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Americans. Most will use it to pay
bills, but hopefully some will help to
spend it on the economy. Late last
month we passed an energy bill that
will help create hundreds of thousands
of high-paying green collar jobs, lower
energy prices, and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. And to address the
housing crisis, we expanded affordable
mortgage loan opportunities, strength-
ened consumer protection against
risky loans, and raised loan limits to
increase liquidity in the mortgage
market.

Madam Speaker, this Democratic
Congress is working to create more
jobs, jump-start our economy that has
clearly stalled. We are committed to
addressing those issues that affect
America’s working class, not just the
top 1 percent.

———
SUPPORT VICTORY IN IRAQ

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, today I have intro-
duced a resolution calling on Congress
to recognize and embrace the success
we have seen on the ground in Iraq and
dedicate ourselves to support these ef-
forts in achieving victory.

I have visited our troops in Iraq nine
times. I have seen firsthand the success
of the surge. While meeting with Gen-
eral David Petraeus last week in Bagh-
dad, he reported an over-60 percent re-
duction in violence, with al Qaeda on
the defense in Anbar province.

The success our military men and
women and people of Iraq have
achieved is real. The best way to pro-
tect American families is to stop ter-
rorists overseas. The best way to end
the war is through victory. We, as rep-
resentatives of the American people,
must put aside politics and recognize
what is at stake in Iraq. As my resolu-
tion states: ‘“‘Congress must support
the idea that the war in Iraq is not
lost” and that it ‘“‘will do all it can to
ensure coalition victory.”

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th.

——
FISA

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker,
House Democrats are fully committed
to ensuring that the FISA law is fo-
cused on giving the intelligence com-
munity the tools it needs to protect
our national security at the same time
protecting the constitutional rights of
innocent Americans.

We’ve already passed the RESTORE
Act, which modernizes FISA, to ad-
dress these two critical needs. Today,
congressional leaders continue to nego-
tiate differences between our bill and a
bill passed by the Senate earlier this
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year. If congressional Republicans were
really concerned about our Nation’s
national security, you would think
they would be sitting at the negoti-
ating table ensuring their concerns are
addressed. They’ve been asked to join
the talks, but to date they have re-
fused.

And National Intelligence Director
Mike McConnell says that the Presi-
dent is holding up the legislation in
order to get blanket immunity for the
telecommunications industry.

Madam Speaker, congressional
Democrats are committed to strength-
ening our intelligence community to
keep our country safe. And we urge Re-
publicans to put aside partisan politics
and work with us on this important
piece of legislation.

———

FISA AND THE HOUSE
DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP

(Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Madam
Speaker, my colleague from Kentucky
has just raised an important point,
which is that we need to revise the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.
But I think he’s a little misinformed.

He says that there are bipartisan ne-
gotiations going on. The Speaker
hasn’t even appointed conferees. You
can’t even have negotiations with the
Senate. The negotiations are going on
between the Democrat leadership and
the conservative Democrats that want
to pass a bipartisan Senate bill and
have written a letter to your leader-
ship about it.

We are now on day 25 when we have
had the Protect America Act expire.
All we need to do is to be able to listen
to foreigners in foreign countries with-
out a warrant. The Senate bill has un-
precedented protections for Americans’
civil liberties, more than are in the
1978 law that all of us in this House
support. But, instead, the liberal
Democratic leadership is blocking the
will of the majority of this House.

It is time for Democrats to stand up
to your own leadership and demand
that the protection of this country is
more important than special interest
groups that have a hold on the Demo-
cratic leadership.

Security must come first.

————
ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY LEAVES
AMERICAN FAMILIES STRUG-

GLING TO MAKE ENDS MEET

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, during
these uncertain economic times, Amer-
ican families are struggling to make
ends meet.

Consider that oil and gas prices are
at an all-time high. Health care costs
continue to skyrocket out of control,
leaving more Americans either unin-
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sured or underinsured. Food prices re-
cently experienced their biggest price
increase in more than 3 years. If all
that is not bad enough, the U.S. econ-
omy lost 63,000 jobs last month. The
February jobs numbers are the latest
sign that economic growth has vir-
tually stalled.

President Bush has the dubious dis-
tinction of being tied with his father as
the two Presidents with the worst jobs
record since the Great Depression.

Madam Speaker, congressional
Democrats are working hard to
strengthen the American economy and
create jobs. We worked in a bipartisan
fashion on the economic stimulus
package that will not only help hard-
working Americans pay their bills but
will also jump-start our economy and
create 50,000 new jobs in America.

This was the only the beginning.
Strengthening our economy remains a
top priority for this Democratic Con-
gress as we move through this year.

————

URGING PASSAGE OF THE SENATE
FISA BILL BEFORE EASTER RE-
CESS

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, today is
day 25 since the Democrat majority let
the bipartisan Protect America Act ex-
pire, leaving our intelligence commu-
nity without the full range of resources
necessary to monitor foreign targets
and leaving our country in danger.

It’s truly disappointing that the
strong bipartisan Senate bill might not
be considered by the House before we
g0 into a 2-week Easter recess period.
Our intelligence community needs a
long-term fix for the gaps in our intel-
ligence laws, not short-term Band-Aids
or political holdups.

Senator JOHN ROCKEFELLER, chair-
man of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee, after the bill passed the Senate
a few weeks ago, said: ‘“This is the
right way to go in terms of the secu-
rity of our Nation.”

In the House, 21 Democrats have
urged the Speaker to support the Sen-
ate-passed bill, and the House Repub-
lican conference supports the Senate
bill. The support for the bipartisan
Senate bill is strong and continuing to
grow. Now is the time to act to provide
our intelligence community all the
tools necessary and to provide impor-
tant retroactive liability protection
that our telecommunications compa-
nies deserve when we ask for their
help.

I urge the House to pass the Senate
FISA bill before we leave this week.
Anything short of passage is an unfor-
tunate and dangerous risk.

——————

DEMOCRATIC BUDGET IS FIS-
CALLY RESPONSIBLE BUT ALSO
FUNDS CRITICAL PRIORITIES

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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