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those who, like herself, grew up with
very little, but yet could look to this
great country and actually believe that
they could achieve their dreams. For
JULIA was born to a teenage mother,
and that, from the time that she was
born in the late 1930s, going into the
early 1940s and World War II, was a
struggle and an unsurmountable task
in and of itself. They had to struggle
together. JULIA CARSON herself raised
two children as a divorcee. So first of
all, she understood what a single par-
ent, a mother with two children, had to
overcome to make sure that those chil-
dren saw in themselves and saw in her
a future.

It’s likely that she was already des-
tined for public service, and so by find-
ing Andy Jacobs, her finding him and
as well his finding her, it was a match
made in heaven. But she stopped along
the wayside to give support and com-
fort to workers, United Auto Workers,
and understood what it meant, a hard
day’s work for a good day’s pay. So
early on she was on the battlefield, and
her time in respective legislative bod-
ies only spoke to her continued desire
to serve.

But I like something about JULIA and
I like something about the description
of her. And my good friend and col-
league from Indiana, Congressman
HiLL, just said a liberal in Indianapolis.
I ask the question how you can walk
around in Indiana and call yourself lib-
eral and be victorious. That was JULIA.
Love conquers all, the love that she
had for her people, but the love that
they had for her stood largely to em-
brace her and surround her with armor
against those who would try to do her
political harm.

I was fascinated in listening to the
Congressmen speak of the vigil. Can
you imagine people just gathering out
of pain and joy, the pain of possibly
losing Congresswoman CARSON, but
also the joy of having her. Going to her
house. Now, we are the people’s House.
So Members of Congress are exposed
and people know all about them. But
can you imagine people feeling so com-
fortable that they would come to her
block and just stand in silence or sing-
ing or praying or testifying just to say,
We want to be near her. What a moving
expression that must have been, and
I'm so sorry that I missed it. But it was
a showing of their own appreciation for
her resilience, her astuteness, and her
ability to be underestimated.

I went to Indianapolis, and it was
that first year, her reelection after her
first term, Madam Speaker, and yes,
they were all out. And it was the year
of the targets, it was the year of im-
peachment here in this body, and peo-
ple were not feeling good, they were
feeling ugly. And the right wing, as it
could be defined, and I don’t say it in a
partisan way, but the guys who were
trying to get her in reelection came up
with all kinds of things. Soft on crime,
they accused her of, a number of issues
that they thought would get her
unelected.
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Well, I'1l tell you, she had a good his-
tory with the people of Indianapolis. In
fact, she even had some conservatives
supporting her. Why? Because she was
truthful in her belief for social serv-
ices. But she also came up with the
idea that welfare recipients should
work for their benefits. I'm sure it was
crafted around giving them hope and
giving them goals and giving them the
ability to believe that they could suc-
ceed, but she was applauded for that.
And she was called a person who wres-
tled a problem to the ground.

Madam Speaker, I close by simply
saying that we have lost a warrior, a
soldier on the battlefield, but tonight
we celebrate her life. My sympathy to
her family. And thank you, JULIA, for
being our friend and my friend.

————
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE
JULIA CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BALDWIN). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. CAPPS) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I join
my colleagues this evening in honoring
the life of our dear friend, JULIA CAR-
SON. And I want to say a word in keep-
ing with the comments by our col-
league, our leader, JOHN LARSON from
Connecticut, who spoke of the sacred-
ness, really, of this hour that we can
spend with one another to lift up the
life of a colleague such as JULIA CAR-
SON.

JULIA entered Congress the same
year as my husband, Walter, in 1996.
And the reason I honor this time to-
gether is that I have a poignant mem-
ory. My husband died suddenly, and my
daughter and I found ourselves on the
floor here listening to his colleagues,
now my colleagues, speak of his life.
And it was a tradition that I wasn’t fa-
miliar with, but it touched me in a way
that I know blesses the memory of
those who have gone, who have served
with us. And in this case, for someone
as special as JULIA CARSON, it is a mo-
ment that this place becomes what it
should be, and is treasured by me.

