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House of Representatives
The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was President as he travels to this region of our fellow human beings, whether

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MITCHELL).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 8, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HARRY E.
MITCHELL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Dr. French B. Harmon, First Baptist
Church, Somerset, Kentucky, offered
the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we offer praise to
You as we begin this day with the
Members of the 110th Congress. May
Your presence fill this historic Cham-
ber and Your light shine upon these
Your servants. You have blessed the
United States by bringing together, in
this House of Representatives, men and
women of tremendous courage, com-
mitment, and character. We ask Your
divine guidance in their momentous
decisions this February day.

The Scriptures teach us:

But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall
walk and not faint.

Lord, continue reminding us of Your
loving Kkindness and grace. Please
renew the strength of our military per-
sonnel that serve around the world and
provide peace for each family that
waits here at home.

We especially ask that You comfort
the families of those who lost loved
ones during the recent storms through-
out the southern States. Be with our

the country today and give wisdom to
our leaders as they assist our fellow
citizens.

In Your holy name I pray. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROG-
ERS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING DR. FRENCH B.
HARMON

(Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I am very pleased and proud
to recognize the pastor of my home-
town church in Somerset, Kentucky,
Dr. French Harmon, who presides over
the First Baptist Church, Somerset,
Kentucky, where he has a valuable les-
son for his congregation, which I am
now proud to briefly repeat.

He says three important words every
Sunday: celebrate, connect, and care.
Dr. Harmon reminds us to celebrate
Jesus Christ and what he sacrificed for
us. He tells us to connect with one an-
other in our communities, at work, and
at home. And he tells us to care about

friends,
ances.

As the Congress goes about the peo-
ple’s business in this Chamber, let
these words guide us as we strive to
make the country a better place. As we
press ahead with the issues of our time,
let’s follow the most basic lessons of
our faiths that teach us to do right by
others. Let’s remember the higher
power that we answer to and to whom
we are ultimately accountable.

I am very proud of my hometown
pastor who reminds me of what really
counts, what’s really important, and
why we are here. Dr. Harmon is a lead-
er. He has grown his congregation 50
percent to 600 over just the last year.
He coaches little league baseball, he
leads prayer breakfasts at the local
chamber of commerce, just as he did
yesterday at the National Prayer
Breakfast here in Washington. He cele-
brates, connects, and cares, not just on
Sunday but every day.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Dr.
French Harmon. His wife, Rachel, and
three children and Rachel’s parents are
with him here in Washington.

strangers or mere acquaint-

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 3541. An act to amend the Do-not-call
Implementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘‘do-not-call’’ registry.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 44 minutes
a.m.), under its previous order, the
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House adjourned until Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2008, at 12:30 p.m., for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5283. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Empowerment
Zones: Performance Standards for Utiliza-
tion of Grant Funds [Docket No. FR-4853-F-
02] (RIN: 2506-AC16) received January 4, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

5284. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist Legislative and Regulatory Activities
Division, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Com-
munity Reinvestment Act Regulations
[Docket ID OCC-2007-0021] (RIN: 1557-AD05)
received January 2, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

5285. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Retirement Thrift Investment
Board, transmitting the Board’s final rule —
Participants’ Choices of TSP Funds — re-
ceived January 4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

———

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

H.R. 275. Referral to the Committee on the
Judiciary extended for a period ending not
later than February 22, 2008.

————————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 5332. A bill to extend the temporary
suspension of duty on Desmedipham in bulk
or mixtures; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 5333. A bill to extend the temporary

suspension of duty on 2,6-dibromo-4-
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cyanophenyl octanoate/heptanoate; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.
By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 5334. A bill to suspend temporarily the
duty on product mixtures containing Methyl
2-[({[(4,6-dimethoxy-2-pyrimidinyl)amino]
carbonyl}amino)sulfonyl]-4-
[(mesylamino)methyl]benzoate Methyl 4-
iodo-2-[3-(4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2-
yDureidosul fonyl]benzoate, sodium salt; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. WAMP (for himself, Mr.
ADERHOLT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS
of Tennessee, Mr. DEAL of Georgia,
Mr. COHEN, Mr. WHITFIELD of Ken-
tucky, Mr. CoLE of Oklahoma, Mr.
SHULER, Mr. BERRY, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
SNYDER, Mr. TANNER, Ms. FALLIN, Mr.
GINGREY, and Mr. PRICE of Georgia):

H.R. 5335. A bill to amend the National
Trails System Act to provide for the inclu-
sion of new trail segments, land components,
and campgrounds associated with the Trail
of Tears National Historic Trail, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

231. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Legislature of the State of Maine, rel-
ative to House Joint Resolution No. 1526 me-
morializing the President of the United
States and the Congress of the United States
to support the creation of a National Afford-
able Housing Trust Fund; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

232. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of Colorado, relative to
a House Joint Resolution concerning govern-
mental obligation to establish peace, and
peacemaking and conflict resolution
mehtods for use even in belief based dsiputes;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

233. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of Georgia, relative to
Senate Resolution No. 139 urging the Con-
gress of the United States to raise the allow-
able deduction for health savings accounts,
to allow certain older citizens to contribute
additional amounts, and to make all health
insurance premiums pre-tax; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

234. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the
State of Georgia, relative to Senate Resolu-
tion No. 646 urging the President of the
United States and the Congress of the United
States to adopt and implement an effective
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and comprehensive federal immigration and
border security plan in response to the in-
creasing illegal immigration crisis facing the
United States; jointly to the Committees on
the Judiciary and Homeland Security.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 1147: Mr. LEVIN.

H.R. 2266: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 3175: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 3698: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H. Res. 102: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia and Ms. ESHOO.

H. Res. 957: Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. HASTINGS
of Florida, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, and
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

———

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions
and papers were laid on the clerk’s
desk and referred as follows:

215. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
the National Council Junior Order United
American Mechanics, relative to Resolution
No. 14 expressing support and sincere appre-
ciation to the brave and dedicated men and
women of the Armes Forces of the United
States of America, who are represernting our
country, both at home and abroad; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

216. Also, a petition of the National Coun-
cil Junior Order United American Mechan-
ics, relative to Resolution No. 12 opposing
any ordinance or doctrine which will restrict
our freedom to choose an alternate source
for conservative news or views, or to restrict
ouir efforts to get the truth to the public; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

217. Also, a petition of the National Coun-
cil Junior Order United American Mechan-
ics, relative to Resolution No. 11 opposing
any rewarding of lawbreakers by means of il-
legal invasion through the process of enter-
ing the United States of America illegally;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

218. Also, a petition of the National Coun-
cil Junior Order United American Mechan-
ics, relative to Resolution No. 13 demanding
that the Congress of the United States find
common language that will bring the immi-
gration issues to resolution; jointly to the
Committees on the Judiciary and Homeland
Security.
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Senate

(Legislative day of Wednesday, February 6, 2008)

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the Honorable SHERROD
BROWN, a Senator from the State of
Ohio.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, who desires us to be-
come lights in a dark world, thank You
for illuminating our lives with Your
presence. Give to our Senators suffi-
cient grace to overcome all that would
obscure Your glorious brightness. In-
fuse them with humility and wisdom
that they will possess clarity of mind,
purity of heart, and singleness of devo-
tion to Your purposes. Break down the
walls that divide and confuse them and
lead them to common ground.

As a caring community, we reach out
to Senator and Mrs. Cornyn and ask
that You give them Your comfort as
they grieve the death of Sandy’s Moth-
er, Virginia. Give them and their loved
ones Your peace.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SHERROD BROWN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 8, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable SHERROD BROWN, a
Senator from the State of Ohio, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BROWN thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks today, the Senate will be
back on the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act. Under an order pre-
viously entered, all amendments must
be debated with all time used today or
Monday. There will be no rollcall votes
today or Monday.

I wish to tell everyone there is a lot
of time left on the FISA legislation—8
hours or so, according to how you add
it up; some say 6. People are going to
have to do it today or Monday or the
time will be gone and we are going to
complete voting on this on Tuesday. It
could be a long Tuesday.

We will finish this work period with
some other things we have to accom-
plish. Next week, we have a number of
things we are going to try to accom-
plish and then we are out a week and
then we are back for 3 weeks and then
we are out for a couple weeks. And
then we are here for 8 weeks. There is
a lot to do both here and at home. I
hope we have a productive day on Mon-
day.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will resume consider-
ation of S. 2248, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Bill (S. 2248) to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978, to mod-
ernize and streamline the provisions of that
Act, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Rockefeller-Bond amendment No. 3911, in
the nature of a substitute.

Whitehouse amendment No. 3920 (to
amendment No. 3911), to provide procedures
for compliance reviews.

Feingold amendment No. 3979 (to amend-
ment No. 3911), to provide safeguards for
communications involving persons inside the
United States.

Feingold-Dodd amendment No. 3912 (to
amendment No. 3911), to modify the require-
ments for certifications made prior to the
initiation of certain acquisitions.

Dodd amendment No. 3907 (to amendment
No. 3911), to strike the provisions providing
immunity from civil liability to electronic
communication service providers for certain
assistance provided to the Government.

Bond-Rockefeller modified amendment No.
3938 (to amendment No. 3911), to include pro-
hibitions on the international proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction in the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978.

Feinstein amendment No. 3910 (to amend-
ment No. 3911), to provide a statement of the
exclusive means by which electronic surveil-
lance and interception of certain commu-
nications may be conducted.

Feinstein amendment No. 3919 (to amend-
ment No. 3911), to provide for the review of
certifications by the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court.

Specter-Whitehouse amendment No. 3927
(to amendment No. 3911), to provide for the
substitution of the United States in certain
civil actions.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

S805



S806

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if people
wish to come to speak today, they
should alert the staff. We are not going
to have the staff wait around all day
for somebody who might not come. We
have had a busy week. Staffs work very
long hours. Senators—if they are going
to come and talk—had better alert the
staff or we are going to go out of ses-
sion.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, we are
back on the floor beginning the third
week of debate on the very important
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
also known as FISA. We have had a
great deal of good debate. We have had
a few votes.

Thanks to our leadership—Senator
REID and Senator MCCONNELL—We NOwW
have a plan to conclude debate and go
to the critically important votes on
Tuesday. I thank all Members for par-
ticipating. I know there are some who
have comments they wish to make
today and Monday. Chairman ROCKE-
FELLER and I have spent 2% weeks so
far on the floor, and we understand the
importance of moving quickly to get
this measure adopted—gain approval
from the House on a measure we can
send to the President for his signature.
I truly hope we can make that.

I express my thanks to Chairman
ROCKEFELLER, his assistant Melvin
Dubee, all members of the committee,
Louis Tucker of my staff, and others
for bringing us to this position.

It is important to realize the mag-
nitude of the danger we continue to
face from radical Islamic terrorists.
Probably no place was it better out-
lined than in testimony in open hear-
ing by the leaders of the intelligence
community. Director McConnell, head
of the intelligence community, out-
lined the major areas of concern,
backed up by CIA Director Michael
Hayden; Defense Intelligence Agency
Director General Maples; FBI Director
Mueller, and Under Secretary of State
Randy Fort for the INR.

A couple things that came out may
have been missed by Members who
were not fortunate enough to hear the
testimony of Admiral McConnell and
the intelligence community. I thought
I would repeat a few of them for you.
First, Admiral McConnell made it clear
that even though our intelligence ana-
lysts had the availability of collection,
which indicated there had been a halt
in 2003 to the weaponization program
for nuclear weapons in Iran, the threat
that Iran poses remains great. Admiral
McConnell pointed out that there is no
question Iran continues to try to en-
rich uranium, which can be used for
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nuclear weapon production. He also in-
dicated they have the skills and the fa-
cilities to turn out biological and
chemical weapons, and they are work-
ing on a missile program. The halt in
2003 came, not surprisingly, after the
United States went in and opposed the
dangerous dictator, Saddam Hussein.

It was the capture of Saddam Hussein
that led Muammar Qadhafi, leader of
Libya, to decide he didn’t want to be
pulled out of a spider hole by American
forces. He gave up his nuclear
weaponization program. Personally, I
think it is no accident that the same
activity in Iraq convinced Iran that,
for the time being, it was better to
shut down their weaponization pro-
gram. The top French Defense Minister
indicated he was not sure they had not
restarted their weaponization program.
In any event, we need to continue to be
concerned about Iran and its potential
threat not just to our allies in the Mid-
dle East, particularly Israel, which
Iran’s elected leader, Ahmadi Nejad,
vowed to annihilate.

Specifically, regarding threats to the
United States, General Hayden out-
lined for us in open hearing—and more
specifically in classified information—
the number of threats that have been
avoided, the plots that have been de-
terred by our resolute action. And what
helped us deter the threats was, first,
the active, aggressive move by the U.S.
military to disrupt the Taliban and
take Afghanistan out from under the
control of the Taliban.

Afghanistan was a great threat and
much planning was going on by al-
Qaida there. There are some on the
news who continue to say Iraq had
nothing to do with the war on terror.
For those others who have looked at
the information, that is an unbeliev-
ably naive point of view. David Kay,
who went into Iraq to conduct a survey
of our inadequate intelligence informa-
tion, said that Iraq was a far more dan-
gerous place even than we knew. Ter-
rorists were running wild there, Abu
Mus’ab al-Zarqawi, head of Ansar al
Islam was active there, and later be-
came the AQI, leader of al-Qaida there.
Al-Zarqawi became famous when he be-
headed victims who didn’t agree with
him; he cut their heads off on tele-
vision. Iraq has been designated time
and time again by leaders of al-Qaida,
Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-
Zawahiri, as the target for their head-
quarters. They want to establish the
land between the rivers—the Tigris and
Euphrates—as their caliphate. They
stated that is their objective.

Were we to leave Iraq precipitously,
not only would it lead to chaos, geno-
cide, and possible Mideast sectarian
wars, but also it would ensure that al-
Qaida would have the opportunity to
reestablish their headquarters with re-
cruitment, training, and command and
control that would significantly in-
crease the threats to the TUnited
States.

This is why it is essential to continue
our military support in the war against
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terror and also provide the intelligence
tools to the intelligence community
needed to keep our country safe.

I thought it might be helpful to re-
peat a few comments that were made
at that hearing. Director McConnell,
along with FBI Director Mueller, out-
lined terrorist threats here at home—
most recently, in New Jersey, Illinois,
and abroad in Spain, Denmark, France,
Germany, and the United Kingdom. Ad-
miral McConnell also said:

Al-Qaida remains the preeminent terror
threat against the United States, both at
home and abroad. Despite our successes over
the years, the group has retained or regen-
erated key elements of its capability, includ-
ing its top leadership, operation lieutenants,
and de facto safe haven . . . in the Pakistani
border area with Afghanistan known as the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas or
FATA.

To expand on that further, I will ex-
plain that people who think we are not
doing enough to capture Osama bin
Laden and al-Zawihiri, I cannot tell
you how it is happening, but it is hap-
pening in collaboration with our allies.
But we have regularly captured or
killed the operational head of al-Qaida,
the No. 3 man. Most recently, Abu
Laith al-Libby, the operational head,
was Kkilled in some Kkind of bomb or
missile strike. At the time, of course,
he had a U.S. citizen with him, appar-
ently, Adam Gadahn, who had been co-
operating actively with the al-Qaida
leadership. Now, it is a fact that
Gadahn was a top terrorist target. But
do you know something. Without hav-
ing a FISA Court order, we were able
to go in and kill him—inadvertently, of
course, but we would not have been,
without the FISA law—particularly as
we have updated it—able to listen in on
his conversations. That is the one
great shortcoming we learned in Iraq
when we met with the head of our
Joint Special Operations Command,
GEN Stan McCrystal. He said the
greatest threat to our troops on the
battlefield was not being able to listen
in on their electronic communications
and see what directions they were giv-
ing to the terrorist groups threatening
our troops in Iraq. That is why the out-
moded, old FISA law we changed with
the Protect America Act had to be re-
vised.

In addition to the terrorist threat,
there is no question that rogue nations
around the world continue to seek dan-
gerous weapons that threaten Amer-
ica’s security. Admiral McConnell also
said:

The ongoing efforts of nation-states and
terrorists to develop and acquire dangerous
weapons, and the ability to deliver those
weapons, constitute the second major threat
to our safety. After conducting missile tests
and its first nuclear detonation in 2006,
North Korea returned to the negotiating
table last year.

We see that North Korea has signed
on to the six-party agreement, sup-
posedly getting themselves out of the
nuclear business, but some of us have
grave doubts whether he will follow
through. We need good information on
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not only the intentions of terrorist
groups, such as al-Qaida, but poten-
tially on nations with nuclear weapons
that have developed missiles and the
ability and the potential of delivering
by missiles the nuclear weapons
against U.S. targets.

