said, ‘‘the quiet courage of Rosa
Parks changed the course of American
history.”

For those of us who knew and worked
with JULIA, we knew that she was not
always quiet, but that the course of
American history has always been
changed by her courage. One of JULIA’S
greatest attributes was that it didn’t
matter who you were or where you
came from or the color of your skin or
the money in your pocket. She was
happy to work with anyone who shared
her commitment to treating everyone
with respect and dignity.

Her relationship with a good friend of
hers, Alan Hogan, comes to mind.
Somehow, at age 17, a suburban boy
from southeastern Indiana found a
mentor in Ms. JULIA. Their mutual af-
fection for each other and their work
to promote justice and equality reso-
nated with Alan and turned into a life-
long friendship. Her actions inspired
Alan to fight to end social injustices,
including working to ensure that
young African American athletes were
not exploited for their talents and that
they received quality education when
recruited to top-notch colleges and uni-
versities for their athletic scholar-
ships.

Ms. JuLiA affected Alan’s life in a
profound way, and I know she has up-
lifted countless others that I cannot
begin to list here tonight. While she
may have had many pieces of legisla-
tion that she could acknowledge as
great accomplishments, I see an army
of volunteers, like Alan, who will con-
tinue to carry her work as the greatest
of her legacies.

JULIA’S humanity always pierced
through people’s preconceived notions
of what kind of stereotype she should
fit into. You could never pigeonhole
JULIA CARSON or predict what she could
do or what she would say next. And it
often left all of us at the edge of our
seat, trying to predict what she would
say next.

JULIA has said that it was Rosa
Parks who paved the way for her to
come to Congress. I believe that
JULIA’s work as a representative has
paved the way and opened the doors for
countless young Americans who I hope
will follow in her footsteps and achieve
great things.

Thank you, Ms. JULIA CARSON, for
your friendship and for your legacy of
justice and equality for all. We love
you, and we will always miss you.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

UNJUST PROSECUTION AND AP-
PEAL OF FORMER BORDER PA-
TROL AGENTS RAMOS AND
COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, it has been 336 days
since two United States Border Patrol
agents entered Federal prison. Agents
Ramos and Compean were convicted in
March of 2006 for shooting a Mexican
drug smuggler who brought 743 pounds
of marijuana across our border into
Texas. They’re serving 11 and 12 years
in prison.

Earlier this month, the White House
released its list of 29 pardons which are
traditionally granted around Christ-
mastime. Among the list of pardons
were those convicted of conspiring to
import marijuana, possessing a stolen
motor vehicle and distributing cocaine.

Madam Speaker, there are 7 days
until Christmas, yet Agents Ramos and
Compean, who were doing their duty to
protect the American people from an
illegal alien drug smuggler, are still in
Federal prison, away from their fami-
lies and loved ones.

There is bipartisan agreement among
Members of Congress that the over-
zealous prosecution of these agents and
their excessive prison sentence is a tre-
mendous miscarriage of justice. In re-
cent days, I was pleased to join Con-
gressman ED ROYCE and other House
colleagues in writing the President to
urge him to ensure that Agents Ramos
and Compean are released from jail by
Christmas. I was also happy to join
Congressman BILL DELAHUNT and oth-
ers in cosponsoring a resolution calling
on the President to commute the
agents’ sentences to time already
served.

A ruling on this case from the 5th
United States Circuit Court of Appeals
in New Orleans is expected within
weeks. Nothing can erase the suffering
these agents and their families have
undergone and the months they have
spent in prison in solitary confinement
away from their families; however, a
judgment in favor of Ramos and
Compean in this appeal would be an
important victory and the first act of
justice these agents have seen since
their arrest.

During the appeal hearing, one of the
three judges on this case, Judge E.
Grady Jolly, said, ‘It does seem to me
that the government overreacted here.
For some reason, this got way out of
hand.”

Madam Speaker, in the eyes of many
Americans, the prosecution of these
border agents was not justified. An un-
biased review of this case by Attorney
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General Mukasey, a hearing by the
House Judiciary Committee and a
Presidential pardon for these agents
are all steps that can and should be
taken to rectify this gross miscarriage
of justice.

Through the efforts of this Congress
and the American people, I am hopeful
that justice will soon prevail for
Ramos and Compean, that the night-
mare of their imprisonment will end,
and they will soon return home to
their families and those they long to be
with.

Madam Speaker, before I close, I
want to ensure the families of Ramos
and Compean that those of us in Con-
gress will not forget this injustice until
these men are released.

With that, Madam Speaker, I ask
God to bless our men and women in
uniform and their families, and ask
God to continue to bless America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———
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PUBLIC HOUSING IN NEW
ORLEANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker and
Members, I rise this evening to basi-
cally talk about what is happening in
New Orleans and the fact that the city
council is going to take a vote on
Thursday to determine whether or not
they’re going to dismantle the big four
public housing developments in that
city. If they dismantle these public
housing units, the City of New Orleans
will lose 4,500 units.

These units have been boarded up for
2 years. The citizens who lived in these
units were evacuated as a result of
Katrina and Rita. They are now living
in other cities, Houston and Dallas and
Austin and Atlanta, all over the place,
and they thought they would be able to
return once these units were rehabbed.

These units, many of them, were not
destroyed. Some of them had minimal
damage. For example, the one housing
development, La Fete, only had water
damage on the first level. And they
could have not only rehabbed that first
level of La Fete projects, they could
have opened up those other units, but
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