Now, this Member of Congress be-
came my colleague, JULIA CARSON,
when I joined Congress in 1998. One of
the first events I attended as a Member
was an event held by domestic violence
advocates, a coalition, a national coali-
tion of the kind of grassroots organiza-
tions that I know JULIA CARSON rep-
resented in Indianapolis, but I also, in
my previous life as a nurse in my com-
munity, knew very well at the commu-
nity level. I wasn’t as experienced
when I came to Congress as JULIA was
when she did. And I listened to her. We
were kind of lined up, Members of Con-
gress, to address this coalition on do-
mestic violence. I could speak from my
professional experience. But she spoke
before me. And she dazzled that crowd
because she spoke as a survivor and as
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someone who had experienced every
single thing that they themselves were
here in this Capitol to represent on be-
half of our community. She had broken
the barriers that have entrapped so
many Americans of color, Americans
who are women. She knew how to fight
for herself, for her children as a single
mother, as a community member who
knew what ceilings were like with
class, gender, ethnicity, race, and she
could relate that to people.

On that day that I listened to JULIA
as a brand new Member, I knew that I
was in a very special crowd if it in-
cluded someone like JULIA CARSON. She
knew how to take her experiences and
become such a role model and strong
advocate; civil rights, victims of do-
mestic violence. She improved the lives
of countless individuals, and she did so
by fixing things that were broken, but
also by inspiring people to not give up.

And then, as we moved along and as
has been referenced, her style and her
elegance, I used to love to see her here
and to see her bearing and to see her
fitting the word ‘‘queen’ in every sense
of that word. What a delight to serve
with JULIA CARSON. And we saw her, as
her illness began to show its effects on
her body, never on her spirit, never on
her soul, never once dampened her
smile, her dazzling beautiful smile.
And when I would see her moving slow-
ly, and then with assistance, even in a
wheelchair, to come and move about,
she never gave an indication of weak-
ness or that she was down. She was al-
ways up and inspiring me when I would
see her. I wanted to spend time with
her.

This was a tough time for her. She
never let us know it. She kept fighting
for all of the issues she cared so much
about. And now I want to just close by
saying, you know, JULIA, we owe you
to continue the legacy that you began.

I think of JULIA’s suffering with lung
cancer. And I think about the fact that
three of her colleagues, four, now, of
our colleagues this year have died of
cancer from this place. And JULIA, I
make a pledge to you and to the others
that we need to not rest. We need to
follow your courage and your endur-
ance and not rest until we do some-
thing about this dreaded disease, and
do something here, and do it in your
memory, and do some other things in
your memory as well. And so, I make
that pledge to you, JULIA.

And I also join my colleagues in re-
membering you forever for your wit,
your elegance, your perseverance, and
of course always, JULIA, your smile. I
will always love you and treasure your
memory.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HON. JULIA
CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
member a spiritual warrior for her con-
stituents and those who could not fight
for themselves, JULIA CARSON. She
served 6 years in Congress, but her ex-
perience here far outweighed her time
here. She always remembered where
she was from and how she got there.

This was a tough lady. She spent her
initial swearing in in the hospital re-
covering from double bypass surgery.
She was a wonderful personal friend
who I enjoyed spending time with.

I have my JULIA CARSON story. I re-
member a few years ago, we were going
to an event at the Army-Navy Golf
Club. We were going to a program, a
celebration, and our driver got lost and
made a wrong turn. We ended up on the
seventh fairway. We were going up the
hill, and the car couldn’t go up and it
couldn’t go back. I panicked, but she
was calm during this entire process. We
eventually were rescued by the Capitol
Hill Police. I will never forget that ex-
perience.

JULIA CARSON was a classy lady, very
classy. And I loved the way she dressed
and the way she held herself. Like Paul
in 2 Timothy 4:7, she fought the good
fight and she finished the course. But
most important, she kept the faith.
JULIA, I will miss you.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HON. JULIA
CARSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, to-
night, as I stand to pay respects and
honor to JULIA CARSON, I don’t believe
I will take 5 minutes, but I will say
that as a freshman Member, I really
can’t recall some of the great stories
that I've heard my friends tell about
the great JULIA CARSON, but I do have
my own recollections of her.

The most important thing I want to
share with people tonight is that, when
I just started here and I started getting
on my feet and figuring out where the
bathrooms were and how to get around
the House a little bit, JULIA CARSON
took a moment, JULIA CARSON had
time, JULIA CARSON and I sat in the
chairs of this gallery and talked. And
she told me about the struggles that
she had to overcome. And she also told
me, when I had my first bill, ‘“‘if you
don’t put me on that bill right now,
boy, I don’t know what I'm going to
do.” And I had to laugh, because the
spirit that she had was remarkable,
given some of the health problems she
was facing.

The health problems she was facing
may have been a burden, but they were
not too great for her to show kindness
to a new freshman here in Congress.
And so I will always remember JULIA
CARSON, very fond memories of her,
and I will always be inspired by the
great example that she gave us.