I close on the discussion of the
threats by quoting from General Hay-
den, the Director of CIA, who said:

We face an enemy that is clearly ruthless,
but it’s also one that’s very adaptive, one
who shuns traditional hierarchical struc-
tures, who learns from mistakes and there-
fore demands that we be no less resilient and
creative.

Suffice it to say that all of the mem-
bers of the Intelligence Committee said
we must have the FISA bill Senator
ROCKEFELLER and I negotiated and
passed out of the Senate Intelligence
Committee 13 to 2 on a strong bipar-
tisan vote. That is what we are here to
pass, I hope, this coming week and send
to the President by the end of the
week.

Admiral McConnell said:

The authorities granted by the amend-
ments to FISA, the Protect America Act,
which temporarily closed some gaps in our
ability to conduct foreign intelligence, are
critical to our intelligence efforts to protect
the nation from current threats. Briefly,
some of those important benefits in the bill
that was signed last August include: better
understanding of international al Qaeda net-
works, more extensive knowledge of indi-
vidual networks, including personnel and
planning for suicide bombers; and most im-
portantly, greater insight into terrorist
planning that has allowed us to disrupt at-
tacks that intended to target U.S. interests.

He also put in a very strong pitch for
the Rockefeller-Bond bipartisan bill to
extend the FISA through the FISA
Amendments Act of 2008. He thanked
us and all the members of the com-
mittee for the leadership and hard
work, and he said:

.. and I would emphasize ‘‘over many
months’—in drafting and passing draft legis-
lation that governs and enables this commu-
nity. Your bill—draft bill provides the need-
ed updates to the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act.

He also went on to warn against dis-
mantling that bill. He said:

Over the past several weeks, proposals to
modify your draft bill have been discussed.
At the request of members, the attorney gen-
eral and I have submitted a detail letter that
addresses each of those issues, and it will be
delivered to you this morning. I would ask
members to consider the impacts of such
proposals on our ability to warn of threats to
the homeland security and on our interests
abroad.

We have received that letter. We
have quoted from that letter and will
continue to quote from that letter on
amendments which have been proposed
that the intelligence community be-
lieves would hamstring their efforts.

As a sidenote, we were able, working
on a bipartisan basis, to provide sig-
nificant new protections for Americans
at home and Americans abroad who
might be engaged in terrorist activities
and are working for foreign powers as
agents or officers or employees. These
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threats from American citizens are
sometimes as deadly, as dangerous as
threats from terrorists abroad. We need
to be able to listen in on them.

Finally, speaking about the civil li-
ability protection for carriers which we
included, he said:

Well, I would say, in protecting the home-
land it’s absolutely essential. In this—it’s
absolutely essential that we have the sup-
port, willing support of communications car-
riers. In this day and age, our ability to gain
intelligence on the plans, the plots of those
who wish to attack us is dependent upon us
obtaining information relating to cell
phones, the Internet, e-mail, wire transfers,
all of these areas. My concern is that if we
do not have this immunity, we will not have
that willing support of the communications
carriers.

That quote was from Robert Mueller,
Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, at a hearing.

General Hayden went on to say:

These are very fragile relationships. We
lost industrial cooperation, at CIA, with
partners on the mere revelation of the
SWIFT program in public discourse. Not be-
cause they were doing anything related to
the program whatsoever but just the fear
that the vulnerability they would have to
their smooth functioning of their business
had caused people, who are otherwise patri-
otic and committed, to back away from their
totally lawful cooperation with our agency.

One other point. When there is talk
about substituting the United States
as a party in litigation brought against
carriers alleged to have participated,
we ought to take into account some
very compelling comments made yes-
terday by the distinguished deputy ma-
jority leader, Senator DURBIN of Illi-
nois. He pointed out that the release of
a supposedly confidential letter from
the Department of Justice to the
Treasury about the operation of one of
the major exchanges in Chicago had
caused a $6 billion drop in the market
value of that exchange. That means
that people holding stock, many of
them through pension funds or indi-
vidual accounts, lost a large share of
money.

As I pointed out yesterday, having
the substitution of the Government for
carriers, while it may remove them
from the possibility of financial liabil-
ity in a lawsuit, does not prevent sig-
nificant damage to their business rela-
tionships here and abroad. The hit on
any carriers sued under a substitution
agreement, even though it is supposed
to be reviewed in classified session by
the CIA—everybody around here knows
that if carriers are brought before the
FISA Court, somebody will be talking
about it, it will become news. They will
suffer great harm to their business in-
terests and potentially expose their
employees and facilities here and
abroad to violent attacks by terrorists
or other radicals who wish to do them
harm. As a result, those carriers that
have cooperated in the past or consid-
ered cooperating in the past are going
to be advised by their general counsels
that they cannot do so willingly be-
cause they would be subjecting their
employees and their shareholders to
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great loss. I think this is unacceptable.
This is why I believe we have a good
FISA Amendments Act before us, and
we need to pass it.

We look forward to the debates today
and Monday and voting on the amend-
ments and, I hope, passing the bill on
Tuesday so the House will have an op-
portunity to act. It is critical to the
defense not only of our interests
abroad but for the protection of Amer-
ican citizens at home that, with the
protections we have added in the bill
that came out of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, we also have the
ability of the intelligence community
to collect vitally needed intelligence
information.

We have learned that tremendously
valuable information has been col-
lected by high-valued detainees, less
than 100 of them that the CIA has cap-
tured. Less than a third of that 100
have been subjected to enhanced inter-
rogation techniques. Three of them, as
General Hayden outlined, were
weatherboarded, and they provided in a
cooperative spirit the most important
information. Beyond that, electronic
surveillance is the best weapon we have
to defend ourselves, to defend major
population centers, tourist attractions,
sporting events, and outdoor events
from a terrorist attack. I hope all
Members will keep that in mind as
they consider the amendments which
will be brought before this body on
Tuesday for a final vote.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

HONORING THE 98TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOY
SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Today marks the
98th anniversary of the founding of the
Boy Scouts of America. William D.
Boyce incorporated the Boy Scouts of
America, or BSA, on February 8, 1910.
Boy Scouting had already been estab-
lished in Great Britain a few years ear-
lier by the father of Scouting, General
Robert Baden-Powell, when the Amer-
ican William Boyce paid a visit to that
country. Legend has it that the Chi-
cago publisher found himself lost on a
foggy London street. A Boy Scout
came to his aid and led him to his des-
tination. When Boyce offered the boy a
tip, he refused, saying as a Scout, it
was his duty to do a good turn.

Mr. Boyce was so impressed with the
character of this young Scout, who re-
mains unknown today, that he was in-
spired to learn all he could about the
British organization and create some-
thing like it in America.
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Congress granted BSA a charter in
1916. Today, nearly 3 million boys and
over 1 million adult leaders participate
in Boy Scouting. It is one of our coun-
try’s most vital institutions to teach
character, leadership and civic respon-
sibility to our children. BSA member-
ship since 1910 totals more than 111
million.

With programs including Tiger Cubs,
Cub Scouting, Webelos, Varsity Scout-
ing and Venturing, boys from as young
as 7 to as old as 20 have the oppor-
tunity to participate in Boy Scouting.

With parents often serving as adult
leaders, Boy Scouting is actually a
family activity. Boys who are success-
ful in Scouting often grow up to be suc-
cessful in life. My colleagues in this
Chamber can attest to that. We have 35
former Boy Scouts in the Senate of the
110th Congress, and 147 in the House of
Representatives.

This Senate has 10 Members who
have earned Scouting’s highest distinc-
tion, the rank of Eagle Scout. Every
Boy Scout learns in his first meeting
the Scout law, which states:

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.

Our country is stronger because mil-
lions of boys have learned those words.
They are the values of Scouting, and
they are the values of America.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise to speak about a soldier who gave
his life in the performance of his duty.
On October 17, 2006, SSG Garth D.
Sizemore of Mount Sterling, KY, was
on patrol in Baghdad when he was tar-
geted by a terrorist sniper attack that
tragically took his life. He was 31 years
old.

Staff Sergeant Sizemore had permis-
sion to take some rest and relaxation
at the base that day, but he bravely
volunteered to go on patrol. After a
first tour of duty in the strife-ridden
area of Fallujah, Iraq, this was his sec-
ond tour of duty in that desert coun-
try.

For his bravery in uniform, Staff Ser-
geant Sizemore received numerous
medals and awards, including the Non-
commissioned Officer Professional De-
velopment Ribbon, the Bronze Star
Medal, and the Purple Heart.

A fellow soldier once asked Staff Ser-
geant Sizemore how he felt about serv-
ing his second tour in Iraq. Staff Ser-
geant Sizemore replied, ‘Hey man, I'd
rather be at home with my wife, and
giving my cat a hard time, but if fight-
ing the enemy here in Iraq keeps the
enemy from fighting me in my own
country, then this is where I belong.”’

Staff Sergeant Sizemore had served
in the U.S. Army since 1999, and both
his mother, Carolyn Sizemore, and his
father, Glenn Sizemore, are veterans.

Carolyn and Glenn raised a bois-
terous boy who loved spending time
outdoors, whether camping, kayaking,
or rappelling. He participated in Fu-
ture Farmers of America. He enjoyed
rock music and learned how to play the
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guitar. ‘“He liked being active,” says
Garth’s father, Glenn.

Glenn recalls the time he and a 16-
year-old Garth went to a cousin’s farm
to practice pistol shooting. On the way
there, Garth told his dad that he had
dreamed the night before that, while
shooting his gun, a bullet got stuck in
the end of it. That very day, while tar-
get shooting, the same thing happened
to Garth’s pistol.

Glenn never forgot Garth’s prophetic
dream, and attributed it to his Native
American heritage on his mother’s
side. An avid gun collector, Garth ac-
cumulated many rifles and pistols that
he had gathered over the years.

Garth attended Montgomery County
High School and later received his
GED. He attended Morehead State Uni-
versity for a while, and then chose to
enlist in the U.S. Army as a career.
Starting out with the mechanized in-
fantry in Fort Hood, TX, Garth quickly
advanced.

“I loved working with Staff Sergeant
Sizemore because he took his job very
seriously and made sure everyone else
took their job seriously as well,” says
SSG Raja Richardson.

“When young soldiers arrived to the
unit, Staff Sergeant Sizemore would
always remind us by saying, ‘These
young privates don’t know nothing but
what we teach them.’”

Staff Sergeant Sizemore took the re-
sponsibility of training the men under
his command very seriously. But that
didn’t mean his naturally engaging
personality did not shine through.

Staff Sergeant Sizemore ‘‘possessed a
perfect balance of a work-play atti-
tude, which was exactly what the
young soldiers of his squad needed in
training and in combat,” CPT Michael
Baka, his commanding officer. ‘‘He
cared deeply for each and every mem-
ber of his platoon, soldiers, peers and
leaders alike.”

Staff Sergeant Sizemore served with
the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1lst
Infantry Division, based out of
Schweinfurt, Germany. While stationed
in Germany, Garth met Elena, who be-
came his bride.

Sadly, Elena and Garth were married
only 18 months before his passing.

My prayers are with Staff Sergeant
Sizemore’s loved ones today, including
his wife Elena; his mother Carolyn; his
father Glenn; his grandmother Alliene
Sizemore; his grandmother Dora
Caldwell; and many other beloved fam-
ily members and friends.

Garth’s unit, the 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, was
known as ‘‘The Dagger Brigade,” they
had endured some of the roughest bat-
tles in Iraq. Yet Garth never flinched
from his duty.

The Sizemore family held Garth’s fu-
neral service in Greenup County, KY.
Today, his wife Elena has embraced
both the State and the Nation her hus-
band called home by enrolling at the
University of Kentucky and making
plans to complete an ROTC program
and join the U.S. Army.
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This U.S. Senate expresses its deep-
est gratitude to SSG Garth D.
Sizemore for his service and sacrifice.
Our Nation owes his loving family, who
still grieve for his loss, a debt that can-
not be repaid.

SERGEANT ROBERT W. EHNEY

Mr. President, I rise to speak today
about a son of Kentucky who was lost
to us in the desert sands of Irag. On
April 23, 2006, SGT Robert W. Ehney of
Lexington, KY, perished from injuries
sustained when an improvised explo-
sive device set by terrorists went off
under his Humvee in the Iraqi town of
Taji. He was 26 years old.

Sergeant Ehney was serving as the
gunner in that Humvee. It was his sec-
ond tour of duty in Iraq; he had served
in the U.S. Army for 3 years. For brav-
ery in time of service, Sergeant Ehney
received numerous medals and awards,
including the Noncommissioned Officer
Professional Development Ribbon, the
Bronze Star Medal, and the Purple
Heart.

“I am very proud of the man he be-
came,” says Mary Beth Ehney, Rob’s
mother. ‘“He was proud of being a good
soldier, he was a good father, he was a
good son, a good brother.”

Rob’s father, William Ehney, worked
for Federal Express, and so the Ehney
family moved around quite a bit when
Rob was young. Rob attended school in
Centennial, CO, among other places.

Rob took up target shooting as a boy,
and continued to enjoy it into adult-
hood. He played baseball, golf and soc-
cer, rode motorcycles and was good
with computers. Rob loved to listen to
music, and before he was deployed his
family gave him an iPod to take with
him as a gift.

Most of all Rob loved playing with
his young son Will, who is now 6 years
old.

Rob received his GED and then en-
listed in the Army in 2003. He entered
boot camp at age 23, a few years older
than most of the other recruits, who
were 18 or 19. Soon his fellow soldiers
gave him the affectionate nickname
“POpS.”

The nickname didn’t just refer to
Rob’s advanced years—Rob took on the
responsibility of looking after his fel-
low soldiers. Both his mother and dad
describe Rob as a caring person who
saw his leadership skills blossom in the
Army.

‘““He told my wife and I that he was
concerned about the young guys,” says
his father, William.

‘“He wanted to be all macho on the
outside but a marshmallow on the in-
side,” Rob’s mother, Mary Beth, adds.
‘“‘He was just a kind person.”

Marshmallow or not, Rob had the
bravery befitting a soldier. Once when
he called his mother from a deploy-
ment, Mary Beth could hear ‘‘ping,
ping, ping’’ sounds over the phone.
‘“Oh, that’s just snipers shooting at
us,”” Rob told his mother when she in-
quired about the noise.
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“Do you want to call me back at a
better time?’ Mary Beth asked. ‘‘No,”
her son replied. ‘“They can’t hit any-
thing anyway.”’

After Rob’s death, William and Mary
Beth received a letter from 1LT James
E. Harris IV, Rob’s platoon leader in
Iraq, telling them just how much their
son strengthened the entire unit.

‘““He was a rock in this storm we face
daily over here,” First Lieutenant Har-
ris wrote. ‘It was apparent that many
of the younger soldiers found calm
looking up to ‘their sergeant’ after he
lifted their spirits and encouraged
them to drive on.”

““More often than not I would walk
away [after talking with Rob], ribs
hurting from laughing so much,” First
Lieutenant Harris adds. ‘“‘He was the
morale of this platoon.”

Rob had a fiance, Amanda Applegate,
and they planned to marry after he left
active service. Both Rob and Amanda
fell in love with Jessamine County,
KY, just south of Lexington, and want-
ed to make their home there. Rob
hoped to become a Jessamine County
police officer.

Rob’s family held his funeral service
in Lexington. The minister for the
service was the same man who had bap-
tized him, and he told the story of how
the 6-foot-3 Rob had had to double over
in the tank to be baptized, and his
knees never got wet.

Mr. President, Rob’s loved ones have
my deepest sympathies on their tragic
loss. We are thinking today of his son
Will, his mother Mary Beth, his father
William, his sister Casey, his maternal
grandmother Bobbi Holst, his maternal
grandfather Nicholas Reams, his fiance
Amanda Applegate, and many other
family members and friends. Rob was
predeceased by his paternal grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Ehney,
Sr.

Sergeant Ehney’s devotion to his
duty and his fellow soldiers cannot be
denied. First Lieutenant Harris ex-
pressed this best in his letter to Rob’s
parents. This is what he had to say:

“Even though [Rob] did not pass
away with his genetic family by his
side, please know that his brothers
were all by his side telling him they
loved him and that they would carry
on for him.”

Referencing Shakespeare’s ‘‘Henry
V,” First Lieutenant Harris continued,
“[Rob] believed in the quote, ‘We few,
we happy few, we band of brothers . . .
for he who sheds his blood with me
today shall be my brother, and I his.””

