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Republic of Bulgaria (the ‘‘MLA Agree-
ment’’), both signed at Sofia on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. I also transmit, for the 
information of the Senate, the report 
of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Extradition Treaty and 
the MLA Agreement. 

The new Extradition Treaty would 
replace the outdated Extradition Trea-
ty between the United States and Bul-
garia, signed in Sofia on March 19, 1924, 
and the Supplementary Extradition 
Treaty, signed in Washington on June 
8, 1934. The MLA Agreement is the first 
agreement between the two countries 
on mutual legal assistance in criminal 
matters. Both the Extradition Treaty 
and the MLA Agreement fulfill the re-
quirements for bilateral instruments 
(between the United States and each 
European Union (EU) Member State) 
that are contained in the Extradition 
and Mutual Legal Assistance Agree-
ments between the United States and 
the EU currently before the Senate. 

The Extradition Treaty follows gen-
erally the form and content of other 
extradition treaties recently concluded 
by the United States. It would replace 
an outmoded list of extraditable of-
fenses with a modern ‘‘dual crimi-
nality’’ approach, which would enable 
extradition for such offenses as money 
laundering, and other newer offenses 
not appearing on the list. The Treaty 
also contains a modernized ‘‘political 
offense’’ clause, and it provides that 
extradition shall not be refused based 
on the nationality of a person sought 
for any of a comprehensive list of seri-
ous offenses. Finally, the new Treaty 
incorporates a series of procedural im-
provements to streamline and speed 
the extradition process. 

Because the United States and Bul-
garia do not have a bilateral mutual 
legal assistance treaty in force between 
them, the MLA Agreement is a partial 
treaty governing only those issues reg-
ulated by the U.S.–EU Mutual Legal 
Assistance Agreement, specifically: 
identification of bank information, 
joint investigative teams, video-confer-
encing, expedited transmission of re-
quests, assistance to administrative 
authorities, use limitations, confiden-
tiality, and grounds for refusal. This 
approach is consistent with that taken 
with the other EU Member States 
(Denmark, Finland, Malta, Portugal, 
Slovak Republic, and Slovenia) with 
which the United States did not have 
an existing mutual legal assistance 
treaty. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
the Extradition Treaty and MLA 
Agreement, along with the U.S.–EU Ex-
tradition and Mutual Legal Assistance 
Agreements and the other related bi-
lateral instruments between the United 
States and European Union Member 
States. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 22, 2008. 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for the advice 

and consent of the Senate to its ratifi-

cation, the International Convention 
on the Control of Harmful Anti-Foul-
ing Systems on Ships, 2001 (the ‘‘Con-
vention’’). 

The Convention aims to control the 
harmful effects of anti-fouling systems, 
which are used on the hulls of ships to 
prevent the growth of marine orga-
nisms. These systems are necessary to 
increase fuel efficiency and minimize 
the transport of hull-borne species; 
however, anti-fouling systems can also 
have negative effects on the marine en-
vironment, including when a vessel re-
mains in place for a period of time 
(such as in port). 

To mitigate these effects, the Con-
vention prohibits Parties from using 
organotin-based anti-fouling systems 
on their ships, and it prohibits ships 
that use such systems from entering 
Parties’ ports, shipyards, or offshore 
terminals. The Convention authorizes 
controls on use of other anti-fouling 
systems that could be added in the fu-
ture, after a comprehensive review 
process. 

The Convention was adopted at a 
Diplomatic Conference of the Inter-
national Maritime Organization in Oc-
tober 2001 and signed by the United 
States on December 12, 2002. The 
United States played a leadership role 
in the negotiation and development of 
the Convention. With Panama’s ratifi-
cation of the Convention on September 
17, 2007, 25 States representing over 25 
percent of the world’s merchant ship-
ping tonnage have now ratified the 
Convention. Therefore, the Convention 
will enter into force on September 17, 
2008. Organotin-based anti-fouling sys-
tems are specifically regulated through 
the Organotin Anti-Fouling Paint Con-
trol Act of 1988 (OAPCA), 33 U.S.C. 
2401–2410. New legislation is required to 
fully implement the Convention and 
will take the form of a complete revi-
sion and replacement of OAPCA. All in-
terested executive branch agencies sup-
port ratification. I recommend that the 
Senate give early and favorable consid-
eration to the Convention and give its 
advice and consent to its ratification, 
with the declaration set out in the 
analysis of Article 16 in the attached 
article-by-article analysis. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 22, 2008. 

f 

COMMENDING MARTIN P. PAONE 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I have a 
resolution at the desk, and I ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 420) commending 

Martin P. Paone. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
and preamble be agreed to, en bloc, and 
that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 420) was 
agreed to. 

The premble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
SENATE RESOLUTION 420 

Whereas Marty Paone has faithfully served 
the Congress in various capacities over the 
past 32 years, twenty-eight of which were 
spent in service to the Senate; 

Whereas Marty Paone is the first person to 
rise through the ranks of various positions— 
including Vehicular Placement Specialist— 
to finally serve with distinction as Secretary 
for the Minority, and concluding his Senate 
service as Secretary for the Majority; 

Whereas Marty Paone has at all times dis-
charged the important duties and respon-
sibilities of his office with great efficiency, 
dedication and diligence; 

Whereas his dedication, good humor, and 
exceptional service have earned him the re-
spect and admiration of Democratic and Re-
publican Senators, as well as their staffs; 
Now therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate expresses its ap-
preciation to Marty Paone and commends 
him for his lengthy, faithful and outstanding 
service to the Senate. 

The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit 
a copy of this resolution to Martin P. Paone. 

f 

REGARDING NEED FOR ADDI-
TIONAL RESEARCH INTO HYDRO-
CEPHALUS 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the HELP 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Con. Res. 63 and the 
Senate then proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the concurrent resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 63) 

expressing the sense of the Congress regard-
ing the need for additional research into the 
chronic neurological condition hydro-
cephalus, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and 
that any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 63) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 63 

Expressing the sense of the Congress re-
garding the need for additional research into 
the chronic neurological condition hydro-
cephalus, and for other purposes. 

Whereas hydrocephalus is a serious neuro-
logical condition, characterized by the ab-
normal buildup of cerebrospinal fluids in the 
ventricles of the brain; 

Whereas there is no known cure for hydro-
cephalus; 
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