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Currently, the Kids Against Hunger—Fox
Valley Chapter, is looking for volunteers and
funds to continue the production of meals. Ad-
ditionally, they are looking for areas to host
“packaging events” so that they can continue
to expand their services.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in honoring the Fox
Valley Chapter of Kids Against Hunger for
their outstanding work to date, and wishing
them all the best in their future endeavors.

——
CONDEMNING THE ONGOING PAL-

ESTINIAN ROCKET ATTACKS ON
ISRAELI CIVILIANS

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | am un-
equivocal in my support for the security of
Israel and its citizens. | am committed to the
right of all people in the Middle East, and the
world, to live peacefully. However, because of
H. Res. 951’s overt lack of balance and its
unreconciliatory approach, | oppose this bill.

The resolution appropriately “expresses
condolences to the families of the innocent
victims on both sides of the conflict.” How-
ever, H. Res. 951 fails to take a balanced ap-
proach to the ongoing violence in Gaza by ac-
knowledging only the rocket and mortar at-
tacks fired on Israel while making no mention
of Israel’'s use of force in the region other than
to acknowledge ‘“the sovereign right of the
Government of Israel to defend its territory
against attacks.”
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The resolution states that the “rocket and
mortar attacks have murdered over a dozen
Israelis, inflicted hundreds of casualties, pro-
duced thousands of cases of shock and post-
traumatic stress, especially among children,
and caused severe disruption of daily life.”
The resolution fails to take into account the
117 Palestinians killed in Gaza over the last
week or to mention that half of these victims
were civilians and at least 22 were children.

Furthermore, the resolution makes no men-
tion of the ongoing Israeli-imposed blockade
on Gaza that has cut off Palestinians from fuel
supplies and prevented the delivery of food
and medical supplies to the Gaza Strip. Ac-
cording to a recent report by Oxfam and other
humanitarian organizations, “the blockade has
effectively dismantled the economy and im-
poverished the population of Gaza. Israel's
policy affects the civilian population of Gaza
indiscriminately and constitutes a collective
punishment against ordinary men, women and
children. The measures taken are illegal under
international humanitarian law.”

How can the U.S. be an honest broker for
peace if we fail to acknowledge the suffering,
as well as the rights, of the people on all sides
of this ongoing conflict? To broker a viable
peace, we must address the long-standing
and structural issues that exacerbate the con-
flict rather than sweep over them in our con-
demnation of its symptomatic violence.

The United States must seek to prevent vio-
lence and human casualty by setting the stage
for productive exchanges which can lead to
mutual understanding, security and peace. To
achieve this peace it is necessary to integrate
an open dialogue with diplomatic negotiations
aimed at ending all violence and human suf-
fering. Our involvement in the Middle East
should aim to coalesce alienated forces rather
than drive them farther apart from one another
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and from a viable solution. Israelis and Pal-
estinians share a mutual future. Therefore, we
should set the stage for productive exchanges
which can lead to mutual understanding, secu-
rity and peace.

——————

HONORING BRODES H. HARTLEY,
JR.

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2008

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge
the work and accomplishments of a distin-
guished community leader and true humani-
tarian, Brodes H. Hartley, Jr. For over two
decades Mr. Hartley has done an outstanding
job maintaining a high level of care to the
nearly 40,000 patients of Community Health of
South Dade, Inc.

The “Patient Care Comes First” motto he
developed, demonstrates that he puts patient’s
interests above those of the organization, cre-
ating an environment in which those in need
receive the best possible care. His willingness
to take time for concerned patients, as well as
to help shape the next generation in
healthcare providers, through mentoring, has
established him as a community leader.

Brodes H. Hartley, Jr., has accomplished
the goal he set out from the beginning, to de-
liver safe, compassionate, accessible, and cul-
turally competent quality health care service to
the people of South Florida. | am very grateful
for his contribution to our community and hon-
ored to call him my friend.
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