No words can make up for the loss
that Rob’s family, fellow soldiers, and
dear friends have suffered. But I hope
the knowledge that Rob loved those
who were closest to him—his ‘“band of
brothers”—and that they loved him in
return provides some relief and com-
fort.

This United States Senate bows to
SGT Robert W. Ehney’s devotion and
sacrifice. And we offer our deepest
gratitude to him and his family for all
they have given our Nation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to speak
as in morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

FLORIDA AND MICHIGAN DEMOCRATIC
DELEGATES

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I have two subjects I wish to dis-
cuss for the Senate. The first is, with
the dramatic events shifting as we se-
lect the nominees for President from
our two great parties, we potentially
have a significant train wreck that
may start occurring in the Democratic
Party as a result of a divisive issue of
seating the Michigan and Florida dele-
gations to the National Convention be-
cause the Florida legislature, a legisla-
ture that is controlled by the Repub-
lican Party, passed a bill that moved
the Florida primary earlier than the
date allowed by the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. In fact, it moved it,
instead of the deadline of February 5, 1
week earlier to January 29. The Demo-
cratic National Committee then
stripped all of Florida’s delegates to
the National Convention.

Mind you, the bill that was passed
was an election reform bill. While it
was being deliberated in the State leg-
islature of Florida, in fact, the Demo-
cratic leader of the State senate of-
fered an amendment to take out Janu-
ary 29 and instead put it back to Feb-
ruary 5, which would have complied
with the Democratic National Commit-
tee’s request and rules. That amend-
ment by the Democratic leader of the
State senate was defeated. The bill
then went on to pass because it was an
election reform bill having to do with
the functioning of election machines in
Florida, something about which we are
quite sensitive in our State as a result
of our electoral history.

As a result, the Democratic National
Committee took great umbrage at this
and instead of their rules providing
that they would take away half of
Florida’s delegates to the National
Convention, they took away all of
Florida’s delegates and, in fact, the
first four privileged States that were
allowed to have primaries or caucuses
prior to February b5—namely, Iowa,
New Hampshire, Nevada, and South
Carolina—extracted a pledge from all
the Democratic candidates for Presi-
dent that said they would not cam-
paign in the State of Florida. They
honored that pledge.

The election was held pursuant to
State law, a law passed by the legisla-
ture and signed into law by a Governor
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who happens to be Republican. Because
of that, Florida is being penalized by
the national committee by not having
any delegates.

In the meantime, the State of Michi-
gan, under a Democratic legislature,
signed into law by a Democratic Gov-
ernor, moved their primary up to Janu-
ary 15. They had their primary January
15. Likewise, the Democratic National
Committee took away their delegates
to the National Convention. But the
difference was that only a couple of the
Presidential candidates’ names were on
the ballot because of a Michigan law
that allows the candidates to withdraw
their names from the ballot when, in
fact, the Florida law does not allow
that. The Florida election, on January
29, had all of the candidates on the bal-
lot.

Here is the coming train wreck: If
one of our two leading candidates does
not get a majority by the time all the
primaries and the caucuses are over,
with the last one being the South Da-
kota primary on June 3, if that does
not decide who is the winner of the
Presidential sweepstakes of being the
Democratic nominee, then we go into a
period during June, July, and all the
way to the end of August at the Demo-
cratic National Convention, a period of
enormous uncertainty and turmoil—
first of all, the turmoil of whether the
superdelegates, who are generally the
members of the DNC, the congressional
delegations, both House and Senate,
and the Governors, who are all
unpledged as for whom they would
vote, so they would be getting in their
back rooms and deciding, and the tur-
moil of what to do with Florida and
Michigan’s delegations.

Why is this important? It is certainly
important to this Senator, the senior
Senator from Florida, because in fact,
not only did Florida voters turn out on
January 29 for the primary, they
turned out in record numbers. About
1.8 million Florida Republicans turned
out, and the Republican National Com-
mittee was penalizing Florida Repub-
licans, not by taking away all of the
delegates to the National Convention
but by only taking away half. Over 1.7
million Florida Democrats turned out
to vote, and they expressed their will.

The turmoil is what to do about the
seating of the Michigan and Florida
delegations. Just recently, the chair-
man of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, an esteemed, very distin-
guished former Governor of Vermont,
Governor Dean, our chairman of the
party, as reported in the New York
Post a couple of days ago, was prof-
fering maybe having a new caucus in
Michigan and Florida as a way of se-
lecting the delegates to the National
Convention from those two States.
But, Mr. President, you cannot undo an
election with a caucus, and especially
you cannot undo an election where 1.7
million Florida Democrats have gone
to vote in a secret ballot and replace it
with a caucus that maybe 50,000 people
would show up. It is a basic underpin-
ning of our democracy, and it is a basic
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underpinning of a constitutional right
to vote and to have that vote counted.

So what do we do? I am certainly
amenable for anyone who has a sugges-
tion to get us out of the potential train
wreck because the potential train
wreck could well be that if the Florida
and Michigan delegations are not seat-
ed at the National Convention in Au-
gust, those are two key States that
only 2 months thereafter would be vot-
ing on who is going to be the next
President of the United States.

So with this speech, I am making a
plea to all of our colleagues in the Sen-
ate and beyond to try to find an accom-
modation in which the right to vote
and to have that vote counted can be
respected, especially in the State of
Florida where all of the candidates’
names were on the ballot.

That is the first issue about which I
wanted to talk.

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION

The second issue about which I want
to talk, and I want to put on my hat as
the chairman of the Space Sub-
committee of the Senate Commerce
Committee, is the importance of the
International Space Station of which
the space shuttle launched yesterday
successfully. And it was a magnificent
launch. They are now closing in on
orbit onto the International Space Sta-
tion. They are taking up a European
module that will be an important com-
ponent of this International Space Sta-
tion. This International Space Station
is two football fields long—this thing is
huge—about 325 miles up, orbiting the
Earth at 17,500 miles per hour.

The International Space Station was
created as a multibillion-dollar facility
to do research internationally. One of
the major experiments for which NASA
has yet to find space on the space shut-
tle to fly and be attached to the space
station is the alpha magnetic spec-
trometer. This is an international con-
sortium of some 20 countries and 50
universities around the world. It is
being built as we speak. It is almost
completed. It is being built in Geneva,
Switzerland. It is looked upon as a sci-
entific experiment that possibly sev-
eral Nobel prizes will come as a result.

But we have to get it up there, Mr.
President. And the NASA Adminis-
trator, Dr. Michael Griffin, is saying:
No, we don’t have space on the space
shuttle. This alpha magnetic spectrom-
eter was designed to fly in the cargo
bay of the space shuttle. It takes up
about 25 percent of the cargo bay of
one space shuttle flight. The Adminis-
trator, in detailed testimony in front
of our committee, with this Senator
questioning him, said he doesn’t have
space. He said he had a couple of con-
tingency flights, after all the other
flights are allocated.

Remember, the Administrator of
NASA says his plan is to shut down the
space shuttle in September of 2010—and
oh, by the way, we don’t have a rocket
ready that can start flying thereafter.
The latest estimate is there would be a
5-year gap, until 2015, in order to fly an
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American rocket with humans—called
Aries—with a capsule called Orion.

Well, what do we do in the mean-
time? NASA is planning that we are
going to pay for Russian Soyez vehi-
cles. Well, what is the geopolitics going
to be in the year 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
and 2015, before we will have a human-
capable rocket to get to the inter-
national space station? We are going to
pay for Russian vehicles? In other
words, we are going to lay off NASA
employees and contractors in order to
buy Russian vehicles in a geopolitical
setting, and we don’t even know what
our relationship with Russia is going
to be in the year 2011. If it isn’t par-
ticularly good, what is the cost of that,
or what is the ability of them to say:
Nyet, we are not going to sell you a
ride on a Russian Soyez vehicle. Now,
that is the danger.

So NASA is going to complete the
construction of the space station. It
has two contingency flights. I said:
Well, why are they contingent?

I asked that of Dr. Griffin, the Ad-
ministrator of NASA, and he said:
Well, they have additional equipment
for the space station, and they have
extra spare parts we want to put up.

So I said: Well, then, you mean they
are not contingent.

He says: Yes, I guess you are right,
they are not contingent. But he says:
We don’t have space to fly the alpha
magnetic spectrometer.

What does this experiment do that
all of these universities and all of these
nations are so interested in getting it
up there so they can go to work? What
it does is it identifies the origin of cos-
mic rays, and that means it can help us
understand the origin of the universe.
This is not just an American experi-
ment, this is an international experi-
ment of countries around the world.
This is a part of us wanting to under-
stand our beginnings. This is a part of
our nature, as a people, to want to ex-
plore the heavens and understand the
universe.

This is an essential part of our space
program, but the NASA Administrator
says he doesn’t have space to fly it on
the space shuttle and he is going to
shut down the space shuttle in Sep-
tember or October of 2010. He said: You
will have to put it over onto an expend-
able rocket, and that won’t be for an-
other 5 years. And instead of it being 25
percent of the cargo bay of a space
shuttle, for an additional cost of about
$100 million, he is putting it over here
on an expendable rocket, 5 years later,
that is going to cost between $500 mil-
lion and $800 million. Now, that is not
a good tradeoff.

So how do we get it onto the space
shuttle before they shut down the
space shuttle? There are three flights
where this could be done. STS-129,
which is set to go in August of 2009, has
two express logistics carriers. In fact,
you could reconfigure that flight or an-
other flight in July of 2010. You could
reconfigure those two flights by taking
some of the payloads on those express
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logistics carriers and creating space of
25 percent of the cargo bay and put on
this critical experiment—the alpha
magnetic spectrometer; or in the flight
that is to go on February 2010, STS-131,
you could take the integrated cargo
carrier vertical light deployable and a
docking cargo module, you could take
that flight and you could reconfigure
that integrated cargo carrier vertical
light deployable and create space for
the alpha magnetic spectrometer. That
would allow the space shuttle to
launch 8,800 pounds of these orbital re-
placement units, plus the ICCVLD to
the international space station on the
same flight as this critical experi-
ment—the alpha magnetic spectrom-
eter.

Now, why am I saying this? Because
these are the specialists at the centers
of NASA around the country who are
saying this can be done. The Adminis-
trator tells our committee it can’t be
done, but it can. So I am making a
plea. And it is not just this Senator be-
cause seated right by me is Senator
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON of Texas, dur-
ing that hearing late last year, making
the plea as well. In a bipartisan way,
we made the plea to NASA to recon-
figure those last several flights to find
room for the AMS because if you don’t,
Dr. Griffin, if you don’t, NASA, you are
going to Kkill this experiment that has
enormous support in the international
scientific community, all of which is
the very reason for having an inter-
national space station up there in the
first place—to do scientific research.

I hope all of the management of
NASA will do a recomputing. My tre-
mendous congratulations to them. And
Dr. Griffin knows I have been a sup-
porter of his as he has turned around
NASA, as he has taken very difficult
times after the destruction of the last
space shuttle Columbia, and he has
brought back NASA with a profes-
sionalism that is the hallmark of
NASA. The launch yesterday was an-
other example of that professionalism,
with that space shuttle closing in, as I
speak, on the international space sta-
tion to rendezvous, to dock, to deliver
that European module, and to continue
to equip that international space sta-
tion to do what it was designed to do—
scientific research.

Let’s complete that task before the
space shuttle is shut down by finding
space on the manifest to fly the AMT—
the alpha magnetic spectrometer.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The junior Senator from Alabama
is recognized.

RUSSIANS HELP BUILD REACTOR

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, it is
great to be with my colleague, Senator
NELSON. His great knowledge of space
and military defense issues is very val-
uable to this country. He chairs the
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces in
the Armed Services Committee, in ad-
dition to his NASA work on the Com-
merce, Science and Transportation
Committee. I value his leadership and
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expertise, and I am going to share some
thoughts that dovetail nicely with one
of the points he was making about U.S.
reliance on Russia as a legitimate part-
ner.

We desired and hoped as a nation
that the fall of the Soviet Union would
usher in a new period of cooperation
with Russia. We hoped they would be a
legitimate partner with us in improv-
ing both of our nations, and the world.
We have the capability to create a
partnership that can foster progress,
prosperity, and peace in the world. But
the reality is that a lot of things are
happening to cause us great concern.
We as a nation are going to have to
face up to the fact that the Russians
are not reliable. They may not be reli-
able as a partner in space; they cer-
tainly are not reliable in helping to
contain the proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

So we have some big issues facing us,
and I thank the Senator from Florida
for at least raising that point about
space.

Let me quote from yesterday’s New
York Times, an article by Matthew
Wald entitled: “U.S.-Backed Russian
Institutes Help Iran Build Reactor.”
The headline alone is hard to believe.

This article begins:

The Energy Department is subsidizing two
Russian nuclear institutes that are building
important parts of a reactor in Iran whose
construction the United States spent years
trying to stop, according to a House com-
mittee.

The article goes on:

The institutes, both in Nizhny Novgorod,
gave American officials copies of sales pres-
entations that listed the Bushehr reactor,
which Russia has agreed to fuel, as one of
their projects. One institute is providing
control systems, including control room
equipment, and the other hundreds of pumps
and ventilation fans. The Energy Depart-
ment is subsidizing the institutes under the
Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention, a
program set up in 1994 after the collapse of
the Soviet Union. The program was intended
to prevent newly impoverished scientists and
their institutions from selling expertise to
States or terrorist groups that want nuclear
weapons.

A good goal, for sure.

The article goes on:

The United States supplements the sala-
ries of scientists and pays overhead at those
institutes, according to the House Oversight
and Investigation Subcommittee. It was not
immediately clear whether the Energy De-
partment was contributing to the salaries of
the very scientists involved in the Bushehr
reactor project. Two Michigan Democrats—
Representatives John D. Dingell, chairman
of the House Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and Bart Stupak, chairman of the
Committee’s Oversight and Investigations
Subcommittee—asked that question in a let-
ter sent on Wednesday to the Energy Sec-
retary Samuel Bodman.

The article quotes their letter saying
this:

What policy logic justifies the Department
of Energy funding Russian institutes which
are providing nuclear technology to Iran?

Pretty good question. It goes on to
ask this additional question:

How does this advance our nonprolifera-
tion goals?
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So I salute our House colleagues,
Democratic Chairman DINGELL and
Congressman STUPAK for asking these
questions. The U.S. is going to have to
grow up and acknowledge some things
are happening within Russia that are
not positive. We wish it were not so.
We wish we could be in better shape
with Russia today, and it is most dis-
couraging and troubling that we are
not.

I had the opportunity to visit the
Nizhny Novgorod region in the early
1990s before I was a Senator. We spent
about 2 weeks there living with some
wonderful Russian people. It was an ex-
ceedingly informative and wonderful
trip and I value the relationships we
built at that time.

But the Government of Russia is on a
dangerous track now, I am afraid. We
might as well begin to talk about it.
Congressmen DINGELL and STUPAK’S
letter notes that in October 2007, the
National Intelligence Estimate on Iran
concluded:

Iranian entities are continuing to develop
a range of technical capabilities that could
be applied to producing nuclear weapons if a
decision is made to do so.

If we will remember, the National In-
telligence Estimate was written by a
committee headed by State Depart-
ment persons, not professional intel-
ligence officers, who concluded that
the Iranians were not attempting to
build a nuclear bomb. But in that re-
port they did note that Tehran is push-
ing forward aggressively with creating
a nuclear reactor to generate elec-
tricity, despite the fact that Iran sits
on an untold wealth of natural gas and
oil. Also, the report buried the fact
that learning how to enrich fuel for use
in nuclear reactors is by far the most
important step in building a nuclear
bomb. If you can handle that problem,
it takes you very little time to create
a nuclear weapon.

Mr. DINGELL and Mr. STUPAK g0 on to
quote Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice in 2006 saying:

The United States faces no greater chal-
lenge from a single country than from Iran.

So the Congressmen say this in their
letter to Secretary of Energy Bodman:

Given these dire warnings, it is troubling
that the Department of Energy would sub-
sidize or otherwise support Russian entities
providing technology and services to the Ira-
nian nuclear program.

I would agree. This is not the first
time this issue has been discussed. In
December 21 of last year, Henry
Sokolski, executive director of the
Nonproliferation Policy Education
Center, wrote in the Weekly Standard
online that:

Perhaps the only thing more disappointing
than Moscow’s shipment this week of lightly
enriched uranium to fuel the power reactor
in Bushehr in Iran was Bush’s endorsement
of it.

