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about her this evening and how she was
loved, you have to go to Indianapolis to
understand it. You have to hear people
talk about her to really get a sense of
the queen, and they referred to her as
‘“‘the queen.”

And so I’'m very proud to be a part of
this discussion, remembering her this
evening, and she will rest in peace,
having done her part, having given all
that any human being could give.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, in her remarks during Rosa Parks’
memorial service, Representative CAR-
SON said, I'm a sister from the hood and
we know how to get things done. Well,
from one sister to another sister I want
to say, Thank you, JULIA CARSON, for
your legacy of service, for your laugh-
ter and your love. I promise I will con-
tinue to work to get things done right
here in the House, and I will remember
all the things that you told me in the
last conversations that we had.

But JULIA, I’'m still trying to figure
out who it was you said was going to
invite me to dinner. I asked you that
day I came to see you, and you still
wouldn’t tell me. So whoever it is,
come on and invite me to dinner, be-
cause JULIA CARSON would want it to
happen.

I thank all of my colleagues for join-
ing me in this wonderful hour of cele-
bration for my colleague and good
friend, JULIA CARSON.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to remember my friend and col-
league, the Honorable JULIA CARSON.

Everyone loved JULIA CARSON, especially
we in the Congressional Black Caucus and
the constituents in her district.

| had an opportunity to travel back to her
district with her for a weekend health event,
and | witnessed the deep affection and admi-
ration that the people of Indianapolis—of all
ages, races and walks of life—had for her.

JULIA had a way of telling a story that would
have you rolling with laughter, even on serious
or unpleasant things.

This was especially true when talking about
herself. She was a regular at our health
braintrust and she spoke of herself as being
the “poster child” for health care and health
disparities. Although at its core, it was no
laughing matter, she had everyone in the audi-
ence cracking up.

As sick as JuLIA might have been, she
never let it diminish her dedicated representa-
tion of her district and other work that needed
to be done in Washington. And she walked to
votes even in the last days that she was here.

It was my honor—as it was for many Mem-
bers—to assist her as she came to the Floor
or a meeting. Years ago, | took it upon myself
to call her office and suggest that her staff get
her one of those motorized scooter-like vehi-
cles that other Members have used off and
on. Who told me to do that? | got a gentle
tongue lashing from my friend.

There were many proud moments when we
stood with JULIA and applauded her achieve-
ments, but none more so than the day that
Rosa Parks was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor upon the passage of the Res-
olution she sponsored.

JULIA did not even begin to get the kind of
attention for her health that she needed until
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she was elected to Congress and by then her
heart disease, mistaken for indigestion, was
far gone.

Today, this humble lady who had health
care deferred because of her race and gen-
der, has flags at all Congressional buildings
flying at half mast in her honor.

The Nation has lost a champion, the House
has lost a valued and effective Member, mi-
norities and the poor have lost an ardent ad-
vocate and | have lost a beloved colleague
and friend.

She has gone to her eternal reward, and
may she rest in peace.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise to-
night to honor the life and career of the Honor-
able Congresswoman, JULIA CARSON, who
was elected to Congress in 1996, and who
died on December 15, 2007. Representative
CARSON was a most respected friend and col-
league of mine and also many other Members
of Congress. The Honorable JULIA CARSON
was from the Seventh Congressional District
in Indiana. Ms. CARSON was a dedicated serv-
ant and worked tirelessly for the people of this
country and in particular she strongly advo-
cated on behalf of those who were living in
poverty or were homeless.

The list of legislative efforts that Represent-
ative CARSON helped to create in this and in
previous congressional terms spanned many
issues and these legislative efforts are now a
permanent part of the history of this Congress
and of this county. In particular Representative
CARSON gave her support for primary, sec-
ondary and college, education; and she be-
lieved in “single payer” health care, for all citi-
zens of this country; she also believed in
equal justice for all and lived a life that re-
flected some of these fundamental values that
were the hallmark of her service to this coun-
try.

Congresswoman JULIA CARSON honored the
legacy of the late Mrs. Rosa Louise McCauley
Parks when she introduced legislation which
came to fruition on March 4, 1999, when Mrs.
Parks was awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal. Representative CARSON also intro-
duced legislation to have a commemorative
postage stamp issued on behalf of Mrs. Rosa
Louise McCauley Parks.

Representative JuLIA CARSON will always be
remembered by her successful political career
and will continue to make her indelible mark in
history as a natural politician who steadily
strengthened ties between people and who
never forgot the community which she loved
and served. People who worked with her in
Congress will not forget the great sense of
humor she would bring to them, when we all
were experiencing long and arduous efforts
that were often expended in the process of
making daily decisions on significant and
lengthy congressional efforts.