Mr. SHAYS. Will the gentleman
yield?
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Mr. ELLISON. Certainly.

Mr. SHAYS. I have a request for 5
minutes, so I can’t use the time twice.

But I just want to say, on behalf of
the Republican side of the aisle, I don’t
know a Member who didn’t appreciate
JULIA CARSON’S fine work, who didn’t
enjoy talking with her. She always had
a great response to anything you had
to say. She was insightful, she was
right to the point, and had a tremen-
dous sense of humor. And it’s hard to
think that she will not be with us be-
cause she was a presence here. JULIA
often sat on this side of the aisle, so a
lot of us got to know her, not just
speaking on the floor, but talking with
her personally, and to love her a great
deal.

I thank the gentleman for giving me
this opportunity.

Mr. ELLISON. It is certainly my
honor. Many, many people loved JULIA
CARSON, and I want to thank the Con-
gressman from Connecticut for sharing
his sentiments as well.

——
CODEL TO TURKEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHAYS. Earlier this month, I re-
turned from a congressional delegation
trip to Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and Ku-
wait. As part of that trip, my staff
member, a retired colonel in the Army,
Dr. Nick Palarino, and I spent 4 days in
Turkey traveling to the southeastern
region, not a place Members of Con-
gress usually go.

I would like to share my impressions
with my colleagues about our strong
ally in the Middle East, Turkey.

My staff and I pursued a different
itinerary than other codels in Turkey.
First, we visited Ankara and met with
the U.S. Ambassador and the Country
Team, members of Parliament, and
Turkish military officials to get a bet-
ter understanding of the problems
faced by Turkey battling the terrorist
group, the Kurdistan Worker’s Party,
known as the PKK.

We then traveled to Diyarbakur, a
city and region where a large number
of Turkish citizens of Kurdish descent
reside, and met with the governor of
the province and local officials, many
of them Kurds.

We also traveled to Habur Gate on
the border with Iraq and met with the
commercial truck drivers who wait in
line for days, often more than a week,
trying to get their products into Iraq.
We even had the opportunity to cross
the bridge into Iraq and meet with U.S.
forces, members of the 571st Movement
Control Team and Logistical Task
Force Bravo, who escort commercial
trucks into Iraq.
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Before going to Istanbul, we met
with the chamber of commerce rep-

resentatives and stopped overnight in
Mardin and met with the governor and
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local Kurdish officials. In Istanbul we
met with businessmen doing work in
Iraq and a very precious family that
lost their son, brother to their PKK
terrorists. This is just one of thousands
and thousands of families that have
lost loved ones to the PKK.

After traveling the length of Turkey
from Istanbul to the border with Iraq
and meeting with U.S. and Turkish of-
ficials, these are my general impres-
sions:

Turkey is a Muslim country with an
active and vibrant democracy. Al-
though the southeastern region of Tur-
key has a great deal of unemployment,
the majority of the Turkish economy is
growing, and people feel optimistic
about their future. The current leader-
ship and ruling party in Turkey, the
AKP, is attempting to address the un-
employment issue by helping to de-
velop the southeast region. There is
enormous potential for development
throughout Turkey.

Turkey wants to be a partner in the
European Union, and we should con-
tinue to strongly advocate its admit-
tance. Turkey has stood shoulder to
shoulder with the United States and
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion in the long Cold War against Com-
munism, and we should never forget
that. Turkey is now standing with us
shoulder to shoulder in our fight in the
global war against terrorism. It is pro-
viding bases for U.S. military forces,
troops and nonmilitary assistance in
the global war on terrorism.

We are right in standing shoulder to
shoulder with Turkey in its fight
against the PKK. The PKK is a ter-
rorist organization that has killed
thousands of Turkish soldiers and citi-
zens. The PKK is an enemy of Turkey.
It is an enemy of the United States,
and it is an enemy of Iraq. We should
do all we can to assist Turkey elimi-
nate this threat from its border and
continue the strong alliance our coun-
tries have built over the years, and I
think we are.

The recent action Turkey has taken
to confront the PKK in Iraq is long in
coming and more than justified. Tur-
key has been patient and under-
standing in the challenges the Iraqi
Government faces and has acted in a
strong, but measured, way. It is essen-
tial that we appreciate the friendship
we have with this great country and do
everything we can to strengthen this
relationship.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO YOUTH WITH
A MISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this month, Youth With a Mission, or
YWAM, and the rest of the Nation
grieved over the tragic Colorado shoot-
ings that resulted in the death and in-
juries of YWAM'’s staff and former stu-
dents. Our deepest sympathy goes out
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