Mr. Sokolski quoted President Bush
as saying:

If the Russians are willing to do that, [sup-
ply the uranium,] which I support, then the
Iranians do not need to learn how to enrich.
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So this apparently is a continuation
of a State Department tendency to ex-
cuse problems with Iran and Russia.
And the President apparently was
making a comment consistent with
that view. The article goes on to state:

Technically, this will only bring Tehran
closer to getting a bomb. If the fuel is di-
verted and used as fresh feed for Iran’s ura-
nium enrichment centrifuges at Natanz it
could dramatically reduce the time and ef-
fort needed to make a bomb’s worth of weap-
ons-grade highly enriched uranium.

Russia shipped 82 tons of lightly en-
riched uranium. At any time while it is
loading the fuel, Tehran can seize it
and have enough uranium to feed its
centrifuges at Natanz to make up to
150 crude nuclear weapons.

Former Under Secretary of State,
John Bolton, repeatedly detailed his
concern over Russo-Iranian coopera-
tion in testimony and speeches. Now
that he has left the Department, it
looks as though people have decided to
sweep the matter under the rug.

For an illustration of how dramati-
cally our policy as shifted since Mr.
Bolton’s departure, listen to this state-
ment from a State Department press
briefing in January 2003:

“We believe that President Putin
shares our deep concern at the prospect
of a nuclear-armed Iran. We have made
clear to Russia that any further nu-
clear cooperation with Iran, including
construction of additional power reac-
tors, will assist directly or indirectly
Iran’s ambitious request for nuclear
weapons.”’

So back in 2003, we were more alert
to the danger posed by the Bushehr
project, and we were stating the unvar-
nished facts about it. This kind of ac-
tivity could only assist, directly or in-
directly, Iran’s ambitious quest for nu-
clear weapons.

The State Department spokesman
went on to say:

We underscored to Russia that an end to
Russia’s nuclear assistance to Iran would
allow the United States and Russia to reap
the full promise of our new strategic rela-
tionship, benefitting Russia economically
and strategically far more than any short-
term gain from construction of additional re-
actors or other sensitive transfers to Iran.

And then he went on to suggest and
state:

If the Russians end their sensitive coopera-
tion with Iran, we have indicated we would
be prepared to favorably consider such trans-
fers of spent fuel back to Russia—

That now cannot be done legally
without our accord—
an arrangement worth potentially several
billion U.S. dollars in revenue to Moscow.

So we had a carrot and a stick there.
It looks as if it was not a very good
offer because the Russians did not ac-
cept it. They completed their work at
Bushehr.

Now, with regard to the question of
the National Intelligence Estimate on
Iran, I believe that it created the very
damaging false impression that the Ira-
nians had no interest in going forward
with creating a nuclear weapon. That
was the headline that the press drew
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out of it. The Estimate, I believe, was
written and designed to create that
headline. And the people who wrote it
should be held to account for the mis-
apprehension they have created.

The NIE was done by a team under
Director of National Intelligence, Ad-
miral Michael McConnell, and I guess
he did review it, as did General Michael
Hayden at CIA. But neither one of
them personally signed it as an abso-
lute position of the DNI or the CIA. Ad-
miral McConnell testified about this
report at a Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence hearing the day before
yesterday. He said this:

If I had ’til now to think about it, I prob-
ably would change a few things.

He later added:

I would change the way we describe the
Iranian nuclear program. I would have in-
cluded that there are the component parts,
that the portion of it, maybe the least sig-
nificant, had halted.

The portion of their nuclear weapons
program that was halted was the por-
tion which the intelligence community
deemed least important; the most im-
portant part is still ongoing. I say that
to say we are not in some academic ex-
ercise here. We are dealing with a
rogue state, Iran, that has been deter-
mined to obtain nuclear weapons and
has been working on it for years. The
Iranians are receiving assistance from
the Russians who, in turn, are receiv-
ing support and cooperation from us.

We are going to have to talk about
this a good bit more as time goes by.
But a lot of things are happening that
are very troubling. As I said, I wish it
were not so. For example, the Iranians
tested a satellite launch vehicle earlier
this week. On February 4, the Jeru-
salem Post reported that a successful
satellite launch by the Iranians would
lead to ‘‘a dramatic improvement in
their missile capability.”” Ahmadinejad
was present at the launch site and gave
orders to launch the rocket himself.

This is what he said:

Our presence in space is a necessity. Any
country that respects itself should control
the most advanced technology.

Does that include nuclear weapons?

We are grateful to God for witnessing the
first and determined step toward an Iranian
satellite.

The Iranians are spending a lot of
their money on satellites and weapons
systems and even nuclear weapons.
That is a fact. So we are going to have
to reevaluate our relationship with
Russia in light of their ongoing assist-
ance to Iran. That is a fact. I wish that
things were different. They are not.

It is worth noting that there has been
a string of belligerent and unwise ac-
tions by the Russians recently.

For example, in January of 2006, they
cut off natural gas supplies to the
Ukraine, a deliberate act to try to
pressure the Ukraine’s—their former
satellite.

In May of 2007, Russian cyber-attacks
shut down the Internet throughout Es-
tonia, a former Russian satellite, now
independent. Estonia has no desire

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

whatsoever to be back as a part of the
Soviet Union.

In August of 2007, Russian jet fighters
invaded the airspace of the Republic of
Georgia and dropped a missile on Geor-
gian territory. Georgia is a free nation
with elections and a highly intelligent
leadership team, many of whom were
educated in the United States. They
absolutely have no desire to fall under
the sway of the Russians again.

But this is the way that Putin be-
haves. Russia has supported the Geor-
gian separatist movement. They have
actively supported anti-Western oppo-
sition in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan.
They are ramping up their military
spending dramatically when there is no
perceived increase in the threat to Rus-
sia. What serious argument can be sug-
gested that Russia is under military
threat? From the EU? We cannot even
get the EU to pull the trigger in Af-
ghanistan.

Some of them will not even carry
guns. They are not threatening Russia.

In the summer of 2007, Russia started
bomber flights outside its territory en-
croaching on the airspace of the United
Kingdom, Norway, and Guam. In Sep-
tember of 2007, Russia loudly an-
nounced the test of a superstrength
conventional bomb. In October of 2007,
Putin announced a ‘‘grandiose plan’’ to
restore Russia’s Armed Forces and de-
velop new nuclear weapons. While we
are dramatically reducing the number
of nuclear weapons in our country,
they are developing brand new weapons
and testing missiles to evade U.S. mis-
sile defenses.

What about their relationship with
Iran? Putin visited Iran in October and
pledged enhanced Russian-Iranian co-
operation, including on nuclear energy.
Russia resumed work on the Bushehr
reactor and provided Iran with en-
riched uranium to fuel it. Moscow also
conducted major arms sales with Iran,
China, Syria, and Venezuela, including
fighter aircraft and antiaircraft mis-
siles. With the Chinese, Russia has
used the threat of a veto to water down
and block meaningful U.N. action on
Iran’s illicit nuclear program.

One of the oddest Russian behaviors
is their decision to trump up an issue
over our perfectly legitimate and rea-
sonable decision to build a missile de-
fense system in Poland and the Czech
Republic. Putin says that our decision
to go forward with this project is a tre-
mendous threat to Russia, but there
will only be ten defensive missiles sta-
tioned there. The interceptors are not
designed in any way to defeat a Rus-
sian attack, which would involve hun-
dreds of nuclear weapons. But, no, they
are trumping up a dispute between the
United States and Europe and Russia
over this. Some say it is for domestic
political consumption to help Putin
consolidate his power. Whatever the
reason, it is not healthy. This Nation
has to wake up and be able to under-
stand that Russia, fueled by all this
new oil money and an increasingly
autocratic regime under Mr. Putin, is
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not a healthy partner. We have to ask
some real questions. Are they going to
be a legitimate partner for a better
world?

This article in yesterday’s New York
Times was very troubling to me and
represents another example of confused
thinking that may exist within the
bowels of our Government regarding
our relationship with Russia and with
Iran. We have to be realistic and hon-
est and accept the fact that things are
not going well, that in many ways Rus-
sian activity grows darker and darker
and less and less positive. They con-
tinue to expand their relationships
with rogue states and bad actors, and
frustrate the legitimate actions of the
developing world to create a more pros-
perous economy and more peaceful
world. We will probably talk about this
more as time goes by. We might as well
start right now, questioning how reli-
able Russia is as a partner.

Should we be participating in space
programs with the Russians? Frankly,
it has cost us more than we have
gained from their assistance, experts
say. So this partnership has mainly
been a good way for the Russians to
gain insight into our technologies, but
it has not been an advantage to our
space program. If we don’t watch it, we
will be dependent on them in a way
that can keep us from following
through on our goals for space.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR). The clerk will call the
roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WATERBOARDING

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I
would like to take a moment to try to
clarify an issue that has caused a lot of
concern for years now. It has now come
to a conclusion, and I am glad it has. I
am glad to learn waterboarding has not
been used but three times by our coun-
try and has not been used in almost 5
years. From the reports and state-
ments made by Members of Congress
and extreme groups around the world,
one would think we have had a system-
atic effort to waterboard people and
otherwise torture and abuse them.
Only one prisoner has died since they
have been in U.S. custody since the be-
ginning of the war on terror. We treat
them very well. I have been to Guanta-
namo Bay on more than one occasion.
I have seen how interviews are con-
ducted. So have large numbers of our
body.

As I indicated in earlier remarks, we
wish the world were safer than it is.
Unfortunately, it is not as safe as we
would like. Those of us sitting com-
fortably at home forget the real
threats out there. We tend to forget
there are determined groups who want
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to attack the United States as they did
on 9/11 and Kkill our people. This is an
unpleasant task. When confronted on
the battlefield, in Iraq, in Afghanistan,
we shoot them and we kill them and we
drop bombs on them and we kill them
because these are life-and-death mat-
ters that Congress has authorized. I
wish that were not necessary. I know it
is a failure of us in some form or fash-
ion. But as a practical person, we know
no other alternative than to defend
ourselves. We are required to do that.

I was reading an article from the Mr.
R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr., in the Wash-
ington Times today. He talks about
what Admiral McConnell, the Director
of National Intelligence, said a few
days ago in hearings. Director McCon-
nell said:

The number of terrorist attacks and deaths
were greater than in the past six years com-
bined.

He was talking about the battle for
Pakistan and its survival.

The article states:

Another [statement] from Mr. MCCONNELL

. is that al Qaeda plans more attacks
against the United States and was working
on a plan for attacking the White House as
recently as 2006. Homegrown al Qaeda cells
here have been primitive, but Mr. McCON-
NELL registered his concern that new, more
sophisticated cells might threaten us domes-
tically in the years ahead.

And that is a fair summary, I think,
of Admiral McConnell’s comments.

Since we have now openly talked
about the waterboarding question, and
Members of Congress and the public
have now gotten the information, I
think we need to make sure we know
exactly how those three occurrences
developed.

The first thing we know is it worked.
I hate to say, it worked. No. 2, the
Agency—only the CIA wused water-
boarding; never the U.S. military,
never the Department of Defense; not
in Iraq, not in Afghanistan—it was
never utilized by our military, but the
Central Intelligence Agency on three
occasions since September 11.

As the article says, they utilized it
only on those:

[T]error leaders who have posed the utmost
threat to our [national] security, Abd al-
Rahim al-Nashiri, [who was the] mastermind
of [the] attack on our warship the USS Cole
in a neutral port.

We had hearings in the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, of which I am a mem-
ber, about that dastardly attack. And I
remember about a year after the Cole
was attacked—where we had 18 Amer-
ican sailors Kkilled by this vicious at-
tack; and it could have been a lot
more—the Navy commissioned a ship
down at Norfolk, VA; and as we walked
out of the ceremony, a young sailor
hollered out—and it still makes my
hair stand up—*‘ ‘Remember the Cole.”

Well, we got the perpetrator, and jus-
tice was done.

Abu Zubaydah, [who was] the brains be-
hind the thwarted millennium attacks—

That we were able to block—
and Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who directed
September 11. . . .
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The attacks on September 11. KSM,
that is his name now for the profes-
sionals, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.

So I believe the Attorney General of
the United States, after researching
this matter carefully, and after our in-
telligence agencies gave it thoughtful
review, concluded we do not need to
have waterboarding now, that these
three instances were justified.

Attorney General Mukasey, a former
Federal judge—approved overwhelm-
ingly by the Senate—was asked to
make an opinion on waterboarding. He
said he believed those actions were jus-
tified under those circumstances, and
he would not say we would never ever
do it again in the future. He said cir-
cumstances would determine how you
handle those Kinds of situations.

Let me note, again, for a lot of peo-
ple, these are not honest and legiti-
mate soldiers of a nation state. The
people who are subjected to this proce-
dure are persons who are unlawful com-
batants. They are persons who do not
fight according to the rules of war, and
they do not wear uniforms. They delib-
erately attack civilian personnel. They
do it through subterfuge and violence,
and their goals are outside all rules of
warfare. Until some recent cases, they
were clearly considered not to be pro-
vided any protections under the Gene-
va Conventions.

So I will say, Madam President, we

hate to talk about these things. We
wish we did not face the kind of threats
from the diabolical terrorists that we
do. We wish we did not have to go to
war and shoot and kill many of them.
But we, as a nation—the Congress; both
parties—have authorized that activity.
We fund that activity. Our soldiers are
out there putting their lives on the line
at this very moment to execute that
policy, placing themselves in harm’s
way.
I am glad the Attorney General has
reviewed it carefully. I am glad he is
able to say waterboarding was utilized
only three times, that it had not been
used in 5 years. But I am glad he also
said he would not say it would never be
done again. This would be unwise ad-
vice to the enemy we face.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Madam President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk pursuant to
the order relative to S. 2248.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented pur-
suant to rule XXII, the Chair directs
the clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on S. 2248,
the FISA bill.

Harry Reid, Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod
Brown, Daniel K. Akaka, Jeff Binga-
man, Thomas R. Carper, Ken Salazar,
Sheldon Whitehouse, John D. Rocke-
feller IV, Richard Durbin, Bill Nelson,
Debbie Stabenow, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
E. Benjamin Nelson, Evan Bayh, Daniel
K. Inouye.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture vote
occur upon disposition of the remain-
ing amendments pursuant to the pre-
vious order and that the mandatory
quorum be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ALABAMA BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS

e Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I
would like for my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Forest Avenue Aca-
demic Magnet Elementary School in
Montgomery, AL, which has been
named a No Child Left Behind Blue
Ribbon School of 2007. I recently met
with principal Jan Hill and teachers
Jennifer Rodopoulos and Gina Thomase
from Forest Avenue, and I thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to talk with
them about education and this great
achievement. Blue Ribbon Schools are
selected because they are showing dra-
matic achievement gains in working
with students from disadvantaged
backgrounds or they are in the top 10
percent of their State on State tests.
This is a remarkable accomplishment,
and I applaud the hard work principal
Jan Hill and the many other hard-
working faculty and staff have done to
receive this high honor. I know that
the lives of students at these schools
are being changed.

Madam President, I would like for
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating K.J. Clark School of Mathe-
matics, Science, and Technology in
Mobile, AL, which has been named a
No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
School of 2007. Blue Ribbon Schools are
selected because they are showing dra-
matic achievement gains in working
with students from disadvantaged
backgrounds or they are in the top 10
percent of their State on State tests.
This is a remarkable accomplishment,
and I applaud the hard work principal
Dianne McWain and the many hard-
working faculty and staff members
have done to receive this high honor. I
know that the lives of students at
these schools are being changed.
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Madam President, I would like for
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Virgil I. Grissom High School in
Huntsville, AL, which has been named
a No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon
School of 2007. Blue Ribbon Schools are
selected because they are showing dra-
matic achievement gains in working
with students from disadvantaged
backgrounds or they are in the top 10
percent of their State on State tests.
This is a remarkable accomplishment,
and I applaud the hard work principal
B.T. Drake and the many hard-working
faculty and staff members have done to
receive this high honor. I know that
the lives of students at these schools
are being changed.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. KATHERINE
MITCHELL

e Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I
come today to honor one of the great
educational leaders of our time: Dr.
Katherine Mitchell of Alabama. Dr.
Mitchell is nationally acclaimed for
her work in developing the Alabama
Reading Initiative, ARI. This scientif-
ically based program has not only been
of tremendous benefit to students and
teachers in Alabama but also in many
other States that have modeled their
State reading initiatives after ours. I
firmly believe that Dr. Mitchell’s work
will prove to be seen as resulting in the
most dramatic improvements in stu-
dent learning in the last 50 years. Re-
cently, the National Association of
Educational Progress, NAEP, test
scores were released, showing Alabama
to be No. 1 in reading improvement for
the fourth grade. Between 2005 and 2007,
Alabama’s fourth graders made a sig-
nificant gain of eight points in fourth
grade reading. That is the highest gain
in the Nation. I must also point out
that a number of the States that are
right behind Alabama in reading gains
are States such as Massachusetts and
Florida that have both modeled State
reading initiatives after the Alabama
Reading Initiative.