Her continued efforts in Congress ad-
dressed the issues and supported legislation
in the following areas: She was a staunch ad-
vocate for equal rights for men and women.
She demonstrated a sincere concern and
fought for the relief and support for the victims
of Hurricane Katrina. In her wisdom, she advo-
cated for many medical advances in veterans
health care. Her continued outspoken support
for the Second Chance Act of 2007, was well
recognized. She spoke out for the support of
the National Literacy act of 2007. In times of
great suffering she stood tall and commemo-
rated the Rutgers University women’s basket-
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ball team for their vigor in remaining proud of
the skill that the team had achieved. She intro-
duced a bill for establishing the celebrated Na-
tional Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sites Week. She honored the life of Arva
Johnson, a pioneer in the United States Cap-
itol Police Department, when she became the
first African American female to wear the po-
lice badge. She supported the Horse Slaugh-
ter Protection Act. She recognized the 20
years of service of the world famous, Dr.
James Hadley Billington, as Librarian of Con-
gress. Congresswoman CARSON supported the
Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction
Equity Act of 2007. She worked for the benefit
of all persons to have access to affordable
drugs and medicines by supporting the Phar-
maceutical Market Access and Drug Safety
Act. In the era of DNA research Representa-
tive CARSON supported the Stem Cell en-
hancement Act of 2007. These are a few of
the noble congressional legislative actions that
she heartily supported and advocated for in
the history of her tenure in the Congress of
the United States. We appreciate her great ef-
forts in the progress that has been made from
all of her humanitarian efforts.

| extend my greatest sympathy to the family
of Congresswoman JULIA CARSON on the loss
of their mother, a warm and wonderful human-
itarian who was an exceptional public figure
and who has graciously served this country
with her grace, wisdom and gentility.

We will all miss her.

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, Indiana lost one
of its finest this weekend. | was deeply sad-
dened to learn of JULIA CARSON’s passing and
my thoughts and prayers are with her family
during this difficult time.

| have known JULIA for more than 20 years,
and am a better person for it. She was a dear
friend and her spirit will unarguably live on not
only in the halls of Congress, but in the neigh-
borhoods of Indianapolis where she touched
the lives of so many. She had an enormous
presence in Indianapolis and was always striv-
ing to help those in need.

JULIA embodied the true meaning of a “lib-
eral’—a woman who was always fighting for
those without a voice. She championed civil
rights and walked alongside Martin Luther
King, Jr., fighting for equality. She was to me,
and so many others, a true hero.

JULIA was not only proud to be a Member of
Congress and represent the fine people of In-
dianapolis, but she was constantly amazed at
how far she had come. As many know, JULIA
had a difficult upbringing but only used those
experiences to strengthen and shape her polit-
ical views. JULIA constantly reminded us all
how fortunate we are to be Members of Con-
gress.

| will miss JULIA very much. But, her spirit
will live on for decades to come. She was a
truly faithful person and took much comfort in
that. | am so honored to have known JULIA for
S0 many years and to have worked so closely
with her. She leaves behind a legacy of char-
ity, service and an unwavering commitment to
helping others.

————
0 1945

HONORING THE LIFE OF JULIA
CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, let me join and thank my col-
league and classmate STEPHANIE TUBBS
JONES for organizing this tribute to
JULIA CARSON.

President Kennedy was fond of say-
ing that communities reveal an awful
lot about themselves in the memorials
they create and in the people that they
honor. This evening my colleagues, led
by STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES and the
Speaker of the House, the majority
leader, and the delegation from Indiana
have stood tall in honoring the mem-
ory of JULIA CARSON.

Memory is what distinguishes us
from every other creature on the face
of the Earth. It’s humbling listening to
the reminiscing that took place this
evening.

We have lost a number of people
since I have been in Congress, wonder-
ful, remarkable, dedicated citizens to
this great country of ours. JULIA
brought that warmth and dignity to
this office. It was an honor to be with
her and know her.

I often think at services such as this
it’s a shame she wasn’t here to hear us
all talk about her, and for those of us
in this body who didn’t get the oppor-
tunity to say good-bye, it’s principally
the ability to reminisce and the memo-
ries that so many of our colleagues
have brought to this floor that make
her come to life and live on. Not in me-
morials, though I am sure memorials
will be created. Not in buildings
named, because I'm sure that those
things will follow. But those memorials
that mean the most are those that are
principally carried in our hearts. And
listening to BARON and STEVE talk ear-
lier and all the Members who spoke
here, what a rich, rich life. What a
wonderful person.

She has gone home to Indiana, but
she will never leave us. God bless
JULIA. God bless this country. I thank
everyone here for the memorial that
you created this evening.