I have spoken with Secretary of Edu-
cation Margaret Spellings many times
about Dr. Mitchell’s work and the
great things happening in Alabama,
and she is ecstatic about the innova-
tive ways Dr. Mitchell and her fabulous
team have changed education in Ala-
bama and across the country. I am al-
ways impressed with Dr. Mitchell’s en-
thusiasm for her work, and her strong
desire to motivate and inspire edu-
cators wherever she goes. She is a rare
and admirable person, and I applaud
the many ways she has touched the
lives of children and families around
the world throughout her life.

It is important to say, and not inap-
propriate, that Dr. Mitchell is a woman
of sincere and strong religious faith
and that she has felt that her service is
a calling by God. Such a conviction, it
is plain to see, has given power to her
insight for improving education. An ac-
tive member of Frazer Memorial
United Methodist Church, pastored by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

the wonderful John Ed Mathison, she is
involved in so many good activities,
while receiving inspiration that drives
her work. I am sorry to say that Dr.
Mitchell is retiring from her position
at the Alabama State Department of
Education, and I know that this will be
a great loss for the State. However, I
know Dr. Mitchell too well to ever
think that she will be less busy in re-
tirement—she has far too much energy
and too much to offer. I look forward
to hearing about Dr. Mitchell’s ongoing
contributions to our Nation with her
expertise in education, and I am so
thankful that Alabama’s students, and
America’s students, will benefit for
years to come from her investment in a
program that teaches children how to
read.

Thank you, Dr. Mitchell, for your
service. Your shoes cannot be filled, I
am sure of it, but I am also sure that
the team you have so carefully trained
will continue to carry on your vision
with the same commitment and pas-
sion that you have so admirably dis-
played.e

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 9:33 a.m. a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 5140. An act to provide economic stim-
ulus through recovery rebates to individuals,
incentives for business investment, and an
increase in conforming and FHA loan limits.

The message was subsequently signed
by the President pro tempore (Mr.
BYRD).

At 11:16 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4848. An act to extend for one year
parity in the application of certain limits to
mental health benefits, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 283. Concurrent resolution
calling for a peaceful resolution to the cur-
rent electoral crisis in Kenya.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 5140) to
provide economic stimulus through re-
covery rebates to individuals, incen-
tives for business investment, and an
increase in conforming FHA loan lim-
its.

—

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill:
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H.R. 3541. An act to amend the Do-not-call
Implementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘‘do-not-call” registry.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4848. An act to extend for one year
parity in the application of certain limits to
mental health benefits, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 283. Concurrent resolution
calling for a peaceful resolution to the cur-
rent electoral crisis in Kenya; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

————
MEASURES DISCHARGED

Pursuant to the order of May 27, 1988,
the following measure was discharged
from the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs, and placed on
the calendar:

S. 2062. A Dbill to amend the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996, to reauthorize that Act, and
for other purposes.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2616. A bill to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Forest Service,
the Department of the Interior, and the De-
partment of Energy, and for other purposes.

S. 2619. A bill to protect innocent Ameri-
cans from violent crime in national parks.

S. 2615. A bill to extend the Protect Amer-
ica Act of 2007 for 15 days.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5023. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Wood
Packaging Material; Treatment Modifica-
tion” (Docket No. APHIS-2006-0129) received
on February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-5024. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Electronic Filing and
Revision of Form D’ (RIN3235-AJ87) received
on February 7, 2008; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-5025. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report detailing a plan for the Ultra-
Deepwater and Unconventional Natural Gas
and Other Petroleum Resources Research
and Development Program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-5026. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to services provided by certain
full-time government employees during fis-
cal year 2007; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.
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EC-5027. A communication from the White
House Liaison, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a vacancy and designation
of an acting officer for the position of Gen-
eral Counsel, received on January 31, 2008; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

EC-5028. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services,
Office of Vocational and Adult Education,
Department of Education, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Measuring Educational Gain in the Na-
tional Reporting System for Adult Edu-
cation’” (RIN1830-ZA06) received on February
7, 2008; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-5029. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-261, ‘“‘Frank Harris, Jr. Justice
Amendment Act of 2008 received on Feb-
ruary 7, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5030. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-260, ‘“‘Effi Slaughter Barry HIV/
AIDS Initiative Act of 2008’ received on Feb-
ruary 7, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5031. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-259, ‘‘Health Services Planning
Program Amendment Act of 2008 received
on February 7, 2008; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-5032. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-258, ‘““‘Appointment of the Chief
Medical Examiner Amendment Act of 2008
received on February 7, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-5033. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-257, ‘““Enhanced Professional Se-
curity Amendment Act of 2008’ received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5034. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-256, ‘‘Bicycle Registration Re-
form Amendment Act of 2008 received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5035. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-265, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2008 Supple-
mental Appropriations Temporary Act of
2008 received on February 7, 2008; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-5036. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-264, ‘‘Closing of a Public Alley in
Square 696, S.0. 07-8302, Act of 2008 received
on February 7, 2008; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-5037. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-263, ‘‘Tregaron Conservancy Tax
Exemption and Relief Act of 2008’ received
on February 7, 2008; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-5038. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
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transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-262, ‘‘Arthur Capper/Carrollsburg
Public Improvements Revenue Bonds Ap-
proval Amendment Act of 2008’ received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5039. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-271, ‘‘Public Education Personnel
Reform Amendment Act of 2008’ received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5040. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-275, ‘“‘Constitution Square Eco-
nomic Development Act of 2008’ received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5041. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-274, “Wax Museum Project Tax
Abatement Allocation Modification Act of
2008’ received on February 7, 2008; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-5042. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-273, ‘‘District Funds Reserved
Act of 2008 received on February 7, 2008; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-5043. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-272, ‘“‘Small Business Commercial
Property Tax Relief Act of 2008’ received on
February 7, 2008; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5044. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-276, ‘“‘Presidential Primary Bal-
lot Access Temporary Amendment Act of
2008 received on February 7, 2008; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-5045. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-277, ““Child Support Compliance
Amendment Act of 2008 received on Feb-
ruary 7, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs .

EC-5046. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on
D.C. Act 17-279, “Downtown Retail TIF
Amendment Act of 2008 received on Feb-
ruary 7, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

——

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SALAZAR:

S. 2613. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to transfer certain amounts to the
State of Colorado, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. BARRASSO:

S. 2614. A bill to facilitate the develop-
ment, demonstration, and implementation of
technology for the use in removing carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the
atmosphere; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

By Mr. REID:

S. 2615. A Dbill to extend the Protect Amer-
ica Act of 2007 for 15 days; read the first
time.
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By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 2616. A bill to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Forest Service,
the Department of the Interior, and the De-
partment of Energy, and for other purposes;
read the first time.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
OBAMA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
WEBB, Mr. TESTER, Mr. CRAIG, and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 2617. A Dbill to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2008, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. BROWN, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. COLEMAN, and Mr. HARKIN):

S. 2618. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for research with re-
spect to various forms of muscular dys-
trophy, including Becker, congenital, distal,
Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss Facio-
scapulohumeral, limb-girdle, myotonic, and
oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophies; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. COBURN:

S. 2619. A bill to protect innocent Ameri-
cans from violent crime in national parks;
read the first time.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. MENENDEZ, and
Ms. STABENOW):

S. 2620. A Dbill to provide for a temporary
increase of the Federal medical assistance
percentage under the Medicaid program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. BENNETT):

S. Con. Res. 67. A concurrent resolution es-
tablishing the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies; considered
and agreed to.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. BENNETT):

S. Con. Res. 68. A concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol by the Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies; considered and
agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS ON
FEBRUARY 7, 2008

S. 638
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 638, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for col-
legiate housing and infrastructure
grants.
S. 929
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
929, a bill to streamline the regulation
of nonadmitted insurance and reinsur-
ance, and for other purposes.
S. 960
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Washington
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(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 960, a bill to establish the
United States Public Service Academy.
S. 969
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 969, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to modify the defi-
nition of supervisor.
S. 1239
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1239, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
the new markets tax credit through
2013, and for other purposes.
S. 1382
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1382, a
bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to provide for the establish-
ment of an Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis Registry.
S. 1418
At the request of Mr. DoODD, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1418, a bill to provide assistance to im-
prove the health of newborns, children,
and mothers in developing countries,
and for other purposes.
S. 1430
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1430, a bill to authorize State and local
governments to direct divestiture
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for
other purposes.
S. 1708
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
LAUTENBERG) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1708, a bill to provide for the ex-
pansion of Federal efforts concerning
the prevention, education, treatment,
and research activities related to Lyme
and other tick-borne diseases, includ-
ing the establishment of a Tick-Borne
Diseases Advisory Committee.
S. 1738
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. OBAMA) and the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1738, a bill to establish
a Special Counsel for Child Exploi-
tation Prevention and Interdiction
within the Office of the Deputy Attor-
ney General, to improve the Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force,
to increase resources for regional com-
puter forensic labs, and to make other
improvements to increase the ability
of law enforcement agencies to inves-
tigate and prosecute predators.
S. 1758
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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1758, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to help individuals with
functional impairments and their fami-
lies pay for services and supports that
they need to maximize their
functionality and independence and
have choices about community partici-

pation, education, and employment,
and for other purposes.
S. 1843

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1843, a bill to amend title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act of
1967 to clarify that an unlawful prac-
tice occurs each time compensation is
paid pursuant to a discriminatory com-
pensation decision or other practice,
and for other purposes.

S. 1981

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-
KULSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1981, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965

regarding environmental education,
and for other purposes.
S. 2119

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2119, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of veterans
who became disabled for life while
serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States.

S. 2314

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2314, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make geo-
thermal heat pump systems eligible for
the energy credit and the residential
energy efficient property credit, and
for other purposes.

S. 2316

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2316, a bill to designate a
portion of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge as wilderness.

S. 2433

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2433, a bill to require the President to
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive strategy to further the United
States foreign policy objective of pro-
moting the reduction of global poverty,
the elimination of extreme global pov-
erty, and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goal of reducing
by one-half the proportion of people
worldwide, between 1990 and 2015, who
live on less than $1 per day.

S. 2578

At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2578, a bill to temporarily delay ap-
plication of proposed changes to Med-
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icaid payment rules for case manage-
ment and targeted case management
services.

S. 2585

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2585, a bill to provide for the
enhancement of the suicide prevention
programs of the Department of De-
fense, and for other purposes.

S. RES. 430

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 430, a resolution desig-
nating January 2008 as ‘‘National Men-
toring Month.”

S. RES. 432

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 432, a resolu-
tion urging the international commu-
nity to provide the United Nations-Af-
rican Union Mission in Sudan with es-
sential tactical and utility helicopters.

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 432,
supra.

At the request of Mr. CORKER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 432, supra.

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 432, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 3913

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3913 proposed to S.
2248, an original bill to amend the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act of
1978, to modernize and streamline the
provisions of that Act, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3967

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KYL), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. STEVENS) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 3967 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2483, a bill
to authorize certain programs and ac-
tivities in the Forest Service, the De-
partment of the Interior, and the De-
partment of Energy, and for other pur-
poses.

AMENDMENT NO. 3978

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3978 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 5140, a bill to pro-
vide economic stimulus through recov-
ery rebates to individuals, incentives
for business investment, and an in-
crease in conforming and FHA loan
limits.

AMENDMENT NO. 4007

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the

name of the Senator from Michigan
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(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 4007 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 5140, a bill to pro-
vide economic stimulus through recov-
ery rebates to individuals, incentives
for business investment, and an in-
crease in conforming and FHA loan
limits.
AMENDMENT NO. 4008

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. ENSIGN) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 4008
intended to be proposed to H.R. 5140, a
bill to provide economic stimulus
through recovery rebates to individ-
uals, incentives for business invest-
ment, and an increase in conforming
and FHA loan limits.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 186
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 186, a bill to provide appropriate pro-
tection to attorney-client privileged
communications and attorney work
product.
S. 694
At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 694, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Transportation to issue
regulations to reduce the incidence of
child injury and death occurring inside
or outside of light motor vehicles, and
for other purposes.
S. 803
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 803, a bill to repeal a provision en-
acted to end Federal matching of State
spending of child support incentive
payments.
S. 1484
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1484, a bill to amend part
B of title XVIII of the Social Security
Act to restore the Medicare treatment
of ownership of oxygen equipment to
that in effect before enactment of the
Deficit Reduction Act of 2005.
S. 2119
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KOHL), the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. SMITH) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2119, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of veterans who be-
came disabled for life while serving in
the Armed Forces of the United States.
S. 2133
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2133, a bill to authorize bankruptcy
courts to take certain actions with re-
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spect to mortgage loans in bankruptcey,
and for other purposes.
S. 2372
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2372, a bill to amend the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States to modify the tariffs on
certain footwear.
S. 2401
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2401, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
a refund of motor fuel excise taxes for
the actual off-highway use of certain
mobile machinery vehicles.
S. 2421
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2421, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide tax benefits to individuals who
have been wrongfully incarcerated.
S. 2453
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2453, a bill to amend title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to clarify
requirements relating to non-
discrimination on the basis of national
origin.
S. 2549
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2549, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to establish an Interagency
Working Group on Environmental Jus-
tice to provide guidance to Federal
agencies on the development of criteria
for identifying disproportionately high
and adverse human health or environ-
mental effects on minority populations
and low-income populations, and for
other purposes.
S. 2586
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the names of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) were added as cosponsors of S.
2586, a bill to provide States with fiscal
relief through a temporary increase in
the Federal medical assistance per-
centage and direct payments to States.
S. 2596
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BOND) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. ALLARD) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2596, a bill to rescind
funds appropriated by the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2008, for the City
of Berkeley, California, and any enti-
ties located in such city, and to provide
that such funds shall be transferred to
the Operation and Maintenance, Ma-
rine Corps account of the Department
of Defense for the purposes of recruit-
ing.
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S. 2602

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2602, a bill to amend the Department of
the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008, to
terminate the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to deduct
amounts from certain States.

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) and the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. TESTER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2602, supra.

S. RES. 439

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 439, a resolution expressing the
strong support of the Senate for the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization to
enter into a Membership Action Plan
with Georgia and Ukraine.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SALAZAR:

S. 2613. A bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to transfer cer-
tain amounts to the State of Colorado,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce legislation—a com-
panion bill will be introduced in the
House by my colleague Representative
SALAZAR—t0 ensure that the commu-
nities in northwestern Colorado most
affected by the enormous recent in-
crease in oil and gas drilling activities,
especially those in Garfield and Rio
Blanco Counties, immediately receive
their fair share of the surplus funds
from the Anvil Points cleanup fund.
Our legislation will direct Colorado’s
share of those surplus funds to land,
water and wildlife protection and con-
servation efforts, and for repair, main-
tenance and construction of roads and
other infrastructure affected by oil and
gas development in those counties.

Under the Transfer Act, Public Law
105-85, Colorado has not and will not
receive any of the leasing revenues
from oil and gas production on former
Naval Oil Shale Reserve land until
cleanup of the Anvil Points Superfund
Site is complete. Normally these sub-
stantial revenues would be shared 50-50
between the State and Federal govern-
ment under the Mineral Leasing Act.
Today the trust fund set aside for the
cleanup of Anvil Points is in surplus,
and that surplus currently amounts to
approximately $66.5 —million. The
Salazar-Salazar legislation amends the
Transfer Act to immediately release
Colorado’s share of the surplus funds to
Western Slope communities to miti-
gate development impacts in and
around the former Naval Oil Shale Re-
serve in Garfield and Rio Blanco Coun-
ties.

The Anvil Points trust fund cur-
rently accrues approximately $1.5 mil-
lion per month.
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Under this legislation half of those
incoming funds will go to Garfield and
Rio Blanco Counties and half will go to
the Federal Government. After the
cleanup of the Anvil Points site is com-
plete and the Secretary of the Interior
certifies that the Federal Government
has collected enough money to pay for
the cleanup, the Anvil Points trust
fund will cease to exist and oil and gas
leasing revenues from the area will be
divided 50-50 between the State of Colo-
rado and the Federal Government.

The o0il and gas industry provides
Colorado with much-needed revenue
that enables our State to flourish. We
must ensure that some of those reve-
nues go back to the communities from
which they originated. Our bill will en-
sure that the oil and gas industry does
not leave the counties of Garfield and
Rio Blanco looking like a spoiled
moonscape but instead allows the wa-
tersheds and wildlife there to prosper
and continue to be a haven for sports-
men and recreationists from across
Colorado.

Yesterday, I along with Congressmen
MARK UDALL and JOHN SALAZAR also
introduced legislation that repeals the
eleventh-hour money grab by the Fed-
eral Government in last year’s omnibus
appropriations bill that would reduce
from 50 percent to 48 percent the share
of total royalties paid to Colorado and
other States. The core underlying prin-
ciple of the Mineral Leasing Act—that
our Nation and our States share equal
claim of our precious mineral re-
sources—should be maintained. Our bill
restores each State’s share to its full,
coequal 50 percent of mineral leasing
revenues.

Together these bills restore Colo-
rado’s share of oil and gas leasing rev-
enue to its full 50 percent. With respect
to the excess funds now held by the
Federal Government for the cleanup of
Anvil Points, our legislation will direct
Colorado’s share of those surplus dol-
lars to land and water conservation,
wildlife protection, and roads and other
infrastructure affected by oil and gas
development in the local communities
most affected by these activities.

By Mr. BARRASSO:

S. 2614. A bill to facilitate the devel-
opment, demonstration, and implemen-
tation of technology for the use in re-
moving carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases from the atmosphere;
to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak on legislation I am in-
troducing to address climate change.

Today, I am introducing legislation
to address a major technological chal-
lenge that faces all of us. It is the chal-
lenge of how to solve the problem of
the warming of our planet. This bill is
called the Greenhouse Gas Emission
Atmospheric Removal Act, or the
GEAR Act.

Members of this body have discussed
various proposals to regulate the out-
put of greenhouse gases. Some advo-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

cate doing it through a cap and trade
approach. Others have advocated a tax
on carbon.

Such proposals are aimed at limiting
future carbon output into the atmos-
phere. Many proposals have been intro-
duced and debated using this approach
of dealing with our carbon output.
Overlooked in the debate are the green-
house gases that are currently in the
atmosphere.

The best science tells us that the
greenhouse gases already in the atmos-
phere are the gases that are causing
the warming of our planet. To what ex-
tent, we are not certain. So let us re-
solve to find a way to remove the ex-
cess greenhouse gases that are already
in the atmosphere. Remove them, and
permanently sequester them.

To accomplish this goal, we are, as a
Nation, going to need to make a sig-
nificant investment to develop the
technology. The approach my legisla-
tion takes to address this is through a
series of financial prizes where we set
the technological goals and also define
the outcomes we demand.

The first researchers to meet the cri-
teria would receive not only Federal
funds, but also international acclaim.
The prizes would be determined by a
Federal commission under the Depart-
ment of Energy. The commission would
be composed of climate scientists,
physicists, chemists, engineers, busi-
ness managers, and economists. The
commission would be appointed by the
President with the advice and consent
of the Senate.

The awards would go to those, both
public and private, who would achieve
milestones in developing and applying
technology. Technology that could sig-
nificantly help to slow or reverse the
accumulation of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere. The greenhouse gases
would have to be permanently seques-
tered. Sequestered in a manner that
would be without significant harmful
effects.

This is how it would work. There
would be four different levels of prizes.
The first level award would go to the
public or private entity that could first
demonstrate a design for a successful
technology that could remove and per-
manently sequester greenhouse gases.
Second, there would be a prize for a lab
scale demonstration project of the
technology that accomplishes the same
thing. Third, there would be an award
for demonstrating the technology to
remove and permanently sequester
greenhouse gases that is operational at
a larger, working model scale. Finally,
there would be an award for whoever
could demonstrate the technology to
remove and permanently sequester
greenhouse gases on a commercially
viable scale.

There you have it—four different lev-
els of development. First for designing
the technology, then for a lab scale
demonstration of the technology, then
for a larger working model, and then fi-
nally, the proven use of the technology
on a commercially viable scale. Once
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the technology is developed, the United
States would share intellectual prop-
erty rights to the technology with
whoever invented it. This bill, as draft-
ed, does not include a specific dollar
amount for each prize. Instead, it au-
thorizes such sums as may be nec-
essary.

The commission will be directed to
report to Congress 1 year after enact-
ment of the law. The commission will
recommend the levels of funding that
would be necessary to achieve the goals
of this act.

I believe prizes can be a unique tool
in creating technological development.
It only seems natural that if we get all
the best scientific minds thinking
about the same problem, we signifi-
cantly enhance our chances of solving
it.

Historically, prizes have been used to
spur all types of technological develop-
ment to solve big problems. In 1714, the
British government offered the first
prize of this type for a device capable
of accurately measuring longitude.
John Harrison, a clock maker, was
awarded 20,000 pounds for designing an
accurate and durable chronometer 59
years later. This transformed our abil-
ity to sail the seas.

In 1775, the French offered a 100,000-
franc prize resulting in an artificial
form of alkali being produced. In 1810,
the first vacuum sealed food was pro-
duced by Nicolas Appert, after 15 years
of experimentation, driven by a 12,000-
franc prize offered by Napoleon. Today,
vacuum sealing is still used throughout
the world.

In 1909 the first flight across the
English Channel was spurred by a prize
offered by a newspaper. Charles Lind-
bergh was competing for the Orteig
prize offered by the wealthy hotel
owner Raymond Orteig, when he flew
in the Spirit of St. Louis nonstop from
New York to Paris in 1927. The achieve-
ment spawned a $300 billion aviation
industry.

The British Spitfire, the fighter
plane that won the Battle of Britain,
was developed as a result of the Schnei-
der trophy, a series of prizes for tech-
nological development.

More recent examples include the
creation of the X Prize Foundation,
which gives multimillion dollar awards
to the first team to achieve specific
goals. The X Prize Foundation began a
revolution in private space flight with
the $10 million Ansari X Prize.

On October 4, 2004, the Mojave Aero-
space Ventures team, led by famed air-
craft designer Bert Rutan and financed
by Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen,
captured the Ansari X prize for the his-
toric space flight of Space Ship One to
space and back, twice within 2 weeks.
Space Ship One is now hanging in the
Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum.

The U.S. Government also offers
prizes through NASA’s Centennial
Challenges program. According to
NASA, the awards are made based on
actual achievements, not just pro-
posals. The Centennial Challenges seek
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novel solutions to NASA’s mission
challenges from non-traditional
sources of innovation in our univer-
sities, in industry, and from the public.

Most recently, Sir Richard Branson
and former Vice President Al Gore an-
nounced the Virgin Earth Challenge, a
$25 million global science and tech-
nology prize. The prize was established
to encourage a viable technology,
which will result in the removal of at
least 1 billion tons of atmospheric car-
bon dioxide per year for 10 years.

It is my hope and my goal that this
legislation will foster the kind of solu-
tions we need to address the concerns
about climate change. What I am pro-
posing is that we take a new look at
climate change. With that new look,
our solution will be based on removing
excess greenhouse gases that are al-
ready in the atmosphere.

We must think anew, and we must
act anew. That sentence, ‘“‘we must
think anew and we must act anew,” is
engraved on a scenic overlook along
Interstate 80 between Cheyenne and
Laramie, WY. It is engraved on the
pedestal that holds a large-size bust of
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln was the one
to have the vision for the Trans-
continental Railroad. It is now time for
us, as Americans, to think anew and
act anew about the issue of climate
change and controlling greenhouse
gases.

Americans have always looked with-
in ourselves for solutions. We have al-
ways had confidence in American inge-
nuity and American creativity to deal
with the challenges of the future. Yes,
we want to protect our environment,
and yes, we want a strong economy.
The way to have both is by thinking
anew and acting anew.

It is time to use our untapped human
potential and American spirit to de-
velop the technological solutions we
need. It is now time for the U.S. Senate
and for Congress to find a solution to
global climate change, not through
limits but through imagination, inno-
vation, and invention.

I look forward to working with each
and every one of you on achieving this
goal.

By Mr. REID:

S. 2615. A bill to extend the Protect
America Act of 2007 for 15 days; read
the first time.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be placed in the
RECORD, as follows:

S. 2615

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. 15-DAY EXTENSION OF THE PROTECT
AMERICA ACT OF 2007.

Section 6(c) of the Protect America Act of
2007 (Public Law 110-55; 121 Stat. 557; 50
U.S.C. 1803 note) is amended by striking ‘195
days’ and inserting ‘210 days’’.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr.
BURR, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs.
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MURRAY, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WEBB, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. CRAIG, and Mr.
ISAKSON):

S. 2617. A bill to increase, effective as
of December 1, 2008, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President today, as
Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, I introduce the Vet-
erans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2008. This measure
would direct the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to increase, effective December
1, 2008, the rates of veterans’ compensa-
tion to keep pace with the rising cost-
of-living in this country. The rate ad-
justment is equal to that provided on
an annual basis to Social Security re-
cipients and is based on the Consumer
Price Index.

Several of my colleagues on the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, including
Ranking Member BURR, and Senators
ROCKEFELLER, MURRAY, OBAMA, SAND-
ERS, BROWN, WEBB, TESTER, CRAIG, and
ISAKSON join me in introducing this im-
portant legislation. I appreciate their
continued support of our Nation’s vet-
erans.

Congress regularly enacts an annual
cost-of-living adjustment for veterans’
compensation in order to ensure that
inflation does not erode the purchasing
power of the veterans and their fami-
lies who depend upon this income to
meet their daily needs. This past year
Congress passed, and the President
signed into law, Public Law 110-111,
which resulted in a COLA increase of
2.3 percent for 2008. The 2009 projected
COLA increase is 2.5 percent.

The COLA affects, among other bene-
fits, veterans’ disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity com-
pensation for surviving spouses and
children. Many of the more than 3 mil-
lion recipients of those benefits depend
upon these tax-free payments not only
to provide for their own basic needs,
but those of their spouses and children
as well. Without an annual COLA in-
crease, these veterans and their fami-
lies would see the value of their hard-
earned benefits slowly diminish, and
we, as a Congress, would be neglecting
our duty to ensure that those who sac-
rificed so much for this country receive
the benefits and services to which they
are entitled.

It is important that we view vet-
erans’ compensation, including the an-
nual COLA, and indeed all benefits
earned by veterans, as a continuing
cost of war. It is clear that the ongoing
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan will
continue to result in injuries and dis-
abilities that will yield an increase in
claims for compensation. Currently,
there are more than 2.8 million vet-
erans in receipt of VA disability com-
pensation.

Disbursement of disability compensa-
tion to our Nation’s veterans con-
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stitutes one of the central missions of
the Department of Veterans Affairs. It
is a necessary measure of appreciation
afforded to those veterans whose lives
were forever altered by their service to
this country.

I urge our colleagues to support pas-
sage of this COLA increase. I also ask
our colleagues for their continued sup-
port for our Nation’s veterans.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-

TION 67—ESTABLISHING THE
JOINT CONGRESSIONAL  COM-
MITTEE ON INAUGURAL CERE-
MONIES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and Mr.
BENNETT) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 67

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT COM-
MITTEE.

There is established a Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (in this
resolution referred to as the ‘joint com-
mittee’’), consisting of 3 Senators and 3
Members of the House of Representatives ap-
pointed by the President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
respectively. The joint committee is author-
ized to make the necessary arrangements for
the inauguration of the President-elect and
the Vice President-elect of the United
States.

SEC. 2. SUPPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE.

The joint committee—

(1) is authorized to utilize appropriate
equipment and the services of appropriate
personnel of departments and agencies of the
Federal Government, under arrangements
between the joint committee and the heads
of the departments and agencies, in connec-
tion with the inaugural proceedings and
ceremonies; and

(2) may accept gifts and donations of goods
and services to carry out its responsibilities.

—————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 68—AUTHORIZING THE USE
OF THE ROTUNDA OF THE CAP-
ITOL BY THE JOINT CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEE ON INAU-
GURAL CEREMONIES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and Mr.
BENNETT) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 68

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF THE ROTUNDA OF THE CAP-
ITOL BY THE JOINT CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEE ON INAUGURAL
CEREMONIES.

The rotunda of the United States Capitol is
authorized to be used on January 20, 2009, by
the Joint Congressional Committee on Inau-
gural Ceremonies in connection with the pro-
ceedings and ceremonies conducted for the
inauguration of the President-elect and the
Vice President-elect of the United States.
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URGING THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY TO PROVIDE THE
UNITED NATIONS-AFRICAN
UNION MISSION IN SUDAN WITH
ESSENTIAL TACTICAL AND UTIL-
ITY HELICOPTERS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration and
the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 432.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 432) urging the inter-
national community to provide the United
Nations-African Union Mission in Sudan
with essential tactical and utility heli-
copters.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BIDEN. Madam President, today,
the Senate considers S. Res. 432, a bi-
partisan resolution on Darfur cospon-
sored by myself, Senator LUGAR, and a
number of other colleagues. This reso-
lution urges the members of the inter-
national community, including the
United States, to step up to fill a crit-
ical need in equipping the joint United
Nations-African TUnion peacekeeping
force, namely, 24 tactical and utility
helicopters.

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has
termed these aerial vehicles indispen-
sable to allow the peacekeepers to
carry out their mission to protect ci-
vilians. I am pleased to see that several
countries may now be volunteering to
begin to fill this gap. According to
press reports, the governments of Ethi-
opia and Bangladesh are discussing the
matter with the United Nations, and I
hope that their contributions can be
used to help meet this urgent need.

While I want to acknowledge these
potential contributions, I would also
emphasize that other countries must
do the same: the peacekeepers in
Darfur need the full complement of 24
helicopters. Darfur is the size of Texas.
These aerial assets are critical. Our
resolution urges President Bush to per-
sonally contact other heads of state on
this matter. I have been told that sen-
ior officials at the White House and
State Department are continuing to
engage in high-level outreach on this
issue. I respectfully suggest that this
outreach should be elevated to con-
versations among chiefs of state. The
United States has led the world in ef-
forts to provide assistance to the peo-
ple of Darfur. Personally, I believe that
we should also lead the world now in
providing the equipment or personnel
that are needed to ensure the success
of the peacekeeping mission. Certainly,
collectively, members of the United
Nations should do so.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
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ments relating to this matter be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 432

Whereas, on August 30, 2006, the United Na-
tions Security Council approved United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1706, pro-
viding that the existing United Nations Mis-
sion in Sudan (UNMIS) ‘‘shall take over from
[the African Mission in Sudan (AMIS)] re-
sponsibility for supporting the implementa-
tion of the Darfur Peace Agreement upon the
expiration of AMIS’ mandate but in any
event no later than 31 December 2006°";

Whereas, on July 31, 2007, the United Na-
tions Security Council approved United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1769 re-
affirming Resolution 1706 and stating that
the Security Council ‘‘[d]ecides ... to
authorise and mandate the establishment
. . .of an AU/UN Hybrid operation in Darfur
(UNAMID) . . . [and] [d]ecides that UNAMID,
which shall incorporate AMIS personnel and
the UN Heavy and Light Support Packages
to AMIS, shall consist of up to 19,5655 mili-
tary personnel, including 360 military ob-
servers and liaison officers, and an appro-
priate civilian component including up to
3,772 police personnel and 19 formed police
units comprising up to 140 personnel each’’;

Whereas, on December 31, 2007, the United
Nations-African Union hybrid mission for-
mally assumed control of peacekeeping oper-
ations in Darfur, but did so with only ap-
proximately 9,000 troops and police on the
ground, far short of both the authorized and
necessary levels;

Whereas the Government of Sudan con-
tinues to obstruct implementation of Secu-
rity Council Resolutions 1706 and 1769 in sev-
eral respects, including by refusing to con-
clude a Status of Forces Agreement or to co-
operate on issues such as the force composi-
tion, the authorization of night flights, cus-
toms clearance, land access, and visas for
staff;

Whereas, on January 7, 2008, uniformed ele-
ments of the army of Sudan attacked a
clearly marked UNAMID supply convoy, se-
verely wounding a Sudanese civilian driver;

Whereas rebels, militias, government
forces, bandits, and others continue to prey
upon the people of Darfur and upon humani-
tarian workers, increasing the urgency of
both deploying the full complement of peace-
keepers and police and of reaching a lasting
political settlement;

Whereas the preliminary results of a
United Nations assessment entitled the
“Food Security and Nutrition Assessment of
the Conflict-Affected Population of Darfur
(August/September 2007)”’ reveal that global
acute malnutrition in Darfur increased in
2007, exceeding emergency levels in some re-
gions;

Whereas the United Nations-African Union
Mission in Sudan has been hampered not
only by obstruction by the Government of
Sudan and other obstacles to peace in the re-
gion, but by the failure of the international
community to commit the resources, equip-
ment, and personnel needed to carry out the
peacekeeping mission, most notably the fail-
ure to provide critically needed aviation and
transportation assets;

Whereas the United Nations-African Union
Mission in Sudan needs, among other critical
mobility capabilities that have not been
met, 18 utility helicopters and 6 tactical hel-
icopters and crews;

432) was
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Whereas, in a report to the Security Coun-
cil dated December 24, 2007, the Secretary-
General termed these helicopters indispen-
sable and stated that “UNAMID must be ca-
pable of rapid mobility over large distances,
especially over terrain where roads are the
exception. Without the missing helicopters,
this mobility—a fundamental requirement
for the implementation of the UNAMID man-
date—will not be possible.’’;

Whereas a large number of countries pos-
sess the military assets that could help to
fulfill this requirement;

Whereas the United States continues to
lead the world in its contributions to efforts
to end the genocide in Darfur, including by
providing more than $4,500,000,000 since 2004
in response to the Darfur crisis;

Whereas continued failure on the part of
the international community to take all
steps necessary to generate, deploy, and
maintain an effective United Nations-Afri-
can Union hybrid peacekeeping force will re-
sult in the continued loss of life and further
degradation of humanitarian infrastructure
in Darfur; and

Whereas it would be inexcusable for the
international community to allow an au-
thorized peacekeeping mission intended to
help bring an end to genocide and its effects
to founder or be compromised because of a
failure to commit critical elements, such as
the 24 helicopters needed to meet the critical
mobility capabilities of the United Nations-
African Union Mission in Sudan: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the members of the international
community, including the United States,
that possess the capability to provide the
tactical and utility helicopters needed for
the United Nations-African Union peace-
keeping mission in Darfur to do so as soon as
possible; and

(2) urges the President to intervene person-
ally by contacting other heads of state and
asking them to contribute the aircraft and
crews for the Darfur mission.