———

JOY DIVINE: REMEMBERING THE
LATE HON. JULIA CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BALDWIN). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. RUSH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, there
have been many characterizations and
descriptions of our departed colleague
JULIA CARSON. But let me just tell you
how I view JULIA CARSON. For me JULIA
CARSON epitomized the Christian value
of joy divine. Joy divine, the Bible
calls it an unspeakable joy. It’s the
kind of joy that the Congress, the
world can’t give you and the world
can’t take it away. This joy is based on
your faith. JULIA CARSON had, in my
estimation, joy divine because she un-
derstood the meaning of the Scripture
when it states: ‘“All things work to-
gether for good to those who love the
Lord and those who are called accord-
ing to His purpose.”
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What is His purpose, one might ask?
Well, He makes it pretty clear in the
0Old Testament. He says: “What do I re-
quire of thee, o man, but to love mercy,
do justly, and walk humbly with your
God?”

Madam Speaker, JULIA CARSON had
the joy divine. She epitomized it. She
represented it. Because she knew that
everything that we do, the things that
we bind on Earth, we bind in heaven.
And she was really not working for just
her constituents, but she was, indeed,
working for eternal life. And now she is
at a better place in the heavens with
her God.

And I can just, in my own imagina-
tion, imagine JULIA when she got to
heaven how the angels erupted in ap-
plause because of the work that she
had done while she lived here on Earth.

Madam Speaker, JULIA CARSON did
something that was almost impossible
in the few years that she served in this
great House. She made this great
House even greater because of her com-
mitment, her dedication, her resolve,
her leadership, her insight, her compas-
sion, those things that make one great.

Madam Speaker, I know that in heav-
en when she approached the throne of
grace, when she approached the com-
pany of her Lord and Savior, I can hear
the words spoken to her right now in
the old way. I can hear her Lord and
her master telling her: JULIA, servant,
servant, well done. You did an extraor-
dinary job under ordinary conditions.
Servant, well done.

——————

HONORING THE LATE HON. JULIA
CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. HILL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I think
it’s a true testament to how people felt
about JULIA CARSON based upon the
fact that the hour has expired allotting
time for her colleagues to get up here
to say a few kind words about her and
now we are in overtime and the hour is
over and we still have colleagues on
the House floor who want to take the
time to eulogize our friend and col-
league JULIA CARSON.

I have known JULIA for over 25 years.
In this business of politics, you have
friends and then you have allies. I can,
with a great deal of assurance, tell my
colleagues here that JULIA was a
friend, not just an ally. She was that,
too. But I came from a small town in
southern Indiana to the Indiana legis-
lature back in 1982; and one of the first
people I ever met was from the great
city, the large city of Indianapolis, In-
diana: JULIA CARSON. And I will be hon-
est with you from the rural community
and the kind of sheltered atmosphere
of southern Indiana and small-town In-
diana, I, quite frankly, didn’t know
how to take JULIA CARSON when I first
met her. She was something else. But
as the years went by and I had the time
to serve with JULIA both in the legisla-
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ture and now here in Congress, I had
come to love JULIA CARSON, a true
friend. Not just a colleague, but a true
friend.

We have all heard the stories about
how she was revered in Indianapolis,
Indiana. The Indianapolis Star was the
newspaper there, and there was some
friction between JULIA and the Indian-
apolis Star because the Indianapolis
Star was basically a Republican-lean-
ing newspaper. So there were moments
between the Indianapolis Star and
JULIA. But just recently the headline in
the Indianapolis Star, and it was a
large headline, said: ‘“A Warrior for In-
dianapolis.” And that’s exactly what
she was.

She was one of a kind. She had grace
and she had flair, and she had a great
sense of humor. She was a Hoosier to
the core. She was the epitome of every-
thing that Indiana is. And we will miss
her.

I come to this microphone today with
mixed emotions: sadness by the loss of
JULIA, but also a sense of good memo-
ries that we have about JULIA CARSON.
The one thread that all of us have been
speaking about and I will speak about
it too was JULIA was a champion, a
champion for the downtrodden and the
poor. She made no excuses that she was
a liberal in the good sense of the word.
She wanted to make life better for all
Americans, not just a select few.

JULIA, we’ll miss you.

I do believe that when she walked
into the pearly white gates, as Con-
gressman RUSH said, that the angels
applauded.

Well done, JULIA. We love you and we
miss you.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE
LATE HON. JULIA CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Love
conquers all. And I rise today, Madam
Speaker, to join the celebration, for al-
though we mourn, we celebrate the life
of JuLiA CARSON, and celebrate we
must.

I'm delighted to have listened to my
colleagues in the Special Order led by
Congresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS
JONES and to hear my friends and col-
leagues from Indiana. But for a mo-
ment I offer my sympathy to those of
JULIA CARSON’s district, to the good
people of Indianapolis, to the good peo-
ple of Indiana, and, yes, to the Amer-
ican people. For JULIA CARSON truly
represented and will be remembered as
an American hero.

I believe that JULIA would not mind
our recalling for our colleagues why
she was so keenly committed to those
who could not speak for themselves
and could not help themselves. For
JULIA CARSON’s history, by its very na-
ture, directed her into the fight for
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