———

ESTABLISHING THE JOINT CON-
GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON IN-
AUGURAL CEREMONIES

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
ROTUNDA BY THE JOINT CON-
GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON IN-
AUGURAL CEREMONIES

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
for the Senate to consider, en bloc, two
concurrent resolutions, S. Con. Res. 67
and S. Con. Res. 68, both relating to the
Joint Congressional Committee on In-
augural Ceremonies.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolutions
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 67)
establishing the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies.

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 68)
authorizing the use of the rotunda by the
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolutions en bloc.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolutions be agreed to en bloc,
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the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the matters be printed in the
RECORD as if given.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolutions (S. Con.
Res. 67 and S. Con. Res. 68) were agreed
to, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 67

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT COM-
MITTEE.

There is established a Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (in this
resolution referred to as the ‘‘joint com-
mittee’’), consisting of 3 Senators and 3
Members of the House of Representatives ap-
pointed by the President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
respectively. The joint committee is author-
ized to make the necessary arrangements for
the inauguration of the President-elect and
the Vice President-elect of the United
States.

SEC. 2. SUPPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE.

The joint committee—

(1) is authorized to utilize appropriate
equipment and the services of appropriate
personnel of departments and agencies of the
Federal Government, under arrangements
between the joint committee and the heads
of the departments and agencies, in connec-
tion with the inaugural proceedings and
ceremonies; and

(2) may accept gifts and donations of goods
and services to carry out its responsibilities.

S. CON. RES. 68

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF THE ROTUNDA OF THE CAP-
ITOL BY THE JOINT CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEE ON INAUGURAL
CEREMONIES.

The rotunda of the United States Capitol is
authorized to be used on January 20, 2009, by
the Joint Congressional Committee on Inau-
gural Ceremonies in connection with the pro-
ceedings and ceremonies conducted for the
inauguration of the President-elect and the
Vice President-elect of the United States.
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL ACAD-
EMY OF RECORDING ARTS AND
SCIENCES

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H. Con. Res. 273, and
the Senate proceed to the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 273)
recognizing the 50th anniversary of the Na-
tional Academy of Recording Arts and
Sciences.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, that
there be no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating
to this matter be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 273) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2615, S. 2616, and S. 2619

Mr. REID. Madam President, it is my
understanding that there are three
bills at the desk. I ask for their first
reading en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bills by title.
The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2615) to extend the Protect Amer-
ica Act of 2007 for 15 days.

A Dbill (S. 2616) to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Forest Service,
the Department of the Interior, and the De-
partment of Energy, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 2619) to protect innocent Ameri-
cans from violent crime in national parks.

The
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Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
ask for a second reading, en bloc, but
object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY
11, 2008

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 2 p.m., Monday,
February 11; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and that the Senate then
resume consideration of S. 2248, the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
as under the previous order. Finally, I
ask unanimous consent that the
RECORD remain open until 2 p.m. today
to allow Senators to introduce bills
and submit statements.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Madam President, on Mon-
day, the Senate will complete all de-
bate on the remaining amendments to
the FISA legislation. In order to ac-
commodate the remaining debate,
there will be no rollcall votes on Mon-
day. However, Senators should be pre-
pared to vote as early as 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, February 12.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 11, 2008, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand adjourned
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:05 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
February 11, 2008, at 2 p.m.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING LEWIE BYERS FOR
“CITIZEN OF THE YEAR” AWARD

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 8, 2008

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize community leader Lewie
Byers for being named “Citizen of the Year”
by the Rusk Chamber of Commerce.

Lewie is a prominent member of the Rusk
community and exemplifies what it means to
be a model citizen. Lewie is the president of
the Rusk branch of Texas National Bank, but
manages to find time to serve his community
in civic organizations including the Rusk
Chamber of Commerce, the Rusk Industrial
Foundation and is a member of the Rusk City
Council. In addition, Lewie is a member of the
Rusk Lions Club and was on the East Texas
Council of Boy Scouts. Most importantly,
Lewie is a devoted husband and proud father
of four.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, | am honored to recognize

Lewie Byers for generously offering his time
and talents to serve his community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 8, 2008
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall vote
No. 27. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall No. 27.
—————

IN HONOR OF THE OUTSTANDING
MILITARY SERVICE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT TODD SMALL

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 8, 2008

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to one of our most dedicated Air

Force noncommissioned officers, Chief Master
Sergeant Todd Small on the occasion of his
departure from Shaw Air Force Base, South
Carolina, as the Command Chief, Ninth Air
Force and United States Central Command Air
Forces.

In these capacities, Chief Small was the
senior enlisted man charged with facilitating
the development, training, and readiness of
over 50,000 airmen within the Ninth Air Force
and the United States Central Commands’
areas of operations. Chief Small was a front-
line leader, who traversed more than 5,400
miles, across 11 countries, to enhance the
mission of the airmen deployed in support of
Operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom.

Chief Small has truly answered the call of
duty to his country and his community. | join
the men and women of Shaw Air Force Base
in honoring Chief Small, his wife Frankie, and
their children Chelsea and Aaron, for their
dedication and commitment to the Air Force,
and | wish Chief Small the best in his new po-
sition as the Command Chief to the United
States Space Command.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $805—-S821

Measures Introduced: Eight bills and two resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2613-2620, and
S. Con. Res. 67-68. Page S815

Measures Passed:

United Nations—African Union Mission In
Sudan: Committee on Foreign Relations was dis-
charged from further consideration of S. Res. 432,
urging the international community to provide the
United Nations—African Union Mission in Sudan
with essential tactical and utility helicopters, and the
resolution was then agreed to. Page S820

Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies: Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 67, es-
tablishing the Joint Congressional Committee on In-
augural Ceremonies. Pages $820-21

Authorizing Use of Rotunda of Capitol: Senate
agreed to S. Con. Res. 68, authorizing the use of the
rotunda of the Capitol by the Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies.  Pages S820-21

Recognizing 50th Anniversary of NARAS: Com-
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from further
consideration of H. Con. Res. 273, recognizing the
50th Anniversary of the National Academy of Re-
cording Arts & Sciences, and the resolution was then
agreed to. Page S821

Measures Considered:

FISA Amendments Act: Senate continued consid-
eration of S. 2248, to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978, to modernize and
streamline the provisions of that Act, taking action
on the following amendments proposed thereto:
Pages S805-13
Pending:
Rockefeller/Bond Amendment No. 3911, in the
nature of a substitute. Page S805
Whitehouse Amendment No. 3920 (to Amend-
ment No. 3911), to provide procedures for compli-
ance reviews. Page S805

Feingold Amendment No. 3979 (to Amendment
No. 3911), to provide safeguards for communications
involving persons inside the United States. Page S805

Feingold/Dodd Amendment No. 3912 (to
Amendment No. 3911), to modify the requirements
for certifications made prior to the initiation of cer-
tain acquisitions. Page S805

Dodd Amendment No. 3907 (to Amendment No.
3911), to strike the provisions providing immunity
from civil liability to electronic communication serv-
ice providers for certain assistance provided to the
Government. Page S805

Bond/Rockefeller Modified Amendment No. 3938
(to Amendment No. 3911), to include prohibitions
on the international proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction in the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act of 1978. Page S805

Feinstein Amendment No. 3910 (to Amendment
No. 3911), to provide a statement of the exclusive
means by which electronic surveillance and intercep-
tion of certain communications may be conducted.

Page S805

Feinstein Amendment No. 3919 (to Amendment
No. 3911), to provide for the review of certifications
by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.

Page S805

Specter/Whitehouse Amendment No. 3927 (to
Amendment No. 3911), to provide for the substi-
tution of the United States in certain civil actions.

Page S805

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the bill and, in accordance with the provisions of
Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a
vote on cloture will occur on Tuesday, February 12,
2008. Page S813

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that, notwithstanding the provisions of Rule
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, Senate
vote on the question of agreeing to the above-listed
motion upon disposition of all amendments, and that
the quorum under the rule be waived. Page S813

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the bill
at approximately 2 p.m. on Monday, February 11,
2008. Page S821
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Messages from the House: Page S814
Measures Referred: Page S814
Measures Read the First Time: Page S814

Executive Communications: Pages S814-15

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S815-17

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S817-20

Additional Statements: Pages S813-14
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Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:30 a.m. and
adjourned at 1:05 p.m., until 2 p.m. on Monday,
February 11, 2008. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S821.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)
No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 4 public
bills, H.R. 5332-5335 were introduced. Page H818

Additional Cosponsors: Page H818

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Mitchell to act as Speaker
Pro Tempore for today. Page H817

Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the guest
Chaplain, Dr. French B. Harmon, First Baptist
Church, Somerset, Kentucky. Page H817

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea-and-Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10:38 a.m. and
adjourned at 10:44 a.m.

Program for Tuesday: To be announced.

Committee Meetings

SUDAN DIVESTMENT PRESIDENTIAL
SIGNING STATEMENT

Committee on Financial Services: Held a hearing enti-
tled “Negative Implications of the President’s Sign-
ing Statement on the Sudan Accountability and Di-
vestment Act.” Testimony was heard from Frank T.
Caprio, General Treasurer, State of Rhode Island; Pa-
tricia M. Wald, former Judge and Chief Judge of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit; and public witnesses.

U.S. LONG-TERM IRAQ COMMITMENT

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Inter-
national Organizations, Human Rights, and Over-
sight held a hearing on the November 26 Declara-
tion of Principles: Implications for U.N. Resolutions

on Iraq and for Congressional Oversight. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

FLORIDA 13TH DISTRICT CONTESTED
ELECTION

Committee on Howuse Administration: The Committee
authorized and directed the Chairman to report to
the full Committee that the Task Force has com-
pleted its investigation related to the election of a
Representative from the 13th Congressional District
of Florida to the House, and that the Chairman also
report to the Committee the Task Force’s rec-
ommendation that the election contest in the 13th
District be dismissed.

Prior to this action, the Election Task Force held
a briefing on the findings in the Investigation into
the FL-13 Congressional District Contested Election.
The Task Force was briefed by Nabajyoti Barkakati,
Senior Level Technologist, Center for Technology
and Engineering Applied Research and Methods,
GAO.

MILITARY BASE REALIGNMENT
CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES

Committee on Quersight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on Government Management, Organiza-
tion, and Procurement held a hearing on Military
Base Realignment: Contracting Opportunities for
Impacted Communities. Testimony was heard from
the following officials of the Department of Defense:
Timothy Foreman, Director, Office of Small and
Disadvantaged Business Utilization, Secretary of the
Navy; Tracey Pinson, Director, Office of Small and
Disadvantaged Business Utilization, Secretary of the
Army; Luwanda W. Jenkins, Special Secretary, Gov-
ernor’s Office of Minority Affairs, State of Maryland;
and public witnesses.
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FEDERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICE REVIEW

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public Build-
ings, and Emergency Management held a hearing on
Government Accountability Office’s Review of the
Federal Protective Service: Preliminary Findings.
Testimony was heard from Mark Goldstein, Director,
Physical Infrastructure Issues, GAO.

—

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of February 11 through February 16, 2008

Senate Chamber

On Monday, at approximately 2 p.m., Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2248, FISA Amendments Act.

On Tuesday, Senate will continue consideration of S.
2248, FISA Amendments Act and vote on or in relation
to the remaining amendments and on a motion to invoke
cloture on the bill.

During the balance of the week, Senate may consider
any cleared legislative and executive business.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Appropriations: February 14, Subcommittee
on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, to hold
hearings to examine proposed budget estimates for fiscal
year 2009 for the Environmental Protection Agency, 10
a.m., SD-124.

Committee on Armed Services: February 12, to hold hear-
ings to examine Air Force nuclear security; to be followed
by a closed session in SR—222, 9:30 a.m., SR—325.

February 13, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine improvements implemented and planned by the
Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans
Affairs for the care, management, and transition of
wounded and ill servicemembers, 9:30 a.m., SH-216.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the strategy in Afghanistan, focusing on reports by
the Afghanistan Study Group and the Atlantic Council of
the United States, 9:30 a.m., SD—106.

February 14, Full Committee, to continue hearings to
examine the strategy in Afghanistan, focusing on reports
by the Afghanistan Study Group and the Atlantic Coun-
cil of the United States, 2:30 p.m., SD-106.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Feb-
ruary 13, business meeting to consider an original bill
entitled “Industrial Bank Holding Company Act of
20087, 10 a.m., SD-538.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the current state of the United States economy and
financial matters, 10 a.m., SR—325.

Committee on the Budget: February 12, to hold hearings
to examine the President’s proposed budget request for

fiscal year 2009 for defense and war costs, 10 a.m.,
SD-608.
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February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine health care and the budget, focusing on informa-
tion technology and health care reform, 10 a.m., SD—608.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Feb-
ruary 12, Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, Safety,
and Security, to hold hearings to examine the President’s
proposed budget request for fiscal year 2009 for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, 10 a.m., SR-253.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the nomination of John J. Sullivan, of Maryland,
to be Deputy Secretary of Commerce, 9:30 a.m., SR—253.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine one year to digital television transition, focusing
on consumers, broadcasters, and converter boxes, 10 a.m.,
SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: February 13,
to hold hearings to examine the President’s budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2009 for the Department of the Inte-
rior, 9:45 a.m., SD-366.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the President’s proposed budget estimates for fiscal
year 2009 for the Department of Agriculture Forest Serv-
ice, 9:30 a.m., SD—366.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: February 12,
to hold hearings to examine the President’s proposed
budget request for fiscal year 2009 for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Civil Works Program, and the imple-
mentation of the Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA) of 2007, 10 a.m., SD—406.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine S. 1499, to amend the Clean Air Act to reduce air
pollution from marine vessels, 10 a.m., SD—406.

Committee on Finance: February 14, to hold hearings to
examine international aspects of a carbon cap and trade
program, 10 a.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: February 13, to hold
hearings to examine the President’s budget request for
fiscal year 2009 for Foreign Affairs, 9:30 a.m., SD-419.

February 14, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider pending calendar business, 10:15 a.m., S-116, Cap-
itol.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Feb-
ruary 12, to hold hearings to examine ways to address
healthcare workforce issues for the future, 2:30 p.m.,
SD-106.

February 13, Subcommittee on Children and Families,
to hold hearings to examine the Family and Medical
Leave Act (FMLA)P.L. 103-3), focusing on a fifteen year
history of support for workers, 3 p.m., SD—430.

February 14, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider S. 579, to amend the Public Health Service Act to
authorize the Director of the National Institute of Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences to make grants for the devel-
opment and operation of research centers regarding envi-
ronmental factors that may be related to the etiology of
breast cancer, S. 1810, to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to increase the provision of scientifically sound in-
formation and support services to patients receiving a
positive test diagnosis for Down syndrome or other pre-
natally and postnatally diagnosed conditions, S. 999, to
amend the Public Health Service Act to improve stroke
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prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation, S.
1760, to amend the Public Health Service Act with re-
spect to the Healthy Start Initiative, H.R. 20, to provide
for research on, and services for individuals with,
postpartum depression and psychosis, and S. 1042, to
amend the Public Health Service Act to make the provi-
sion of technical services for medical imaging examina-
tions and radiation therapy treatments safer, more accu-
rate, and less costly, and any pending nominations, 10
a.m., SD—430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
February 13, to hold hearings to examine the role of the
Department of Defense in homeland security, focusing on
how the military can and will contribute, 10 a.m.,
SD-342.

February 14, Subcommittee on Oversight of Govern-
ment Management, the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to hold hearings to examine ways to
build and strengthen the Federal acquisition workforce,
9:45 a.m., SD-342.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal
year 2009 for the Department of Homeland Security,
1:30 p.m., SD-342.

Committee on Indian Affairs: February 14, to hold an
oversight hearing to examine the President’s proposed
budget request for fiscal year 2009 for tribal programs,
9:30 a.m., SD-628.

Committee on the Judiciary: February 12, to hold hearings
to examine the nominations of James Randal Hall, to be
United States District Judge for the Southern District of
Georgia, Richard H. Honaker, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Wyoming, Gustavus
Adolphus Puryear IV, to be United States District Judge
for the Middle District of Tennessee, and Brian Stacy
Miller, to be United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Arkansas, 10 a.m., SD—-226.

February 12, Subcommittee on Crime and Drugs, to
hold hearings to examine federal cocaine sentencing laws,
focusing on reforming the 100-to-1 crack/powder dis-
parity, 2:30 p.m., SD-226.

February 13, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the state secrets privilege, focusing on protecting
national security while preserving accountability, 10 a.m.,
SD-226.

February 14, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider S. 2304, to amend title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide grants
for the improved mental health treatment and services
provided to offenders with mental illnesses, S. 2449, to
amend chapter 111 of title 28, United States Code, relat-
ing to protective orders, sealing of cases, disclosures of
discovery information in civil actions, S. 352, to provide
for media coverage of Federal court proceedings, S. 2136,
to address the treatment of primary mortgages in bank-
ruptcy, S. 2133, to authorize bankruptcy courts to take
certain actions with respect to mortgage loans in bank-
ruptcy, and the nominations of Kevin J. O’Connor, of
Connecticut, to be Associate Attorney General, and Greg-
ory G. Katsas, of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Attor-
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ney General, both of the Department of Justice, 10 a.m.,
SD-226.

Committee on Rules and Administration: February 13, to
hold hearings to examine ways to protect voters at home
and at the polls, focusing on limiting abusive robocalls
and vote caging practices, 10 a.m., SR-301.

Committee on Small Business and Entreprenenrship: Feb-
ruary 13, to hold hearings to examine the President’s pro-
posed budget request for fiscal year 2009 for the Small
Business Administration, 10 a.m., SR—428A.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: February 13, to hold
hearings to examine the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2009 for veterans programs, 9:30
a.m., SR—418.

Select Committee on Intelligence: February 12, to hold
closed hearings to examine certain intelligence matters,
2:30 p.m., SH-219.

February 13, Full Committee, closed business meeting
to consider pending calendar business, 2:30 p.m.,
SH-219.

February 14, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the Director of National Intelligence authorities,
2:30 p.m., SH-216.

Special Committee on Aging: February 13, to hold hear-
ings to examine the housing foreclosure aftermath, focus-
ing on concerns for elderly homeowners, 10:30 a.m.,
SD-628.

House Chamber

To be announced.

House Committees

Committee on Appropriations, February 12, Subcommittee
on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, on
Wildland Fire Management Oversight, 10 a.m., B-308
Capitol.

February 13, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies, on USDA Secretary Edward Schaefer, 10 a.m.,
2362—A Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Defense, on DOD
Budget Overview with Secretary Robert Gates, 10 a.m.,
2359 Rayburn, and, on United States Marine Corps
Readiness, 2 p.m., 140—Capitol.

February 13, Subcommittee on Homeland Security, on
Management Challenges—Inspector General and GAO,
10 a.m., 2362-B Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies, on U.S. Forest Service, 10 a.m.,
B-308 Capitol.

February 13, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, over-
view hearing on Implications of Economic Trends for
Workers, Families, and the Nation, 10 a.m., 2358-C
Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Legislative Branch, on
Architect of the Capitol, 10 a.m., H-144 Capitol.

February 13, Subcommittee on Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies,
on U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Request, 9:30 a.m., 2358-A
Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies, on NRCS Under Secretary Mark Rey, 2 p.m.,
2362—A Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Defense, executive, on
Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization,
10 a.m., and, on Army Readiness, 1:30 p.m., H-140
Capitol.

February 14, Subcommittee on Energy and Waste De-
velopment, and Related Agencies, overview hearing on
Vehicle Technology and Gas Prices, 10 a.m., 2362-B
Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Homeland Security, on
Land Border Enforcement, 10 a.m., and on Land Border
Enforcement, 1:30 p.m., 2358-A Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, over-
view hearing on Opportunities Lost and Costs to Society:
the Social and Economic Burden of Disease, Injuries, and
Disability, 10 a.m., and on Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Fiscal Year 2009 Budget overview, 2
p-m., 2358-C Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Legislative Branch, on
House of Representatives Budget, 10 a.m., H-144 Cap-
itol.

February 14, Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies, on Veterans Af-
fairs, 10 a.m., and 1:30 p.m., 2359 Rayburn.

Committee on Armed Services, February 13, hearing on
Global Security Assessment, 10 a.m., 2118 Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Readiness, hearing on
Readiness at Risk: Department of Defense Security Clear-
ance Processes, 2 p.m., 2118 Rayburn.

February 14, full Committee, hearing on Implications
for Our Strategic Posture, 10 a.m., 2118 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, hearing on Provincial Reconstruction Teams: A
Case for Interagency National Security Reform? 2 p.m.,
2212 Rayburn.

February 15, Subcommittee on Military Personnel,
hearing on the status of the implementation of the
Army’s medical action plan and other services’ support for
wounded servicemembers, 10 a.m., 2212 Rayburn

Committee on the Budget, February 13, hearing on Treas-
ury Department Fiscal Year 2009 Budget, 10 a.m., 210
Cannon.

February 15, hearing on Department of Health and
Human Services Fiscal Year 2009 Budget, 10 a.m., 210
Cannon.

Committee on Education and Labor, February 12, Sub-
committee on Health, Employment, Labor and Pensions,
hearing on Protecting American Employees from Work-
place Discrimination, 2 p.m., 2175 Rayburn.

February 13, full Committee, hearing on Modern Pub-
lic School Facilities: Investing in the Future, 10:30 a.m.,
2175 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Workforce Protections,
hearing on the 15th Anniversary of the Family Medical
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Leave Act: Achievements and Next Steps, 10 a.m., 2175
Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, February 12, Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing enti-
tled “Ketek Clinical Study Fraud: What Sanofiaventis
Knew,” 11 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, February 13, hearing en-
titled “The Community Reinvestment Act: Thirty Years
of Accomplishments, but Challenges Remain,” 10 a.m.,
2128 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insur-
ance and Government Sponsored Enterprises, hearing on
The State of the Bond Insurance Industry, 10 a.m., 2128
Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, February 13, hearing on
International Relations Budget for Fiscal Year 2009, 2:30
p.m., room to be announced.

February 14, Subcommittee on Asia, The Pacific and
the Global Environment, hearing on an Overview of
Cambodia and the Need for Debt Recycling: How can
the U.S. be of Assistance? 2 p.m., 2200 Rayburn.

February 14, full Committee, to mark up the following
measures: The Global HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-
laria Reauthorization Act of 2008; H. Res. 185, Express-
ing the sense of the House of Representatives regarding
the creation of refugee populations in the Middle East,
North Africa, and the Persian Gulf region as a result of
human rights violations; H. Res. 854, Expressing grati-
tude to all of the member states of the International
Commission of the International Tracing Service (ITS) on
ratifying the May 2006 Agreement to amend the 1955
Bonn Accords granting open access to vast Holocaust and
other World War II related archives located in Bad
Arolsen, Germany; H. Res. 865, Expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that the March 2007 report
of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment makes an important contribution to the under-
standing of the high levels of crime and violence in the
Caribbean, and that the United States should work with
Caribbean countries to address crime and violence in the
region; H. Res. 909, Commemorating the courage of the
Haitian soldiers that fought for American Independence
in the “Siege of Savannah” and for Haiti’s independence
and renunciation of slavery; H. Con. Res. 154, Expressing
the sense of Congress that the fatal radiation poisoning
of Russian Dissident and writer Alexander Litvinenko
raises significant concerns about the potential involve-
ment of elements of the Russian Government in Mr.
Litvinenko’s death and about the security and prolifera-
tion of radioactive materials; H. Con. Res. 255, Express-
ing the sense of Congress regarding the United States
commitment to preservation of religious and cultural sites
and condemning instances where sites are desecrated; and
H. Con. Res. 278, Supporting Taiwan’s fourth direct and
democratic presidential elections in March 2008; 10:30
a.m., 210 Cannon.

February 14, Subcommittee on the Middle East and
South Asia, hearing on 853 Days: From Gaza Disengage-
ment to De Facto Power? 3:15 p.m., room to be an-
nounced.
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Committee on Homeland Security, February 13, hearing en-
titled “The President’s FY 2009 Budget Request for the
Department of Homeland Security,” 10 a.m., 311 Can-
non.

February 14, Subcommittee on Intelligence, Informa-
tion Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, hearing en-
titled “Homeland Security Intelligence at a Crossroads:
the Office of Intelligence and Analysis’ Vision for 2008,”
11 a.m., Cannon.

Committee on House Administration, February 12, to con-
sider the following: Report of the Task Force for the
Contested Election in the 13th Congressional District of
Florida; H.R. 5159, Capitol Visitor Center Act of 2008;
and an amendment to Regulations Governing the Use of
Official Funds: Safe-Travel-Taxi, 5 p.m., 1310 Long-
worth.

Committee on the Judiciary, February 13, Subcommittee
on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security
and International Law, hearing on Problems with ICE In-
terrogation, Detention and Removal Procedures, 2 p.m.,
2141 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Commercial and Ad-
ministrative Law, hearing on H.R. 3679, State Video Tax
Fairness Act of 2007, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil
Rights and Civil Liberties, oversight hearing on the Jus-
tice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel, 10 a.m., 2141
Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet,
and Intellectual Property, hearing on Design Law—Are
Special Provisions Needed to Protect Unique Industries?
2 p.m., 2237 Rayburn.

Committee on Natural Resources, February 13, to mark up
the following bills: H.R. 2176, To provide for and ap-
prove the settlement of certain land claims of the Bay
Mills Indian Community; H.R. 4115, To provide for and
approve the settlement of certain land claims of the Sault
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians; H.R. 1143, To au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to lease certain lands
in Virgin Islands National Park, and for other purposes;
H.R. 1311, Nevada Cancer Institute Expansion Act; H.R.
1922, Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area
Act of 2007; H.R. 816, Orchard Detention Basin Flood
Control Act; and H.R. 3473, Bountiful City Land Con-
solidation Act, 11 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

February 13, Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife and
Oceans, to mark up the following bills: H.R. 1187, Gulf
of Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Boundary Modification and Protection Act; H.R.
1907, Coastal and Estuarine Land Protection Act; H.R.
2342, National Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation
Act of 2007; H.R. 3352, Hydrographic Services Improve-
ment Act Amendments of 2007; H.R. 3891, To amend
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Establishment
Act to increase the number of Directors on the Board of
Directors of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation;
and H.R. 4933, Captive Wildlife Safety Technical
Amendments Act of 2008, 3 p.m., 1324 Longworth.

February 14, full Committee, oversight hearing on the
President’s Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Request for the De-
partment of the Interior, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth.
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Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, February
12, hearing on Myths and Facts about Human Growth
Hormone, B—12, and Other Substances, 10 a.m., 2154
Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Federal Workforce,
Postal Service, and the District of Columbia, hearing on
Robbing Mary to Pay Peter and Paul: the Administra-
tion’s Pay for Performance System, 2 p.m., 2154 Ray-
burn.

February 13, full Committee, to continue hearings on
The Mitchell Report: The Illegal Use of Steroids in Major
League Baseball, Day 2, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Government Manage-
ment, Organization, and Procurement, hearing on Surplus
Property: Improving Donation and Sales Programs, 2
p-m., 2247 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Domestic Policy, hear-
ing on One Year Later: Medicaid’s Response to Systemic
Problems Revealed by the Death of Deamonte Driver, 2
p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Information Policy,
Census and National Archives and the Subcommittee on
Government Management, Organization and Procure-
ment, joint hearing on Federal IT Security: A Review of
H.R. 4791, Federal Agency Data Protection Act, 10 a.m.,
2154 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on National Security and
Foreign Affairs, to continue hearings on Six Years Later
(Part III): Innovative Approaches to Defeating Al Qaeda,
10 a.m., 2247 Rayburn.

Committee on Rules, February 12, to consider H.R. 3521,
Public Housing Asset Management Improvement Act of
2007, 5 p.m., H-313 Capitol.

Committee on Science and Technology, February 13, hearing
on NASA’s Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Request, 10 a.m.,
2318 Rayburn.

February 14, hearing on Funding for the America
COMPETES Act in the Fiscal Year 2009 Administration
Budget Request, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Small Business, February 13, Subcommittee
on Investigations and Oversight, hearing entitled “SBIR:
Advancing Medical Breakthroughs,” 10 a.m., 2360 Ray-
burn.

February 14, full Committee, hearing entitled “Busi-
ness Activity Taxes and their Impact on Small Businesses,
10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, February
13, hearing on Reviewing the Recommendations of the
National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue
Study Commission, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Aviation, hearing on
Runway Safety, 2 p.m., 2167 Rayburn.

February 13, Subcommittee on Highways and Transit,
hearing on Reviewing the Recommendations of the Na-
tional Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study
Commission, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

February 14, Subcommittee on Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management,
hearing on National Flood Plain Remapping: The Prac-
tical Impact, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.



February 8, 2008

February 14, Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment, hearing on Revitalization of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Brownfields Program, 2 p.m.,
2167 Rayburn.

Committee on  Veterans’ Affairs, February 13, Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity, hearing on Review
of Expiring Programs, 2 p.m., 340 Cannon.

February 13, Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, hearing on VA FY 2009 Budget—Office of the
Inspector General and Office of Information and Tech-
nology, 2:30 p.m., 210 Cannon.

February 14, Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
and Memorial Affairs, hearing on Examining the VA’s
Claims Processing System, 2 p.m., 340 Cannon.

February 15, full Committee, to consider Views and
Estimates for the Fiscal Year 2009 VA Budget, 2 p.m.,
340 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, February 13, hearing on
the Administration’s budget proposals for fiscal year
2009, OMB, 10 a.m., and on Administration’s budget
proposals fiscal year 2009 for the Department of and
Health and Human Services, 2 p.m., 1100 Longworth.

February 14, Subcommittee on Health, hearing on the
Medicare portions of the President’s fiscal year 2009
budget, 12 p.m., 1100 Longworth.
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Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, February 13,
executive, briefing on Hot Spots, 8:45 a.m., H-405 Cap-
itol.

February 13, Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human In-
telligence, Analysis and Counterintelligence, executive,
hearing on Counterintelligence Hot Spots, 2 p.m., H-405
Capitol.

February 14, full Committee, executive, briefing on
Overhead, 10 a.m., H-405 Capitol.

February 15, executive, briefing on Cyber Initiative, 10
a.m., H-405 Capitol.

Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warm-
ing, February 14, hearing entitled “Fire and Rain: How
the Destruction of Tropical Forests is Fueling Climate
Change, “ 2 p.m., room to be announced.

Joint Meetings

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe:
February 13, to hold hearings to examine Finland’s lead-
ership of the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSEC), focusing on plans, priorities, and chal-
lenges that face the region, 11 a.m., B-318, Rayburn
building.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 p.m., Monday, February 11 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 12
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration ~ Program for Monday: The House will not be in session.
of S. 2248, FISA Amendments Act.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue

HOUSE

Hensarling, Jeb, Tex., E1565
Slaughter, Louise McIntosh, N.Y., E155
Spratt, John M., Jr., S.C., E155
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